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SERMON OUTLINE 

Series: Chains 

Title: The Goodness of God and the Gospel 

Text: Acts 28:11-31 

We are going to look at six truths about Paul making it to Rome, his interview with the Jews, and the 

response that followed. 

1. We celebrate the triumph of our king (v. 11-14) 

2. We are fueled by family (v. 14-16) 

3. We are driven by hope for people without Christ (v. 17-20) 

4. We share the Gospel relentlessly (v. 21-23) 

5. We measure success by obedience (v. 24-29) 

6. We are passionate in our love for God and people (v. 30-31) 

MAIN POINT 

We as people of God are powered by God and other believers to obediently share the Gospel with those who 

don’t know it, because we love them. 

DELIVER 

Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

In the previous section, Paul boarded a ship with some of his close companions, other prisoners, and a lot of 

Roman soldiers to make his way to Rome. Along the way, a storm came that threw them way off course. Paul 

gave them advice, inspired by God, but they chose to do what they wanted to do. This showed that we need to 

recognize our nature is self-confidence. Paul’s warning proved to be true, as the storm was destroying their 

ship, and they had no idea where they were. They took measures to try to save themselves, but the God 

ordained storm was too much for them to handle. This showed that we need to affirm God is sovereign over 



nature. Some sailors tried to escape, but Julius, the centurion in charge, would not let them, based on Paul’s 

recommendation. Then, Paul urged the men to eat, and used this as an opportunity to show his faith to God 

and encourage the men on board. Then, God kept his promise by leading them to land, where the ship would 

be abridged, and they were met by a hospitable group of Malta people, where they realized God was keeping 

them on course and Paul was given the opportunity to share the Gospel. This showed that we must respond 

in faith to God’s sovereignty.  

28:11. After their ship being destroyed and the winter season keeping them from moving for three months, 

Paul and the rest of the crew were able to find another crew from another Alexandrian ship nearby who 

could take them to Rome. The “Twin Brothers” mentioned are crafted figureheads of Castor and Pollux, sons 

of Zeus and Leda. They were viewed as the protectors of those who sailed. It is just like Paul to find an 

opportunity to be with people who did not know the Gospel. 

28:12-13. First, they sailed 90 miles for Syracuse, which was then the capital city for the island. The reason 

for their delay is not specified, but Luke did not feel the it was important to the narrative. Then, they took a 

somewhat difficult 70-mile journey to Rhegium, at the tip of Italy. Then, they had a favorable journey to 

Puteoli, making it 210 miles in one day. 

28:14. It is not certain how the people in Puteoli got the hear the Gospel or who brought it to them, but the 

same could be said for Rome nearby. It is speculated that they received the Gospel message as early as 49 

A.D. They encouraged Paul by inviting him, and the rest of the crew, to stay with them for a week. It is 

interesting that the soldiers keeping Paul in custody are not really mentioned so far in this chapter. Perhaps 

this is a sign of how much Julius has trusted Paul up to this point, emphasized by the fact that Julius allowed 

them to stay with the Christians for a week. After this, as well as the hardships from 23:11-now, God had 

fulfilled His promise to bring Paul to Rome. 

28:15. For Paul to have made it to Rome from where he was, he needed to take a 130 miles journey, five days 

by foot. When he was about 43 miles away from his final destination, he was met by Christians from Rome in 

the marketplace of Appius. After another 10 miles, they were met by another group of Roman Christians. It 

is unclear how they knew of his arrival, and it is likely they were two different house churches. Their role was 

encouragement, backing the apostle’s witness in the city of Rome. 

28:16. This is the transition from the long travel narrative to Paul’s witness in Rome. Julius’ trust in Paul is 

shown again in his “free” witness. He lived at his own expense, renting a house, and was able to bear his 



witness there. The one guard assigned to him shows his freedom, but also reminds us that he was a witness 

in chains. This is also the final time Luke includes himself in Paul’s actions. 

28:17. Even suffering through what Paul went through the last few years, with the trials, imprisonment, and 

traveling, Paul did not forget his process of going to a new place to share the Gospel. As is expected, he went 

to the Jews first. The difference here is that he invited the Jewish leaders to his house instead of going to 

them, likely because of his custody. He summed up his experiences in chapters 22-26 to underline his 

proven innocence. He had done nothing against the Jewish people or their customs. Paul then tells of how he 

was “handed over” to the Romans, just like how Jesus was handed over to the Gentiles (Luke 9:44; 18:32; 

24:7). 

