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HOME & GARDEN

SECTION H

UPWARD MOBILITY

AIA HOME OF THE MONTH A family added a second floor to their bungalow to stay in a place they love.
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By LAURIE JUNKER @ .

Special to the Star Tribune

Situated on a sunny corner lot across
the street from an elementary school and
grassy field, Anna Mason’s and Kevin
Kniebel’s 1924 two-bedroom house in Min-
neapolis’ Howe neighborhood served the
couple well for 10 years.

They were attached, even as the space
began to feel pinched. “Both our children
were born in this house, so we had a lot
of motivation to try and figure out how to
stay,” Kniebel said.

The couple decided to consult an archi-
tect after seeing the positive experience
Mason’s parents had working with one on
their cabin.

“We wanted the expertise, artistry and
partnership an architect would provide. We
were really just exploring the art of the pos-
sible at first,” Mason said.

They talked to a few practitioners before
choosing Christopher Strom and Eric
Johnson of Christopher Strom Architects.
Mason and Kniebel liked their modern style
and intuitive and collaborative approach.

“Chris and Eric made us feel comfortable
about what were essentially hypothetical

See AIAon HG6»
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Photos by ALYSSA LEE

About this
project

Designing firm:
Christopher Strom
Architects.

Project team: Lead/
principal architect
Christopher Strom,
AlIA; associate prin-
cipal architect Eric
Johnson, AIA.

Project partners:
General contractor,
Resonate Homes;
interior design, InUni-
son Design; structural
engineer, Bunkers &
Associates.

ATA Home of the
Month's winner by
Christopher Strom
Architects is in south
Minneapolis. Home-
owner Kevin Kniebel
played his banjoin an
upstairs addition.

HOMEGAZING

Charmer checks plenty of boxes

Location, lot size, interior
details, updates all add up.

By NANCY NGO
nancy.ngo(@startribune.com

When Timand Kathy Keehn
came across a Tudor in south-
west Minneapolis, it was just
what they were looking for —
a spacious place to raise their
kids and later downsize when
the children were grown. In
fact, the house was more than
they could have wished for.

“It looked like a fairy-tale
book,” Kathy said. “And it had
a bit of abigger lot,and we had
two young sons at the time, so
we knew we wanted a lot of

play space. And I loved how I
was going to be able to garden.”

After more than 20 years,
and with their sons now
grown, they’ve listed the four-
bedroom, three-bath house
spanning more than 3,000
square feet.

Listing agent Matt Engen
said the house, built 1n 1936,
offers plenty of charm, includ-
ing a stone wood-burning fire-
place and sunroom. He added
that the property is rare.

“The lots in that particu-
lar area are wider than most,”
Engen said. And “it’s on one
of those ‘Home Alone’-type
blocks where all the houses
are pretty attractive.”

A perfect fit

Kathy said the house has
served them well. The loca-
tion, within walking distance
of Kenny Elementary and
Anthony Middle schools,
couldn’t have been more con-
venient when their kids were
growing up. The sizable lot
offered plenty of room for vari-
ous activities.

“We have a pretty big drive-
way with a basketball hoop,
so all the neighborhood kids
would be over playing basket-
ball,” Kathy said. “And the patio
was a great place to entertain.”

Inside also offered ideal
spaces for hang time, from the

See HOMEGAZING on H3 »
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Spacecrafting

This Tudor in southwest Minneapolis sits on a rare wide lot, said listing agent Matt Engen.“It's on
one of those Home Alone’-type blocks where all the houses are pretty attractive,” he added.



H6 - STAR TRIBUNE

HOMES

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2024

———— .

Photos by ALYSSA LEE

With the exception of adding a bump-out for a banquette and window, the kitchen makeover was primarily aesthetic to keep costs down while making the space cohesive with changes to the rest
of the house, including a new U-shaped staircase between the kitchen and living room. For more photos of this project, visit startribune.com/homegarden.

‘POP THE TOP TO ADD SPACE

< AIA from H1
and very expensive decisions,”
Kniebel said.

