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SERMON OUTLINE 

Series: We Are Sent 
Title: A Power Struggle 
Text: Acts 19:8-41 

We are going to look at three truths about Paul’s preaching in Ephesus, the demon he cast out, and the riot that 

ensued in the city. 

1. We should have a pattern of sharing the Gospel (v. 8-10) 

2. As we share the Gospel the power of God will be on display (v. 11-17) 

3. The Gospel should lead to the practice of repentance (v. 18-22) 

4. God will work for the preservation of His Word and His people (v. 23-41) 

MAIN POINT 

The Gospel of repentance puts God in display, the same God who preserves His Word and people. 

DELIVER 

Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

In the previous chapter, God showed us that His church is often messy, and will experience growing pains, but God 

will protect and bless His church and use her to advance the Gospel. When Paul founded the Corinthian church, with 

the help of the refugees Aquilla and Priscilla, this showed that the church keeps growing, no matter what. When God 

promised to protect Paul in the city and kept that promise through all odds, this showed that God holds the future in 

His hands. When Paul brought Aquilla and Priscilla to Ephesus and left them there to finish his mission trip, the 

amount of churches that were now established showed that the church is scattered and sent. Finally, between Apollos 



being taught by Aquilla and Priscilla, and Paul leading John the Baptist’s disciples to Christ, this showed that the 

church is a messy, exciting story of immaturity becoming maturity. 

19:8. Again, Paul begins in the synagogue of Ephesus. In the previous chapter, he made an appearance in the city and 

had an invitation to stay. Now he was accepting the invitation for a long presentation of the Gospel. Apollos had 

already spoken boldly there before Paul. The Jews seemed to be very open to Paul, since he debated with them for 

three months and they had not run him out like other places.  

19:9. Not all the Jews resisted the Gospel message. Some of the had become believers, and Paul took these believers 

to the hall of Tyrannus to further disciple them. This was likely a place where teaching a lecturing was done, and they 

used it at a time when no one else was using it. 

19:10. Since this was a public setting, Greeks could be reached in addition to the Jews. All of Asia now had a chance 

to hear the Gospel. The witness in this hall was for two years. This time period, added to the initial three months and 

the “little longer” in verse 22, this correlates with Paul referencing his ministry in Ephesus being three years in 20:31. 

19:11-12. Miracles were being done by Paul constantly in this time. Even cloths that had touched Paul’s skin were 

taken to those who were sick and they were healed. This kind of thing is a repeat of other New Testament instances. 

Jesus had this effect with His garment (Mark 5:27-34) and Peter had this effect with his shadow (Acts 5:15). In any 

case, these miracles are not the end goal. Miracles are always the means to reach the real result, which is Gospel 

acceptance. From Paul’s letters, there was a third aspect of Paul’s ministry in this time that Luke does not mention. 

He communicated with other churches while he was there (2 Corinthians 2:1; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4). 

19:13-16. In a time and place where there were not only Jewish exorcists, but other magicians and charlatans trying 

to earn money through incantations against demonic forces, many of these Jews saw what Paul was doing, and tried 

to exorcise using the same methods as Paul. Paul’s “spell” in Jesus’ name seemed effective for him, so they gave it a 

try, to no avail. The group that attempted this were sons of the Jewish high priest, Sceva. Whoever they were and 

whatever connection they had, they failed to invoke Jesus’ name. thy acknowledged Jesus, and Paul’s connection to 

Jesus, but the demon made it apparent that these seven had no connection to Jesus. The demon overpowered them 

and sent them naked from the house. Due to the modest nature of the Jewish community, this would have symbolized 

their humiliation in the incident, and their depravity of the one they tried to claim. The casting out of demons in the 

name of Jesus only works for those who have confessed their sins to Jesus and have accepted Him as Lord and Savior. 

We know this in part because the demon confessed Jesus’ power. 



19:17-18. This account had its effect on Ephesus. Jesus’ name was seen as powerful and not to be toyed with. From 

this, the people magnified the name of Jesus. There were Christians who had delved in magic before their 

conversions, and they came to openly confess their former actions as a commitment to forsake such practices. Paul, 

being in such a magic infested culture as Ephesus, was intentional in showing the people that they were not to 

subscribe their lives to such things. He instead showed them what Jesus could do in their lives. 