28:18-20. Paul made it clear that there was no charge he received that could be proven. Therefore, there 

was nothing Paul did that could be considered by Jewish or Roman law to be deserving of death. He even 

made it clear that everyone else knew this by making the claim, “they wanted to release me”. Something 

knew here is Paul’s claim that he had no charge against his people. Though they accused him, Paul had no 

intention of throwing his fellow Jews under the bus. He only wanted them to commit to Christ, the very 

thing that really put him in chains. Paul had focused on this being the real issue in every defense. (23:6; 

24:15; 26:8, 23). 

28:21. It is surprising that none of the Jerusalem Jews had sent any notice about Paul to Rome, though it is 

likely because of the winter conditions, and the synagogues in Rome were not strong. Another option is the 

Jerusalem Jews no longer associated with Paul’s case to prevent from being embarrassed or because Paul 

was no longer there to “cause problems”. 

28:22. The Jewish leaders did mention they had heard people talk about Christianity, but they did not seem 

too associated with them. Christianity was wide spread in Rome, seen from the people that came to meet up 

with him and the letter Paul had written to them before this. It is possible there had been a previous decision 

by the Jews in Rome to disassociate themselves with the Christian community based on a past experience 

with Claudius. Whatever the reason, they also expressed that they wanted to hear more from Paul and had 

nothing bad to say about him. This could indirectly be a testament to his innocence. 

28:23. Since Paul was under guard, the larger number of Jews came to Paul’s house. He devoted this entire 

time to presenting the Gospel to them. He preached on the Kingdom of God and Jesus, two things that he 

would later continue to focus on for two years (v. 31). They go together. Jesus stands at the center of God’s 



rule, and God’s people are gathered around Him. Jews looked to the Messiah for restoration of God’s 

Kingdom in a renewed Israel (1:6). The entire book of Acts shows that this has already occurred in Jesus. 

Paul used Scriptures that pointed to the necessity of the Messiah’s suffering and resurrection. Jesus also 

used the Law of Moses and the prophets to do this same thing (Luke 24:13-35). Peter also used this to point 

to Christ as Messiah at Pentecost (2:17-36; 3:12-26). Paul had already previously done this in Antioch 

(13:32-39). It had been done so many times, it points to the importance of the points: Jesus is the long-

awaited Messiah who came to restore the Kingdom of God through His death and resurrection. 

28:24. There was a clear division between those who believed and those who did not. Being “convinced” 

could possibly mean that those who believed in Paul’s words may not have yet made a commitment, but this 

is not certain. However, this was a pattern in Acts with Paul. He brought the Gospel to a new place, some 

Jews believed, along with the Gentiles, but the majority of Jews tragically reject Paul’s message. 

28:25. Paul realized the situation and got in his last word with the non-believing Jews before they left: an 

Old Testament testimony. This was not regarding Jesus but their refusal to hear the Word of God. Their 

ignorance was foretold by the Holy Spirit, through Isaiah the prophet. Every time the Old Testament is 

referenced in Acts to refer to a word from the Holy Spirit, it is emphasizing a living Word. Paul did not cease 

to be a Jew, but his language suggests that he was distancing himself from the unbelieving Jews. Before it 

was “my brothers”, and now it was “your forefathers”. His faith in Christ separated himself from those who 

had now heard and still chose not to believe. 

28:26-27. This is verbatim Isaiah 6:9f. the three organs of perception are highlighted: eyes, ears, and heart. 

The heart was understood to be the organ of understanding and will. The message they received through 

their eyes and ears were neither understood nor acted upon. Otherwise, they would have rightly responded 

to God’s message. If they had understood, they would have turned in repentance and received God’s healing. 

They had heard of salvation through Christ, but their hard hearts made them unresponsive and resistant. 

