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Bible Study 

SERMON OUTLINE 

Series: Ancestors & Heirs 

Title: John 

Text: Mark 1:1-8 

Through John, we see that we have a responsibility to tell others about God. 

1. God is active across history to redeem His people. 

2. God involves us in the fulfillment of His plan. 

3. Our purpose is to point people to Jesus. 

MAIN POINT 

God uses us to join in His redemptive activity throughout history. 

DELIVER 

Use this commentary to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. (For the leader) 

This is the third week of our new Advent series: Ancestors & Heirs. From now until Christmas, we will see 

how the Christmas story unfolds in the lives of four people, using each of the four gospels. 

To give you an idea of where we are headed, this is our outline for Advent: 

Joseph (Promise)—Matthew 1:18-25 

Mary (Praise)—Luke 1:46-56 

John (Proclamation)—Mark 1:1-8 

Jesus (Presence)—John 1:1-18 



The gift of the gospel has been passed down from the ancestors of our faith so that we too can be made heirs 

with Christ. Joseph was told how God would keep his promise to save his people. Mary praised God for his 

gracious and unmerited work. John proclaimed the good news of the long-awaited Savior and King. Jesus 

was the presence of God dwelling among His creation. This is the story of Christmas. Promise. Praise. 

Proclamation. Presence. 

In the previous section, Mary was prompted by her pregnancy with the coming Messiah to praise God for 

who He is and what He has done, not just for her but for everyone throughout history, including bringing 

salvation through Christ. Her praise shows us that God’s activity in our lives should lead us to worship. 

1:1. “In the beginning” is synonymous with that in Genesis - the beginning of the world. It is only fitting that 

in this letter Mark is writing about the “Gospel”, meaning good news, that he begins by alluding to the good 

news of a new beginning through the coming Christ/Messiah, or “Anointed One”. Being one that is anointed 

means that you are commissioned by God for a special task (1 Kings 19:16; 1 Samuel 10:1). Jesus’ name is 

the New Testament version of the Old Testament “Joshua”, both meaning “Yahweh saves”. Mark was 

intentional to express How Jesus’ special task was to bring salvation to the world. “Son of God” was a term 

used by Mark a number of times in his Gospel to point to the unique relationship of Jesus to the only true 

God. the same  

1:2-3. Some manuscripts read the start of verse 2 as “in the prophets”, which makes more sense, considering 

the passages that are being quoted are from more than just Isaiah - Exodus 23:20, Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1 

and 4:5. These passages had their own context that they immediately referred to, but in the time they were 

written, they were also written with the intent of pointing to the coming Messiah.  

In the context that Mark is using them, “messenger” refers to John the Baptist as the one telling others that 

the coming of Christ is imminent. Also, John’s preaching of repentance (v. 4) and appearance (v. 6) point to 

him being like Elijah. “Lord” is a word not used often by Mark. it is used to point to the being of Jesus as 

God, having dominion and direction over all. All of this is to show that John and Jesus appear because of 

divine providence. Due to this providence, John’s messenger responsibilities are emphasized as being God-

given. 

God knew that it was necessary for someone to tell other people about the coming Messiah, just like God 

knows it is important for those who know Him now to tell other people who need to hear it. However, true 

then as it is now, it is the responsibility of the one listening to respond in obedience. 



1:4. Instead of narrating the birth of John, Mark makes an abrupt introduction of John in the wilderness 

fulfilling his God-given responsibilities. Where he was baptizing is very important. The “wilderness” is a 

word used to recall Israel’s disobedience (Joshua 5:6), and is where God usually reveals Himself to test and 

save His people. It is the world that draws one away from God and it is in the world where this messenger 

goes to call people to repentance. 

Baptism is not what saves a person, but John introduced the idea of using baptism to represent the cleansing 

of sins for Jew and Gentile alike. It is a public representation of one’s decision to confess sins to God, ask 

forgiveness of those sins, and being cleaned of sins by God. while it was originally an act of Jewish proselytes 

to administer baptism to themselves, John introduced the idea of a Jew being baptized by another person, 

and it is only done once. It also symbolizes being overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit, but this symbolism is 

much more emphasized in Jesus’ ministry. 

John’s ministry is threefold. First, he told people truth of the coming Messiah, and told them to prepare for 

His arrival. He aimed to lead people out of the wilderness. Second, he preached a message of repentance and 

forgiveness of sins. Third, he baptized those who accepted his truth. This is the same thing we are called to 

do, except now we are looking back to what Christ has finished through His death, burial, and resurrection. 

1:5-6. Before the time of Jesus, baptism was used to cleanse Gentiles, as well as circumcision, before 

allowing them into the Jewish faith. Jews were never baptized, so it shows the impact of “all” the Jews that 

were being baptized by John. it is impressive to see that there was a large amount of people who believed in 

John’s words and responded accordingly. This speaks to how much God was behind his words. 

John’s way of life was not a coincidence and was not a sign of craziness. It is careful and calculated. We 

already know verse 6 connects John with the prophets, especially Elijah, pointing to him as a messenger. 

Another important point to be made is how he denied himself the things of the world that most people 

partake in that can distract people from God. John knew there was more to life than food, clothing, and 

housing. He did not want to be distracted by those things. John shows that discipleship involves clear 

separation from the world and sacrifice of one’s own desires. 

