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Planning and Policy Lab Summer Internship

The Bronx Cooperative Development Initiative is looking for a graduate intern to work under the
Planning and Policy Lab, a center for economic democracy planning and policy
development—by, with, and for the Bronx. The internship will last for 8-10 weeks over the
summer and will support the development of the Bronx Community Land Trust, spearheaded by
core partner, the Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition (NWBCCC). The intern will
gain invaluable hands-on experience supporting community stakeholders to develop a model for
collective ownership and control of land in the face of gentrification and displacement
pressures.

Background

The Bronx Cooperative Development Initiative (BCDI) is a community-led effort to build an
equitable, sustainable, and democratic local economy that creates shared wealth and ownership
for low-income people of color—what we call economic democracy. One of BCDI's core
programs is the Planning and Policy Lab, which creates and maintains the long term strategy for
equitable development and supportive public policy in the Bronx.

BCDI is working with NWBCCC to develop the Bronx Community Land Trust (CLT). As it officially
incorporates this year, the Bronx CLT aims to to ensure safe, healthy, and deeply affordable
housing as well as commercial and industrial uses for our racially and economically diverse
residents. This will be achieved by building strong community leadership, shared wealth, and
collective governance over community land. Using the CLT as a tool, the Bronx CLT will create
long-term sustainability, equitable planning and development, and land stewardship that is
driven by community visions and goals rather than speculation and profit.

Responsibilities
Working with BCDI, NWBCCC and the community development committee, the intern will
support the Bronx CLT through:
e Conducting ongoing research, analysis, and due diligence of potential acquisitions for
the CLT
e Researching examples and learnings of CLTs around the globe and proposing how
relevant lessons could work within NYC's existing legal and economic restrictions
e Working with the CLT board and community development committee, comprised of
NWBCCC members, in developing campaigns for parcel acquisition
Helping to guide a process to develop an instrument for community surveying
Identifying potential sources of funding to support CLT development

BCDI is an equal opportunity employer, and we are committed to a diverse workplace. Women,
people of color, people with disabilities, LGBTQ people, and Bronx residents are strongly
encouraged to apply.


https://www.northwestbronx.org/about-us
http://bcdi.nyc/
https://bcdi.nyc/ppl
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e Supporting financial analysis of potential CLT developments
e Participating in team and relevant partner meetings

Required Skills and Qualifications
e Current graduate student in urban planning, public policy, real estate, economics, or
other relevant fields preferred
e Interest in housing, economic development, cooperative development, economic
democracy
Familiarity with the community land trust model
Familiarity or experience with community engagement or community organizing
Excellent written and verbal communication skills
Experience working with quantitative data analysis, including Excel
Ability to multi-task with attention to detail

Preferred Skills and Experience
e Experience with participatory action research methodology
e One to two years of experience working in urban studies and planning, housing and real
estate development, data analysis, or project management
e Experience working in New York City housing and real estate and/or community-based
organizations
e Spanish-language proficiency

Commitment and Compensation
e The position pays $20/hour
e The position is full time (40 hrs/week), with a June 2019 start date, to be finalized upon
acceptance
Residence in NYC, working primarily in BCDI's office in the Bronx
This opportunity is open to currently enrolled graduate students in relevant fields, as well
as recent alumni.

Application and Notification Timeline

Application deadline: April 29

Notification of acceptance: May 13

Start/end dates: Flexible, to be finalized upon acceptance

To apply:
Please email a resume and cover letter to jobs@bcdi.nyc with the subject line: Planning and
Policy Lab Summer Intern by April 29th. Selected applicants will be invited to interview.

BCDI is an equal opportunity employer, and we are committed to a diverse workplace. Women,
people of color, people with disabilities, LGBTQ people, and Bronx residents are strongly
encouraged to apply.



