


This is 3 pleture oF my Family when we First
moved to the east coast. My grandparents are
on the moving truck, and that's my Mom with the
lorg braid. 'm the one puling the waqgon==| had
just Findshed Znd grade. And that's my Aunt heela
wirth the messy bun--she was madybe 1B or 16,

1 sbmast never see her sinege she
went awdy to college, but she's
coming home fonight. She's 6o
coal.. | can't waitl
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Jessie, you're
S0 qrown up/
o L\




How's high
school?

Soo00 much
better than
middle school/

Your
mother tells
me there's

V | cant believe she
told vou! | don't
even know iF he
likes me...

Jessie,, We never
talked about it
befFore,; but when
| was in high
school, | met my
First boyFriend
and it wasn't an
easy situation...
Your mother
wanted me to tell
you about it.

| think |
remember

him. What

happened?

/e
v

It was when we First
moved here. Do yvou
remember thatZ

OF course--
| was like eight
vears old/
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HOMETOWN HIGH 5CHOQL 1,

Hey Sis! | thought you
were working late today. H's 2o hard.
| 5till don't know
Mo, | even got anyone here--at

least you have
. H
cﬁ;: E.ngﬂ QE-W Friends at work.

I'm sure you'll make

: ; Hey, why don't we walk through the
Friends soon, give

Square? There's always something
Fun qoing on down there.




Ani, | know that boy/
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Battle of
the Bands!
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Give him a
'k_ dollar/

" | know that qirl
From school

o

N-something...
Neela...#




You didn't/

"Our First date was just
a walk by the river.”
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What's up?®

e R |

Yo, Derek! It's Meela's birthday
in 8 couple ofF days. | wanna do
something really special. I

7 -Lu:’
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Singing
telegrams 22

Are you
seriouss

Yeah, aquy in a
tuxedo with a bunch
of red roses...

Hey, this is LOVE/
I've gotta make the
grand gesture/

Hi; o | want You only \
;Ds;;?:; i WHI';;?'I%E??
| know
telegram Tgfﬂf‘;ﬁf;:f it's last Okay, well,
gi:‘ft?:i;ﬂ‘s S B i!r-'rlglud%g
[ T
birthday...

Messages CHRIS Details

9 have a surprise 4 u)
' what is it? !

If | tell you it won't be
a surprise, You have
to come outside...
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Hey, | wrote
a song For

MNeeela... | love the way
vou make me Feeeel-3;
the love | have For you
is reeeedl-a... even gave
you a qoreeeela...

Oh my God/!/ Promise
vou'll NEVER play that
For AMYONE else!

Someday I'll be good enough
to write you the song you
really deserve,

(f,lﬁfi' .

\




*Toward the end of Junior year
things started to change.”

|

R\

"I was getting more confidence. | joined
the track team. | started making Friends.”

. *Chrig didn't want things to change.
He wanted me to spend all my time with him.”
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You're applying to some good
schools, Neela, but | think
you should aim a little higher.

L_f | don't know...
do vou think |
could get inZ

Why not? :
Your grades
are defFinitely
strong enough.
Don't sell

vourselF short/
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I've been texting Neela Busy with Wh:.???
all day, and she’s been That quy# 4

Who, Mati2 Don't they

Whﬂfﬁ- 'H'ﬂ Hﬂﬂrlﬂg me
matter, Chris? have physics together?
What's the biqg dealZ
Chill out. She's > LS Ine b ool
~ probably just busy. ;
: - a
[ ; T 1'_‘ _I .
" ; % .| \ i
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I'm qoing o Becky's
birthday party. | told you,
remember?




| thought we were
hanging out.
Can | come#

It's her birthday. q
It's just Becky and
a Few of the qgirls

From track.

17 There aren't

Chris, | just
told you!

going to be any
quys there#

Chris, let qo!
That hurts/

Neela Wait-- don't
want to Fight.

Neela I'm sorry. | just
. love you so much.

—

| never want
to be apart
From youl.

| den't even
Feel alive
without vou.

| should go to Becky's For a while
at least... we can go out aFter.




WhyZ2

Because Chris
wants to hang
out tonight.

