
 

COMMENTARY 

Title: Vision—Deliver the Word 

Text: Romans 10:14-15 

Topic: Salvation  

  

Context of the book / letter / Gospel: 

  

Paul’s letter to the Romans has an unclear purpose, but definitely not an unclear message. While Biblical scholars 

seem to be unsure of the purpose behind the letter, they agree on its overall importance in understanding doctrine 

and unlocking the truth of God’s Word. The context of our passage in Romans 9-11 has been referred to as the “key to 

understanding the Bible” with its outline of God’s plan for Israel.[i] 

  

The book of Romans truly answers the question for us, “What is the Gospel?” In this incredible theological treatise, 

the Apostle Paul describes and defines salvation for the believer. The book is “the fullest expression of Paul’s 

theology,” but it doesn’t contain every tenet of his theology.[ii] 

  

Biblical scholars note that Romans has a certain style to it which almost seems like every day speech, while at the 

same time, contains high level vocabulary, giving it a balanced approach. This style is known as diatribe and was 

commonly used by Roman teachers and orators (also known as preachers).[iii] The book is filled with various 

teaching methods implemented in the style including hypothetical situations, question and answer format, a 

catechism-style structure at times, and the use of analogy.[iv] 

          

In our text, we see four things must be true for salvation to take place: 

  

1.     People will call upon Jesus to save them only if they believe He can do so. 

2.     Belief in Christ cannot exist without knowledge about Him. 

3.     One hears about Christ only when someone proclaims the saving message. 

4.     The message about Christ will not be proclaimed unless someone is sent by God to do so.[v]  



Main Idea of The Text: 

  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ must be proclaimed to the whole world, and it cannot be done without people sharing the 

Good News. Christians are the messengers of Christ on this earth sharing His Good News to the world. The act of 

spreading the Gospel required people to walk from place to place, sharing the Good News.  In v. 15, the apostle Paul 

quotes the prophet Isaiah (52:7) declaring feet to be beautiful that carry the Good News of the Gospel throughout the 

whole world.[vi] 

  

In summation, no one can call upon the name of the Lord to be saved unless someone is sent by God to give them the 

message, and the listener must hear the Word of God and obey the Word of God.  If they do not do this, they cannot 

be saved.[vii] 

  

Exegetical Outline of The Text:[viii] 

  

Paul asks a series of questions which logically arrive at the following conclusions: 

  

“How then, can they call on him whom they have not believed in?”[ix] – v. 14a. 

  

I.               Salvation is not possible without asking Jesus. 

Greek word – epikaleo – “ to call on someone, to appeal to someone for help.” 

  

II.             Salvation is not possible without knowing Jesus. 

Greek word – episteuo – “To believe, be convinced of something, to have faith.” 

  

Paul is saying rhetorically that one cannot be saved until they realize they need Jesus Christ, and then respond in faith 

that He is the way to be saved. Mounce puts it this way: 

  

There is also a correlation between hearing and believing in that believing is expected in response to hearing the 

Gospel. Jesus calls for a response of belief when he says, “The time has come, the kingdom of God is near. Repent and 

believe the good news.” (Mark. 1:15). Consequently, rather than call God’s people  “Christians,” the NT often simply 

calls them “those who believe” or “believers.” Jesus says that everything is possible for those who believe, because of 

the power of God in whom He believes (Mark. 9:23; 11:23-24).[x] 

  

“And how can they believe without hearing about Him?” – v. 14b. 

  



III.           Salvation is not possible without hearing about Jesus. 

  

Greek word – akouo – to hear. 

  

“And how can they hear without a preacher?” – v. 14c. 

  

IV.           Salvation is not offered without the preaching of God’s Word. 

Greek word – Verb - kerusso, to proclaim, to herald, to preach. 

Greek word – Noun – “a preacher” kerussontes – literally, “without one proclaiming.[xi] 

  

  

“And how can they preach unless they are sent? – v. 15a. 

  

  

V.             Salvation is offered by someone sent to proclaim it. 

  

Greek word – apostello – to send out. The word apostle means “sent out one.” 

  

“As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.’ “ – v. 15b. 

  

VI.           God calls us to proclaim His salvation to the whole world. 

                         

                        Greek word – euangelizo – evangelize, proclaim the good news 

                                              

                       

Verse by verse commentary 

  

“How then, can they call on him whom they have not believed in?” – v. 14a. 

