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We are going to look at three truths about David’s altar experience that all point to worship. 

1. Worship is sacrificial (v. 18-19) 

2. Worship is challenging (v. 20-23) 

3. Worship is costly (v. 24-25) 

MAIN POINT 

God intends for worship to be a costly pursuit. When our worship isn’t costly, it’s possible that it’s not 

worship. 

DELIVER 

Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book, with Samuel likely writing up to 1 Samuel 25 and the 

rest likely being written by the prophets Nathan and Gad (1 Chronicles 29:29). These books correlate with a 

reoccurring them in the book of Judges: Israel sinned against God, God raised up an enemy to turn Israel 

back to Him, they repented, and God brought the, deliverance by bringing up a judge. These books highlight 

a transition in the time in Israel’s history. Israel is a loosely organized tribal league living under poor 

spiritual leadership. God’s plan continued as He raised up Samuel to guide the people’s transition from 

theocracy to a monarchy. 1 Samuel shows Saul’s kingship, while 2 Samuel shows David’s kingship as a large 

focus of the book. David’s reign testified to the amazing works the Lord could and would do through a life 

yielded to Him, and how later generations would receive blessing because of David’s life – all the way to 

Jesus (Luke 1:32-33). 



Leading up to this section of verses, David is shown by God that even though he sinned, because he is meant 

to be a representative and protector of the people, his sin caused all of Israel to be punished. His sin is what 

led to the disaster of the people. God showed David that his sin had serious consequences. David asked for 

his sin to not affect the rest of God’s people. 

24:18-19. Gad had been the prophet to David for a long time. It was him who mediated between he and 

God, especially when it came to matters of his kingship. It was Gad who told David that the only way for him 

to stop the plague on the Israelites was to build an altar on the site where the plague had stopped. The angel 

of the Lord relented from striking down the people and went to the threshing floor of Araunah, the Jebusite. 

This is where the altar was to be built. David’s goal was to make it so that God only punished him, and not 

everyone else that his sin was supposed to affect.  

The Lord once ordered Jacob, the founder of Israel, to build an altar (Genesis 35:1), and now he ordered 

David, the founder of the nation’s worship center at Jerusalem, to do the same. Not only was this in the area 

where Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice, it was the same spot where Solomon would later build the temple 

(2 Chronicles 3:1).  

Obediently, David did just as “the Lord had commanded”. This phraseology links David’s action with the 

formation of Israelite worship (1 Chronicles 21:29-22:1). David showed an essential aspect of worship to God 

not only by his obedience, but also through the sacrifice he was going to make. Sacrifice is inherent to 

worship, and is part obedience and part reply. 

24:20-23. It made sense for Araunah’s threshing floor to be where it was, since threshing required a lot of 

wind, that usually came from high places. While someone like Araunah was prohibited from entering the 

king’s palace, David came to him to explain his intentions to buy his property for worship. He was likely 

generous in saying “My lord the king may take whatever he wants”. Either he was in agreeance with the idea 

of serving the one true God, or he knew he was in no position to try to bargain with the king. Either way, he 

showed generosity by offering to give his land, animals, and wood for the fire to king David. He even offered 

David a prayerful wish that God would accept his offering.  

Not only is it about to be difficult for David to give this sacrifice, one can only imagine how difficult it must 

have been for Araunah to offer up everything he had with no contingency plan to fall back on. This was his 

livelihood, everything he had built up to support himself and his family. His prayer that he offered up on 

behalf of David could be a hint that everything he gave up was an act of worship. Worship can be 



challenging, but it is completely necessary, and more important than anything Araunah could build up on 

earth. 

24:24-25. While Araunah’s offer was likely sincere, David knew that for him to give an offering that cost 

him nothing was worth nothing. There would be no true sacrifice being made. The price David paid for the 

field was the established value of a large field dedicated to the Lord for one Jubilee cycle (Leviticus 27:16). 

David intended to be fair not only to Araunah, but to God. 

By purchasing the land and utilizing it for sacrifice, David was following the Torah guidelines regarding the 

dedication of the land to the Lord (Leviticus 27:20-21). This set the land aside as permanently holy and for 

priestly use, a foreshadowing to the coming temple that was to be built there. 

