
 

LIFE GROUP LEADER GUIDE 

Bible Study 

SERMON OUTLINE 

Series: We Are Sent 
Title: Growing Pains 
Text: Acts 18:1-19:7 

We are going to look at four truths about the founding of the Corinthian church, the return trip to Antioch, Apollos, 

and the twelve disciples of John the Baptist: 

1. The church keeps growing (v. 1-8) 

2. God holds the future in His hands (v. 9-17) 

3. The church is scattered and sent (v. 18-23) 

4. The church is a messy, exciting story of immaturity becoming maturity (v. 24-9:7) 

MAIN POINT 

God’s church is often messy, and will experience growing pains, but God will protect and bless His church and use her 

to advance the Gospel. 

DELIVER 

Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

In the previous chapter, Paul traveled to Athens and was disgusted by all the idol worship that was going on in the 

city. He even went directly to the intellectuals of the city to present them with the truth about their false worship. This 

shows us that the need of the world should compel us to go. Then, Paul explained the gospel to them in a different 

way than he would to the Jews, who already knew who the one true God was. He had to lead them to the one true God 

before he could lead them to Jesus. He never took anything away from the Gospel to cater their beliefs. This showed 

that we must share the Gospel so people can understand it. He finished his exposition with a lot of people not wanting 



to follow his teachings, but there were some who did and chose the way of salvation, through Paul’s teaching. This 

showed that we are to call those without God to believe in Him. Paul’s journey to Athens overall showed that God will 

mobilize the church into all sorts of areas for the Gospel to be shared. 

18:1-2. After Paul travels fifty miles to the west and reached Corinth, he meets Aquilla and Priscilla, a Jewish couple 

whom Paul references many times in other letters (Romans 16:3, 1 Corinthians 16:19, 2 Timothy 4:19). Luke, like he 

often does, calls the wife “Priscilla” instead of the more formal “Prisca”, because he is expressing the closeness to the 

couple, that they are close acquaintances. While this couple would later be prominent in the Christian culture, Paul 

meets them after law passed by Claudius sent them out of the Roman province of Pontus for being Jews. It is likely 

that Aquilla and Priscilla were already Christians and were cast out of Rome for the same reason Paul had been cast 

out of so many cities – for being seen as the leaders of this Jewish-Christian movement. This would mean that they 

were seeing results of people’s lives being changed for the Gospel.  

18:3-4. Paul never is said to have witnessed to them, and him staying with them was more than a sign of them having 

the same occupation, but Paul usually stays with fellow Christians. Paul is mentioned in many letters working to 

support himself (1 Corinthians 4:12, 1 Thessalonians 2:9, 2 Corinthians 11:7). This is the only mentioning of what he 

was actually doing – tentmaking, or leather working. The obstacle in Corinth may have been the distrust they had for 

those who made a profit from their message. Paul was careful in these places to not be associated with the street 

preachers who had a reputation for preaching a message to get wealth from a gullible crowd. Therefore, Paul used his 

work as an opportunity to witness. Whether he was working during this or not, Paul did his usual preaching in the 

synagogue on Sabbath. As usual, he sought to persuade both the Jews and God-fearers that Christ was the Messiah 

(17:2-4). 

18:5-6. It is likely that the reason Silas and Timothy came to Paul was to bring him financial support from 

Macedonia. 2 Corinthians 11:8f and Philippians 4:15f refer to support of other churches while Paul was in Corinth, so 

he had more time to freely minister to the Corinthian people. The result of Paul’s preaching was familiar to him from 

when he was in Pisidian Antioch (13:44-47). The Jews rejected Paul’s message, so he turned away from them and to 

the Gentiles. While it seemed pointless for Paul to continue turning to the Jews everywhere he went, he knew that if 

he did not present the Gospel to them, they would not have an opportunity to receive it. This is why the Jews blood 

was now on their own hands. Paul always fulfilled his role of witnessing to His fellow Jews. When it was no longer 

possible to bear witness to the Jews he turned to the Gentiles. The next city, Paul would start right back with the Jews 

again. 



