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Dear Reader

This edition of ‘Q’ News is reaching you slightly later than usual and after we have all, I hope, 
enjoyed a lovely Easter break.  This is due to commitments in the UK at the end of term in 
connection with our new school building.

As you are able to witness for yourselves, the development of the build is both rapid and hugely 
exciting.  It has been wonderful to involve so many current students on visits, work experience, 
photography competitions and even Maths lessons, where suddenly, ratio, equations, angles and 
numbers have more relevance and meaning.  There will be a further update in our Summer edition 
of ‘Q News’ from the build team, which I know you will find very informative and I hope feel as 
inspired and as excited as we are for what lies ahead for us.

Reflecting on the success of the Spring Term, now behind us, I can think of no better example of a 
school term that emphasises and delivers our school vision and aim of “Learning to be your best – 
through excellence and enjoyment”.  From the early days of January it was clear to us all that our 
School Production of ‘Oliver!’ at the Jersey Opera House was going to be something very special 
and quite spectacular.  Our unrivalled reputation for delivering outstanding and professional shows 
was further endorsed with sell out performances.  To see and hear the exceptional feedback from 
each show on social media and correspondence to the school was all truly wonderful and very 
well deserved for everyone involved.  The sheer talent demonstrated by our amazing students will 
live long in the memory of this community and the staff who led and supported this spectacle once 
again, demonstrated their commitment, desire and willingness to go further than many often think 
is possible.  Together they created opportunities and performances that are of such a high quality, 
life changing and truly memorable for those performing and those lucky enough to witness it during 
sell-out shows.  This was excellence and enjoyment of the highest level imaginable.

Excellence was also achieved by our Year 11 students in the English Language IGCSE results in 
January.  We have to be thrilled and proud with the way this year group has responded to the 
challenges external examinations bring.  Their commitment and attendance at February revision 
during half-term was reflected in 94% of the year group attending.  Easter revision sessions have 
also been well attended and the support and guidance they have been given by their teachers has 
been second to none.  (The enjoyment part of our aim will hopefully be experienced when they 
receive their results in August!)   I am so proud of this year group – and as the final few weeks are 
almost upon us – we need to make the most of their remaining time with us at Les Quennevais.

Excellence was also rife in PE – where we have triumphed on the pitch in all disciplines, netball, 
football and rugby, through a good cross section of year groups.  We were able to celebrate in style 
at our Annual Sports Dinner at Jersey Rugby Club, which is always a highlight of the year for us 
all.  From Year 7-11, your children are a credit to us all – it is a very special evening, and our guest 
speakers, Harvey Biljon, Director of Jersey Reds and former Les Quennevais Head Girl and Ladies 
Captain, Lauren Lowe, were thoroughly impressed and delighted to be part of this event.

We were thrilled and very impressed to have so many of our students achieve MENSA International 
membership across all year groups – particular thanks to Ms Hyam for promoting and leading 
this “immense” opportunity.  They are now part of an elite club which places them in the top 2% 
globally! Incredible!
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Not to be outdone - other curriculum areas excelled during a busy Spring Term.  Our Maths 
Department took advantage of National Pi Day to creatively explore the world of Pi, by creating 
a 3200 digit Pi skyline along the ground floor corridors covering 88m, with the help of students 
in Year 7, 8 and 9.  Our Maths team also showed they were game for a laugh by expanding the 
opportunities of Pi during Red Nose Week and allowed themselves to be ‘custard pie-d’ in the name 
of a good cause!  Not surprisingly our students were lining up to put their hands in their pockets 
and launch a pie at their Maths teachers for one day only. #respect for our Maths teachers – great 
sports indeed!

We’ve also had an LQ Bake-off in Food and an LQ Blake-off in poetry!  Both events highlighted 
exceptional talent and effort from all the students who took part.  Art and Textiles have also 
had a busy term - a report in this Edition is testament to the creativity and talent that thrives at 
LQ!  Students taking part in the Business Challenge led by Mrs Griffiths produced high quality 
merchandise and were highly commended by those organising this Island-wide initiative.  

When showcasing enjoyment, our school pulls out all the stops for Red Nose Day!  A visit earlier 
in the term from an official Red Nose International Ambassador, to congratulate our school on its 
Super Fundraiser status, fired up everyone to pull out all the stops again for this great charitable 
event.  Super Fundraiser Status means we are in the top 5 schools in the UK for fundraising for 
Comic Relief. This is a massive and unique achievement for our school and our community, who 
year after year give so generously.  I know Eddie Gough, former LQ teacher and founder of this 
LQ tradition, will be hugely proud that under our charity organiser, Miss Le Quesne, this spirit of 
generously giving and having great fun continues to thrive at LQ.  From the gunge tank for teachers, 
the wheel of challenge, teacher and student talent shows and much more, we had enormous fun.  
There is nothing quite like the drive to work on Red Nose Day, seeing such a wide range of hilarious 
costumes standing at bus stops, riding bicycles and clambering awkwardly out of cars.  What an 
amazing community we belong to - there is such a strong spirit at our school that rarely exists 
outside, it is certainly not the norm, and it is something we must continue to guard and cherish.