19:19. For the Ephesians culture to abandon their magic traditions, it required some personal sacrifice. Magic books 

were worth a lot of money at that time. The amount that these books were worth was about 50,000 pieces of silver, 

with one piece being the average days wage. 

19:20. This was a summary of Paul’s Ephesian mission. The Word bore fruit as more and more people responded in 

faith to the preaching of Paul and to the witness of the Ephesian Christians through such examples as personal 

sacrifice. This signals Paul’s ministry in Ephesus ending soon. 

19:21. When Paul was finishing his three-year ministry in Ephesus, he decided to make his next trip westward to 

Rome. Romans 15:25-31 explains why Paul needed to make a trip through Jerusalem first – he needed to retrieve 

more funds to support his mission. The same passage explains that Paul needed to go to Macedonia and Achaia to 

strengthen his congregations. Little did Paul know that on this journey, he would meet some serious challenges in 

Jerusalem. 

19:22. Timothy was last mentioned in 18:5, where he was joined by Paul in Corinth, and Erastus is a Corinthian that 

was mentioned in Paul’s greetings in Romans 16:23 and 2 Timothy 2:40. These were the two men selected and 

trusted by Paul to prepare the way for Paul to come while he stayed in Asia for a while. 

19:23-25. “The Way” is another way of saying Christianity (18:26; 19:9). This silversmith was known for making 

silver replicas of the temple of Artemis, which was used in people’s homes to be put in their shrines for worship. The 

temple contained carvings of the Asian mother goddess, which is who they worshipped and believed for the longest 

time was the Ephesian protector. There was an annual spring festival that was dedicated to this goddess and it saw 

many offerings brought to the temple. This Demetrius, like others in the book of Acts, made the comparison between 

economics and religion. No one was buying his little idols anymore since everyone was becoming believers. 

19:26-27. He made it known that if the people took Paul seriously, his sales would plummet. Knowing that making it 

all about him and money would not be enough, so he hit them in their emotions. He was said to be disrespecting their 

religion and their goddess of Artemis. He then tries to appeal to their civic pride by saying that their temple was being 



disrespected by Paul. To attack Artemis was to attack Ephesus. Accepting Paul’s teaching was effecting the economy 

because these men made their livings on idols. Instead of finding a better use for their crafts, they chose to complain 

and push Paul out. The Gospel is always the most controversial when it conflicts with economic interests. 

19:28-31. Demetrius’ appeal worked. The people agreed with him and formed a mob against Paul. Their religious and 

mostly civic pride got the best of them. Two of Paul’s traveling companions were seized, Gaius and Aristarchus, likely 

because Paul was not present at the time or they were being used as bait to bring Paul into the open. While Pau likely 

wanted to address the issue, those close to him, including city officials, heavily persuaded Paul to not do so. They 

knew that Paul was of better use not being killed here for this issue. The good part is that Paul is being respected 

among many Roman citizens in high places, considering they were concerned for Paul’s safety.  

19:32-34. Most people that were in the amphitheater were confused as to why they were even present. They had 

succumbed to mob mentality. There is more confusion with the inclusion of Alexander. While he was a Jew, there was 

no clear reason why he was pushed forward. Perhaps the people though it was a Jewish concept that was plaguing the 

city. In any case, when he tried to make a defense, the people drowned him out with their cries of civic commitment. 

Only the city clerk prevented this meeting from turning into a full riot. 

19:35-39. This city clerk was the chief administration officer of the city, presiding over this gathering. He was likely 

attempting to calm the crowd to not make a bad impression on the Roman official and keep their self-governing 

privileges. Everything the clerk was saying was an attempt to make them think they were under no real threat. His 

appeal to the “image from heaven” was likely a meteorite that they associated with the worship to their goddess. After 

this, he addressed the legal ramifications of their riot. He pointed out the two Christians were not guilty of any crime 

and they had not robbed the temple of anything. They were running the risk of being charged with unlawful assembly. 

