
The Orphan Evangelist 

 Jérémie Mercier is the founder of the Children of Tomorrow Orphanage (Timoun Demen in Haitian 

Creole). His story is incredible, and it is hard to believe this has happened in the 21st century. It 

begins with his mother, where life always begins. 

Jérémie’s mother, Mioleine Israel, grew up in an area called the Platon Orange (the Orange Plateau), 

which is, in part, the area where Jérémie and the children of the orphanage now reside, specifically 

Hinche, Haiti. The area was very poor, with no real educational opportunities available. Mioleine 

never went to school, but worked in the fields, helping to grow and cultivate the gardens for her 

parents’ family, which was their only source of food. The living conditions there became so precarious 

that her parents gave her to “domestics”. In this situation, another family takes a child in as a 

“restavek.”  

Restavek is a form of modern-day child slavery that persists in Haiti, affecting one in every 15 

children. Mioleine was responsible for the entire household, the care of the children, and the kitchen. 

Even though she prepared the food for the family, she was not allowed to eat. She carried heavy tubs 

full of laundry and water from the village and endured miles of walking with nearly no food or water 

to survive on.  

 

Mioleine did survive though, in part due to a neighbor who would sneak food like fish under the 

garden fence for her to eat. Though she was responsible for getting the children off to school, she was 

never sent to school herself, and as a result, never learned to read or write. Haitian law does not 

recognize restaveks as people who work, so a salary for her simply didn’t exist. Amazingly, Mioleine 

raised two boys, one of whom became a medical doctor and the other who became a leader in the 

community.  



When the earthquake hit Haiti in 2010, Jérémie was working with the United Nations as a translator, 

but decided to go home to Platon Orange to help the children there. The earthquake resulted in many 

deaths, and therefore many orphans were left. Jérémie began taking in children out of love, and later 

out of fear that they would become involved in restavek, drugs, crime, and prostitution. Jérémie 

currently has 58 children in his care, ranging in age from three to 18. Just four years ago, he had 35 

children in his care. The need seems to keep coming.  

 

Jérémie is a visionary. After you meet him for the first time, you see this clearly. He has a small stature, 

malnourished himself as a child, with an unassuming way about him. He has a gentle voice and 

manner, but his commitment to the lives of the children, and his faith in God, is absolutely unshakable. 

Jérémie is known to say, “God’s timing is always perfect.”  

   

Beyond caring for the children, creating the agricultural farm to grow food, building wells and 

creating three schools, Jérémie has a vision to expand the orphanage to house 300 children. He 

hopes to develop an agricultural program to teach farming skills, and to further develop a trade 

school and a home economics school, which will cultivate real-life, practical skills that the children 

need in order to become self-sufficient.  


