A VISION FOR A NEW BRAMPTON
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BACKGROUND

Since the late 1950’s until today, Brampton has grown from a small town of 5,000 people
to a city-suburb of Toronto of more than 600,000 people.  The infrastructure for many of the
elements required for increased population has been provided through the planning approval
process.
At the same time, Brampton has experienced a substantial shift away from a
manufacturing/assembly industrial base to a service based economy.  In addition, Brampton
does not currently have the infrastructure or inventory of office space to support a higher
tech commercial base.  As a result the City has per capita one of the most educated young
populations in the country, it cannot provide the technological and ‘white collar” jobs its
population demands. Brampton is an exporter of highly qualified personnel.
Brampton is now the 9th largest City in Canada, by population. However, significant citybuilding elements have either been slow to follow growth or are not evident at all. Health care,
inter-regional roads, higher order educational facilities, public rapid transit, office employment
development, have all been a party to holding back Brampton’s evolution as a sophisticated and
forward-developing city.  For Brampton to perform correctly in its location and economic context,
these elements have to be put in place in a timely way, or else time will pass it by.

  https://brampton.ca
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BACKGROUND
There have been several recent announcements from public sector leaders that provide the
opportunity for Brampton to take the “next step”:

HIGH-TECH CORRIDOR
First, is the vision for a “High Tech Corridor”1 , from Ontario’s three major universities, the University of Toronto, the University of Waterloo
and London’s Western University, which are succeeding to create an area similar to Silicon Valley, California. The focus of this initiative is the
recognition of human development fostered by the Province’s 24 colleges and 20 universities. 38,000 students graduate every year in math,
engineering and science from these institutions.

TRANSIT EXPANSION
Second, is the initiative to increase and enhance public transit accessibility along the CN Rail Corridor. Two-way, all-day GO transit is being
2
initiated along the CN corridor from Toronto to Kitchener. Funding for LRT transit into the second ring of GTA development is also underway.  

NEW HOSPITAL
Third, is the opening of the Peel Memorial Family Medical Centre in the first quarter of 2017; a state-of-art facility for day surgeries and
3
specialist practitioners.  

UNIVERSITY
Fourth, is that Brampton’s Mayor has set up a blue-ribbon task force which has successfully brought a university to Brampton. While not an
entirely new initiative, the timing and context of this achievement is integral to Brampton moving forward. This invaluable piece of infrastructure
would allow Brampton to take full advantage of the Provincial Vision for the Innovation Corridor.

RIVERWALK
Fifth, is the City of Brampton Riverwalk initiative aimed at revitalizing the downtown Etobicoke Creek area to address flood risks in the
4
downtown while adding public green space, and creating the potential for urban growth.   

1
2
3
4

http://www.ontariotechcorridor.ca/ontario-technology-corridor/  
http://www.metrolinx.com/en/regionalplanning/bigmove/big_move.aspx
http://www.williamoslerhs.ca/about-osler/osler’s-facilities/peel-memorial
http://www.brampton.ca/EN/City-Hall/strategicPlan2016-18/Pages/Riverwalk.aspx
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ABOUT US
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WHO WE ARE

The New Brampton Community Task Force is the vision of a prominent entrepreneur and
builder in the City of Brampton who initially brought together some 50 business and community
leaders to address the future of Brampton.
Throughout 2016, the Task Force has prepared and communicated a Mission Statement
to citizens, representing a wide variety of interests. Support for and participation with the Task
Force has now grown to several hundred in number.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Our Mission Statement reflects the grand scale of our Vision for the City.  It is this:

To transform Brampton into a City which will deliver an excellent quality of lifestyle to its
citizens so that they will be able to live, work, and play in this city and proudly refer to Brampton
as "Home". Further, Brampton will develop itself globally as a world leader in technology, industry,
education, and Human Resources so that regional and international industries and enterpreneurs will
also call Brampton "Home".

WITHIN 2 YEARS

WITHIN 3 YEARS

Brampton will have
adopted and implemented
an approach to
governance which will
lead, at every level, to a
"Can Do, Will Do" attitude
aimed at ensuring a
steadily imrpoving quality
of life for its citizens.

WITHIN 5 YEARS

WITHIN 20 YEARS

Brampton will have adopted
and implemented policies
which will expedite the
establishment of new jobs
with emphasis on employment
opportunies which will take
advantage of the educated
workforce located within the
City limits.

The New Brampton will be
recognized not only as one of
the 10 largest cities in Canada
but also as a destination for
education, business relocation,
and an excellent quality of life
for all who choose to live and
work here.

Brampton will have a new
Downtown anchored by
a post-secondary school
campus; populated by parks
and high density mixed use
development; and connected
to the greater city by an
efficient and effective rapid
transit system.

