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Children in Conflict’s Response in Ukraine

Working with our partner organization, War Child UK, we
mobilized quickly to provide emergency psychosocial and
mental health support, as well as other critical support
services including protection services to vulnerable
refugee children and families.

Our focus of support and response efforts have been
where it can have the greatest impact; where the
situation is currently worst; where local organizations
have the fewest resources and are the least able to adapt
and respond. Currently, this comprises the Ukrainian
borders with Romania and Moldova – countries that have
fewer resources to be able to care for refugees.

The war in Ukraine has left 5.2 million children in need of humanitarian assistance. Thousands of civilians in
Ukraine have lost their lives, surpassing the number of those killed during the past eight years of conflict in
Eastern Ukraine in just over a month.

While the international community has moved quickly to meet the humanitarian needs of people, there are
gaps that still exist particularly in terms of child protection and mental health support. Organizations have
been especially concerned about the risk of gender-based violence (GBV) and sexual exploitation as 90% of
people on the move have been women and children.

• 5.2M children in need of 
humanitarian assistance

• 6M have fled and a further 
8M are displaced in Ukraine

• 1,297 schools have been 
damaged and 194 
completely destroyed



In Moldova we are:

o Delivering child protection and psychosocial support through 50 mobile teams and Child Friendly Spaces. 
These spaces offer a safe place for children to play, to learn and to process their experiences where 
they can speak to trained psychologists about what they have witnessed and what they have endured.

o Supporting refugees in accommodation centers and UNICEF’s Blue Dot Centers (a one-stop shop for 
refugees seeking advice & information), and training frontline staff in psychological first aid.

o Working with Moldova’s largest anti-trafficking organization to prevent refugees from falling into the 
hands of traffickers.

In Romania we are:

o Helping to coordinate social services by working with a federation of 26 local social service organizations 
to protect refugee children, particularly to ensure safeguarding of highly vulnerable children such as 
those with disabilities.

o Training teachers, social workers and caregivers in psychological first aid and the unique needs of a child 
who has witnessed conflict.

In Ukraine we are:

o Working with the Ukraine Ministry of Education through the Can’t Wait to Learn program, providing 1 
million children with access to their schooling online no matter where they are.

Partnerships have been formed 
with local and national 
organizations who are on the 
frontline helping refugees come to 
terms with their new reality. 



Thank you for playing an important role in our ability to 
respond so quickly and for helping thousands of

children and adults who need our help. 

We will continue to provide updates on the next phase of 
emergency response efforts and look forward to reporting on 

the impact we continue to have.