18:7-8. When Paul left the synagogue, he moved right next door to the closest Gentile there was, a God-fearer named 

Titius Justice, who may have been present in the synagogue (v. 4). While it may have seemed like a way to show off to 

the Jews that his message would impact someone right outside, it was more likely an expression from Paul that he 

had not given up on them completely and never would. This is shown in the ruler of the synagogue becoming a 

believer. This Crispus is likely the one Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 1:14 as who he baptized in his time in Corinth. 

The witness to the Gentiles was a success, and many of them believed and were baptized. 

18:9-11. These verses are a prelude to the trial scene of Paul before Gallio (v. 12-17). Clearly, there is a lot of 

opposition to Paul, which would rightfully cause a little bit of fear, but God comes to bring Paul comfort in his 

situation. He receives a divine commissioning narrative from God or His angel as a human agent, giving a task to be 

performed, and giving assurance of His presence. Paul has already seen this many times (5:17-21; 9:10-18; 16:6-10) 

and he will continue to see it (23:11; 27:23-24). The call to “not fear and not be silent, for I am with you and no one 

will harm you” is similar to may in the Old Testament (Exodus 3:2-12; Joshua 1:1-9; Jeremiah 1:5-10; Isaiah 

41:10-14). This was Paul’s first stay in a city to be as extensive as this one – he stayed for 18 months. In 1 Corinthians 

2:3 Paul even expressed the fear he had of once again experiencing opposition that would eventually drive him out, 

but the only reason he was able to stay so long and successfully was by God’s providence.  

18:12-16. Gallio was serving his 1-2 year term as proconsul in Achaia, the group of Jews in Corinth finally banded 

together to come against Paul in a major way, attacking him and bringing him before the judge’s bench to be tried. 

One can imagine the calmness that Paul was feeling in this time, because of the vision that he had a year and a half 

prior. Much like other Roman judges, Gallio found nothing illegal in Roman law to judge Paul for, so he expresses his 

indifference toward the charges the Jewish people were bringing before him. There were Roman laws against 

proselytizing of Roman citizens by foreign cults, but Gallio did not take the charge for a Jewish religious law. He saw 

this issue as an internal one that needed to be taken care of within their own community. He was so set on not dealing 

with this issue and letting the Jewish administer their own judgment that he did not even give Paul a chance to speak. 

He wanted nothing to do with their issue. 

18:17-18. There are two possibilities with this Sosthenes who was beaten in from of the bench. We know that he was 

the leader of the Jewish synagogue there, but the question comes from who beat him and why. If it was the Jews who 

beat him, it is likely he had already become a Christian like Crispus, and they wanted to take out their frustrations on 

those who had agreed with Paul. If it were Gentiles who beat Sosthenes, Gallio’s ejection of the Jews may have 

unleashed their latent anti-Semitic tendencies.  In this case, Sosthenes was likely the one most responsible for the 

charges against Paul, and he would have received the same punishment he intended for Paul, serving poetic justice. 

Either way, Gallio remained indifferent toward the issue. If he had made a decision against Paul, it would have 



affected his witness in other nearby places.  Paul staying for some time shows Gallio’s refusal to hear the case. He 

continued witnessing under God’s protection. It is not clear as to why Paul decided to end his witness in Corinth and 

sail to Syria, other than the acknowledgment that he was finished with his mission. Normally, if Paul is not sent out by 

angry people, he will leave when the ministry is sustainable without him. Him shaving his hair is likely in correlation 

with his vow. He may have been expressing thanksgiving for his divine protection and sought continued blessing in 

the next mission. Whatever the reason, this was showing Paul as a loyal, practicing Jew. He was still a “Jew of the 

Jews” and witnessed to the synagogue. Paul was still in smart in making sure the Jews were more likely to receive him 

wherever he went. 

