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PRIORITY A - TOP 2020 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES  New details highlighted below. 
The following top priorities have been set by the MAWD Board of Directors for lobbying efforts in 2020. 

1. Increase the $250,000 general fund levy limit.  
2. Secure a strong bonding allocation for flood hazard mitigation projects. 
3. Permit temporary storage of water on DNR land during major flood events. 

PRIORITY B – LEGISLATION WE SUPPORT  
The following issues are supported by MAWD, but legislative efforts are being or will need to be led by others. 

• HF 1502 / SF 1667 Provide limited liability protection to certified commercial salt applicators.  

o 2/24/20 – 1 p.m. Hearing: Senate Env’t & Natural Resources Policy and Legacy Finance Committee 

o 2/24/20 – SF 1667 passed environment committee and referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee 

• Clarify the responsibility of counties to finance public drainage system projects upon request of a watershed 
district and/or provide authorization to watershed districts to do their own general obligation bonding. 

• Obtain stable and reliable funding for an ongoing flood damage reduction program.  

• HF 3595 / No Senate File – Increase water storage in the Minnesota River Basin.  

o 2/20/20 – Bill was introduced and referred to the House Water Division. 

 Title: “Minnesota River basin water quality and storage program established, and money 
appropriated.”  

 Authors: Torkelson, Fischer, Heintzeman, Poston, Brand, Lippert, Boe 

o 3/02/20 – 12:45 p.m. hearing was held in the Water Division.  

 Rob Sip, Executive Director of the Red River Watershed Management Board, testified. He 
described how large-scale water storage projects get implemented in the Red River Basin. He 
also mentioned the need for more funding, including bonding dollars and a better option for 
stable and reliable funding for flood damage reduction programs. 

 LeAnn Buck, Executive Director of the MN Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, 
testified. She described existing efforts to implement field-scale projects that hold back water 
through local cost share programs. 

 Angie Becker-Kudelka, Assistant Director of the MN Board of Water and Soil Resources, testified. 
She discussed several options for types and locations of projects that could be implemented to 
provide more temporary storage in the urban and rural sectors. 

 Carrie Jennings, Freshwater Research Director, testified to the uniqueness of the MN River Basin 
and the need for good agricultural drainage within the watershed. 

 Three others testified in support of the bill: Rich Biske, Nature Conservancy; Scott Sparlin, MN 
River Congress; and Lance Ness, representative of several organizations. 

 The bill was laid over for further discussion at another time. There are details to be worked out 
and amendments may be presented at a future meeting. 

 To listen: http://ww2.house.leg.state.mn.us/audio/mp3ls91/water030220.mp3 
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LEGISLATION WE OPPOSE  
MAWD will oppose legislation that negatively impacts the ability of watershed organizations to protect and preserve 
Minnesota’s water resources. Currently, this includes the following bills that have been introduced. 

• HF 1887 / SF 1766 / HF 3549 / SF 3542 – Watershed district provisions modified (“Developer’s Bill of Rights”) 

• HF 2314 / SF 2372 – Rice Creek watershed district spending and reporting requirements  

• HF 2995 / SF 2931 – WD manager appointment modifications (Require only county commissioners to serve on 
watershed district boards.) 

• HF 3502 / SF None – Sauk River WD levy authority modification 

o 2/18/20 – Bill was introduced and referred to the Property and Local Tax Division in the House 

 Authors: Paul Anderson, Mary Franson, Josh Heintzeman, John Poston, Steve Green 

 Description: This bill would put a cap on the general levy for Sauk River WD. Through special 
legislation passed in 2005, they can levy up to 0.01% of the taxable market value without a 
dollar cap. This would reduce their general levy capacity by over $300k starting next year. 

o 3/02/20 – 12:45 p.m. hearing scheduled in the Property and Local Tax Division 

 Representative Paul Anderson introduced the bill and described the concerns that citizens in the 
watershed have expressed to him over the past few months.  

 Two citizens testified in support of the bill.  

 Scott Henderson, Sauk River WD Administrator and Emily Javens, MAWD Executive Director 
testified in opposition of the bill. 

 The bill was laid over for possible inclusion in an omnibus tax bill. MAWD will continue to meet 
with Representatives to discuss this bill and monitor closely to make sure it does not make it to 
the Governor’s desk. 

 To view (forward to 54 minutes, 30 seconds): https://youtu.be/OqbX9nHcbec 

 
Thank you to Scott Henderson, SRWD Administrator, and Tyler Carlson, SRWD President, for coming to St. Paul and 
discussing the role watershed districts play in protecting Minnesota’s water and clearing up some misconceptions about 
how watershed districts are funded. It was a great opportunity to discuss how a $250,000 general levy can be so limiting 
on a district that is over 1,000 square miles in area. See attached for the handouts provided to the committee. 
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