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We are going to look at three truths about the warnings Paul received on his journey, and the conflict he had 

over the Gentile mission. 

1. God strengthens us through community (v. 1-6) 

2. Following Jesus is a call to come and die (v. 7-14) 

3. Life in community is a call to sacrifice for those who are weaker (v. 15-25) 

MAIN POINT
Following Jesus is costly, but God gives us community to help us persevere. 

DELIVER
Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

In the previous chapter, Paul and his companions showed that pouring our lives out for the church is worth 

it. Paul traveled from Ephesus to start his journey to Macedonia with many followers from various places he 

had visited. Along the way, he stayed in Troas, where he preached the message of the Gospel for 

encouragement all night long. During this, there was a fellow disciple who fell to his death, only God to be 

glorified through his physical resurrection pointing to Jesus. All of this showed that we should love, 

prioritize, and encourage the church. Then, he sent for the Ephesian leadership, and when they arrived at 

where Paul was, he gave then a farewell address that included him explaining why he does the various things 

he does – which is to bring glory to God, love to his fellow believers, and make sure as many people hear the 

Gospel as possible. He did all of this through humility, proclamation, and inclusiveness of witness. Paul 

accepted known risks and made sure money was not a driving factor for him. He informed them that their 



responsibilities were important because they came from God and Christ died for them. All of this showed 

that we should invest in and send out the church. 

21:1-3. Luke described the journey from Miletus to Tyre in detail. The first stop was Cos, forty miles South, 

where they likely stayed for the night. The next day they did the same at Rhodes, and then the same the next 

day at Patara on the Lycian mainland. Patara to Tyre was about 400 miles and generally took a five days 

journey. Tyre was the main port for merchant traffic between Asia and Palestine, making it natural for Paul 

to stop there and unload his cargo. 

21:4. Paul and his crew had to seek out the Christian community, since the Greek term “aneurisko” suggests 

they had not be previously acquainted with the Christian community there. This showed that Paul was now 

not the only one going out on mission, and the Gospel spreading responsibility was growing and being 

enacted by other believers. Paul saved time in his direct route to the city, so he had time to stay with the 

newly met Christians a week, having the possibility of learning the state of their Christian community and 

further discipling them.  

It appears that the Spirit is contradicting itself, telling Paul not to go to Jerusalem. Paul was undoubtedly 

being led to go, as was mentioned in 20:22. The warnings along the way were preparing Paul for the 

hardships he was about to face. Paul mentions in numerous letters that he is willing to suffer for the Gospel. 

It is likely that the Spirit told these men about what Paul was going to face and the men urged Paul to not go, 

because they did not want him to face these trials. Their failure to even slow him down heightens the 

emphasis on Paul’s firm conviction to go. 

21:5-6. The parting scene is filled with emotion, with every disciple in Tyre escorting Paul to the boat, and 

kneeling at the beach they prayed. This being one of the very few times children are mentioned, the inclusion 

of whole families heightens the impact of the farewell. The prayer was significant, since everyone knew what 

Paul was going to face in Jerusalem. They knew the best thing they could do for Paul was pray. They did not 

want to lose him, but they encouraged him on his God-given mission. 

21:7. The next stop was Ptolemais, 25 miles south. This same city is referred to as Acco in Judges 1:31, and 

was famous for a crusader site known as Acre. It is referred to as Acco today. Paul only spent a day there 

since he was now likely trying to keep a tight schedule. 



21:8-9. Paul knew the Christian community in Caesarea, as well as Philip, who was one of the seven chosen 

to serve the church in Jerusalem (6:3-6). Philip hosted Paul, along with his four prophesying daughters. 

Nothing is made of their gift in the narrative, but later tradition places them in Asia minor during the 

apostolic period. It was surprising to see not only women of prominence in the church, but women who 

prophesied. Peter, in his Pentecost sermon, pointed to the prophesying of “daughters” as a sign of the gift of 

the Spirit in these last days (2:17). 