18:19-22. Aquila and Priscilla accompanied Paul to Ephesus. They must have continued the Christian witness in that 

area after Paul’s departure. Paul went to greet people in the Jewish synagogue, but did not stay long, because he 

needed to make sure he would not miss his boat to Syria. He would return if it was in God’s will. This is the same 

reason why he was going to Syria – it was God’s will. Quite possibly, Paul was hurrying to Jerusalem to complete his 

vow. Whatever the reason, when he landed in Caesarea, he greeted the believers and went to Antioch. His second 

missionary journey ended with him returning back to where he was sent.  

18:23. Paul’s third missionary journey led him to the region of Galatia and Phrygia where there was an established 

Christian presence, and he strengthened the believers there. It would have been easier to sail to Ephesus, but the foot 

journey, being 1000 miles, took Paul through the places he had already been, allowing him to strengthen the 

churches. At this point, there was now an established Christian presence in Corinth, Syria, Cenchreae, Ephesus, 

Caesarea, Jerusalem, Antioch, Galatia, and Phrygia.  

18:24-28. While Paul was on his way through the former mission fields, Apollos, a Jew and Alexandrian native, 

arrived in Ephesus. He knew his Old Testament Scriptures well. When it comes to the faith of Apollos, the confusing 

nature of Luke’s description could be interpreted anywhere from Apollos being a mere Jewish believer to being a 

Christian who was young and immature in His faith. He knew of the things of Jesus, but may not have fully 

committed his life to Him. The fact that he was witnessing in the synagogue could very well mean that he was a young 

Christian. In any case, Aquilla and Priscilla saw the spiritual state he was in and knew what to do about it. They 

instructed him more on the things he needed to know more about to make sure that he left them with a mature faith. 

They went through the discipleship process with him. When he was ready, the church that had now been established 

in Ephesus sent Apollos to other established cities with their recommendation to let him lead in those areas. Apollos’ 

knowledge of the Scriptures likely helped him in debating with the Jews in Corinth, much like Peter with the Jews in 

Jerusalem. This man is acclaimed by Paul numerous times and even stayed with him on his stent in Ephesus (1 

Corinthians 16:12) 



19:1-7. On the finish of Paul’s journey to Ephesus, he encountered twelve men who were followers of John the 

Baptist, but had not yet heard the truth of Jesus Christ. They revealed that they had never been taught past John’s 

teaching of repentance in preparation of a coming Messiah. They had not heard of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and 

they had not heard about Pentecost or anything that happened after. They had not known about Baptism in Jesus. 

Pau informed them that the Messiah, Jesus, had indeed come. They needed to recognize and confess Jesus as the one 

John talked about, which they had failed to do up to this point. Unlike Apollos, who had already been instructed in 

“the way”, these men had not been taught before Paul. Having been prepared well by John the Baptist, they 

immediately received the truth from Paul, believed, were baptized, had hands laid on them, and they received the 

Holy Spirit. It is important to note that the Spirit coming the way it did is not a set thing that happens with everyone’s 

baptism. There is not a set pattern with when this happens and why. What is consistent is that the Spirit is always a 

vital part of one’s commitment to Christ. 

DISCIPLE 

Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to Acts 18 and their sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take notes 

during sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 18:1-8 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “the church keeps growing”. 

1. Knowing that Aquilla and Priscilla were likely already Christians, how was this helpful to 

Paul while in Corinth? 

Paul had somewhere to stay, he had the option to disciple them, and they provided a place for other believers to come 

and fellowship after Paul witnessed to them and they believed. 

2. Why does Paul continue to minister to the Jews of each city when it is clear they are likely 

going to reject his message? 



Paul understands that he is responsible for presenting the Gospel to as many people as possible. Once he has given his 

witness to a group of people, their eternal salvation is no longer on his hands. As he says in verse 6, because he 

presented them with the truth and they still rejected it, their blood was now on their hands, not his. 