50 1 did it, | applied to UPenn/
Mr. Jackson thinks | could
even get a3 scholarship...

How's Chris gonna
Feel about that<

He'll be happy
For me.

You really
think so?

Like when you
qot tickets to
that concert and
went with Becky
instead of him...#

He was just
having a bad
week...

But he's always \
checking up on
you, How many
times a day does
he text you#

He always
wants To
know
where

You quys don't
understand...|

know he can get
possessive but
that just shows
how much he
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messed up...

We haven't had a qirls ,'/

night in months...

< f- &

H's Becky's birthday...
Just tell him vou're

hanging with 4§.

Y 3
You can't even stay (=
For the party...# . .
7'\

No...l can't do
that to him.

I'm really sorry.

— ! N
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I'm here
Where r u?

2/

5] (On my way!
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Oh...it's just
someone From my
physics class,

{1

““E

| don't like you
hanging out

the homework.

He's just a Friend! He
wants to know about

| have to use

the bathroom.
Watch my

purse#




look tragic.

Neela's l'iﬂ:ﬂj

What
happened?

She saw me
qoing through
her phone.

Why would vou
do that#

| just wanted to
know who she's
texting...
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apologize.
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You're right—
mavbe | should

=

Hey, that's not
cool. Don't you
frust her#

LVCE

| know | shouldn't
have spied on you.
| was just jealous.

But | haven't
DONE
anything to
make you
jealous/

<.Just don't do

| promise.
| love vou.

R
bt

| love you




| What?!
£hav& really J

great news!!1

r

Have to tell

,ﬁ
El you in person!!!
I'm home,

come over :D

—

[:j f What? i/

We--we were qoing to
both stay here. Go to

college together...

e But why do you have

- to qo there? What's
— the big dealZ2 What
about MES




iK--it's a great school,
| Chris...we can see each
— other on weekends.
You just want to ¥ —
ttc /
leqve me behindi /% s that's Chris...!
not true... ‘
-'-b..h""\--'

-~
You don't love me/! \
I You don't care
] about me at all/ H“\
v = WHY ARE ¥OU DOING
THIS TO MEZ/

My sister's
home= GET OUT
OF HERE/

N
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At First | thought, *maybe
he's right, maybe | should
just stay here For school”

But then | realized what | already did...But, | don't
YOU quys were saying was know. He Feels really bad.
right. | love Chris and he Maybe we can stay
loves me... but | can't let tegether, even when | go
him CONTROL me. away to school.

Are you going
to break up

Neela, no '
wa}‘.-u

| don't know:

| His parents are
away this weekend
and he wants me to
come over on
Friday. We can talk

Are you sure
it's safe?

| think | owe him




Looks like someone's
not playing quitar today.
What happened?

| tripped...
trying to break

...Meela's breaking up
with me. | just lost it, |
punched the wall...

| know, | know. | don't want
to be this quy, jealous and
mad all the time. But | have
to get her back.

You don't know what
we have. She's the
best thing that ever
happened to me; and
I'm AMOT qoing to let
it end.

Hey listen, you quys are
real young, and things
can get pretty intense.
Maybe it's better iIF vou
get some distance, cool

it a while.

MNo...no...| know | was
wrong. | just have to get
her to Forgive me and we
¢an be together.

I've invited her over
onh Friday, so we'll be
dlone. We can work

I'm concerned about
this Chris. Can | set you
up with Ms. Sanchez in
counseling#




I'm glad you're %
accepting

UPenn's offFer--

c.unqra'rula'hnnﬁ

|

""-_-r‘ Meela, | know you care about him, and I'm
sure he means well, but he's shown that he
i. ¢an be violent. It's not a safFe situation.

But this thin p——?
with t_'l.|-|.riﬁl-:g He talked

to you#d

Meela, this is serious.
You ﬁﬁan.-“dn"f be
dlone with ﬁfm

AR " ||J A3
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He loves me.
He would never




sure you don't want
me to come with?

Thanks Becks.
It be fine.




