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SERMON OUTLINE 

Series: Chains 

Title: Hopeful Endurance 

Text: Acts 22:30-23:35 

We are going to look at two truths about Paul’s defense before the Sanhedrin and the plot against him. 

1. Endure because of His Word (22:30-23:11) 

2. Endure because God will accomplish His purposes and plans (23:22-25) 

MAIN POINT 

We are called to endure difficulty, because we serve a God who has determined our end from the beginning. 

DELIVER 

Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

In the previous section, the riot in Jerusalem, Paul’s defense, and his Roman protection showed us that even 

in the face of opposition, we can leverage the Gospel to be uplifted, when we are willing to die. After Paul had 

finished his Jewish purification ritual, there were some Asian Jews who stirred up a mob against Paul, based 

on false claims, and had him thrown out of the inner temple grounds, beaten, and arrested by Roman 

soldiers. This showed that the enemies of the Gospel will try to stop us. Then, Paul convinced the Roman 

officer, who had him arrested, to let him address the people who persecute him, giving his testimony about 

how the God they claim to serve is the one who sent him on mission to the Gentiles. This showed we have a 

unique opportunity when under attack. Finally, after Paul’s address, the people could not stand what Paul 

was saying, so they all shouted and displayed a fit of rage, which led to Paul being put back into protective 

custody, only to be sentenced to a severe beating. However, Paul informed them that not only was he a Jew, 

but he was a Roman citizen from birth, which meant he could not be beaten legally. This showed that we can 

trust God at all times. 



22:30. Seeing as how Lysias could not figure out why the people rioted against Paul or what he could be 

charged with, he decided to release Paul from confinement to take him before the Jewish high court, the 

Sanhedrin. It makes sense that they would have heard about the riot and could better explain what Paul 

could be charged with. 

23:1-2. Paul began with the Sanhedrin, saying that he had nothing to be guilty of, because he had been 

faithful to God in every respect. The underlining provocation with this is that if he was innocent before God, 

the Sanhedrin members who did not share his commitment to Christ were the guilty parties. It makes sense 

that he was commanded to be struck in the mouth right after this. it also makes sense because this high 

priest Ananias was not the same man who led Paul to Christ; this Ananias was known for being a cruel high 

priest, favoring pro-Roman sentiments, and being extremely greedy. 

23:3. Paul’s understandable words to Ananias are actually prophetic. Ten years later, Ananias died as the 

hands of Jewish freedom fighters. The whitewashed wall was symbolic to his hypocrisy as the one who is 

meant to be the intercessor between God and man. Jesus used the same image of whitewashing tombs when 

talking about hypocrisy and warning people of defilement (Matthew 23:27). It is also a recollection of 

Ezekiel talking about a crumbling wall covered in whitewash to conceal its decay, ready to fall at any moment 

(Ezekiel 13:10f). Paul emphasized the hypocrisy of Ananias’ action of passing judgment on Paul with a strike 

to the face, when he knew that was illegal. The actions of the high priest were not typical Israelite judgment 

– he passed judgment on Paul with a strike to the face before deliberations even began. 

23:4-5. Paul was then informed that it was the high priest he was talking to. Paul’s demeanor changed after 

realizing that this man is supposed to be a representative of God. Whether Paul actually knew who he was 

already or not, Paul made it clear that he should not have known based on Ananias’ character. He didn’t act 

like a high priest should, so why should Paul recognize him? Paul made it clear that he respected the role of 

Ananias, quoting Exodus 22:28, but he likely did not fully enjoy the person in the role. 

23:6. Paul takes a radical turn in this trial, saying that he knew the real reason he was there – his “hope in 

the resurrection of the dead”. He made it known that he knew the reason people were against him was due to 

his actions based on his believe in the resurrected Christ. He reached out to his fellow Pharisees by affirming 

himself as a Pharisee. Both of these things actually go hand-in-hand. The Pharisees believed in the concept 

of the resurrection, for it is a major part of their hope in God’s final deliverance of his people. They were 

primed to accept the Gospel message because of their beliefs. Other Pharisees had already converted (15:5). 

Paul was more trying to get some of those Pharisees to believe than defend himself.  



