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Lake Superior location

Family’s North Shore retreat offers spectacular views

BY AMY CARLSON GUSTAFSON

Fly fishing, hunting, snowboarding and ski-
ing — for husband and wife Luke and
Stephanie, those hobbies and a love for the
northeastern tip of Minnesota drew them to
build a custom home on the shores of Lake
Superior.

In February 2015, while the ground was still
covered with snow and the wind from the
largest of the Great Lakes was quite nippy,
the couple — who live in the Twin Cities full
time with their three teenagers — went on
the search for a property between Duluth and
the Canadian border. After looking at 13 po-
tential sites, they came back to the second
place they hiked through the snow to see —
a nearly 16-acre parcel of land with a signifi-
cant amount of lake frontage. A bonus was it
had never been built on before. The couple
fell in love with the land and purchased it a
few months later.

“It was extremely unique - it hadn’t been
developed, it had a striking view,” Luke says.
“We knew instantly that this was the type of
property we were drawn to. As soon as we
bought it, we started talking about building a
home that really complimented the land and
the setting.”

To create their dream home, the couple
teamed up with Minneapolis-based Christo-
pher Strom Architects. They were impressed
with the work Strom had done on a Lake Su-
perior Wisconsin home and were excited
about the possibilities for their new property
with its woodsy setting and rocky shoreline.

The couple weren’t hurting for places to

put their new abode - after all, they had acres
of land to choose from. But finding the perfect
spot for the construction was key to making
their North Shore dream home a reality.

“When you’re coming over the top of the
hill of the property, you see this kind of mini-
island of solid rock just off the shore — you can
wade over to it,” Strom says. “It was windy
that day and I was struck by the crosscurrent
that was coming in and hitting that rock. The
water was just exploding on it. It was very
dramatic.”

They found the spot with the massive rock
becoming the focal point of Strom’s home de-
sign.

“Rather than stretching the house out par-
allel to the lake shore, we did it a little differ-
ently where we gave it an axial view,” Strom
says. “The view from the main key spaces —
the kitchen, dining, living and upstairs loft
areas —is right at the access of that rock. You
can see those big weather events - it’s an ab-
solutely picturesque view.”

While the black 3,400-square-foot house
doesn’t have the traditional log cabin vibe
many might envision for a North Shore home,
the exterior of Luke and Stephanie’s home
has a peaceful, unassuming feel in its place,
perpendicular to the breathtaking shoreline.

Inspired by the work of well-known Min-
nesota architect Edwin Lundie, Strom used
natural (and low maintenance) materials in-
cluding a stone base and Douglas fir timbers
along with composite wood siding in the
home’s design. The many windows are clad
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Building Dreams since 1973

Professionally Managed Association for a Carefree Lifestyle

Fable Hill Single Family and Villa Homes
4528 Fable Hill Pkwy, Hugo
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Models Open
Thursday-Sunday

Visit our website
PrattHomes.com
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12:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. T—
11536 Arnie Way N, Lake Elmo

Model Open Now
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~ Where quality finds a home
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Craig Lewis
651-503-5835

Len Pratt
612-834-1718

# New Villa
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Cindy Johnson
| 763-350-3752

Villas at Twenty-One Oaks

4851 Sunflower Bay, Woodbury
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THE PLACE TO FIND YOUR NEXT, NEW SPACE
Inside: Open House Directory

On Grade Coming Soon
Buy now and make selections

612-865-7243

Welcome Home!
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. Karen Rabe Schmidt
651-246-0927

8369 Goodview Ave So,
Cottage Grove
Open today - 11:30 - 1:00
Stop in and sign up to
win a $50 Visa Gift Card!

New price on this great home with unbelievable
space! The original rambler boasts a full second
floor with four bedrooms, a family room and
3/4 bathroom and has it's own furnace. The
main floor has one bedroom, a den that could
be turned back into a 6th bedroom plus a full
bathroom with a whirlpool tub. The home is
situated on an extra large lot with a wonderful
backyard that has a firepit and storage shed plus
an oversized two car garage. Bring your ideas
and make this your new home!