3. Seeing that the witness to the Gentiles was a success, why did Paul do this witness so close to 

the synagogue? 

It is likely that Paul did not do this to get back at them and show off to them, but it is likely that Paul had not 

completely given up on the Jews of Corinth. While history showed the Gentiles being more receptive of the Gospel 

than the Jews, his heart still longed for them to believe. This is evident in the ruler of the synagogue coming to know 

Christ. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 18:9-17 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “God holds the future in his hands”. 

4. In verses 9-11, why would this comforting vision from God be so familiar to the formerly 

Jewish Paul? 

Due to Paul’s Jewish background, he would have heard this kind of charge often when learning about Moses, Joshua, 

Jeremiah, and the servant of the Lord in Isaiah. In each charge, God gives them the same wording: fear not, do not be 

silent, I am with you, and no one will harm you. God gave comfort to Paul in a way that Paul would have understood 

as only coming from God. 

5. Why did Gallio not give a judgment based on the Jewish people’s charges against Paul? 

Gallio recognized all the charges against Paul as not having anything to do with the Roman law, which is what his 

position was made for. He could have decided against Paul, because he had the power to, but he decided to let this be 

a Jewish community issue, because of their being no Roman law broken. The simple answer is to go back to Paul’s 

vision. Gallio did not pass a judgment because God promised protection over Paul, and God always keeps His 

promises. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 18:18-23 



In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “the church is scattered and sent”. 

6. Based on how Paul’s first missionary journey went, what was Paul likely doing when he went 

back and visited these Christian communities on his way back to Antioch? 

He was likely giving them encouragement and checking up on them to make sure they were not having issues.  

7. Now that Paul had returned to Antioch, where he was sent from, what was he able to tell 

them and what was he able to do after giving this report? 

Paul was able to tell the church in Antioch the challenges he faced as well as the successes shown provided by God in 

these difficult places. He was then able to prepare for his next missionary journey. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 18:27-19:7 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “the church is a messy, exciting story of immaturity becoming 

maturity”. 

8. When Apollos appeared on the scene, what was Aquila’s and Priscilla’s response to his 

immature faith? 

Simply put, they discipled him. They knew the importance of making sure that he did not just have a base knowledge 

of Scripture, but also knew how to apply it. They aided in His spiritual walk, so he could better do so for others. 

9. After Apollos gained maturity in his faith, by being taught by those more mature than him, 

what was his natural response? 

Apollos’ natural response was to replicate this process with other believers. He wanted to go to places where the 

Gospel was already established and strengthen the believers in their spiritual maturity.  

10. Why did the twelve followers of John the Baptist receive Paul’s Gospel message so well and so 

quickly? 



John the Baptist had told them of a coming Messiah, and had spent his whole time with them preparing them for this 

truth. One can imagine that when John was killed, these men went out searching for the finish to John’s message. 

When they heard this continuation of what they had heard from John so many years ago, they were ready to receive it. 

Also, just like any other conversion narrative, the Spirit played a huge part in that it was moving in their hearts. 

11. What was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this text? 

DEPLOY 

Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

• In the past few weeks, how have you made the Gospel truth apparent to those you come in 

contact with? Have you recently shared your faith with people in a way that they can 

understand it? Are you convicted with presenting Gospel truth to people who need it? 

(because you should be) 

• When you are doing the work of God, where do you see God working? What are some difficult 

situations you have been in where you knew God protected you? Knowing that the future is 

God’s hands, can you think of a situation where you look back on it now and see where God 

was working, but you didn’t see it in that moment? 

• After seeing the discipleship process of Apollos, what is your view of discipleship? Are you 

involved in a discipleship group to some capacity? If not, what is keeping you from doing so? 

If you are in a discipleship group, what are some of the successes and challenges you have 

faces in the process? 

• How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will?