In order to fulfill this Mission, we have developed a broadly based Concept Plan (the “Vision”) which, if supported by government and
citizens will take the City forward into the balance of this century. The Task Force meets with influencers, political representatives, community
leaders, and the thousands of residents of this City who are ready for a change of attitude towards this dynamic City. We are actively making a
widespread community appeal for support of our Vision and Concept Plan.
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THE VISION
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THE VISION
The Vision is a long-term, integrated, conceptual plan for: 1) transforming Brampton into a global leader in
technology, industry, education and human resources, 2) ensuring Brampton becomes a regional engine of economic
growth, 3) positioning Brampton as an international destination to invest, live, work and grow, and 4) to showcase
Brampton as a Model Canadian City of the Future.
Built on existing plans and initiatives being undertaken by the City of Brampton and Province of Ontario,
The Vision is founded on the following five pillars:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Downtown Transit Hub, Commercial Centre and Integrated Transit Plan
Rosalea Park University Campus
Health Sciences Hub
Pedestrian Avenue
Tech Corridor/Innovation Hub
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WHY NOW?
There is both a pressing need and unprecedented opportunity for Brampton to undergo a much
needed shift in thinking towards a long-term, comprehensive plan.  
The need is characterized by:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

rapid future growth which threatens to outpace current plans to develop infrastructure,
low commercial tax base,
struggling downtown business district,
majority of people living in Brampton commuting to work outside Brampton,
talented youth being educated and integrated into the workforce outside Brampton,
a glut of vacant commercial office space,
inadequate integration into the regional transit system as compared to neighbouring
municipalities,
Brampton being a net drain on the regional economy.
The opportunity to transform Brampton is founded on:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

the future Ryerson-Sheridan partnership attracting people, investment and development into
the core,
the completion of the hospital and potential for the adjacent areas to serve as a healthsciences innovation hub,
planned integration of Brampton in the regional transit system under the Government of
Ontario’s ‘Big Move’ plan, and
Brampton being uniquely positioned to play a significant part in the ‘innovation corridor’,
the availability of federal infrastructure dollars to fund the above.
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PILLAR 1

10 NEW BRAMPTON PILLAR 1

TRANSPORTATION HUB
The nexus of infrastructure development will occur along the Queen Street Corridor and in
particular the area surrounding the historic downtown.
If the CN Rail station is there, along with the Brampton Transit hub and the CN Rail spine
as the corridor, then it would make sense for Brampton to begin its local planning and investment
activities using that location as the base. The local discussions regarding Brampton’s leg of the
north/south LRT being delivered by Metrolinx, requires that it connect and create a transportation
“hub” with the rail station, in the downtown.  
The jobs of Brampton’s future will more than likely be in high density office towers, places
where our young people can work while still living in Brampton. Brampton needs to align itself
with the future of those jobs in areas that allow for easy commuter access.

1
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GENERAL ATTRIBUTES

INTEGRATED TRANSIT PLAN
•
•
•
•
•

Integrated transit plan which connects Gateway Terminal to Sheridan
College to Downtown Terminal via LRT, using existing rail.
Eventual connection from Downtown Terminal to Brampton North Terminal.
Connection from Downtown Terminal into Queen Street LRT at Centre
Street.
Connection of Queen Street LRT via Vaughan Transit System to TorontoYork Spadina subway extension.
Significant economic benefits to surrounding areas by construction of LRT
line between Sheridan and Downtown Terminal.

TRANSPORTATION HUB AND COMMERCIAL CENTRE
•

•
•
•
•

12 NEW BRAMPTON PILLAR 1

Positions Downtown Brampton as the Regional Transit Gateway of GTA West
which connects Mississauga, Vaughan and the TTC Subway system to
Downtown Brampton along with connecting Brampton’s tech innovation hub
with Toronto in the East and Kitchener-Waterloo in the West.
Creation of 4000-6000 underground parking stalls under transit terminal for
future riders and users of commercial facilities and retail amenities in
downtown.
Connecting buses, LRT and all day GO into one mega-station that serves as
the gateway to the university, downtown business/retail district, and the tech
corridor development area/tech innovation hub.
Grand entrance to transit hub opens onto George Street Pedestrian Avenue
which connects to Gage Park, the Hospital/Healthcare Hub area, Riverwalk
and the University Campus.
All of Downtown Brampton’s outdoor spaces and proposed future attractions
areconnected into this conduit which directly accesses the Transit Hub. People
can navigate the key points of the Downtown by bike or by foot and access
this space via the Transit hub.

BENEFITS & FUNDING
BENEFITS
•
•
•
•

The implementation of an LRT project will generate both direct and indirect economic benefits that span the
schedule of construction.
In the long-term there will be ongoing economic benefits as a result of the HLRT project. This covers changes in
consumer spending patterns and direct costs to businesses, as well as improved regional competitiveness.
It is expected that HLRT will increase the attractiveness of the corridor and lead to an increase in the value of
land.
Significant savings will accrue by adopting a comprehensive system-wide approach to transit planning.
•
Having a comprehensive future transit plan will create predictability and certainty that Brampton is on the ‘right
track’ to growth.