Burnt offerings typically signified the general dedication of the worshiper (Leviticus 1), and fellowship 

offerings involved a meal shared by the worshiper and priest. They could be offered to express thankfulness, 

like for the plague on Israel that was stopped. In making these sacrifices, David foreshadowed the actions of 

Jesus, the ultimate son of David, who also gave himself as a sacrifice on a hill near Jerusalem for His people 

so an even more tragic plague might be stopped – sin. David’s costly sacrifice stopped a physical plague that 

had taken the lives of many Israelites, while Jesus’ wounds healed the new Israel (1 Peter 2:24). While both 

made costly sacrifices, they both did so as a sign of ultimate worship. Worship is intended to be costly and 

should cost us everything, just like it did Jesus. 

DISCIPLE 

Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to 2 Samuel 24 and their sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take 

notes during sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

Have a volunteer read 2 Samuel 24:18-19 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “worship is sacrificial”. 

1. Why did David need to build an altar? 

To make a sacrifice – David had sinned, and it was affecting the people of Israel. In verse 17, David wanted to 

at least limit the consequences of his sin to just himself. 



2. What is a sacrifice and why is it a form of worship in the eyes of God? 

A sacrifice is giving up something of value or cost for the benefit of something else. For God, anything that is 

done for Him and His purposes are a form of worship. Sacrifices are an essential expression of worship, 

because they show God that we are showing that God is more important than anything temporal we can 

build up on earth. it also shows how thankful we are for what he has done for us. 

3. What was David’s response to God’s command to set up an altar for sacrifice? 

David responded with immediate obedience. 

Have a volunteer read 2 Samuel 24:20-23 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “worship is challenging”. 

4. Knowing that David previously conquered the Jebusites (2 Samuel 5:6-8), why was it 

challenging for Araunah the Jebusite to show respect to his now king, David? 

Araunah had to give up a lot of cultural biases that he may have had against the man who led a charge 

against his people and is now his king. He had to put his feelings aside to serve the man God had put in 

power over the land. 

5. What was Araunah saying was most important to him by making this challenging act 

of sacrifice? 

He was making a statement that the things of God are more important than anything he feels. He was 

making a declaration of worship with his sacrifice. 

6. What sacrifice was Araunah offering to make to David? 

Araunah was offering to give his land, animals, and wood for the sacrifice free of charge. 



Have a volunteer read 2 Samuel 24:24-25 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “worship is costly”. 

7. Why did David not just accept the free offering from Araunah? 

David knew that to make a sacrifice of no cost was no sacrifice at all. David also knew that by purchasing the 

land and utilizing it for sacrifice, David was following the Torah guidelines regarding the dedication of the 

land to the Lord (Leviticus 27:20-21). The price David paid for the field was the established value of a large 

field dedicated to the Lord for one Jubilee cycle (Leviticus 27:16). 

8. What did David express with his burnt offerings and fellowship offerings? 

Burnt offerings typically signified the general dedication of a worshipper, and fellowship offerings involved a 

meal shared by a priest to express thankfulness – in this case thankfulness that the plague on Israel, while 

severe, had not destroyed Jerusalem. 

9. How was David a foreshadowing of Jesus in this passage? 

David foreshadowed the actions of Jesus, the ultimate son of David, who also gave himself as a sacrifice on a 

hill near Jerusalem for His people, so an even more tragic plague might be stopped – sin. David’s costly 

sacrifice stopped a physical plague that had taken the lives of many Israelites, while Jesus’ wounds healed 

the new Israel (1 Peter 2:24). While both made costly sacrifices, they both did so as a sign of ultimate 

worship. Worship is intended to be costly and should cost us everything, just like it did Jesus. 

10. What else was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this 

text? 

DEPLOY 

Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

• What are things in your life that may not have necessarily been wrong, but were things that 

you have given up to further God’s purpose? What are things I your life now that you may 

need to continue giving to the Lord for the furtherment of His kingdom? 



• Have you ever needed to give up your cultural biases toward someone or something, like 

Araunah, to do the will of God? What were those and how were they getting in the way? What 

are some things in our culture that keep us from doing the will of God, and are they things we 

know we need to give up? 

• How should you give sacrificially to God’s church? How has God blessed you in what he has 

given you (finances, family, friends, job, etc.), and how can you use what he has given you to 

sacrificially give back to His purposes? 

• How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will? 