The clerk then told them what they could do legally with these two Christians. One option was to meet for a provincial 

court conducted by Roman proconsul, that met on certain days. The other option was the regular town assembly. 

19:40-41. The clerk pointed out that the mob was running the risk of being charged with insurrection, since they had 

no legal basis for holding the Christians. The “danger” or “risk” (kindyneuo) that Paul was to Ephesus is now clarified. 

The real danger lay not in Paul but in the unruly Ephesians. Therefore, he dismissed the crowd. Again, we see the 

innocence of the Christians with respect to civic law. Paul was never found guilty of anything by Roman officials. 



DISCIPLE 

Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to Acts 19:8 and their sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take 

notes during sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 19:8-10 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we should have a pattern of sharing the Gospel”. 

1. What does Paul do in the first verse that he often does? 

Paul always visits the synagogue of each city first and attempts to debate with the Jews about the Gospel. After going 

to them, if they accept or do not, he then goes to the Gentiles. 

2. After keeping the same pattern for so long, what is Paul’s payoff in verse 10? 

After Paul continually uses a logical pattern of sharing the Gospel, he arrives at the opportunity to share the Gospel 

with all of Asia, Jew and Gentile. While Paul had some hiccups in his mission, he had purpose behind the way he 

shared the Gospel wherever he went. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 19:11-17 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “as we share the Gospel the power of God will be on display”. 

3. Why were miracles and casting out demons in the name of Jesus a possibility for Paul and not 

the seven men mentioned in verse 14? 

These seven men had not had their lives radically changed by the Jesus, but Paul had. Doing anything in Jesus name 

requires a prerequisite of confessing one’s sins to Jesus and accepting Him as Lord and Savior. 

4. After the men were ineffective with the demon, how did this effect the people? 

They took Jesus’ name very seriously, and they magnified His name, continuing to spread His name. 



Have a volunteer read Acts 19:18-22 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “the Gospel should lead to the practice of repentance”. 

5. What did the new believers do after becoming believers? 

They repented. For them, this involved confessing their previous lifestyles, which in this case always involved magic. 

They also immediately destroyed everything involving their former lives.  

6. What did Paul do after many in that area had repented and he was led by the Spirit to go 

elsewhere? 

Paul wasted no time in listening to and agreeing with the Spirit of the Lord. he set in motion for the way to Rome to 

be prepared for him as soon as possible. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 19:23-41 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “God will work for the preservation of His Word and His people”. 

7. Why was Demetrius raising a problem with Paul? 

Although he wanted to make it appear that it was a religious issue of disrespecting their goddess, the reality is that the 

silversmiths were not making any money from their silver idols since Paul brought the influence of Christianity into 

the culture. His only problem was the money he was losing because of Paul. 

8. Why did so many people urge Paul to not go anywhere near this mob that was against 

Christianity, and how is this a good sign for Paul? 

Paul had gained so much respect from Jews and Gentiles that they did not want to see him killed and no longer have 

access to his knowledge of God or his companionship. Paul had now successfully reached many kinds of people, and 

was close to some that were in high influence that could continue to help him in his ministry efforts. 

9. What was the mob legally allowed to do with the two Christians? What were they running the 

risk of? 



They legally could not charge the Christians with anything, and they were running the risk of being arrested in their 

own right, as well as likely losing the self-governing privileges of Ephesus as a Roman city. There was nothing that the 

Christians did wrong, as well as Paul, and Christianity was safe again in this area by the providence of God. 

10. What was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this text? 

DEPLOY 

Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

• Do you have a set pattern in how you share the Gospel with people? Are there certain things 

about the Gospel message that you tend to bring up first before others? Are there things that 

you change about your presentation depending on who you talk to? Do you have any practical 

examples of how you typically share the Gospel with others? 

• As many of the people in Ephesus subscribed to believes other that Christianity, what are 

some beliefs that you have heard people accept over Christianity? How do you know that 

Christianity is the one true path to salvation and not these other beliefs? 

• What were some of the things that drastically changed in your life after you first confessed 

and repented of your sins and accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 

• How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will?