The logical solution was to
go up — add a second story

and put the bedrooms there
to ease congestion on the first
floor. Strom was confident
they could do it with mini-
mal impact on the main floor

to save money and leave the
home’s original cove moldings
in the living and dining rooms
intact during construction.
The project, called “Pop the

The #1 Selling RE/MAX Team in Minnesota
Over 1500 Transactions and Over 550 Million Closed in 2023

THE
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For sale $400,000. 1637 124th Ave NW,
Coon Rapids, MN 55448, A single-family
house with 3-car attached garage, 4 bed/2
bath, a lot of storage space, and large
fenced private backyards. Great Neighbors

_ Minh Huynh

Spmcmus mTemrs wfmpulent hmshes Ih|5 newly
built custom home defines relaxed luxury.
Spacious single-level living w/ panorama views
of a backyard retreat featuring a heated in-
ground pool, hot tub and sport court w/lights.

7163-486-0567 | | Crystal Vedder

218-940-6364 |

Benuhful updmed 2 siorg hame with 4 bed,
2 bath and separate office space, located
on Minnehaha Pkwy with many updates
throughout ?DurmeT kitchen, finished lower
level, beauti ully landscaped yard. Beautiful
0 pnrtumw to live on the parkway.

Steve McDonald

( Minneapolis )

Iwo bedroom condo In Sewurd nmghbmrhuﬂd'
Lrg primary bedrm w huge walk in closet &
rwute pnmurg.r bath. In unit sauna! Kitchen
as tons of storage including [\me Incredible

location near University of Minnesota, public
transportation and Mississippi River!

| Andy McNair 9052-201-8323

Fubuluus 5 bedm{:rms a bath 2 sfory home.
Newer builf, Hurdwuﬂd floors, open fioor
Blr.]n walk-out to patio. In-floor heat IH%II‘I the
asement floor. 3 car aftached garage. Close to
all major freeways. Move-in ready.

Phong Cao

952-994-6988 |

Columbus

Perfect commercial site. Water/Sewer af the road,
natural gas on site. 20.47 Acres-high visibility-
easy access. Outside storage allowed at 150% of
building size. LE. if you build a 50,000 SF bidg you
are allowed 75,000 SF storage. Bring your builder
David Meyer 612-849-0687
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Saint Paul

Savage
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Well cared- EDr hﬂme in H| hlr:md Purk Rehmshed
hardwood floors throughout the main floor,
woodburning fireplace with a gas log, 3 nice-
sizec main-floor bedrooms and an updated
bath with a large soaking fub.3 season porch,
in-ground sprinklers, and more!

612-203-3852

Jennifer Tischleder

Beaufifully updated 4Bed/oBath in PL school district!
Open concept w/white kifchen, granite c-tops, wood
frs, 4BR up, loft, fully finished LL w/fireplace & custom
built-ing, composite deck & enclosed screened
porch. Premier lot overlooking marsh views.

612-834-0330

( Lakeville \

Kelly Beck

2974 Trinity Dr EBeddeUIh mmpleted new
construction home w/open concept living &
wood floors. Cozy living rm w/gas fireplace,
kitchen w/stainless appliances, island & walk-
in pantry. 4BR up w/primary suite. Spacious
lower level fam rm & additional bed/bath.

( Shakopee | )

| Jason Walgrave 612-419-9425

Castle Gate Construction’s award-winning
homes. Bright and inviting space boasting an
open floor plan designed for modern comfort,
Home features four spacious bedrooms,
three elegantly appointed bathrooms, and
a tandem three car garage. Call for details.

Bryce Schuenke 651-302-4812 |

News Twp

mpressive 350 feet of prime shﬂreltne on coveted shores
of Lake Belle Taine. Impeccably crafted 4300 square foot
fieldstone home,  bed, exquisite, charming bonus bunk
room, capfivating log guest house, convenient affached
3-car garage.

Joe Mack 052-484-7071

Owatonna

Grem location, in @ grem ne hb:::rrhmd
Home features an open living, dining, and
kitchen space w/ large kitchen island for
gathering. 2 bedrooms with a jack and jill full
bath on the upper level. Lower level features
a large family room, 2 additional bedrooms.