The quote from Isaiah points to them not really “hearing” (akouo) if the message they “heard” is not acted 

upon. Jesus also refers to this Scripture with reference to the Jews failing to understand and appropriate His 

parables (Matthew 13:14f; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10). Paul wrestled with the Jews’ rejection of the Gospel in 

Romans 11:8. It is constantly a riddle to Paul how the Gospel of God’s salvation, foretold in the Jewish 

Scriptures, fulfilled in Jewish Messiah would ultimately be embraced not by the Jews, but primarily by the 

Gentiles. 



28:28-29. When the Gentiles desired to “hear” Paul, they actually “listened”, proven by their response. Paul 

saw his ministry primarily to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:8), and his vision in the temple confirms this (22:21). 

Throughout Acts he had great success with the Gentiles. Had Paul completely given up on the Jews? Luke 

always points out the few Jews who believe. Paul always went to the synagogues first. Paul welcomed “all” 

who believed, which always has some Jewish presence amid Gentiles. However, it was clear that the Jewish 

people as a whole would not embrace Christ. There is nothing to indicate that Paul’s usual mission strategy 

would not continue beyond this scene. He was merely stating that God’s salvation had already been received 

by the Gentiles, emphasizing the Jews’ need for salvation. The statement is not so much about Jewish 

exclusion as it is about Gentile inclusion in God’s people. Acts is about the inclusive Gospel. Salvation has 

been sent to all. Verse 29 is omitted from most Bible versions on account of it not being part of the original 

manuscript. 

28:30-31. The book of Acts comes to an abrupt end. Paul is in custody in his rented home for the next two 

years, but it is a fruitful two years. People come and go, likely both Jews and Gentiles, and he is 

“unhindered” with sharing the Gospel to them. This is a great image of how freeing the Gospel to everyone 

who receives it. The Gospel is not bound by any earthly barrier.  Jew and Gentile alike, those who accept 

Christ as their Lord and Savior are free from the bondage of sin and death, and free to live with and for the 

One who created them and loved them to their freedom. The same message of the Kingdom and Jesus was 

what he taught to the first group of Jews he met in verse 23. It is the central message of Acts. Jesus begins 

the book by giving the charge to restore the Kingdom (1:3), and now we end the book with this being done. 

God’s kingdom is realized as He comes to rule in the hearts of His people. The Gospel proclaims the 

Kingdom and the Gospel has triumphed.  

Throughout Acts, those who brought the Gospel were rejected to the most serious degree, but nothing could 

hinder the Gospel itself. Luke is challenging the reader to be willing to live the challenging life Paul did, 

willing to do anything for the sake of the Gospel.  

Luke also makes it very clear that Acts is not the end for the Gospel mission. He never said the mission was 

over. He never said Paul was the last one to take the Gospel to the nations. He never said the reader did not 

have the same duty as Paul, and other believers in the book of Acts. Whatever the reason Luke left the ending 

opened as he did, it should be a challenge to the reader to take the non-ending as a charge to continue the 

mission until its completion. 



DISCIPLE 

Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to Acts 28 and their sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take notes 

during sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 28:11-14 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we celebrate the triumph of our king”. 

1. What all did Paul make through since God promised he would make it to Rome in 

23:11? What does this prove about God’s promises? 

Paul had been through shipwreck, imprisonment, assassination attempts, and all kinds of opposition from 

his own people that he considered to be like family. Through all of this hardship, God proves his power and 

presence in that his promises are stronger than any hardship we can face. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 28:14-16 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we are fueled by family”. 

2. Who was Paul met by on his last leg to Rome and how could this have been an 

encouragement to him? How do you know Paul was encouraged? 

Paul was greeted by fellow believers from Rome on his way to his final destination. He could see that they 

loved him enough to seek him out and make him feel welcome, treating him like family. This is because the 

church is family. While the Jewish community in Jerusalem was a people he considered family, and they 

turned on him, he had comfort in knowing he had family in the body of Christ. The church is intended to be 

family. You know Paul was encouraged because he thanked God for them. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 28:17-20 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we are driven by hope for people without Jesus”. 

3. Even though the Jewish people turned on Paul and caused everything that had 

happened to him for the last few chapters, what was Paul’s feeling and hope for the 

Jewish people? 



Paul explained how he had been put on trial for things that could not be proven by the Jerusalem Jews. 

Despite this, Paul had no “accusation” against them. Paul felt no animosity and did not want to through 

them under the bus for what they did. His only hope was for them to know Jesus. He felt love toward the 

people who rejected him and the Messiah they really put him on trial for. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 28:21-23 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we share the Gospel relentlessly”. 