Thank you all for your continued support of our school – I look forward with relish to a Summer 
Term which promises so much for us all.
Mrs S Hague
Headteacher

• STATIC GUARDS
• CONCIERGE OR FRONT OF HOUSE PERSONNEL
• KEY HOLDING (HOME & BUSINESS)
• ALARM RESPONSE (HOME & BUSINESS)
• OPEN & LOCK UP SERVICES
• PATROL CHECKS

• EVENT SECURITY
• HOME VISITS (ELDERLY/VULNERABLE PERSONS
• JDRS DOOR SUPERVISORS
• NIGHT SECURITY PORTERS
• PARKING CONTROL & MONITORING
• SECURITY ESCORT SERVICES

ALL SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ON A 24/7 BASIS

RANGE OF SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
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O L I V E R !
Abigail, Keira and Erica, Y7 & 8 students

Yet again this term we have witnessed another amazing Les Quennevais school production; a 
timeless classic: “Oliver!”.  It took place on the 22nd-24th of January 2019 in the Jersey Opera 
House. An amazing 121 students took to the Opera House stage for three sold out performances, 
receiving a well-deserved standing ovation on every night. A special mention should also go to the 
talented and helpful students back stage and in the pit, without which the show wouldn’t have run 
as smoothly.

This year the opening number ‘Food Glorious Food’ left the audience anticipating the other 
amazing, well known songs; ‘Who Will Buy?’ ‘Consider Yourself’ and ‘I’d Do Anything’ to mention 
a few. The audience were taken on a whirlwind of emotion throughout the whole performance, in 
fact some may have even shed a tear! One audience member said “Again Les Quennevais School 
has produced another brilliant show, from the backstage crew to the students who performed 
on stage, to fill the Opera House for three nights 
running is something to be proud of! Well done Les 
Quennevais.”

The cast were stellar; it is too difficult to pick anyone 
in particular out. However mention must go to the 
sweet, innocent Oliver, played by Charlie. Young, 
vulnerable Oliver was just searching for love and 
a home. The story unfolded with Oliver’s travels 
to London and eventful meeting with the Artful 
Dodger. The cunning Dodger was played by Miriam 
and what a delightful take on the cheeky, singing, 
dancing chap she delivered.  Other outstanding 
performances included Vanessa and not to mention 
the unbelievable transformations of Bradley and 
Bailey to the dark, menacing characters of Fagin and Sikes. 

Miss Milman, Head of Drama and Director said “I was absolutely delighted with the production 
this year. One of the best things was watching the reaction of the audience and the parents who 
couldn’t believe the incredibly high standard of singing, acting and dancing the students achieved. I 
can’t wait to do it next year.”   
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My name is Allana Binnie, I am 32 years old 
and I am an Advocate, living and working in 
Jersey, specialising in criminal, family, mental 
health and estate litigation law.

After leaving Les Quennevais, I did my 
A-Levels at Hautlieu School, then went to study 
Law and Psychology at University in Sheffield; 
not long after leaving for Uni, I realised 
studying psychology at that level wasn’t for me 
and I transferred over to a distance learning 
law degree run by Nottingham Law School 
which allowed me to live and work in Jersey, 
study online and travel every couple of months 
for full weekends of lectures.

After my degree, I worked full time at Bedell 
Cristin law firm before moving to London to 
complete the England & Wales Bar course, I 
then returned to Bedell Cristin for a few years 
before leaving again to travel the world – I 
ended up living and working in Australia for 
two years before coming home to settle 
down and do my Jersey Advocacy exams. I 
completed these last year and have recently 
been sworn in as a Jersey Advocate and am 
now enjoying the experience of presenting 
cases to judges in the Jersey Courts. 

Which years were you at Les Quennevais?

1998 - 2003.  Too long ago!

What was your biggest challenge at school?

Trying to convince the PE teachers (particularly 
Mr Jones) that I didn’t need to put my head 
under the water during swimming lessons 
(I didn’t want to ruin my hair which I’d 
straightened that morning!)

Greatest achievement at school?

Being made female sports captain of my 
House and being part of the netball team 
which beat all the other schools most years!

Where are they now?

Song/band/album that defined your school 
years?

JA Rule, Eminem, Nelly, Craig David, Red Hot 
Chilli Peppers, Offspring and Happy Hardcore 
dance CDs (which I can guarantee, no current 
students will have heard of!)

Which aspect of life at Les Quennevais helped 
you become the person you are today?

The teachers at Les Q helped us all to feel that 
we didn’t need to go to fee paying schools in 
order to be and achieve whatever we wanted. 
They gave us the confidence in ourselves to 
take on any challenge and supported and 
helped us in every way. 

Favourite memory of Les Quennevais?

Sports Days/last day of term before Summer/
leavers assembly/GCSE results day/prom/
funny days and lessons with my friends – too 
many to have just one!

An interview with ex-Les Quennevais student Allana Binnie
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Favourite lesson or activity?

I always loved my English lessons and PE, 
especially if we were playing netball! But in 
truth, I had such fantastic teachers and such 
good (and funny) students in my year, that 
there wasn’t really a lesson that I didn’t enjoy 
– it meant I was getting to be with my friends 
and as much as we liked a chat and a laugh, 
our teachers were fair so we made sure we got 
the work done too!

What path did you take to get to where you 
are now and you inspired you along the way?

After my GCSEs, I did my A-Levels at Hautlieu 
and then I did a law degree – I did mine 
distance learning which means that I lived 
and studied in Jersey rather than in the UK. 
Then, I moved to London and did the Bar 
course, travelled the world for a while and 
then came back to Jersey to do my Advocacy 
exams – I’ve pretty much always worked in law 
wherever I’ve been in the world and I’ve met 
lots of different lawyers along the way who 
have inspired me.

Favourite aspect of your job?

Knowing that I’ve achieved something for a 
client that they’ve been struggling to do or 
understand themselves, whether that be finally 
agreeing a divorce settlement or arrangements 
for child custody or helping them to 
understand inheritance laws when someone 
passes away or fighting their detention at 
mental health institutions. I also really enjoy 
protecting my criminal clients when they are 
vulnerable in certain situations, perhaps when 
they’ve just been arrested and are being 
interviewed at the police station, or when it’s 
the first time that they’ve seen a lawyer at the 
prison or at court or when the prosecution is 
building a case against them and I am able 
to spot something which helps their case or 
reduces their sentence. 