  

In our text, we see a question provided with an answer. The question is a rhetorical one, as Paul outlines for us how a 

person is saved. Looking back at v. 13, one can see the correlation and one will call once they believe (cf. 10:9-10). [xii] 

  

Readers of Paul’s day were familiar with the use of rhetorical questions to get the point across to the hearer.[xiii]  He 

refers to Joel 2:32 as he gives the news that salvation is offered to all, but they must be afforded the opportunity to 

hear the news.[xiv] 



         “And how can they believe without hearing about Him?” – v. 14b. 

          

One cannot believe the message without faith (cf. Hebrews 11:6). But the faith will not come to the person until they 

have heard the Word of God proclaimed. Paul will declare this in the verses which follow (cf. Romans 10:17). 

  

Gill explains this as follows: 

  

The meaning is, that there is no faith in Christ without hearing of him; as it is in human, so in divine faith, there may 

be believing without seeing, but not without hearing; so we believe that there were such men as Alexander and Julius 

Caesar, and other persons now in being, though we never saw them, having heard of them, or had a report made 

about them, which we have reason to give credit to; so there may be, and is faith in Christ without seeing him with our 

bodily eyes, though not without hearing of him; for an unheard of person, there can be no faith in him, because no 

exercise of thought about him.[xv] 

  

Paul is giving us logical conclusions to help us understand that salvation is only possible when one hears the Gospel, 

and they are not going to hear the Gospel unless someone tells them. But, even when they hear the message, they 

must respond in faith to the message.  Then, they can be saved.  The faith they possess comes to them from the Word 

of God which through the power of the Holy Spirit illumines the heart to help one recognize their need of a Savior (cf. 

Romans 10:17). 

  

One has to have a proper knowledge of who God is in order to call upon Him for salvation. This will not happen until 

they hear who He is. This will only happen through the proclamation of the Word of God.[xvi] 

  

“And how can they hear without a preacher?” – v. 14c. 

  

Again, without someone sharing the message of the Gospel, people will never hear it. No one will hear about Christ 

and respond in faith for salvation, without the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Preaching is a necessary 

ministry. Furthermore, Christ-centered preaching is essential for the proclamation of the Gospel. Without the 

message of Christ, no one can be saved.[xvii] And the one who gives the message must truly one be sent from God, or 

it is not the true Gospel.[xviii]  

  

         “And how can they preach unless they are sent?” – v. 15a. 

  

The Greek word, apostello is the root for the noun apostle.  There is a distinctive difference from this word and the 

other one translated “sent” in the New Testament, which is pempo.  The word apostello speaks of the mission of 



carrying the message of salvation to the world. Every believer has to be on that mission to proclaim the Gospel to the 

whole world.[xix]  

    

  “As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.’ “ – v. 15b. 

  

John MacArthur interprets Paul’s quote of Isaiah 52:7 in this way: 

  

Again, gathering Old Testament support, Paul quotes from Isaiah. It is not the physical feet of God’s preachers that 

are beautiful, but the wondrous glad tidings of good things that those feet carry to the ends of the earth. That verse in 

Isaiah was written in celebration of Israel’s deliverance from years of captivity and bondage, first in Assyria and then 

in Babylon.  But for Paul’s purpose an even greater fitness of that verse is seen in Isaiah’s subsequent declaration of a 

future day (cf. Isaiah 52:10).[xx] 

  

The Greek word, euanggelizo, means there is a job to do! We must be about the business of declaring, heralding, 

proclaiming the Gospel “good news” of Jesus Christ! The noun euangelion  is the word translated, “Gospel” or “good 

news.”[xxi] 

  

Gill details the call of the ministry of Gospel preaching as he walks us through this passage: 

  

Mission is necessary to preaching; since these words declare the Gospel ministers, as publishers of peace, and 

messengers of good tidings; and express the message itself, and the nature of it; both which suppose them to be sent 

by another, even the Lord, under whose authority, and by whose warrant they act; just as ambassadors, heralds, and 

messengers do, by virtue of a commission they receive from their prince.[xxii] 

          

  

  

Theological Application: 

  

         Teaching Aim and Objectives 

  

In Romans 10:14-15, the Apostle Paul gives guidelines for the proclamation of the Gospel by asking rhetorical 

questions and helping us to understand our mission as believers. He gives us objectives which will guide our mission 

as believers: 

  

1.     The unbeliever must believe the Word of God by faith. 



2.     The unbeliever must hear the Word of God through a preacher. 

3.     The believer must proclaim the Word of God to the unbeliever. 

4.     The believer must be sent by God to declare the Gospel to the world of unbelievers. 

  

  

Objective #1: The unbeliever must believer the Word of God by faith. 