4. How much did the Jewish leaders know about Paul and Christianity and how did this 

affect their willingness to listen? 

The Jewish leaders had not heard anything from the Jerusalem Jews about Paul’s arrival or anything about 

him. They had heard of people speaking against Christianity, but it appears to be a very vague understanding 

of the situation. All they really knew was what Paul had told them, and based on their willingness to at least 

hear him out more, they appeared to acknowledge Paul’s innocence. 

5. What does Paul do with his time with the Jews of Rome? 

Paul exhaustively points them to the Word of God, because he believes that faith comes from the Word, just 

as God reveals Himself through the Word. Paul exhausts himself to know the Word and teach the Word to 

those who need to know it. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 28:24-29 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we measure success by obedience”. 

6. What was Paul proving to the unbelieving Jews by bringing up the passage in Isaiah? 

Paul was showing them that God knew they would reject Him. The Jewish people had been told about this 

coming rejection for many generations. It was likely shocking to the unbelieving Jews to hear that they were 

some of the Jews God was talking about. 



7. What are the ramifications of their unbelief? 

The result of not believing Christ is the Messiah is not repenting of sins, not asking forgiveness, and not 

accepting the one true Messiah as Lord and Savior. Without this acceptance, we will remain in bondage to 

our sin and remain eternally separated from relationship with God. 

8. If Paul did not bring up the Gentiles to show the Jews that they have been passed by, 

what was Paul showing them? 

Paul was showing them that the Gospel is for everyone, and that the Gentiles were willing to listen to Paul’s 

Gospel message and respond rightly. He is telling them that they too need to respond in the way the Gentiles 

did, through hearing and listening. 

9. If Paul’s success was not measured by how many people got saved, what was it 

measured by? 

Paul’s success was measured by obedience. He was faithfully obeying God’s call to share the Gospel. This is 

the beginning and end of our responsibility with respect to evangelism. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 28:30-31 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “we are passionate in our love for God and people”. 

10. How is the two years Paul spent in house custody portrayed like the Gospel? 

Paul welcomed all who came to him, Jew and Gentile. This is also true in the Gospel. Paul was not hindered 

in his mission. The Gospel is also never hindered by anything of this world. Paul proclaimed the Kingdom of 

God and Jesus to those who came to see Him. The Kingdom of God being realized through Jesus is the 

Gospel message, and this is the reason we can have right relationship with God again, after repenting of sin, 

turning away from it, and accepting Jesus Christ as Messiah, Lord, and Savior. 

11. How should the reader view the “ending” of the book of Acts as a challenge? 

Whatever Luke’s intention was for ending with Paul’s two years in Rome, one thing is certain. Luke never 

said the mission was over and Paul completed it. We are charged with the same mission Paul had. The 

summation of Acts is that our love for God fuels our love for one another, and compels us to distribute the 

Gospel, even at a cost. This is who the believers of the book of Acts were and it is who we are called to be. 



12. What was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this 

text? 

DEPLOY 

Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

1. How do you celebrate God and thank Him for His presence in your life? Is this something you 

tend to lack doing as much as you should? If so, how can you be better at giving God thanks 

for His presence in your life? What are some things you could thank him for right now from 

just this past week? 

2. Are you fueled by family? Are you actively seeking out opportunities to care for your fellow 

believers’ spiritual and physical needs? How have you done this recently, and whose needs 

could you be actively caring for now? Could it be someone in this group? If you have needs 

that need to be helped with, what are they and how can others in this group help you with 

them? 

3. Are you actively seeking out opportunities to love those who are difficult to love? do you have 

an example of someone in your life right now who is difficult to love, but could really use 

someone like you to show that person the love of God? 

4. When looking at how well Paul had to know the Word to be able to relay it to other, how well 

are you getting to know your Bible? How often do you set aside time for hearing from God 

through His Word? On top of that, how often are you memorizing Scripture? How can you do 

better at this, and how can others in this group keep you accountable to this? 

5. Quite simply, are you being obedience in your responsibility to share the Gospel with those 

who do not know it? If you are, how are you doing it? If not, what do you need to change in 

your life priorities? 

6. How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will?