Now offered at $250,000
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Kathy Madore 651-592-4444
kathymadore @edinarealty.com
www.TheMadores.edinarealty.com
Lisa Madore 651-216-1335
lisamadore @edinarealty.com
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OPEN 12: 30 2 Nestled on a private lot framed
by trees and just a short stroll to the walking trail is this
2-story walkout with a backyard oasis including pool w/
slide. Enjoy this refreshing floor plan with both informal
and formal living spaces, vaulted great room, curved
staircase leading to the upper level featuring 4 bedrooms
and 3 bathrooms. True owner’s retreat w/vaulted ceiling,
sitting room and huge walk-in closet and private bath!
Finished WO level complefe w/theatre room, lounge area,
recreation room, exercise room, 5th BR & bath.

10731 Hawthorn Trail, Woodbury

Wik

e HOTLINE # 57522
ON BAI.SAM LAKE! Enjoy expansive
western sunset views from your Balsam Lake
front retreat! Sandy bottom, gentle drop off
and quiet location set back off a main road
serve as an escape from the hectic day to day
routine. This has main level living with laundry
and owner’s suite on the main floor, beautiful
vaulted great room w/floor to ceiling windows
and river rock gas fireplace. Only a short 1-
1.5 hour drive from the Twin Cities and not
fighting the “up north” traffic!

O’FLANNIGA

Representing Residential Properties,
H Including Waterfront and
Retreat Homes Throughout the
St. Croix River Valley, Extending to
Lake Superior and Northwest Wisconsin

LI’ITLE CARN ELIAN STILLWATER

Renowned cabinologist, Dale

O’Flannigan Hosts
Mulifinger of SALA

ARCHITECTS, brought his unique design capabilities to
create this lakeside retreat on Little Carnelian. Dripping with
charm, this shingled style cottage incorporates extensive use
M of rich, warm toned Douglas fir flooring, beams, millwork

and

cabinetry. Stone accents, woodburning fireplace and

wonderful stone veranda overlooking lake. Two story with
fully finished lower level with indoor sport court, two
garages, plus newly built auxiliary bldg. Cabin warmth with
all the amenities today’s luxury home buyer demands.

CHARMlNG ST PAUL CONDO! Turn of
the century John Ireland Mansion condo set
on corner double lot w/ community gardens!
This 2nd level condo features volume ceilings
w/huge windows allowing tons of natural
light into the home. Complete w/private
balcony for outdoor seating, dining space
w/custom built-in bench seat wrapped in
windows and custom closets throughout!
All within walking distance of coffee shops,
restaurants and shopping on Grand Ave!

14830 115th Street North ¢ 651-430-7759
$1,289,000

www.oflannigan.com

,..--"""' HOTLINE # 57509

ST. CROIX RIVER! Nestled in the private
St. Croix River community of StarrWood,
where owners enjoy access to 800" of sandy
beachfront on the St. Croix River and 28 acres
of private land. Captivating Bruce Lenzen
home where thoughtful design and attention
to detail create a true retreat with a stunning
setting for your private pool. Enjoy main
level |iving, in-floor heat on walkout level, 3
fireplaces, screened porch, patio and deck for
outdoor entertaining with pool!

CALL OUR 24-HR HOTLINE #952-858-5858 AND ENTER HOTLINE # FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

START YOUR HOME SEARCH HERE
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in aluminum, assuring they’re tough enough
to hold up to the harsh lake winds.

“We knew we wanted a lot of windows and
a very different kind of feeling than what we
have in our house in the Twin Cities,” Luke
says. “We wanted something that was clean
and a little modern, but I wouldn’t necessarily
consider my taste to be modern. I was skepti-
cal about the black, but I just loved how it
turned out.”

With three bedrooms and a loft upstairs
and the master bedroom with elegant bath-
room on the first floor, there’s plenty of room
for the family of five along with Bear, their
British Labrador.