Oh my God... Auntie Neela...
what did yvou DO=/

| stood there For a long
time. | thought about
everything that happened,
everything that everyone
had been saying to me...
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Wow. That must F When we were dating, | was so involved in the

have been so hard. situation, | couldn't see clearly... | had never been
in love befFore... But now | know, what Chris was
H was, but | knew it doing, trying to manipulate and control me,
was the right decision. that's not love, that's abuse. Abuse isn't always
Chris kept calling and physical. i can be emotional, psychological,
H"lngfb;_lgt:;ﬁ’rﬂh'l‘-‘d verbal. Chris wasn't a bad person, but that's
what was going on.
S~—

I'm 5o glad you got My Friends. They were
away From that. What 50 supportive. They
helped you the most® didn't judge Chris, but
they did help me see
how unhealthy the
relationship was.

| hepe | would
be that qood
of a Friend.

| think you would be, Jessie. Just be There are numbers they can

a good listener, and iF you see call, they could go to their
anyone in a8 bad situation, make sure parents--and you know you
they know there are places where and your Friends can always
they can get help. come to me right?

But...what
happened to
Chris#




|

He went through | have one more
some really tough question... Are you seeing
times, but | hear he's anyone now#

doing better now.

20

Nosy qirlf
That's a story For
another day/




what you need to know

Stories like Neela’s are very common. It is normal to think that
dating abuse could never happen to you. But the truth is that
anyone can experience dating abuse.

Here's what you need to know:

Dating abuse is common: As many as 1in 5 girls and 1in 7 boys
experience dating abuse in some form.

Guys experience dating abuse: Dating abuse happens to people of
any gender.

It happens in LGBTQ relationships: People of any gender identity
or sexual orientation can experience dating abuse.

There are many different kinds of dating abuse.

+ Physical - punching, slapping, kicking, or shoving

« Emotional - name-calling, bullying, shaming, being controlling or
possessive, or keeping you away from friends and family

« Sexual - forcing or pressuring you to do something sexual

« Stalking - repeated harassing or threatening behavior

+ Cyber Abuse - posting damaging pictures of you online or
sending threatening text messages

Breakup violence: Even people who haven't been
abusive before may get violent during a breakup. If you're

trying to end a relationship and you feel scared, get help
from an adult you trust and develop a safety plan.




If your dating partner is abusive, it is not your fault. That’s true no
matter what your partner tells you. No one deserves to be hurt by a
partner for any reason.

Use these resources to learn more or get help — for yourself
or someone you love:

« loveisrespect: www.loveisrespect.org
« One Love: www.joinonelove.org
« Reach Beyond Domestic Violence: www.reachma.org

Know someone in an abusive relationship?
you can help:

« Tell your friend you support them

« Avoid telling them what to do — always respect your
friend’s feelings and decisions
- Encourage them to get help from a trusted adult

Get Help Now
+ Reach a loveisrespect.org peer advocate:
v Call 1-866-331-9474
»n Text “loveis” to 22522
+ Call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233
« Call 911 right away if you or someone you know is in danger



Neela & Chris: Broken Love is
dedicated to the memory of
Lauren Dunne Astley, a caring

and talented 18-year-old young woman
who had just graduated from Wayland
High School in Massachusetis. She was
passionate about her friends and family,
the arts, and community service and was
planning to attend Elon University in MNorth
Carolina. She died on July 3, 201 at the
hands of her former boyiriend In an act of
breakup violence,

In honor of their daughter, Mary K. Dunne
and Malcolm L. Astley launched the
Lauren Dunne Astley Memorial Fund.
Their mission is to promote dynamic
educational programs, particularky
those in the areas of the development
of healthy teen relationships, the arts,
and community service,

With Gratitude

Neelg and Chris: Broken Love was developed with the help of comic book
professionals, high school students, and expers in domestic violence and teen
dating abuse prevention.

Special thanks to Dan Mazur, Batton Lash, Cathy Leamy, Ben Blair, Erina Alkema,
Louis Loftus, Lori Hodin, Rachel Brown, Haley Walker, Otto Zaccardo, Mikey
O'Connell, Jéssica Teperow (Reach Beyond Domestic Violence), David Adams
(Emerge), Krista Gluntoli {One Love Foundation), and Emily Rothman (Boston
University School of Public Health).



