
 

PARTICIPANT DAY 
 
Participant Day 2019 
By: Jack Croley 
 
On Friday, August 16, 2019, we 
went to Little House of Glencoe. 
First, we went to Our Place. 
Second, I, Val, and Jack stayed 
downstairs to wait for Alison to 
drive. When we got into the van, we 
buckled our seatbelts and drove 
from Our Place to the Little House 
Glencoe. Third, we danced to the 
music on the radio. When we got 
there, I sat on the couch with my 
friends. Fourth, we got in line to 
get some food. I had a hamburger 
with ketchup and mustard with a 
side of salad with ranch dressing 
and a glass of lemonade. After we 
ate lunch, we played lawn games. I 
played Bean Bag Toss with my 
friends. Fifth, I danced to 
Gangnam Style when it was playing  
 

 

on the radio. Sixth, I sat down and 
drank some water to cool down.  
When it was 2:15, we went back 
into the van, we buckled our 
seatbelts and gave attendance to 
say who is here and we danced 
some more.  
 

 
 
Seventh, we went back to Our 
Place, I sat down and waited for my 
ride to be here. Eighth, I went into 
my mom’s car to go home.  
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Little House of Glencoe 
By: Frank Craven 
 
On 8/16 for Participant Day we had 
a cookout at the Little House of 
Glencoe. For lunch we had turkey 
burgers and lemonade and water. 
We played lawn games like soccer 
and bean bag toss and afterwards 
we got back to Our Place for an ice 
cream treat. We got changed into 
our extra clothes to get ready for 
the water balloon fight and 
everyone got wet with water 
balloons. I even got soaked with a 
big bucket of ice cold water. I had a 
fun time and it was a good thing I 
had extra dry clothes to change 
into. I had a really good time with 
all my friends at Our Place. 
 

 

POETRY 
 
Rain 
By: Sean Waterbury 
 
Drops of water 
Splitter splatter  
On the pavement 

Gifting relief from the heat 
Before we are beat 
 
This essence of life 
Litters the leaf 
To elevate and shine 
 
This precious rain  
Will wash away the sorrows 
Down the drain  
And with it, bring a light 
Into the new tomorrow 
 
One by one  
We say, thank you 
Thanks for this gift 
This gift of rain 

 
The New York Times: Part 1 
By: Andrew Sautel 
 
Walking at Night you get to see the 
lights and they are bright. As I walk 
around from building to building 
there is something pointing into 
the sky as I look up high. It looks 
like a sharp lead of a pencil, so tall 
and it is a New York State Of Mind 
except there is more to it. So many 
delis and somewhere out there are 
these dark alleys. I had this 
sandwich and it was warm and yet 
the streets are filled like a swarm. 
Oh the Places you’ll go. The bread 
tastes like sour dough. Sometimes I 
would see things in the windows 
and under water there are 
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minnows. I would always 
remember Broadway yet I was 
blown away. Good shows and the 
attractions, good moments and oh 
so many people walking around 
and around, around, around, 
around, around. Oh the Places 
you’ll go. 

 
WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
 
My Brother’s Wedding 
By: Katie Livingston 
 
I went to my brother’s wedding in 
Durham, North Carolina. We went 
to check in at the hotel. We 
checked into the room and we had 
a practice. I had to go to lots of 
bridesmaid events and even to a 
luncheon. My family came in from 
many different places. We had a lot 
of fun at practice. I got my hair 
done and my makeup done and got 
white flowers. The guys got flowers 
on their suits.  I went to the church 
on Saturday and I was a 
bridesmaid in the wedding. We had 
a wedding party with family and 
friends and cousins. After that we 
took pictures at different places. 
We had a party after and then more 
and more parties. We got 
bridesmaid gifts and goodie bags 
with cool stuff in it. 
 
 

Michigan Vacation 
By: Frank Craven 
 
A couple weekends ago me and my 
mom and dad got packed up for the 
long ride to Michigan. My aunt 
Kathy and my brother Charlie and 
my sister in law Nicole and Theo 
and the dog came with too. For 
dinner Tuesday night my aunt 
Kathy made her famous fried 
chicken and her white milk gravy 
and we had lots of fresh fruits. I 
also drank a lot of vitamin water to 
stay hydrated in the hot sun and 
cooled off a lot after. 
 
Labor Day 
By: Chris Pullman 
 
We like being out on Labor Day. 
We like going for a walk. We like 
walking around in the 
neighborhood. We like walking 
around in town. I like drinking 
some water. We like coming to my 
house. We like walking back to my 
house. We like eating dinner. I like 
walking with Mom. I like hanging 
out with Dad. I like watching TV. 
We like walking down the street. 
We like having some chicken.  
 
Have Dreams 
By: Jack Croley 
 
I am going to Northwestern with 
my friends starting on August 26th. 
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I am going with Christian, Jared, 
and James. First, I will wake up. 
Second, I will take a shower and 
shave. After I am done with the 
shower, I will brush my teeth. Next, 
I’ll put on a button down t-shirt, 
underwear, khakis with a belt, 
shoes, and my watch. When I get 
downstairs, I will eat my breakfast. 
Second, I will make my lunch to 
take to Northwestern. Third, I will 
walk to the train with Christian. 
Sometimes I will take the PACE 
bus and sometimes I will take an 
Uber. When the Metra train arrives 
at a complete stop, Christian and I 
will get on the train. Fourth, I will 
get mine and Christian’s ticket. 
When it is my and Christian’s stop, 
Christian and I will get off the train 
and walk to Northwestern. Fifth, I 
will get downstairs and push the 
down button to the classroom. I 
will work three different jobs. After 
I am finished with my job, I will go 
to the cafeteria to have lunch. 
Sixth, I will work more until the 
afternoon. Seventh, I will walk with 
my friends to the train home. I will 
wait for my train with my friends. 
When the Metra train arrives to a 
complete stop, Christian and I will 
get on the train. Eighth, I will show 
mine and Christian’s ticket to the 
conductor. When the train arrives 
to Christian’s stop, I will say 
goodbye to Christian. Ninth, I will 
walk all the way home.  