“When you step inside, it’s a really refined

space that catches you by surprise,” Strom
says. “It’s relaxing in the sense that it's very
clean and beautiful. But there's a refinement
to it. It’s almost like a point of relief from the
rugged exterior and landscape. If you're out-
side kayaking or hiking, you come home to
something calming. What’s unique about this
project is that it isn't cabin-y at all on the in-
side. It’s an interesting counterpoint to the
landscape.”

Black accents are continued inside the
house but it doesn’t feel heavy thanks to the
natural light from all the windows and promi-
nent double sliding glass doors leading from
the living space to outside. The dark cabinetry
pops in the kitchen and master bath with light
Cambria countertops and bold brass hard-
ware adding a sophisticated feel. The unlac-
quered brass will develop a patina over time.

“Part of our thinking was we wanted the fix-
tures to stand out because there’s really no
wall space to put art,” Luke says. “With all the
windows, you can’t break stuff up with pic-
tures or art, so the fixtures are the statement

pieces.”

With an open concept on the main floor, the
lake views are stunning no matter what area
the family is in. The house is terraced to
match the exterior grading with white oak
floors leading the way from the kitchen down
a few steps to the dining area and then down
a few more to the living space with a vaulted
ceiling and inviting stone fireplace sur-
rounded by windows.

“We set a pretty high bar with the concept
to have this focused view,” Strom says. “The
biggest challenge was really to follow through
on that goal. We didn’t compromise — every
room in the main space had to have a view of
the lake. It wasn't easy to do. We had to make
sure the sight lines from the kitchen, dining
and living areas were all working. There were
some technical things that needed to be done,
too, since we had so much glass. The easy way
would have been to remove a couple of win-
dows and make solid walls to brace the house,
but we said no — we have to have all the glass.
We have a great structural engineer who

worked with us tirelessly making sure the
house would stand up to the winds of Lake Su-
perior.”

It took more than a year to complete the
build. When it was final and the family saw
the finished results, they were blown away.

“We’re morning people, so waking up and
seeing the lake right there with an unimpeded
view - it’s amazing,” Luke says. “The wild-
flowers are beautiful - the lupines pop up in
unexpected places. Eagles fly by. Every day
we’re up there, between 8 and 9 in the morn-
ing, a family of eagles comes to sit on the rock
and check things out. We hear them through-
out the day. That’s pretty cool.”

It makes their dream home that much more
amazing.

Amy Carlson Gustafson is a frequent contrib-
utor to Spaces, where this article originally
appeared.
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ATTENTION ST. CROIX RIVER BUYERS ... PRICED TO SELL THIS FALL!

PRICE  ADDRESS OPEN  BR/BA AGENT/PHONE

187 Hudson, River Falls Area, Roberts
§399.900 247 Saddle Ridge Lone Sun 123
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For buyers who enjoy this section of the St. Croix River
no of Stillwater, this Arcola Tr. home will appeal. Wooded
privacy is provided within the three acres with lovely
views of the river valley and the Wisconsin bluffs to the
east. Watch migrating water fowl from the bluff top perch
this home affords as well as enjoy moaring your boat
at the neighborhood dock. The house as been recently
freshened to include hardwood flooring, expansive
placement of windows for views with an open floor
plan. Four bedrooms on second level with additional
expansion space possible. 10 min no of Stillwater.

12345 Arcola Trail N $695,000

For St. Croix Rivers buyers who desire to live on
the river but do not want a restoration project. This
home has been completely renovated and everything
is new and fresh. 155 ft. of owned river frontage
plus membership in Association marina. Located on
the north boundary of Croixside, a gentle flowing
creek is located on the north border of property.
Idyllic and tranquil. Perfect as retreat or year-round
enjoyment. Never lived in following renovation.
14235 Saint Croix Trail N $699,000
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IT’S THE PLACE TO SELL HOMES!

PEOPLE ARE MOVING -
BUT NOT VERY FAR

Reach the Local Market

in your Local Media Resource

my{ﬁhome

Your complete house hunting and home buying resource
in the Twin Cities and Western Wisconsin




