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CALTON HILL 
Calton Hill is home the Scottish Government’s offices in St Andrew’s House on the steep southern slope of the hill – the Scottish Parliament Building and 
other notable buildings (Holyrood Palace) lying near the foot of the hill.

The hill is also the location of several iconic monuments and buildings: the National Monument, the Nelson Monument, the Dugald Stewart Monument, the 
old Royal High School, the Robert Burns Monument, the Political Martyrs’ Monument and the City Observatory.

The future of the derelict Old Royal High School is currently under debate. Rival proposals of a hotel by Hoskins Architects and a music school by Richard 
Murphy Architects have ignited fierce debate. Hopefully one of these proposals will give this impressive building a new lease of life.

Collective Architecture has undertaken conservation work on the dome atop Calton Hill, enabling the structure to be opened to the public once again for art 
exhibitions and performances. The A-listed building is currently home to Collective gallery.

From the summit of Calton Hill on a clear day you can see the wind turbines in Fife, contributing to the high percentage of renewable energy generated in 
Scotland. Also visible is the Scottish Parliament which achieved a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating when it was opened. It is heated by a combined heat and power 
plant and has 40m2 of solar panels. 

From Calton Hill, head down to London Road, left onto Picardy Place, 
right onto Union Street and then left onto Forth Street to Hart Street.
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MURPHY HOUSE AT HART STREET
Hart St. EH1 3RN

On the corner between the sandstone tenements, sits a modern new home designed and occupied by Architect Richard Murphy. This home has an 
innovative solar heating system, designed for solar heat gain, photovoltaic cells which power a fan drawing warm air into a rock store in the basement. The 
heat can then be released later to warm the house passively.

For many years Howard Liddell ran one of the UK’s foremost ecological architect practices, Gaia Architects, from the former monastery behind Richard 
Murphy’s house. Howard was one of the founding members of Scottish Ecological Design Association and was awarded an OBE for services to architecture, 
shortly before his untimely death in 2013. Howard was a pioneer in ecological design and many of the buildings in this series of tours bear witness to his 
teaching and research.

Head down Broughton Street and cross the Water of Leith to arrive at the Royal Botanic Gardens.

2 

JOHN HOPE GATEWAY
Royal Botanical Garden. EH3 5NZ     

John Hope Gateway, the Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh’s biodiversity and information centre, in the Botanic Gardens was designed by Cullian 
Architects in London. Designed to demonstrate an environmental message, the building has high ecological credentials. Perhaps most obvious is the wind 
turbine mounted on the green sedum roof – but there are also other renewable energy systems, such as a biomass-fuelled boiler, solar collectors for hot 
water and photovoltaic panels. Careful orientation, good daylighting, natural ventilation and high insulation levels all contribute to the building’s energy 
efficiency – and strong and durable materials will guarantee a long life for the centre.

Using natural, local materials to construct the centre has also reduced its carbon footprint. Timber (Scottish wherever possible) was an obvious choice and 
is used extensively for structures and finishes, including the structured veneered lumber of the mullions and transoms of the glazing, the helical stair and 
major items of furniture. Even the restaurant table tops have been made from trees previously felled in the garden.
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START WAVERLY STATION
Start at Waverley Station and head up Waverley Steps to Princess Street, turn right and head up Calton Hill.
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STOCKBRIDGE COLONY HOUSES
Glenogle Rd. EH3 5HW       

 
Head south along Arboretum Avenue to the Stocksbridge colony houses.

Between Glenogle Road and the Water of Leith are eleven parallel streets, collectively known as the Stockbridge Colonies. The homes were built between 
1861 and 1911 by the Edinburgh Co-operative Building Company to provide low-cost housing for the artisan class. The streets are named after the company’s 
founders including geologist and writer Hugh Miller (1802–56). The colony houses are now listed and part of a conservation area. 
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GRASSMARKET COMMUNITY PROJECT 
 Grassmarket

At the eastern end of Grassmarket is the Grassmarket Community Project. This building was refurbished and extended in response to a need for additional 
venues for the Edinburgh Festival. The building has a sedum roof, lots of natural daylight, natural ventilation and a superb social enterprise cafe offering 
local produce. 