What advice would you give students looking 
at their career options?

Do what you enjoy, it doesn’t matter what it 
is so long as you enjoy it. I have mentored 
students who think they want to do law 
because it sounds like a good career to have 
but I’ve told them that’s there no point in doing 
anything unless you enjoy it. I have friends in 
all different fields of work – it takes all sorts 
to make the world go round and we need 
passionate people in every line of work. And 
don’t worry if you don’t know what you want 
to do for the rest of your life right now, in the 
meantime, do something you love and the rest 
will work itself out. 

Tranter 
swim to 
victory!

The superb swimming gala took place on Wednesday 
20th March at the Les Quennevais swimming 
pool. The competition was on between McKeon, 
Tranter and Watts: house glory to swim for! Teams 
were made up of students from Year 7 to 11 and it 
was great to see so many students and staff there 
watching and cheering on. The overall winner was 
Tranter, who amazingly won in every year group 
except Year 7. Second place was Watts with McKeon 
coming third.

Tranter’s victory meant they closed the gap on Watts 
who are currently in 2nd place in the overall house 
competition, whilst McKeon missed an opportunity to 
extend their lead at the top.  Going into the Easter break, house points are - 
McKeon 419, Watts 389, Tranter 378.
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Where are they now?
An interview with ex-Les Quennevais students and sisters Rebbecca 
Pirouet and Rachel Barette

We are Rebecca Pirouet and Rachel Barette, 
the sister partnership of Directors at Sorella 
Hair Experts, St Brelade. After growing up in 
and around our mother’s hair salon, we both 
followed different paths that eventually led us 
in to the same industry. 
Rachel – excelled in the arts at Les Quennevais 
gaining all A* - D grades at GCSE, after 
changing her mind about a place on the 
beauty course at Highlands she ended up 
enrolled on the Leisure & Tourism course, she 
quickly realised this was not the right fit for her 
and tried the finance industry until she secured 
an apprenticeship at Rio Hair Salon where she 
gained her Hairdressing NVQ Level 2 in just 
9 months! During that time she became the 
2004 overall winner of the Jersey Hair Council 
competition, she continued her education 
to NVQ Level 3 at Highlands College then 
took her skills to the Southern Hemisphere 
where she travelled and worked for the award 
winning GW Private Room, Brisbane Australia. 

Rebecca - chose to stay at Les Quennevais 
after turning down a place at Hautlieu at 14, 
achieving all A’s and B’s at GCSE she went on 
to do A Levels at Victoria College with 8 other 
girls as they were the only provider at the time 
of A Level PE. She then entered the workforce 
with jobs in administration, personal assistant 
roles, and finance. 

Which years were you at Les Quennevais?

RP: 1993 - 1998
RB: 1996 - 2001

What was your biggest challenge at school?

RP: Getting to school on time! I’m sure my 
ex-form tutor Mrs Ashley will verify this, and 
I’m ashamed to say we used to live literally 5 
doors away from school!
RB: The Same as Becca!! Every school report 
from Mr Galloway started with “Rachel lives the 
closest yet is the last to arrive!”

Greatest achievement at school?

RP: Even though it’s over 20 years ago I’m 
still pretty proud of my GCSE results, I had 
to prove that I was still going to do well by 
choosing to stay at Les Quennevais instead 
of going to Hautlieu. I had built good working 
relationships with my teachers and trusted 
them to get me through.
RB: I also stayed at Les Quennevais for my 
GCSE’s and am really proud of my results that 
I achieved. My creative side was bought out 
and another real highlight was becoming the 
lead in the school production. I loved Drama 
so this was very special.

After a spell of travelling, she formally trained 
as a Hairstylist gaining a Level 2 NVQ at Rio 
Hair Salon Training Academy in just 1 year! She 
then gained Level 3 NVQ at Highlands College 
where she progressed and qualified as an 
NVQ Assessor. She then gained a teaching 
qualification, resulting in her being recruited as 
a Hairdressing Lecturer at Highlands College 
for 9 years. Her passion for industry education 
continues, as well as running Sorella with 
Rachel, she also guest tutors at NEON Salon & 
School.
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Favourite lesson or activity?

RP: PE, Science and Maths, and believe it or 
not I use aspects that I learnt in all 3 subjects 
every day in my job!
RB: My favourites were Drama, PE and RS, 
and like Becca these subjects have definitely 
contributed to my job skills.

Favourite memory of Les Quennevais?

RP: On our first day back to school in Year 8, 
my friend and I had been tasked to collect from 
the reception a new teacher to the school, Mrs 
Ashley, who was to be our new form tutor. We 
returned to our form room and sat down, Mrs 
Ashley then told us we could go back to our 
own form now…she thought we were two year 
11 students as we were so tall not her own year 
8’s.
RB: I loved being with friends and enjoying 
ourselves as we progressed through the 
school. Finally making it to Year 11 and being 
the oldest in the school was definitely a 
highlight for me!

What path did you take to get to where you 
are now and inspired you along the way?

RP: My teachers during my time at Les Q were 
real mavericks, Mrs Ashley, Mr George, Miss 
Luce, Miss Gilbert, Mr Pitman so I always knew 
I wanted to teach eventually, I’m so glad that 
my career journey led me to hairdressing 
which gave me a subject I’m so passionate 
about. 
RB: I learnt my work ethic from my Mum, I used 
to work in her salon on Saturdays and holidays, 
and seeing how hard she and her staff worked 
really rubbed off on me. I always had a great 
respect for my boss, Brian Young when I was 
an apprentice at Rio, he was always kind and 
fair to all his staff.

Favourite aspect of your job?