21:10-11. Now Agabus delivers the second prophecy of the passage to Paul. This is the same man who 

prophesied the famine to Judea and prompted the collection from the Antioch church to help Judea 

(11:27-30). He predicts the arrest of Paul in Jerusalem. He bound his hands and feet with Paul’s belt and 

interpreted his actions, much like the Old Testament prophets, saying that the Spirit revealed to him Paul 

would be bound by those in Jerusalem and handed over to the Gentiles. This is extremely similar to the fate 

Jesus faced (Matthew 20:18f; Luke 18:32). Like before, Paul knew this was not a charge to not go, but more 

reason to be prepared when going. This prediction also would have assured Paul of God’s presence in the 

situation. 

21:12-13. Much like the Christians in Tyre, his followers and the Caesareans begged Paul not to go, 

considering this prediction. Luke even included himself in this. also like the those in Tyre, they had no 

success in swaying Paul. The illustration Paul used for washing clothes, pounding away with stones until 

white. They thought it was the right thing to do for Paul to not go. Their false thinking only heightened Paul’s 

need to go. They could not deter him from his firm conviction that the journey was God’s will. He was even 

willing to die for this. 

21:14. Paul’s resolve finally made the fellow believers cease in their attempt to stop his journey. They did not 

want to lose him, but they respected his conviction. The simply said “the Lords will be done”, like Jesus had 

prayed in light of what he was going to face while in Gethsemane (Luke 22:42).  

21:15-16. Paul’s journey nearly complete, they only had one more stretch of 64 miles to reach Jerusalem. 

They likely used pack animals, as they were still bringing the sizeable collection from the Gentile churches. It 

would have been Paul, Luke, the delegates from the Gentile churches, and some from Caesarea. Once they 

arrived, the Caesareans led them to a disciple named Mnason for their lodging. He was commended for 

being a long-time disciple. 



Paul’s third missionary journey had come to an end, ending where he began (18:22). His Greek mission was 

also complete, considering he would not return. Paul made this clear to the Ephesian elders (20:25). Paul 

would no longer bear his witness as a free man in the remainder of the book of Acts. He would be bound in 

chains, but the chains would never be able to bind his witness. 

21:17-20. Paul was welcomed with a mixed reaction. The Jewish Christian community was happy to see 

him, but when he and his traveling companions reported to the church elders, things were different. In this 

time, the apostles had been gone for some time, and James, the brother of Jesus, was the presiding elder of 

the church. They received the success of Paul’s mission with elation, but they had some problems with his 

success.  

There was something new to the present situation hidden in the word “zealous”. Josephus described this as a 

time of intense Jewish nationalism and political unrest under Felix leadership. Time after time, the Jewish 

people tried to rise above the Roman overlords, but Felix stopped it every time. He brutally suppressed them 

all. This increased the Jewish hatred for Rome and Gentile sentiments. Considering public relations then, it 

makes sense why Paul’s report may not have been well received as it could have been.  

The Jewish elders were in a bind. They had supported Paul in his journey, but now his mission was 

discredited by the Jewish populace, which the elders were seeking to reach. They praised Paul for his efforts, 

but they had their own mission to consider, and for that, Paul was a distinct liability. 

21:21. The rumor was that Paul was telling Diaspora Jews in these Gentile places to forsake the law of Moses 

and to abandon the practice of circumcising their children. These were serious charges, striking at the 

identity of the Jews’ self-identity as the people of God. Was there evidence of Paul doing this? Certainly, Paul 

argued against circumcision as a guarantee for salvation. He also adamantly opposed circumcision of his 

Gentile converts. However, there is no evidence that he ever told Jewish Christians to abandon this practice. 

This was the same for the Torah. He said multiple times that the Torah is not was gives someone salvation, 

but it is Christ that provides this. He never said for Jewish Christians to abandon their ancestral law.  

21:22-24. In either case, the Jewish community would soon know of Paul’s presence and something had to 

be done to offset the rumors. The elders had worked out a solution to show that Paul was still true to Jewish 

law. There were four men who took on a Nazirite vow, an extreme expression of Jewish piety. They were 

soon completing their vow by shaving their heads. This involved burning their hair as an offering. In 

addition, a number of costly sacrifices were required – a male and female lamb, a ram, and cereal and drink 



offerings (Numbers 6:14f). Paul was asked to join them and share in what they were about to do to finish 

their vow. He obviously could not join in, considering there was a minimum of 30 days in a Nazarite vow. It 

was likely that he was meant to be purified through this. it is tradition that after a Jew returns from a Gentile 

place to the Holy Land, he would undergo a purification process. This was done in a seven-day period 

(Numbers 19:12), which fit perfectly. This would be a demonstration of his full loyalty to the Torah.  