Continue left along Hill Street and under the underpass to return to the start point.

7

© Scottish Ecological Design Association - www.seda.uk.net - The Scottish Ecological Design Association is a registered charity: SC020799                                                              Designed by dotrun.co.uk

INDIA PLACE ALLOTMENTS
India Pl. EH3 6FT
     

Follow Arboretum Avenue through onto Kerr Street and then take a right along Water of Leith walkway. At the first bridge go up the steps and 
along to MacKenzie Place. At the end of the street is India Place allotments.

This is Edinburgh’s first fully organic raised beds allotment site. The official handover of the site and grand opening of the hut took place in May 2013 with a 
community barbecue and opening party. The communal shed is designed by Sutherland Hussey Architects. Acting as the central organising building on the 
site, the shed has been constructed from locally sourced timber and provides shelter, warmth and a conversation space for the allotment tenants.
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GILMORES CLOSE 
Grassmarket

Return to the Water of Leith walkway and continue west, turn left onto Bells Brae and then right onto Queensferry Street. Turn right down 
Lothian Road then immediately left along King’s Stables Road to the Grassmarket.

Gilmores Close, halfway along Grassmarket on right hand side, is an innovative housing refurbishment by Assist Architects. It is the final phase of 
redevelopment of the Caste Trades Hostel in the centre of the city’s World Heritage site. The project specifically tackles the difficult task of refurbishing an 
existing building to minimise CO2 emissions and dependency on non-renewable energy. The building is equipped with a ground source heat pump, with 
70m vertical bores drilled into the bedrock to provide onsite renewable energy for hot water and space heating. There are also south-facing sunspaces for 
passive solar gain, combined with a positive input heat recovery system to minimise the requirements for a nonrenewable energy source. Finally, enhanced 
insulation is wrapped inside the existing stone fabric and secondary glazing added to the existing sash and case windows to minimise heat loss. 
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CHAPEL OF SAINT ALBERT THE GREAT 
 George Square Ln.

Follow Candlemaker Row and Forrest Row to reach the cycle path down to The Meadows. Just off George Square Lane, on the right hand side 
is the beautiful Chapel of Saint Albert the Great

Designed by Simpson & Brown Architects, the most important factors in the design were choice of materials, building form, achieving a peaceful space 
required of a chapel and to connect it to the the natural settting.

Local stone was used with large format clay blocks to form the external wall and there is use of Scottish oak internally. A combination of clerestory glazing, 
ventilator windows and a lightwell with opening rooflights provides both natural light and ventilation. Daylight is introduced by mirrors and filtered 
through continuous oak slats along the length of the chapel.The external finish on the roof is sedum, again connecting the building to its garden setting, and 
minimising its visual impact from above. This building is normally open to visitors.
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EDINBURGH CENTRE FOR CARBON INNOVATION  
Infirmary Street

The final stop on the tour is the Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation. Head back along to Chambers Street (turning right past the Museum 
of Scotland), carry on along Infirmary Street, at the eastern end is the Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation designed by Malcolm Fraser 
Architects.

This unique building opened in October 2013 and is the first historic, refurbished building in the UK to achieve the building sustainability BREEAM 
Outstanding award.

The centre’s unique design included careful consideration of building fabric, prioritising sustainable and recycled materials, and a specialised ‘vapour open’ 
system of insulation to limit energy loss, but ensure good indoor air quality.

Features such as recovering heat from high level of the central atrium space to pre-heat the air serving occupied spaces; solar controlled glazing in the 
windows to keep occupants cool and reduce the need for cooling, energy efficient lighting controls and underfloor heating connected to a combined heat 
and power source will all contribute to a 30% saving in energy consumption over the building’s previous performance.

From here, return to your starting point by heading down Blackfriars Street, up the Royal Mile and then right onto North Bridge and back to 
Waverley Station.

9