23:7-8. A dispute broke out among the Pharisees and Sadducees, because the Sadducees did not believe in 

the concepts Paul was talking about, but the Pharisees did. The Sadducees were traditionally in the majority 

and the Pharisees in the minority. It is attested to that the Sadducees only accepted the books of the Law as 

Scripture, while the Pharisees also accepted the Pentateuch, which spoke of resurrection, angels, and spirits.  

23:9-10. Through this argument, it became obvious that the Pharisees were now defending Paul, affirming 

the possibility of a spirit or angel speaking through Paul. Lysias, again, saw that Paul’s life could be in danger 

because of the dispute, so he had his troops get Paul and protect him back in the barracks. 

23:11. The following night, Paul had a reassuring vision from the Lord. While Paul had been prepared well 

for what had just happened to him (20:23; 21:10f), he did have a difficult time. “What was all this leading 

to?”, Paul may have thought. The Lord’s words assured him that there was a divine purpose for all of this. 

just as he bore witness to Jerusalem, he would now have to bear witness in Rome. He had already said he 

wanted to visit Rome (19:21), and now he would get the chance with the Lord’s endorsement. God wanted 

Paul in Rome to testify, just as he had been doing in Jerusalem, which put him in this position to begin with. 

23:12-15. The Lord’s provision was timely, since Paul’s troubles were just beginning. The next trouble was a 

group of more than 40 zealous Jews who said they would rather be eternally cursed than let Paul live. In 

their plot to fulfill their vow, they conspired with the Sanhedrin to have Paul called back to a further hearing. 

It would be a trick, because the 40+ zealous Jews would be waiting along the way to kill him. It is important 

to note that the Sadducees are the ones said to be approached, not the Pharisees who were more open to 

Paul. 

23:16-22. Little is known of Paul’s family, or how Paul’s nephew gained information about the coming 

ambush. In any case, the nephew brought this information to Paul, and Paul told a centurion to send the boy 

to Lysias to hear the news. Upon hearing this plan, Lysias commanded that no one be told that he was told 

this plan. Otherwise, they could make a new plan that Lysias was not aware of. Lysias knew that his sole 

purpose was to keep Paul safe and within the law. 

23:23-25. Caesarea was the headquarters of the province. There he would be under the protection of Felix 

the Governor, who later on would lose his position for mishandling conflicts between Jews and Gentiles. 

Lysias lost no time in sending Paul with so many troops that it was half the troops in the Jerusalem cohort. 

Paul had every kind of protection that could be provided for him on his transfer, including the covertness of 

night time. Then, Lysias drafted an official letter, that was usually required when transferring a prisoner 



from one jurisdiction to another. This usually contained accounts of the circumstances of arrest and charges. 

The charges were the difficult part for Lysias. 

23:26-30. After Lysias gives the usual formal greeting that you would give someone in Felix’s position, he 

gives a somewhat exaggerated account of Paul’s arrest, to make himself look good. We know that he arrested 

Paul and put chains on him, but he does not mention that. It was true that he saved him, but he did not yet 

know Paul was a Roman citizen. Lysias knew enough from the earlier debate in the Sanhedrin that the issue 

with Paul had something to do with Jewish Law. Therefore, there was no charge that could cause Paul death 

or imprisonment. This would be the case up until Paul presents his case to Caesar. Finally, Lysias reports the 

reason for the transfer, which is the planned ambush of the Jewish people who would soon have to present 

their case to Felix as well. 

23:31-33. The soldiers carried out Lysias’ order about Paul. First, they went to Antipatris, a military base 

fortified by Herod the Great and named after his father. It was the border between Judea and Samaria. It 

was a 35-mile journey to get there. After the night, it was the cavalry that accompanied Paul the rest of the 25 

miles to the governor’s headquarters, handing over Paul and the letter.  

23:34-35. Everything is said by Luke to point out that Paul’s relocation was very much a protective move on 

the part of the Roman officials. Felix’s question of Paul’s origin was to determine if he had jurisdiction over 

Paul in his role as a Judean procurator, and he was. Therefore, Felix determined it was within his 

competency to give Paul a formal hearing. Meanwhile, Paul was confined to a former palace turned 

headquarters. Not only was Paul safe, but he was now in a little better position than he was prior to this 

narrative. God showed his providence in his protection of Paul. 

