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What is a timeline?

A timeline is an actual sequence of events that have occurred in History. It can
depict a sequence of events as they occured in a certain period of time.
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Historical Timelines

If you travel back twenty centuries on this timeline, you will come to the year from

which the positive counting of years began. But history goes back even before
that. In most timelines, there are time frames before and after the point at which

the positive counting of years began.

Remarks: For the AD years, sometimes we can omit ‘AD’to make things simple.

For BC years, however, we must not do that.
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The system of naming the years

Time, as we know, did not start with the birth of Christ. To number anything we
need a starting point! The year of Christ’s birth was chosen as the starting

point- year one of our calendar. But how do we number the years before and
after the birth of Christ?
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Did you know?
Our present calendar is called
the Gregorian calendar after
Pope Gregory the Thirteenth.




Before the birth of Christ

The years before the birth of Christ are also numbered. But there is a
difference! The years before Christ’s birth are counted backwards!
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BC - Before Christ

When this calendar was established most of the people of Europe
were Christians. They believed that Jesus christ was their God and his
birth was the most important event in history.

These people numbered the years from the year of his birth. Jesus was
born almost 2000 years ago, which became the first year of our calendar
and all years before that were labeled BC as in Before Christ or BCE.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccwFRZFsDbk&t=20

This system is now used all over the world. But there are
several other calendars as well, for example, Chinese, Muslim,
Hindu and Jewish calendars use different starting points. The
dates of festivals associated with these calendars are decided
based on these calendars themselves.
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