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MName: Enuly Javens, Executive Director of the MN Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD)

MAWD. 18681 Lake Dr E. Chanhassen MM 55317 | 612-790-0700 | execmawdiazmail com

Help Sen Smith Make the Next Farm Bill Work for Minnesota

As you kmow, a thoving farm economy and strong nural commumnities are vital to Mmmesota’s way of life. That’s
why U.5. Sen. Tima Smith fought for and won a seat on the Senate Agnicolture Commuttee. In the past several
weeks she has met with Minnesota farmers, farm leaders and roral and agnibusinesses. As we move info
this year’s smportant Farm Bill debate. she plans to push Minnesota priorities. But first, she would like to
hear from you and your crganization about what vou want those priorities to be.

Flease take a moment to complete the below guestionnaire.

. What is the higgest change yvou wounld want to see in the Farm Bill?

The MN Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD), a non-profit group that represents
Minnesota's 45 local governmenits, passed the following resclution in December 2017:

MAWD “supports a strong CRP element in the Farm Bill conservation title, including but not
limited to CRP reauthorization with an increased acreage cap, maintenance of continuous
signup for high value environmental practices such as buffers and wetland restoration,
maintenance or expansion of the grasslands program, and remowval of restrictions on
incorporation of drainage water quality management practices, while maintaining other
successful federal conservation programs for agricultural lands such as EQIP and C3P.”

. What is the biggest change you would be concerned about in the Farm Bill?
. What USDA programs are working, and why?

“Minnesota has been a leader in developing and implemeanting approaches that maintain
agricultural productivity while integrating conservation practices for water guality and
habitat benefit and has shown its commitment through its constitutional mandate for
conservation spanding and other state and local appropriations for water quality and habitat
purposes, CRP is a principal federal/state conservation program for agricultural lands, but
enrollments are presently at the federal acreage cap.”

. What USDA programs are not worling, and suggestions for improvement?
. General Comments:

Feel free to contact us at any time if we can be of assistance.
Emily Javens, Executive Director, exec.mawd@gmail.com, 320-979-0084 {mobile)

Thank you for holding listening sessions across Minnesota to get feedback
from stakeholders on the next Farm Bill. It is very much appreciated!

Submitted to Paula Sunde [Senator Smith's office) and Brian Werner [Senator Klobuchar's office) via email on June 11, 2018

APPROVED MAWD RESOLUTION 2017-03

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Support in
the 2018 Federal Farm Bill

WHEREAS Congress presently is preparing the 2018 federal Farm Bill, which will contain a conservation
title with appropriations for federal conservation programs for agricultural lands including the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP);

WHEREAS the State of Minnesota has been a leader in developing and implementing approaches that
maintain agricultural productivity while integrating conservation practices for water quality and habitat
benefit, and has shown its commitment through its constitutional mandate for consernvation spending and
other state and local appropriations for water quality and habitat purposes;

WHEREAS the CRP is a principal federal/state conservation program for agricultural lands but enroliments
are presently at the federal acreage cap;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnesota Association of Watershed
Districts supports a strong CRP element in the Farm Bill conservation title, including
but not limited to CRP reauthorization with an increased acreage cap, maintenance
of continuous signup for high value environmental practices such as buffers and
wetland restoration, maintenance or expansion of the grasslands program, and
removal of restrictions on incorporation of drainage water guality management
practices, while maintaining other successful federal conservation programs for
agricultural lands such as EQIP and C5P;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MAWD will coordinate with the Minnesota Board
of Water and Soil Resources, Minnesota Department of Agriculture and others to
advocate to and work with the State’s Congressional delegation and other federal
representatives to achieve this policy goal.

Approved December 2, 2017

MM Association of Watershad Districts, 18661 Lake Drive East, Channassen MN 55317
WWWw.mnwatershed.org | 512.790.0700 | mnwatershed@gmail.com
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