RP: I love working with people and making 
them feel good about themselves, I love the 
science behind all the products that I use on 
a daily basis and predicting the outcomes and 
looks they will achieve. Most of all I love to 
inspire others within my industry.
RB: By working with people and doing their 
hair on a regular basis you really get to know 
them. Over the 17 years I’ve been in the 
industry you get a genuine feeling of familiarity 
but it’s never repetitive or dull as people 
always change their hair.

What advice would you give students looking 
at their career options?

RP & RB; In polls, hairdressers are consistently 
placed in the top 3 of the happiest people in 
their careers. You will spend most of your life 
working, fact! 
Make sure you enjoy what you do. Don’t 
disregard a ‘trade’ even if you are an academic, 
there are lots of different avenues to pursue in 
each trade industry, you can travel with a trade 
and you will always be in work as most of them 
can’t be performed by a computer!

Song/band/album that defined your school 
years?

RP: We used to record the top 40 every 
Sunday and listen to it in form room on a 
Monday morning, otherwise I’m still a massive 
Oasis fan.
RB We listened to everything really, from All 
Saints to TLC to Oasis.

Which aspect of life at Les Quennevais helped 
you become the person you are today?

RP: As Vidal Sassoon said; ‘The only place 
success comes before work is in the 
dictionary’, and I learnt this at Les Quennevais. 
Whether it was wining the Netball and Hockey 
leagues and tournaments, or sports day or 
excelling in exams we all put in that extra 
practice and work as teams and individuals, 
and we succeeded.
RB: I definitely live by the attitude that you ‘get 
out, what you put in’. I found at Les Quennevais 
that the teachers were always willing to go 
the extra mile if you showed enthusiasm and 
effort, and gave those that needed it, help and 
support, this is something I try to replicate.

#ALWAYS 
QUENNEVAIS
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Meet the Governors

Chair of Governors, Julien Bernstein’s background 
is in the hospitality business, and because of that 
he started as a Governor at Highlands College. 
Then he was asked to join the Governing Board 
at Les Quennevais when it started, over 20 years 
ago, just after the building had been refurbished 
in 1996. During his time at Les Quennevais, he has 
seen a lot of changes. In his time as Governor he 
has interviewed most of the teachers and quite a 
few Headteachers and finds his role as Governor 
interesting and rewarding. Mr Bernstein went on to 
explain that the most rewarding part of his job is to 
see the young people doing so well, because that’s 
what he’s there for, and that Jersey is lucky to have 
such a good school.

Mr Bernstien had an unorthodox schooling 
experience, educated at a Quaker, vegetarian, co-education school called St. Christopher’s. He remarks on 
his own unique school experience; “They had no uniform and they called all of the teachers by their first 
name, even the Headteacher!” On the whole, it worked well, but scholastically and educationally, he says 
it  probably wasn’t the best school, but it ‘fitted the bill’ for his parents. It was an hours drive from London, 
where they lived to St. Christophers and it was a very nice environment. But as he was a boarder he didn’t 
have many opportunities to see his parents, so they had to write letters.

Mr Bernstien is excited for the new build, but did say that the learning is not just about the building, “While 
the new building will facilitate learning, it is about the work and effort of the staff and students.”

Final thoughts from Mr Bernstien: the world’s your oyster, be excited, be ambitious.

Julia Lydford, Invited Governor, has known Les Quennevais since 2009, when she was first involved as a 
Professional Partner. When she retired, the Headteacher asked her to join the Governing Board, which she 
was thrilled about because she had always viewed Les Quennevais as a fantastic school and would have 
happily sent her own children here. She remarks that she feels that the staff have great sense of knowing all 
of the students as individuals. Mrs Lydford enjoys seeing what students are doing and how they’re improving.

Mrs Lydford hated her own Primary school experience; with memories of being made to sit and eat semolina 
in the dining room and being bitten by another child! Her Secondary School started off reasonably, but she 
moved when she was thirteen to another school in Kent and she found this transition difficult. While there 
however, she had a fantastic History teacher, and this encouraged her to study History A-Level. Learning 
was quite difficult, having to work hard.  She was also told by her Headteacher that she would never get into 
teacher training college. But she persevered and she did. When she became a teacher, she wanted to make 
learning better for children in her class because of her own experience of not enjoying school.

Mrs Lydford says that the new school will transform learning, and thinks it’s really remarkable that the 
teachers and Headteacher have made the focus of the new building all about learning.

Three words Mrs Lydford uses to describe herself: positive, learner, fair.

Teo and Lennie with Julia Lydford and Julian Bernstein

Our Governing Body is a valuable part of our school community.  They play an active role in 
supporting and evaluating the progress of Les Quennevais.  We will be introducing you to 
members of the Governing Body throughout our Q News editions.  You will see them at many 
events throughout the academic year - so feel free to say hello to them.

Teo and Lennie, Year 7 students
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The Les Quennevais Computing team 
comprised of 4 Year 9 students came 
joint second in the 2019 Hackathon 
Jersey. This event is open to all the 
secondary schools in the Island 
from Year 9 to Year 13 and also to 
professionals or individuals who want to 
take part. 

This year Les Quennevais students 
created a program based on 
Geofencing technology. The goal of 
the project was to help tourists with 
information related to where they were 
at a point when travelling on the Island. Using a mobile application and accessing and utilising data 
relating to the latitude and longitude of an individual’s location, students used these coordinates 
to feed to a map where different points of interest were located, e.g. cultural places, attractions, 
restaurants, etc. This information will then be forwarded to the visitor via email. This was also 
plugged to LEDs of different colours, through a Raspberry Pi, that can signal locations of interest 
depending of the colour of the LED, which was mainly to be used while driving.

The judges granted this prize on the basis of technological skills, excellent presentation and 
commercial viability of the product … and they were the youngest of all the participants!