  

Hebrews 11:6 reminds us: Now without faith it is impossible to please God, since the one who draws near to him 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. We must remember that in order for someone to 

know God, they have to acquire knowledge of Him. Without knowing who He is, and that He truly is, you cannot have 

a relationship with Him. 

  

Think About It: Our world is filled with people who claim there is no God.  How would you explain to them there is 

a God? How do you know that God exists? What He has done to reveal Himself to you? 

  

  

Objective #2: The unbeliever must hear the Word of God through a preacher. 

  

While it is true that creation points us to God when we truly seek Him, one cannot come to Christ without knowing 

what He has done on the cross for our sins.  One must hear the Word of God proclaimed to them through a preacher, 

one who heralds and proclaims the Good News of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection to them. 

  

Think About It: When was the last time you shared with someone the Good News of what Christ did for you? When 

we share what Christ has done for us, it makes it easier to share with others what Christ has done for them. Each of us 

has a story. Have you shared yours lately? 

  

  

Objective 3: The believer must proclaim the Word of God to the unbeliever. 

  

Perhaps this may seem redundant, but it simply reinforces the point that unless WE share the message, it will not be 

the right message.  It will not be the clear message of the Gospel.  There are many false religions out there, even some 

which contain truth.  We must be sure that unbelievers are getting the right message, the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

  



Think About It: Have you ever encountered a false teacher? How did you know what they were saying was false? 

 Do you know someone following false teaching? What are you doing to help that person hear the true Gospel 

message? 

  

  

Objective #4: The believer must be sent by God to declare the Gospel to the world of unbelievers. 

  

Since the early 1900s, young boys in Southern Baptist churches have heard that they are “Royal Ambassadors.”  This 

name for the SBC missions education program for boys is taken from 2 Corinthians 5:20, “Therefore, we are 

ambassadors  for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf: ‘Be reconciled to 

God.’ ” 

  

Of course, this job is not limited to men and boys. Women and young ladies must proclaim the Gospel, while the 

office of preaching is limited to men (cf. 1 Timothy 2:12). Nevertheless, all of us have a job to do! We must proclaim 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are his ambassadors! And He calls us to be His ambassadors in our neighborhood and 

to the nations (cf. Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8). 

  

Think About It: Have you considered God’s call of deployment to carry His Gospel to the ends of the earth? Have 

you thought about an international mission trip? What is God calling you to do to carry His good news of the Gospel 

to those who have never heard?  Are you praying for those who have answered God’s call to the nations? 

  

Resources / Articles / Sources: 

[i] The HCSB Study Bible. Romans: Introduction.  Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2010. 

[ii] The ESV Study Bible. Introduction to Romans. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bible Publishers, 2008. 

[iii]The ESV Study Bible. 

[iv]The ESV Study Bible. 

[v] The ESV Study Bible. 

[vi]The ESV Study Bible. 

[vii]The HCSB Study Bible. 

[viii] All Greek words defined from Willam D. Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 2007. 

[ix] All Scripture quotations taken from the Christian Standard Bible (CSB). Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 

2017. 

[x] Mounce, 62. 



[xi] Greek syntax and structure examined using The NKJV Greek-English Interlinear New Testament. Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1994. 

[xii] The ESV Study Bible. 

[xiii]The ESV Study Bible. 

[xiv]Keener, Craig, ed. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament.  “Romans.” Downers Grove, IL: 

IVP Academic, 2014. 

[xv] Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible. Available online. Accessed from www.biblehub.com. 

[xvi] Calvin, John.  Translated into English by Henry Beveridge. Commentary on Romans. Reprint. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 2005, 398. 

[xvii]Gill. 

[xviii] MacArthur, John. Commentary on Romans. Chicago: Moody Press, 1994, 83. 

[xix] Zodhaites, Spiros. Lexical Aids to the New Testament. The Hebrew Greek Study Bible. Chattanooga, TN: AMG 

Publishers, 1984, 1668-69. 

[xx]MacArthur, 84. 

[xxi]Zodhiates, 1692-3. 

[xxii] Gill.


