ART 121

Final: Dimensional Photo Collage
Due Date_______
Project Objective: To explore relationships between two and three dimensions and create a dynamic dimensional collage using proximity, continuity and overlap.
Description: While the photograph is an inherently 2 dimensional product, the photographic process heightens awareness of the 3 dimensional subject. When images are combined to create a collage, proximity and continuity are as important as the subject itself. For this project you will examine and experiment with this relationship between the 2D photo and the 3D subject represented by the photo. You will create a dimensional composition using at least 50 photographs of a single subject (i.e. person, animal, object) or a single site (i.e. architecture, landscape, interior space). You must thoroughly investigate this subject. Take photos at various angles, distances, or times of day. Strive to capture the details of the texture and surface of your subject. Chose a subject that will hold your interest for the duration of the project. You will then take your digital photographs and have them printed at a commercial lab. You will then cut and paste the resulting prints onto a dimensional substrate to create a complex collage that strives to represent your original subject matter in a new way. 
Process: 

1. First look at your surroundings. What buildings are most interesting? What happens in the laundry room? Dynamic subject matter makes this problem easier to solve, so look for sites you can traverse or for subject matter that emphasizes surface, texture and detail.
2. Then, consider the type of composite image that will best express your subject matter.  Some of the options include:

· A panoramic/dimensional scene

· A small object that will appear monumental

· An interior, showing all four walls viewed from a single vantage point

· A person or other subject realized in 3 dimensions.
3. Practice shooting first. The idea behind Simon’s and Herring’s approach is to photograph a subject by breaking it up into many smaller elements. You could think of your subject as having an invisible grid with overlapping squares placed upon it. 

4. Continue to shoot the entire subject or scene, overlapping both vertically and horizontally until you have completely mapped the object or area.

5. Then take the digital files in for processing. Ask for matte finish if possible (better for fingerprints), and an extra set of prints.
6. Mount the photographs to a dimensional piece of Illustration, Mat board or cardboard substrate suitable in size to your composition using rubber cement or another adhesive.
7. Your final dimensional collage should strive to re-present, in format and presentation, your original subject matter. Think of a diorama style for an interior or a concave arch for a landscape. Both prints and substrate should be cut and manipulated to enforce your subject matter.
Materials: digital camera, at least 72 color prints, adhesive and cardboard, illustration or mat board. Tape, hot glue etc, may be employed to create the substrate.







