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ThinkTank is a facilitated forum 
 offered by the Integrative Teaching 
International organization. It brings 
 together art and design master 
 teachers, administrators & emerging 
educators to address thematic issues 
of higher education. By linking  
educational theory to practice, 
 ThinkTank identifi es innovative new 
approaches to higher education.

Integrative Teaching International 
evaluates ThinkTank outcomes and 
creates or modifi es theories, policies 
and curricula for future ThinkTank 
sessions. ITI is an educational corpo-
ration in the State of Illinois applying 
for non-profi t status.
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Comments?
ITI welcomes all comments about its 
activities or content. Please e-mail us 
at rsieg@uga.edu

Our newsletter is designed to share news of a 
grass-roots initiative to improve art + design 
foundations. We believe that change happens 
by those who envision it – not just from the top 
or just from the bottom – but bi-directionally.
 
If you have not heard of ThinkTank or 
Integrative Teaching International, that’s ok. We 
have been steadily expanding over the past 
fi ve years, from the rough beginnings of an idea 
to the implementation of our current week-long 
intensive. To date, we’ve had participation from 
200 master and emerging educators and 
administrators representing 80 colleges and 
universities in 30 states.

We believe in leading change. Will you join us?
international
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integrative

higher education at a higher level  
 

Integrative Teaching International 
Encouraging discussions, supporting research and developing new 
frameworks for improving college-level art + design foundations 
teaching. 

ThinkTank is part of the Integrative Teaching International (ITI), an Illinois-based 
educational corporation. 
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What is an inquiry-based art+design foundation? 
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An inquiry-based approach engages students in investigating real world questions through technical, material, and 
formal skill development. Inquiry is authentic problem solving and forms minds through questioning, seeking, 
examining, finding and connecting. An authentic problem is one where a teacher does not know the answer when 
posing a task to a student: both teacher and student are motivated by cooperation working toward exploring and 
solving a problem. The solution should evoke deep insights for both teacher and student as neither expected the 
particulars of the answer at the outset of the task.  

 

Inquiry-based art+design instructional methods reaffirm a Euclidian approach to thinking. Hand is not separate from 
mind. Instead, training the hand, in relation to the eye, is training the mind. Just as Euclid, 2300 years ago, set out 
the cornerstones of geometry through the physical manipulation of materials, so too foundations teaches a pathway 
into visual thinking through the constraints and affordances of visual media. In addition, inquiry-based methods may 
also be Cartesian (shaped by ideas). Both methods are means for articulating concepts that enter social interaction. 
In either situation, technology (mediums) becomes an interface that can accelerate, expand, and deepen 
communication. 

 

Inquiry complements the Socratic dialogue in which the teacher guides a student into a preconceived enlightened 
state through a series of questions. It is different from critical thinking when defined as analysis through a single, 
deconstructive theoretical lens.  In inquiry-based education, the teacher and student work together for an outcome 
that is glimpsed, but not fully articulated, at the beginning of the journey. The process of instruction is inductive—
building empirical evidence into plausible arguments—utilizing the visual tool kit of the elements of art and the 
principles of design to gather clues that inform the emergent hypothesis. 

 

Inquiry is the engine of creation and creates new value by making new connections, or revitalizing existing ones. 
Inquiry should beget insight, or a genuine type of knowing where the power of the idea and possible outcomes are 
compelling, convincing and desired. The process of art+design is a dialogue of meaning making between maker and 
society. Inquiry trains the voice of the aspirant artist/designer so that it can be heard.  

 

Inquiry is also iterative, either through trial and error or by using life experiences towards new ones.  It cycles, 
changes variables and continuously evolves. Inquiry should motivate exploration and action. It conceives of artifacts 
of instruction as initiators and markers of a dialogue between the artist/designer and a specified audience. A 
measure of the success of an object is the quality of conversation the artifact evokes. 

 

Inquiry is creative in that it generates new possibilities.   

It is constructive as it works through inferential, rather than deductive reasoning.  

It is critical because is incorporates multiple theoretical frameworks.   

It is connective as it seeks links and partnership with diverse audiences.  

 

At its core, training in art and design is not just skills acquisition in artifact making, but training the habits of mind 
through a cyclical and reiterative process of the hand shaping ideas and ideas guiding the hand.  

 

Ideation 1.1 