Brandon Capelle 612-720-0924

As Heard on The Minnesota Real Estate Show, Saturdays 10 AM - 11 AM on News Talk 830 WCCO Llis&e,

Top,” is a 2023-2024 Star Tri-
bune AIA Minnesota Home of
the Month winner.

Missing tooth

Job one was to find a place
for the new staircase that
wouldn’t mess up the main
floor layout. Fortunately, the
home’s existing design pre-
sented the perfect spot — a
recessed area on the south
side between the kitchen and
living room, a “missing tooth”
where Strom could plug in a
U-shaped staircase.

Even better, 1t didn’t require
new foundation walls because
the staircase framing could
span from side to side between
the existing walls. Strom also
put alarge picture window over
the staircase and two smaller
square windows near the lower
landing, to take advantage of
the southern exposure and
brighten the entire house.

He had hoped the existing
foundation could support a
second floor, but a structural
engineer told them otherwise.

“The old house had a foun-
dation but no footings, so we
couldn’t add more weight
without having the house set-
tle,” Strom said.

The team solved the prob-
lem with helical piers — steel

shafts with blades drilled into

the ground to support the exist-
ing foundation and increase its
load-bearing capacity.

Increasing scope

The refreshed kitchen
wasn’t part of the original
plans, although it was dis-
cussed. Nevertheless, after the
builder, Scott Stankey of Reso-
nate Homes, finished framing
the staircase and second story,
he asked Mason and Kniebel
one more time if they’d like to
reconsider.

The couple saw how the
rest of the house was being
transformed and decided to
go for it. Johnson was happy
to draw up a design quickly.

“Projects like this are big
undertakings and it’s not
uncommon for clients to
increase the scope once they
see what’s required, so they
don’t have to go through it
again,” he said.

Kniebel agreed. “It was a
1970s kitchen. We knew the
house would feel more cohe-
sive if we did it.”

They kept costs down by
leaving the plumbing where it
was, keeping the existing floor-
ing and even sourcing a few
windows at the ReUse Store.
And although the changes
are primarily aesthetic, save a
small, cantilevered bump-out

banquette with a window that
Johnson devised, the results
are transforming.

New cabinets, appliances
and fresh turquoise tiles match
the energy and modern feel of
the rest of the house and the
dining nookis a welcoming spot
for family meals, homework
and hanging out with the cook.

Laundry closet

In addition to three bed-
rooms, one bath and a laun-
dry room on the new second
floor, there’s a gathering space
where the family hangs out
before bed, reads together and
Kniebel, a banjo player, some-
times strums.

He and Mason skipped an
en suite for themselves in favor
of a sizable shared bathroom
with a separate wet room for
the toilet and shower so fam-
ily members can use it simul-
taneously. In another uncon-
ventional choice, the couple
put their closet in the new
laundry room across the hall
from their bedroom.

“It seemed like a practical
solution,” Kniebel said. “Cer-
tainly makes putting away
clothes easier.”

Laurie Junker is a Twin Cities-based
writer specializing in home design and
architecture.

TWO EXCITING EDINA MODELS

CALL FOR PRIVATE SHOWING
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6129 Oaklawn Ave

1/2 BLOCK TO PAMELA PARK
4,100+ SQFT, 5 BED, 5 BATH
LOTS OF COOL DETAILS

$1.9M

Famaly Onened
Since 1980

Veteran and Family

owned Since 1980.

EDINA SCHOOLS

YOUR LOT OR OURS.

www.TJBHomes.com
Tom (Builder) 763-286-68638
We have developments/models in

& Edina, Ham Lake, Lake Elmo, Afton.
% WANDERSEN

WILL BUILD ON

WE BUY HOMES FOR CASH

*2023 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. contractors, builders & architects. “Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen
Corporation. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

Andersen® is the #1 trusted and recommended window and door brand*

6105 Halifax Ave S

BACKS UP TO PAMELA PARK
4,900+ SQFT, 5 BED,
WALKOUT L.L., PORCH AND MORE!
JUST BEGINNING CONST. $2.2M
STILL TIME TO MAKE CHANGES

9 BATH

WINDOWS & DOORS