LQ Hackers surprise the competition
Dr J Galan, Head of ICT

I would like to thank our teachers and students for making Word of the Week such a success. I have 
really enjoyed my time as Word of the Week co-ordinator and hand it back to our literacy leader 
Mrs Brooks, I will of course continue with Word of the Week in a supportive capacity. During 2018, 
Word of the Week has been a firm favourite House competition throughout the school. This has 
been shown when we achieved 550 entries in one week. Furthermore, the addition of an extra form 
at the start of the academic year saw a change in how we operate the competition. With thanks to 
Ms Hyam, I set up a spreadsheet based on percentages to work out the results each week to make 
the competition fair to all Les Quennevais Houses. As well as managing the competition I have also 
been learning whilst helping out. With having a new word every week I am, as well as every student 
that enters the competition, learning a new word that I can use in my day-to-day life and work in 
class. I personally think that Word of the Week is a great competition to run to improve literacy skills 
as well as getting students to use a wide variety of words in their vocabulary. I think this is starting 
to show effect in the excellent compositions the entire school are writing in their English lessons. 
I also hope that this competition will prove its worth and continue to thrive under Mrs Brooks’ 
management. 
“On behalf of the staff - can I say a huge thank you to you Jordan.  Your leadership has been 
very impressive indeed!” - Mrs Hague

INEXORABLE, SCINTILLATING, RUTHLESS - Thanks and respect to our 
interim WOTW co-ordinator 
Jordan, Year 10 student

W.O.T
.W
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Fashion and textiles at Les Quennevais School...the journey 
into an ethical and sustainable fashion and textiles department 
begins
Mrs D Croke, Head of Art

In 1900 Emily Williamson founded the RSPB from her home in Manchester as a reaction to the 
fashion trend of the time for women to wear exotic plumage in their hats. This trend had led to the 
destruction of thousands Egrets, Birds of Paradise and other bird species for the sake of fashion.  In 
1901, with the first legacy of £25, the society launched it’s Bird and Tree Day, marking the start of 
its education programme and enabling change to come about with regard to the protection of our 
wildlife is key to the sustainability of the future of many species. The stance that Emily Williamson 
took against the fashion trends of the time is of high relevance today and forms the springboard 
for how we believe our Fashion and Textile curriculum should develop at Les Quennevais School. 
Our departmental mantra is to ‘Educate not just Decorate’ and we work with mainly donated 
fabrics, materials and threads to upcycle and recycle, creating new out of old and rethinking 
the way fashion and consumer consumption work. In an industry worth £32bn a year to the UK 
economy, contemporary designers are becoming much more mindful of the environmental impact 
of fast fashion which is the second biggest global polluter, leaving a destructive impact on our 
environment, birds and animal species.

In September, a group of Year 8 students spent a day 
with Gary Mills, Fashion Lecturer at Exeter University.  
Using found objects from local beaches as a starting 
point, they developed artwork that transferred into hand 
stitch and textiles patterns. The opportunity to create 
from the flotsam and jetsam educated students on the 
amount of plastics that had been washed up including 
bottle lids, fishing lines and plastic cutlery. Building 
on from this workshop, Year 8 students have had the 
opportunity to print their own fabric using donated 
materials and threads. Using tree rings as inspiration of 
the longevity of natural forms and our duty to protect 
them, they have learnt how to repeat print patterns and 
hand dye fabric.

Extending the extra-curricular opportunities for students in this area was key to giving students a 
platform for developing their individual creativity as fashion designers. In February we launched our 
after school PACC group (Propelling Artistic Creativity and Curiosity). Students from Year 7, 8 and 9 
have taken the theme of the juxtaposition between nature and pollution and have created designs, 
cut their own patterns and learnt machine sewing skills to put their garments together, at all times 
working with donated materials.  We are extremely excited to see their pieces in our second fashion 
show ‘Transcend’ in November at The Harbour Gallery. 

Launching a new curriculum gives us the opportunity to allow students to take a lead into making it 
ethical and sustainable as an integral part of the creative process. It is our duty as educators to be 
facilitators of a student voice in this area and to showcase it through creative and expressive means 
as we promote a global responsibility for the future of our environment for our young people.

Finally I would like to thank the many people who have donated to our new textiles department – 
we have been inundated with equipment and wonderful fabrics. We are always happy to receive 
more to recycle and upcycle. 

Lecturer Gary Mills with Year 8 students



Art Department Spring Success

Van Gogh Timeline House 
Art Competition Year 7 
An immense array of stunning artwork was submitted at 
the beginning of this term for our annual Year 7 House Art 
competition to illustrate Van Gogh’s timeline. From pieces 
made meticulously from tiny pieces of hand coloured rice, to 
a large sculpted pierced ear, the array of artistic media and 
presentation techniques was truly overwhelming.

Congratulations go to first place winner Tyler whose Van Gogh 
chair and hand published newspaper were filled with beautiful 
illustrations and information.  In second place Noah produced 
a carefully crafted mosaic piece with Macey awarded 3rd and 
Freddie gaining fourth place. Judged by Mrs Hague and our 
Governor Julian Bernstein a new Governor’s Painting prize 
was awarded to Jagoda for her canvas painting which Julian 
remarked epitomized the feeling of Van Gogh and followed you 
around the room.

