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Bible Study 

SERMON OUTLINE 

Series: Ancestors & Heirs 

Title: Joseph 

Text: Matthew 1:18-25 

Through Joseph we see that we can act in faithful obedience because God always keeps his promises. 

1. We can trust that God keeps His word (v. 18-23) 

2. We should respond with obedience to God’s word (v. 24-25) 

MAIN POINT 

Jesus’ birth not only tells the story of God fulfilling His purposes and plans, but it tells the story of our 

redemption–the fact that we cannot save ourselves. 

UNDERSTANDING 

 1. In the past couple weeks, how have you seen God working in your life? Can you think of an 

example of God intervening to further His purpose in your life? Perhaps He has given you the 

opportunity to invest in someone’s life or have someone invest in yours. Maybe it is a 

different opportunity He has given you. How has God revealed Himself to you recently? 

2. If God can do all of that, and He is always faithful to His Word, what are some things 

in your life you are having trouble giving to God? Why are you having trouble asking 

God for His help and intervention? What will it take for you to trust God with these 

things? 

3. What are recent examples in your life of your actions being more focused on what 

other people might think of you rather than what God does think of you? What are 



some things in your life that you need to change to glorify God more than your own 

selfish desires? 

4. How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward 

in your Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to 

help you draw closer to God and live out His will? 

NEXT WEEK 

Title: Ancestors & Heirs—Mary 

Text: Luke 1:46-56 

Topic: Praise 

*See the following pages for information about weekly Advent devotionals. 

Ancestors & Heirs 

Advent 2017 



A simple advent devotional will be provided each week to be used individually or as a family along with the 

sermon series. While the four sermons will come from each of the four Gospels, the devotionals will all come 

from the Gospel of Luke, bridging the sermons with a chronological walk through the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Additionally, there will be a video available Christmas Eve afternoon through Christmas Eve night to watch 

at home with your family. The link will be posted all day at various times on social media pages and on our 

website under “Christmas At Brainerd” which you can now click directly on the homepage.  

In the four weeks leading up to Christmas, we’ll see how God worked in the lives of ordinary people to 

accomplish his plan of salvation for all nations. Joseph was told how God would keep his promise to save his 

people. Mary praised God for his gracious and unmerited work. John proclaimed the Good News of the long-

awaited Savior and King. Jesus was the presence of God dwelling among His creation.  

This is the story of Christmas. Promise. Praise. Proclamation. Presence.  

Week 1: Promise  

Sermon: Joseph—Matthew 1:18-25 

    Devotional: Mary—Luke 1:26-38 

Week 2: Praise 

Sermon: Mary—Luke 1:46-56 

    Devotional: Elizabeth & John—Luke 1:39-45 

Week 3: Proclamation  

Sermon: John—Mark 1:1-8 

    Devotional: Shepherds & Jesus—Luke 2:1-21 

Week 4: Presence 

Sermon: Jesus—John 1:1-18 

    Devotional: Simeon—Luke 2:22-33 



Week 1: Promise  

Sermon (December 2-3): Joseph 

In this past weekend’s sermon (Matthew 1:18-25), the angel Gabriel revealed to Joseph that Mary would give 

birth to the Son of God. The Gospel of Matthew begins with a long genealogy, showing God’s faithfulness to 

keep his promise to provide a Savior and King. This promised Messiah, or Christ, would be born in a 

miraculously unexpected way—to a young virgin girl who was engaged to a humble man who had to believe 

the unbelievable.  

In this week’s devotional, you’ll read Luke’s account of Mary receiving the news of her miraculous pregnancy 

and forthcoming birth of the promised Messiah.  

 

Devotional: Mary 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 

engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came 

to her and said, “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.” But she was deeply troubled by this 

statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be.  

Then the angel told her: 

Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Now listen: You will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and His kingdom will have no end. 

Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man? 

The angel replied to her: 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

Therefore, the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. 

And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the 

sixth month for her who was called childless. For nothing will be impossible with God.”  



“I am the Lord’s slave,” said Mary. “May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel 

left her. 

Luke 1:26-38 (CSB) 

 

All Scripture references are taken from the Christian Standard Bible. http://read.csbible.com/ 

Imagine being Mary or Joseph. The Bible doesn’t tell us that they were seeking to change the world. They 

didn’t audition or sign up to play the part of Mom and Dad to the Son of God. These were two ordinary 

people, engaged to be married, receiving life-changing and history-changing news. The world was about to 

be turned upside down (or right side up) and it would start in their own lives. 

Both Mary and Joseph faced a radical decision. The decision was not whether or not God would do what he 

planned on doing. The choice wasn’t even whether or not they’d be part of God’s plan. The choice they faced 

was whether or not they’d trust and obey. 

This is the same choice we face every day.  

It might be easy to think, “I’d believe and do anything if an angel appeared to me.” But we have the Word of 

God in our Bibles to read any time we want. What a gift! There’s no second-guessing what God has said or 

meant. We have the same Holy Spirit that conceived baby Jesus, actively working in the hearts and minds of 

men, women, and children. The Good News of Jesus Christ is just as shocking and true for us as it was for 

them.  

God chose to work in and through Mary and Joseph 2000 years ago. God has chosen to work in and through 

us today. We don’t get to decide whether or not we’re part of the story. We’re in it. We’ve been given the 

Good News. The mission of God is being accomplished.  

We have to decide what to do with the Good News about Jesus. Will we trust God? Will we obey God’s Word? 

Even when the promises of God seem too good to be true—impossible by human understanding—will we 

believe? 

http://read.csbible.com/


Life may feel turned upside down right now. But the Gospel of Jesus turns everything right side up again. 

God is good. He is in control. He can be trusted. Jesus is proof of God’s love. 

This Christmas season, let’s decide to trust the heavenly Father: “May it be done to me according to your 

word.” Let’s believe the promise: “Nothing will be impossible with God.”