DISCIPLE 

Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to Acts 22 and their sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take notes 

during sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 22:30-23:11 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “endure because of His Word”. 

1. Since Paul was saying that he was innocent because of his call from Christ, what was 

he affirming about the Sanhedrin who did not have Christ in their lives? 



Paul was saying that the Sanhedrin is not innocent in the eyes of God, and are in fact guilty. They had not 

accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, repenting of their sins, so their lives were still taken over by 

sin, even though they claimed to be serving the same God. 

2. What was Paul accusing Ananias of, calling him a whitewashed wall in verse 3, and 

why was it understandable for Paul to not recognize Ananias as the high priest, based 

on his reply in verse 5? 

Ezekiel used the same analogy to show someone being decayed by sin and having it covered up. Jesus uses 

this analogy to talk about those who are defiled by their sin. Paul was saying that this high priest was defiled 

by sin, but had it covered up by his high priest position and his claim to serving the same God. Paul was 

saying that Ananias was not acting like a high priest is supposed to, according to Exodus 22:28. He was 

acting inappropriately. 

3. Knowing that the Pharisees were the group in this trial who actually believed in the 

concept of resurrection, why did Paul reach out to them and mention his hope in the 

resurrection? 

Paul was not necessarily trying to divide the group. He was more likely trying to appeal to what the Pharisees 

believed as a way for them to accept Christ as Lord and Savior. It appears Paul was more concerned with the 

hearts of his fellow Pharisees than his own defense. 

4. How does Paul being put back into protective custody show God’s character? 

God is still showing that he keeps his promises and that he is still protecting Paul at every turn, just like he 

said. 

5. What does verse 11 show us about God’s character and how Paul should respond to 

that? 

God is faithful, always with Paul, and determines his beginning and end, just like He does with us. God has 

sovereign guidance over Paul’s mission, just as he does in the lives of all His children. In light of all this, Paul 

is to respond as he always does, in obedience. 



Have a volunteer read Acts 23:12-21 

6. How does God show sovereignty to Paul in these verses? 

While there is a large group of zealous Jews who are plotting to lie to get the opportunity to kill Paul, God 

uses Paul’s nephew, who has never even been mentioned before this, by somehow making it so he can hear 

the plan, somehow makes it acceptable for him to make it into the barracks, and somehow, he tells the 

commander the plot. Not only does the commander believe him, but he actually wants to do something 

about it. There are too many things in this narrative that should not have happened. This can only be the 

work of God. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 23:22-35 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “endure because God will accomplish His purposes and 

plans”. 

7. What was the main reason Paul was sent to a completely different jurisdiction by the 

Roman troops? 

Paul was being protected from the Jewish zealots plotting against him. 

8. Felix would later lose his position because he mishandled issues between Jews and 

Gentiles. What does it say about God that he could use this man to protect Paul? 

It shows that God can use even the most unlikely of people to accomplish his purposes. God has no limits to 

what He can do. God was following through on his promise he made to Paul in verse 11. 

9. What does it say about Paul’s relationship with God that he made it this far? 

Paul’s trust in God’s promises is the most prevalent characteristic expressed by Paul in this passage. Even in 

times where it made no sense for Paul to continue, Paul trusted that God would find a way. 

10. What was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this 

text? 



DEPLOY 

Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

• Paul went out of his way to try to share the Gospel with the Pharisees when he was supposed 

to be defending himself to them. In the past few weeks, how have you shared the love of Jesus 

with someone? In what specific ways have you recently cared for others’ spiritual and 

physical needs? 

• Just like how Paul endured because of His Word, what are some passages in Scripture that 

you often refer to that help you to endure in your faith? Explain what these verses mean and 

how they have impacted your life? How have you used these verses to encourage others? 

• What are some thoughts you have about your future that make you nervous, frustrated, or 

even scare you? How can you have faith in God’s providence to take care of you? How do you 

know that God is going to take care of you in these situations? (he always does) 

• How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will? 