FUNDING REQUIRED
•

•

Infrastructure funding of $200 Million to
build a ‘state of the art’ transit hub, which
will serve as a regional transit gateway and
key link for Brampton and surrounding areas to
the regional innovation corridor and newly
acquired University.
Infrastructure funding of $490 Million for
Brampton to build light rail transit along the
Queen Street corridor, Queen/McMurchy
corridor and/or Queen/Kennedy corridor.
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PILLAR 2
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ROSALEA PARK UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
We now have the biggest opportunity for Brampton to turn itself around and become an economic
engine and Model Canadian City of the Future (“MCCOF”). The only way to achieve this is to realize
that the several key elements to Brampton’s future success are interdependent and must be developed and
implemented as part of a master plan. A Downtown University, focused on hi-tech, health-sciences and green
industry is a key component to Brampton’s economic development.

2
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GENERAL ATTRIBUTES
•

A university campus integrated into the innovation corridor next the transit hub and rail line that
connects Toronto to Kitchener-Waterloo innovation hubs.

•
A strategic partnership between the University and the technology sector through a
technology innovation hub and incubator. In fact, the opportunity for Brampton to be a part of the
corridor hinges on the University being downtown
•

A downtown university linked to the nearby hospital and health-sciences hub through transit and
pedestrian access.

•
A downtown university located next to a state-of-the-art transit hub that serves as a
transit gateway for GTA West, connecting key commercial and institutional nodes in the GTA and
Western Ontario.
•

A downtown campus integrated into
the proposed river walk and pedestrian
walkway that runs throughout the
downtown, incorporating technology to
create a global village.

•

A revitalized downtown with increased
commercial density, a vibrant urban core
with arts, culture, retail, business
and learning spaces, which can only
happen if transit and a university are
built downtown.
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BENEFITS & FUNDING
BENEFITS
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Easy commute from London and Toronto.
Students will have easy access to many different amenities
(Gage Park, PAMA, Rose Theatre, Brampton Library,
and City Hall).
Nearby businesses for students to work part-time to help pay
for tuition, saving commuting time.
Being situated close to the Brampton GO Station. This will
save students important commuting time.
Teachers, Faculty, and Visitors of the University will have a
place to socialize, eat, and spend their money in Brampton.
Local businesses will do well resulting in additional
employment for local businesses.
If the University is built with some well thought out
engineering, it will solve the flood plain issue in Downtown
Brampton.
As a result of this flood mitigation, local and outside developers will
build and invest on the lands and surrounding areas that were
previously threatened by flooding concerns.
Increased investment in Brampton will result in additional
employment, encouraging investors and developers to continue
building in the surrounding areas.
Downtown University will facilitate intergration of tech corridor
which will result in additional investment and employment in
Brampton.
Additional commercial space will increase commercial tax base.

FUNDING REQUIRED
•

•
•

Infrastructure funding of $132
Million dollars to build Brampton’s
recently acquired post-secondary
institutional of higher learning, with $50
Million dollars going to land acquisition
$52.5 Million for a multi-level parking
deck.
$30 Million dollars for flood plain
improvement around the proposed
University.
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PILLAR 3
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HEALTH SCIENCE HUB
Ontario’s life sciences sector employs more than 61,000 people working in
approximately 1,900 firms, one of the largest employers in Canada. William Osler Health,
the hospital organization that runs Brampton Civic and Peel Memorial is also a major
employer and is currently expanding its research and development services. Being on the
Queen Street Corridor and along the all-day Go line, the development area around the new
hospital is uniquely positioned to become a Health Sciences Hub.

GENERAL ATTRIBUTES
•

•

Health Sciences Hub can be the home to future
health sciences and green companies which
creates the necessary catalyst for the Queen
Street Business Corridor to be re-developed
and intensified.

3

Being uniquely positioned along the pedestrian
walk, between the new University, Queen Street
Corridor, Rail-Corridor, Riverwalk and Hwy 410,
the health sciences hub will be strategically
connected to the university, tech hub, regional
innovation corridor, GTA transit grid and a
re-vitalized downtown business district.  
5

5

http://www.bramptonguardian.com/news-story/6692756-mayor-jeffrey-pitches-brampton-as-a-healthsciences-hub-to-israel-s-business-interests/
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BENEFITS & FUNDING
BENEFITS
•

Increased investment in Brampton will result in additional employment, encouraging investors and developers
to continue building in the surrounding areas.

•

This will result in additional employment and development.