Special Gifts Theatre 
By: Katie Livingston 
 
On 9/16 we started Special Gifts 
Theatre. For our first day we did 
the Music Man for the Creating 
Outside the Lines adult program. It 
is an acting singing and dancing 
program for both adults and kids 
with special needs and we put on 
productions for many people who 
have special needs. Kids and adults 
come to support us to raise money 
for organizations and people can 
come see the shows too. We have 
fundraisers too like bowling. Peer 
mentors also work with us. 
 
Music Man 
By: Andrew Sautel 
 
We got tickets to go see Music Man 
and it was fun because it was at the 
Goodman Theater in Chicago. We 
walked and walked and walked and 
walked and we finally got there. 
When we got to the Goodman 
Theater, we saw Music Man. We 
knew all the songs and even Wells 
Fargo Wagon and 76 Trombones 
and it was fun to see it there. We 
enjoyed the whole thing. It was fun 
going back to Chicago. It was fun 
and the show was fun because we 
knew all the songs and they did 
Shipoopi. The guy that did 
Shipoopi is hilarious. We get to do 
Music Man for Special Gifts 
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Theatre and I think that from 
seeing it, I get to be in it. Almost all 
of my friends will get to be there for 
the fall show. 
 
Hidden Creek Water Park 
By: Chris Pullman 
 
We like going to Hidden Creek 
Aqua Park. We like going up the 
stairs. We like going down the 
water slide. I like jumping off the 
diving board. I like getting into the 
water. I like doing the freestyle. I 
like going up the stairs. I like going 
down the water slide. 

OUR PLACE PROGRAMS 
 
Photography 
By: Sean Waterbury 
 
On the late afternoons of 
Wednesdays, our photography 
group has taken many trips to the 
Chicago Botanical Gardens 
throughout most of the summer, 
including last week. We have 
explored several areas of the 
gardens and taken a bountiful 
number of stunning photos of the 
sights we have seen. Like wildlife, 
flowers, trees, and landscapes.  It 
has been fun and adventurous. 
Overall, I have enjoyed it very 
much. 

 

SPORTS 
 
Chicago Sports 
By: Frank Craven 
 
On Thursday 9/5, me, Chris, and 
Susan watched the Chicago Bears 
play the Green Bay Packers. The 
final score was the Green Bay 
Packers 10 and our Chicago Bears 
3. But our Chicago Cubs won the 
battle against the Milwaukee 
Brewers by a score of 10 to 5 that 
same night. 

SHORT STORY 
 
George the Curious 
By: Sean Waterbury 
 
A sliver of light cracked the horizon 
signaling a new day as George the 
Curious woke up with a majestic 
yawn. He then climbed out of bed 
and stumbled down the stair. 
Eventually he made his way into 
the kitchen but the second he 
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entered George knew something 
was wrong. His monkey like body 
perked up as for some odd reason 
his kitchen was a complete mess 
like someone or something had 
broken in. Apparently they were 
looking for something and left in a 
hurry as George saw the back door 
left wide open. He quickly cleaned 
up the mess and closed the door in 
which he discovered nothing was 
missing which meant they didn’t 
find what they were looking for and 
most likely they will return. So 
George went to his phone and 
called his detective friend. He told 
her about what happened and how 
there was a chance they might be 
back. He also asked her if there was 
anything he could do. She didn’t 
tell much as there wasn’t much to 
say but told him that there have 
many incidents like this recently 
and that they have been trying to 
track down who has been behind 
them. All they did know was that 
whoever it was left no trace and 
that items in question that were 
stolen seemed so random. The 
detective told him to be careful and 
that hopefully soon they will know 
more information. Then the 
conversation ended. This wasn’t 
what George wanted to hear as he 
slammed down the phone in 
frustration and let out a loud 
screech.  
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MEET THE AUTHOR 
 

 
 

Katie Livingston 
 

Q: What do you like to write about 
in Our Place Press? 
 
A: Our Place, Special Gifts Theatre, 
NSSRA, Center for Enriched 
Living, Special Olympics and my 
weekend 
 
Q: What is your favorite program 
at Our Place? What do you like 
about it? 
 
A: My two favorites would have to 
be Swimming and Community 
Lunch. I like going to Swimming 
because I used to do swim lessons 
and I like Community Lunch 
because I can hang out with my 
friends and talk to them. 
 
Q: What do you like to do in your 
free time? 
 
A: Singing, dancing, sign language, 
coloring on my iPad, talk to my 

friends on FaceTime or the phone, 
watch TV and movies, and go to 
events. 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
 
A: Aladdin is my favorite movie. 
 
Q: What is your favorite song? 
 
A: My two favorite songs would 
have to be We’re All in This 
Together from High School Musical 
and World’s Greatest by R. Kelly. 
 
Q: What is your favorite kind of 
music? 
 
A: Country and Christmas music 
 
Q: What is something that you’d 
like people to know about you? 
 
A: I am hard working and I am 
talented at dancing, singing, and 
acting. 
 
 
 