1:7-8. John preached not only a way of life but also a person. Gentile slaves were the ones that tied the 

sandals of their masters, so John was saying he was not even worthy to be called Jesus’ slave. This speaks to 

the power and majesty of who Jesus is. John also lessens himself by saying the baptism he offers is merely 

physical, and the one coming would offer a spiritual baptism. John’s baptism was meant to point to a not yet 



completed work, while Jesus’ baptism points to a completed work through Him. It introduces the reality of 

being filled with divine nature and being saved from the corruption that is in this world (2 Peter 1:4). 

DISCIPLE 

Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

Getting Started: Ask your group about television shows or movies they like, and why they like 

them so much. Ask them to tell the rest of the group why they should be watching it. Why is it 

so easy to tell other people about the things we like? 

It is easy to tell other people about the things we like, because we have reasons to like them. The things we 

like connect to us in a certain way. The same should be said for our Christian faith. Our faith in Christ should 

be the easiest thing in the world to talk to others about, not only because of how important it is to do so, but 

because nothing connects with us more and there is nothing we enjoy more than our Lord and Savior. 

Ask your group to open their Bibles to Mark 1 and sermon notes. Encourage everyone to take notes during 

sermons in order to discuss what God is teaching them. 

  

Have a volunteer read Mark 1:1-8 

  

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “God is active across history to redeem His people”. 

  

1. What two major promises are fulfilled by God in this section? 

Not only does God send a Savior, like we know He promised to do, he also promised to send a messenger to 

point people to His coming, and he did this in John the Baptist. God is always faithful to fulfill His promises. 

2. Since the reference to prophets foretelling of Christ’s coming all throughout history 

shows that Christ has always been the plan, what does this say about who God is? 

When you look at the quote in verses 2-3, Isaiah says “I” and “My”. God is speaking through Him, so this is 

talking about God. God shows that he has been in control from the very beginning and has never lost control. 

His plan has always been loving redemption.  

  



3. How is John like that of the Old Testament prophets? How does this show that God is 

active across history? 

The Old Testament prophets were spoken through by God as to point people to the coming Messiah. John 

was the first of his kind in 400 years, who God spoke through to point to the coming of the Messiah. The 

prophets and John prepared the way and charged others with preparing the way for the coming of Christ. 

This involved telling people truth who did not know it. Again, God has had the same redemptive purpose 

throughout history, and it shows in how he consistently used these people. 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “God involves us in the fulfillment of His plan”. 

  

4. When the Judean countryside and the people in Jerusalem flocked to John to be 

obedient, what were they being obedient to? 

They had heard the “good news” being preached by John of repentance and forgiveness through the coming 

Messiah. They listened to the message of judgment, due to sinfulness and wanted to be saved. They were 

informed of who God is and who they are not. They obeyed the call to be baptized, to make a testimony to 

everyone in attendance that they knew they were sinful, in need of a Savior, and were repenting and asking 

forgiveness of their sins. 

5. How did John’s lifestyle point away from himself to point to God? 

He denied himself the things of the world that most people partake in that can distract people from God. 

John knew there was more to life than food, clothing, and housing. He did not want to be distracted by those 

things. John shows that discipleship involves clear separation from the world and sacrifice of one’s own 

desires. 

In this section, the sermon addressed the point that “our purpose is to point people to Jesus”. 

  

6. What is the difference between the baptism those Jewish people partook in and the 

baptism we experience today? 

Both were meant to point to truth, but both differ and incompletion and completion of the work of God. 

John’s baptism was meant to point to a not yet completed work. Those who were baptized did repent and 



asked forgiveness of sins, but it was done in the knowledge that the Savior was coming. Jesus’ baptism points 

to a completed work through Him. It introduces the reality of being filled with divine nature and being saved 

from the corruption that is in this world (2 Peter 1:4). Jesus coming not only validates the baptisms of those 

that came after Him, it also validates those who came before. Jesus’ completed work saves all throughout 

time who have lived their lives as vessels to the work of God and the coming of the Kingdom. 

7. How are the responsibilities of the Christian community like John’s and how our they 

different? 

John pointed to the coming Messiah, and told his followers to prepare the way of the Lord. our responsibility 

is to tell others about the Messiah who has already come and completed the work of salvation. It is easier for 

us now, because all the listener has to do is accept and obey based on a completed work, showing them that 

there is nothing they need to do or can ever do to make themselves right with God. They just need to obey. 

8. What was helpful, challenging, or encouraging in this study or the sermon on this 

text? 

DEPLOY 

Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

• In this Christmas season, it is easy to worry more about the physical presents we can give to 

people and forget about the ultimate gift given to us by God - salvation through our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore, how can you use this unique time of year to share the Gospel 

with people who need to hear it? Who in your life needs to hear the Gospel from you and how 

can the rest of your group help you to achieve this goal for God? 

• John abstained from the things of the world to show his followers that there is sacrifice of 

those things that comes with being a disciple of Christ. Are there things in your life that you 

tend to put above doing God’s work on your priority list? Along with repenting, how can 

others in your group help keep you accountable with not allowing the things of this world to 

become the god of your life? 



• How should you celebrate Jesus and what He has done for you not only in this Christmas 

season but all the time, in ways you are not already doing? It might be helpful to go around 

and say how each person already celebrates God for ideas on this. 

• How else can you use what you have learned in this text to help you moving forward in your 

Christian walk? What are some ways you can apply this passage to your life to help you draw 

closer to God and live out His will. 