•

Easy access to the University will help intergrate the Health Science Hub into the local economy
resulting in additional investment and employment.

•

Developers will be encouraged to develop additional
office, retail, and residential space. Brampton will propser
from a higher commercial tax base.

•

This will help reduce taxes for homeowners who are
currently subsidizing the tax base.

•

Creation of a Health Sciences Hub will act as a necessary
catalyst for the timely redevelopment of the Queen Street
Corridor.

FUNDING REQUIRED
•

Existing public investment into the hospital and future
investment into a transportation hub, light rail transit
and community development in the collective amount of
$845 Million.
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PILLAR 4
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PEDESTRIAN AVENUE

The success of Brampton’s economy and its ability to create a vibrant downtown, technology and
health-science hubs, and to host a prosperous university is markedly impacted by the quality of
amenities which surround these proposed pillars of the Vision. To be a Model Canadian City of the
Future, it is crucial that people should be able to walk or bike between the University, Riverwalk,
Hospital and Health Sciences Hub, Art Gallery, Gage Park, George Street Retail District, Transit Hub
and Tech Hub in addition to being connected to 4000-6000 parking stalls and an integrated transit
system, connected to the GTA and Western Ontario.

4
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GENERAL ATTRIBUTES

•

The pedestrian avenue is an extension of
the proposed River Walk. It begins at the
grand entrance of the Transit Hub
where George street North terminates.

•

It goes South to Gage Park and is 			
characterized by a modernization and
revitalization of the commercial and retail
spaces it goes through.  

•

It has dedicated bike lanes and pedestrian-only spaces with attractive modern landscape features such as
flower beds, water features, rock gardens and squares.

•

Once it reaches Gage Park, it travels East along Wellington to its end, joggles up to John Street and
continues towards the Etobicoke Creek.

•

It crosses the creek with a pedestrian bridge and flows into the Hospital and Health Sciences Hub.

•

From there it goes North along the creek and connects into the currently proposed Riverwalk.

•

From there it travels West through the centre of the University Campus, ending at the East facing entrance of
the Transit Hub.
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BENEFITS & FUNDING

BENEFITS
•

•

The pedestrian avenue can be lined with 50-100 TV screens that are connected in real-time to
various capital cities in the world, making Brampton a true global village. This will bolster
Brampton’s international reputation as a choice destination to live, work, grow and play.
The technology required to build such a feature can be developed locally in partnership with the
university, putting Brampton on the map as a leader in technological innovation.

FUNDING REQUIRED

•

Infrastructure funding of $155
Million for community
improvement, including new
streetscapes, urban nature
trails and state-of-art
green spaces, to facilitate and
accommodate the impact
of future economic growth on
the environment.
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PILLAR 5
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TECH CORRIDOR
The Regional innovation corridor is an initiative between the municipalities of Kitchener, Waterloo
and Toronto and now Guelph and Cambridge, the Provincial Government, private sector tech
companies, venture capitalists and local universities and is supported by the federal government
through infrastructure dollars. The tech corridor is a 112 km long regional ‘Silicon Valley North’,
home to over 15,000 tech companies, 200,000 tech workers, 5200 tech companies, connected to
over 6 Million people. Brampton is closest to the GTA, Toronto-Pearson Airport and the BramptonMississauga transportation hub, as compared to other cities along the regional innovation corridor
and is uniquely positioned to play a significant role in “The Corridor”.

5
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GENERAL ATTRIBUTES

•

The corridor would be the link between Queen Street and the existing
downtown, by merging these two areas together through growth and
development.

•

Key spaces in Downtown Brampton will be redeveloped into Class-A office
space to host tech companies.

  https://thecorridor.ca/
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BENEFITS & FUNDING

BENEFITS
•

•
•

Brampton cannot afford to be left out of The Corridor. The Corridor will create thousands of local
high-skilled jobs, attract hundreds of tech companies to locate to the Downtown ‘Tech
Corridor Development Area’ and the ‘Queen Street Business Corridor’ and lead to widespread
economic growth.
Downtown Brampton currently has a glut of vacant commercial office space which can be productively
utilized by tech companies.
A strategic integration can be created between the Downtown University and the adjacent Tech
Corridor Development Area.  

FUNDING REQUIRED
•

Existing public investment into the
hospital and future investment into
a transportation hub, light rail
transit and community
development in the collective
amount of $845 Million. Additional
investment is required to attract and
integrate tech companies
into the downtown core.
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SUPPORT THE VISION

NEW BRAMPTON SUPPORT THE VISION
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SUPPORT THE VISION

•

Go onto our website www.newbrampton.com and become a subscriber

•

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

•

Attend our events and meetings (see website for details - Events)

•

Become a monthly donor (see website for details - Donors)

•

Volunteer with NEW BRAMPTON (see website for details – Volunteer)
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