Freddie’s sculpted pierced ear

jersey arts & crafts 
eisteddfod
Year 10 students submitted their work for the Arts section of the Jersey Eisteddfod in March. All of 
the landscape themed work reflected a huge amount of dedicated time spent on each piece, both 
in school hours and after school, reflecting the perseverance and tenacious approach of our young 
artists in the development of their highly refined paintings and mixed media pieces. Congratulations 
go to all of our entrants who 
achieved the following awards:

Emily (Platinum)
Elisha (Platinum)
Bella (Platinum)
Phoenix (Gold)
Ines (Gold)
Grace (Gold)
Catarina (Gold)
Gim (Silver)

Elisha’s stunning landscape of an 
Arizona sunset was awarded Platinum
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RED NOSE DAY!
Miss D Le Quesne, Head of Fundraising

Les Quennevais School raised the bar again this year, to maintain their success at fundraising for 
Comic Relief on Red Nose Day. Les Quennevais are in the Top 5 schools in the whole of the UK for 
their fundraising for the charity, and this year the school continued their outstanding contribution to 
Comic Relief by raising £4,904 in unwavering Les Quennevais tradition.

As the day began, students and staff filled the corridors with incredible fancy dress; from circus 
performers, to Disney characters, to the Spice Girls and Shrek & Fiona. Nobody does fancy dress 
quite like the students and staff at Les Quennevais. 

Raising over £1000 alone, the Teacher Gunging event this year was a huge success. For two 
weeks in the lead up, students were able to donate in the bucket of their chosen teacher, in the 
hope that they would be in the Top 5 for gunging on Red Nose Day. This year saw Mrs Goodchild, 
Mr Brennan, Mrs Morley, Dr Galan and Mr Letch covered in cold, wet, red slime at the hands of 
students who bid to have the honour of pulling the gunging lever. 

A highlight of the day was the Year 7 and 8 Lip Sync Battle, which saw each form performing 
incredible routines to songs which had the audience singing along. The overall winners were 7N 
with “What time is it?” from High School Musical 2, closely followed by 7L who performed “Don’t 
Stop Me Now” and 8S with “The Greatest Show”. 

But the talent does not stop there... The Staff Talent Show which took place at lunchtime was a real 
treat. From a feature film Scooby Doo mystery, to a stunning display of synchronised swimming; 
there really is no end to the comic talent of our staff. 

Students were also able to donate to take part in a Photobooth (kindly supplied by Jersey Party 
Booth) to capture their wonderful fancy dress, Challenge Spencer and Oliver, which saw students 
go head to head with teachers, and a Super Smash Bros gaming competition. 

2019’s Red Nose Day at Les Quennevais was certainly a day we will not be forgetting any time 
soon. Thank you to all of our amazing students, staff and parents for your enthusiasm, support and 
donations towards our fundraising this year. 





16

Year 7 netballers are TV stars whilst fundraising for 
Jersey Hospice

Serena Guthrie is a well-known netball player originally from Jersey.  She has played for the Jersey 
Jets, Giants Netball in Super League in Australia and has recently returned to Team Bath, whilst 
captaining the England Team.  She has worked her way up through the ranks in the netball world, 
but her journey all started at the Jersey Netball Academy.   During Christmas last year Serena was 
given an opportunity to go on a television show called ‘Game Changers’ 
which is aired on Sky Sports TV.  The game show invites sports stars from 
all different genres to select their teams and compete in various different 
fun challenges against two other sports stars and their teams.

For her support team, Serena chose the Jersey 
Under-12 Netball Academy to accompany her to 
London for the filming.   Having undergone trials 
during the previous summer, seven students from Year 
7 had fought off stiff competition to be to be selected 
as part of the U12 training squads.

The lucky girls all travelled to London for two nights 
and were fortunate enough to be part of the filming 
and to experience the whole excitement of a TV studio 
and the creation of a TV programme.  As it was the 
Christmas Special, all the girls wore festive attire and 
certainly got into the Christmas spirit!

Unfortunately, Serena didn’t win the game show but her resilience proved useful as they came 
second by very few points. After this amazing opportunity the girls decided they wanted to thank 
Serena for this ‘once in a life time’ experience.  As a former resident of Jersey, Serena is an 
Ambassador for Jersey Hospice and so the netballers decided to arrange some fundraising events 
for this charity in order to show their gratitude. 

As Valentine’s Day was approaching, the Les Quennevais girls came up with the idea of ‘Have a 
Heart for Hospice’. They worked hard after school and on weekends making cards, cakes and rustic 

wooden hearts that could be personalised and 
then sold at school.   Fellow students and staff 
were able to buy a card or heart to send to their 
Valentine (and be delivered anonymously) whilst 
donating to an amazing cause.   The hard work 
paid off and the girls raised an amazing £420 for 
Hospice via this initiative.

The girls have also been part of a wider team 
from U12 Academy who have been involved in 
bag packing at local supermarkets and other 
projects to raise additional funds for Jersey 
Hospice.

Daisy, Year 7 student

The girls with their personalised hearts for Hospice on 
sale in school

Getting into the Christmas spirit 

A M B I T I O N



17

LQ netballers show resilience whilst winning 
EVERYTHING

Alongside their charity work, these Year Seven 
students have also been very successful on the 
netball courts.  At the end of the Spring Term, the 
7A team were declared winners of the Netball 
League for their age group, having not lost a single 
match played.  Alongside this success, both 7A and 
7B teams from Les Quennevais were victorious at 
the Schools Tournament in February.  At the LQS 
Sports Awards Dinner the 7A team were declared 
the Girls Team of the Year.

Fresh from this success, 4 of the team from 7A were honoured to represent Jersey at the annual 
Inter-Insular games which were held this year in Guernsey.  The girls were proud to be part of the 
U12 team who defeated Guernsey 15-11 and to bring the trophy back to Jersey soil for the third year 
in a row.

Two members of the U16 Jersey squad were also Les Quennevais students, and they too were 
victorious in Guernsey at the recent Inter-Insulars.