21:25. James concluded his proposal by informing Paul that none of the decrees from the Jerusalem council 

had been changed. Gentiles were still not being asked to live by Jewish law, but to obey basic ritual matters 

that made table fellowship possible between Jewish and Gentile believers. The actual proposal was strictly 

for Paul to demonstrate his fidelity as a Jewish Christian to offset the rumors. It was a compromise that was 

meant to protect Paul and validate his Gentile mission. James was not one to through away Gospel truth for 

the sake of being in the Jewish community. He did everything he could to make sure that his credibility in 

the Jewish community was strong so he could provide a Christian influence until the day he died for his 

beliefs at the hands of Jews in 62 A.D. 

DISCIPLE
Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to Acts 21 and their sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take notes 

during sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 21:1-6 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “God strengthens us through community”. 

1. Since Paul had not previously met this Christian community, what does this say about 

the spread of the Gospel outside of Paul? 

Paul was no longer the only one spreading the Gospel. This could have been the result of his separation with 

his former partner Barnabas, or it could have been some Hellenists that had reached there. In any case, more 

and more believers were taking on the responsibility of taking the Gospel to the nations. 

2. In verse 4, is the Spirit contradicting itself, or is something else happening with the 

message given to Paul? 



God has never shown contradiction in His words and intentions, so this cannot be the case. It is likely that 

the Spirit informed the people in Tyre of what Paul would have to face, and the people did not want Paul to 

have to face these tribulations. The Spirit was merely continuing to warn Paul of what he was going to face 

when he made it to Jerusalem. 

3. Even though the people did not want to lose Paul to his future hardships, what did 

they do? What is so special about what they did? 

They accepted the Paul’s God-given directive, and encouraged him on his journey, offering up prayers. This 

is one of the few times where Paul, technically being seen as the one in Spiritual leadership, being 

encouraged by his fellow Christians instead of him encouraging them. This shows the need for church 

leadership to be encouraged. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 21:7-14 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “Following Jesus is a call to come and die”. 

4. Since Paul only spent a day in places like Ptolemais, what does this say about Paul’s 

view of his mission? 

Paul took his mission very seriously. He knew that there was nothing more important than fulfilling the 

purpose God had given him, which at the time was making it to Jerusalem? 

5. After all the predictions Paul had received from people led by the Spirit, what would 

Paul be assured of? 

Paul would undoubtedly be assured that God was ever present in his coming situation. Even though he 

would face severe trials, he would be calm knowing that God was in control. 

6. Even though a large number of fellow believers charged Paul to not go to Jerusalem, 

what was Paul’s response? 



He told them this was his God-given directive, and nothing, especially not fear of future trials, was going to 

keep him from doing what God needed him to do. He was even willing to die for this purpose. He convinced 

them that this was the Lord’s will. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 21:15-25 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point of “Life in community is a call to sacrifice for those who are 

weaker.”. 

7. Seeing how the culture and customs were the problem for Paul upon his arrival, what 

was the overall solution given to Paul to offset the rumor about him, and what dod he 

have to sacrifice? 

At no expense to the Gospel whatsoever, James suggested Paul partake in certain Jewish customs to get him 

back on the good side of the Jewish community. Although he needed to make a financial sacrifice, not to 

mention his hair, it was worth it for the possibility of still being able to spread the Gospel in Jerusalem. 

8. What was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this 

text? 

DEPLOY
Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

• How often do you care for church leadership? Do you tend to think that your church 

leadership has less problems than you, because you are not as spiritually mature as them? 

What can you do to help your pastors, deacons, and others in church leadership not only do 

their jobs better but also help them meet spiritual and physical needs? 

• Do you take your God-given responsibilities as seriously as Paul did? Do you not hesitate 

when given a directive, and are you willing to die for the tasks God has put before you? What 

are some directives God has given you that you have either taken very seriously or not serious 

enough? What was the result of your seriousness or lack thereof? 



• What are some examples of times in your life where in the moment you thought God wasn’t 

there, but now you look back on it and see how God was working something in your life? 

• What are some examples you have of sacrificing something in your life to be able to share the 

love of God with those who needed it? (time, expenses, material things, etc.) 

• How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will? 