Congratulations to all the girls for all their hard work and amazing team spirit both on the netball 
courts and within the local community.
#respect #resilience #ambition

Year 7 A girls won the treble - League, 
Cup & Girls Team of the Year

Year 7 girls won the treble - League, Cup & Girls Team 
of the Year

Girls from Year 7 and 11 represented Jersey and were victorious in their recent Inter-Insular ties

R E S I L I E N C E



On 28th March, over 180 students and staff 
gathered at the Jersey Rugby Club for the 
Annual Sports Awards Dinner.  The school 
would like to thank Sean Dunn, Operations 
Manager for the Rugby Club who arranged 
for professional players from Jersey Reds 
and players from Jersey Athletic to join 
our students. They took the opportunity 
to discuss their sporting achievements 
over the season resulting in a buzzing 
atmosphere and a wonderful sense of 
belonging for the students that will live long 
in the their memories.

Guest speakers were ex-Head Girl and Jersey Reds Womens Captain, Lauren Lowe who implored our 
students to carry on playing sport after leaving school, highlighting the great health and social benefits 
that come with sport.  Lauren also encouraged our female students to get involved with womens rugby as 
the sport is shaking off its stigma.  The other guest speaker was Jersey Reds Director of Rugby, Harvey 
Biljon, who spoke impressively about how sport teaches responsibility, how one is responsible to their team 
mates and the lasting qualities that sport can instill in a young person.  Mr Biljon was amazed at how Les 
Quennevais recognise the importance of its extra-curricular sport and had never been to such a momentous 
gathering solely to celebrate school sport.

Mr Le Feuvre, Head of PE compered the evening and was extremely proud of what the students had 
achieved over the previous year.  Tribute was paid to the soon-to-be departing Year 11 students who have left 
sport at the school in a better position than when they started, living up to the All Blacks mantra of ‘leave the 
jersey in a better place’.

Over 80 individual prizes were awarded for coaches’ and 
players’ player of the year for all teams across a plethora of 
sports.  The evening culminated with the presentation of the 
main awards which are voted for on the evening; Boys Team of 
the Year which was won by the Year 7 Rugby A-Team and Girls 
Team of the Year, won by the Year 7 Netball A-Team, a sign that 
there is great talent coming through and a bright furture for Les 
Quennevais sport.  Under-16 Muratti Captain, Year 11 student 
James, won the coveted Sports Personality of the Year.  This 
was presented by Chair of Governors, Julian Bernstein, who 
as always had a few short, but inspiring words to close out 
another outstanding Les Quennevais event.

The evening ended with students shaking hands and thanking 
all staff present who guide them throughout the year on and off the playing fields, a tradition prompted by 
Mrs Hague and shows the impeccable behaviour and mature character of our students which makes the 
evening such a favourite on the school calendar. 

A poignant moment, which summed up the ethos of Les Quennevais and theme of the evening, was the Year 
11 football team who were also nominated for Team of the Year congratulating and shaking the hands of the 
young rugby players who were almost starstruck by the senior students, a moment they are sure to never 
forget. #respect
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Staff and students gather to celebrate sporting success at 
Sports Awards Dinner

R E S P E C T

Sports Personality of the Year - James

Les Quennevais packed out the Jersey Rugby Club Clubhouse

Mr A Richardson, Business Manager
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A look back from our student leaders

Holly Vibert - Head Girl

Now that post-16 is fast approaching, I am starting to come to terms with how much I am going to miss Les 
Quennevais. The support that all of the teachers give each and every student, the enthusiasm they have to 
help us ensure we can get the best possible grades and opportunities. Undoubtedly, the commitment of Les 
Quennevais staff in both our academic and emotional growth is something that will stay with us forever. We 
are simply better people for the impact they have had on our lives.  It is this support and care that staff have 
given us since we began our Les Quennevais journey in Year 7 that gave me the confidence and aspiration 
to become Head Girl of this wonderful school. This is a special community that just keeps on giving to both 
students and parents. The school gave me so many opportunities to help excel my learning - a History trip to 
the WW1 battlefields, Maths challenges, Art visits and many trips involving DT. At Hautlieu, I can only choose 
four A-Levels, which now seems an impossible task as Les Quennevais has made it hard to choose my most 
enjoyable subjects as every lesson and teacher has opened new doors and ideas to what I would like to take 
or undertake in the future.

Thank you so much to everyone within the school community. We feel truly blessed to have been part of this 
outstanding school.

Jake Dupre - Head Boy

Les Quennevais is a school I am going to miss very much. They say your school days are some of the most 
important of your life and I can certainly say that these five years at Les Quennevais have been a huge 
turning point in my life. I have had many accomplishments here; the biggest and most relevant, getting the 
role of Head Boy, but also many, just as important, smaller accomplishments such as playing lead guitar for 
school shows, hitting and exceeding target grades and frequently stepping outside my comfort zones. One 
of these smaller accomplishments, which is a highlight for me, but may not seem that hard to some people, 
is the ability to stand-up and deliver speeches. Talking on stage as Head Boy at different events really made 
me step out of my comfort zone, but has ultimately helped me to grow in confidence, which has not only 
impacted me personally, but helped me in all of my lessons as well. Les Quennevais has helped me grow.  

Personal and academic growth would not be possible without the outstanding support we get from our 
teachers on a daily basis. The effort and commitment they have shown to us throughout our school lives, 
but particularly in Year 11, where they have guided us through what can be an extremely stressful time, only 
shows the dedication and passion they have for our learning. Teachers at Les Quennevais will get the very 
best out of you, whether it’s a quiet word with you down the hallway, igniting passion within the classroom or 
giving up their own time for a Sunday revision session. Our teachers really are the best.

It will be a shame to leave such a unique community and I will miss Les Quennevais very much. I will always 
look back on fond moments and memories made here. 

Danae Duffy - Deputy Head Girl

Over the last five years of being a part of the Les Quennevais community, I have met a wonderful 
range of new people and made friendships that I know will go beyond these school years. I have 
made bonds with teachers who have supported me throughout my journey and made sure I can 
achieve not only the best exam results but be the very best version of me. As a person, I have 
become a more mature and sophisticated version of myself, who never gives up and always tries to 
complete anything that comes my way. 
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The experiences and memories I have made at this school will stick with me throughout my life 
and I will always look back on this time with joy and happiness. The school shows will always be 
a highlight for me and have really helped develop my confidence. I am truly sad to leave as I’ve 
always enjoyed every second of Les Quennevais; being at this school has never felt like a chore. It 
has always felt like I am part of an extended family.  

Millie Feron - Deputy Head Girl

When I think back on my time at Les Quennevais it has been nothing but positive. It has illustrated 
the type of student I am: the community makes me feel like I’m part of something special and that 
I can make a valuable contribution to the school. Teachers motivate and encourage all students at 
every opportunity to make the workload manageable and engage them to want to learn. Year 11 in 
particular has been a year when the support and nurture of teachers has been most needed. Our 
teachers truly care and often hold revision sessions, making themselves available to students to 
unlock our potential, whilst setting realistic expectations as to what we could achieve. 

Even though I will not experience the new school and its facilities, it fills me with joy knowing that 
the future students of Les Quennevais will be given the very best experience in this new centre of 
excellence.  Thank you to every single person who has made the journey at Les Quennevais one 
we will remember with great fondness.

Charlie Dunn - Deputy Head Boy

I have loved every moment of my time at Les Quennevais. From performing on stage to being given 
opportunities to have a say in the school and be part of interview panels for potential teachers, 
every single aspect of this school has helped shape me. Standing up on stage and taking on some 
lead roles in our outstanding productions will undoubtedly be some of the highlights and memories 
that I will cherish throughout my life time. I have gained so much confidence as a result of these 
opportunities which has helped me flourish in both Drama and across the school.

I joined Les Quennevais in Year 8 and immediately felt part of this caring and hard-working 
community. It is a place like no other. Being able to see everyone cheer each other on in House 
events, the camaraderie that seems to have grown throughout our Year group as we each see our 
successes and goals come to fruition shows how far we have come and truly reflects the spirit of 
Les Quennevais.

Finlay Drury - Deputy Head Boy

I truly believe there is one word that sums up Les Quennevais School and that is “community”. Les 
Quennevais is a sensational place to be; it’s somewhere that has become dear to my heart and 
from students to staff it’s a place that never ceases to amaze me. With staff giving up endless hours 
to support just one student alone, from students coming together to support each other through 
that final push to the end of examinations, this is a community like no other. After five years, I can, 
from the bottom of my heart, say I would happily love to do it all again right from the transition days. 
On top of that, I’m so grateful for all the opportunities I’ve been given, from Activities Week, class 
trips, visiting lecturers, to becoming Deputy Head Boy - it truly breaks my heart to know that in a few 
months’ time I won’t be returning day in, day out to this remarkable school.

Every single subject and teacher within this community is incredible, but if there’s one subject that 
has left its mark on me, it would have to be the Maths department. I arrived at Les Quennevais 
having had bad experiences of Maths from my Primary. Through the care and determination of the 
staff they have given me the belief that I can achieve my GCSE in Maths, but more importantly it 
taught me that you should never give up, no matter what the challenge may be. Trust your teachers; 
they know what’s best. 



THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS

We would like to thank our corporate partners for their generous financial support.  We are proud to 
have these companies associated as Corporate Partners of Les Quennevais School, working with 
us to make a difference and invest in our young people.  If you’d like to become one of our partners, 
please get in touch with our Business Manager Mr Richardson.

Sponsors of Whole School Awards Day and Leavers Ceremony

Sponsors of Transition Days

Sponsors of School Production

Sponsors of School Production

Sponsors of Year 9 Teambuilding Day

House Music Competition
Mr N Arnett, Head of Music

On Wednesday 3rd April we had our inaugural Junior 
House Music Competition. This was a celebration of the 
many instrumentalists and vocalists who work hard in their 
own time to improve their skills. 

Sixteen finalists made it through the auditions and gave 
the audience a fantastic evening of Music. The vocal 
section covered a range of styles from musicals to pop 
classics. In the instrumental section we had a great mix of 
orchestral and rock.

Many thanks to our judges Anna Cavey and Maxine Griffiths who had the very difficult job of picking 
our two winners.

Our next (and considerably louder) event will be the Battle of the Bands where groups will compete 
to show what they have been working on in and out of the classroom.

Pip & Jake, vocalist and instrumentalist winners
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Unit 1, Doue House, Longueville Road, St Saviour, 
Tel: 618222 • Email: info@shutterhut.co.uk

RECEIVE  20% DISCOUNT
OFFER OPEN TO ALL STAFF & FAMILIES 

OF LES QUENNEVAIS SCHOOL

Book your home consultation survey for 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS, BLINDS, AWNINGS  
VALID UNTIL 31/11/2019

 from your LOCAL company



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Tuesday 23rd April - First day of term

Wednesday 1st May - Y8 Vaccinations 

Thursday 2nd May - Y10 Subject Evening

Friday 10th May - Eoin’s Trust non-uniform day

28th - 31st May - Half Term

Thursday 6th June - Y7 A Half Subject Evening

Thursday 13th June - Y7 B Half Subject Evening

Friday 14th June - Sports Day

Wednesday 19th June - Whole School Awards Ceremony

Thursday 20th June - Leavers Ceremony & Ball

Tuesday 25th June - Battle of the Bands

Monday 1st July - Y9 Teambuilding Day

Wednesday 3rd July - House Drama

Thursday 4th & Friday 5th July - Transition Days 


