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Text: Jeremiah 29:4-14 

Topic: Missions  

  

Theme: God’s Sovereignty in the Midst of Uncertainty  1

Main Idea of The Text: 

In Jeremiah 29:4-14, God encourages the people of Israel to recognize that He is in control of their lives. 
Despite the setback of captivity, life is to continue as normal. They are to put down roots in Babylon for 
seventy years and to carry on as if nothing happened. The day would come when God would allow them to 
return, but for now, they are to just live there, make their homes there and build their families there. 

In the midst of their captivity, God offers them hope and encourage in perhaps the most quoted verse in the 
entire book of Jeremiah. 29:11 is perhaps the most quoted (and most misinterpreted) verse in the Bible.  Yes, 
God has a plan for us, but we must look at the complete context of this verse before we offer it as a “catch all” 
for every scenario in life.  

In context, God was offering encouragement and hope in the midst of a very bleak and dire situation. He 
would bless Israel as He promised, but they must obey Him and seek to know Him and do His will with all of 
their hearts. 

Truths in the Text: 

  

vv. 4-6: God instructs the children of Israel to make a home in Babylon. They are to build homes and 
establish families. They are to grow in number and allow life to be as normal as possible. 

v. 7: They are to help Babylon reach its fullest potential because they are living there. They are encouraged 
to pray for its prosperity.  He promises that when Babylon prospers, they as God’s people will prosper also.  

vv. 8-10:The Lord tells them not to listen to the prophets who have told them things.  The Lord did not send 
those prophets. He gives them a specific timetable of seventy years for their exile, and then promises they 
will return to the land of Israel. 

vv. 11-14: The Lord knows the plans He has for them, and He is revealing them to them now. He promises 
them they have a future. He knows they will pray and He will answer their prayer, when they seek Him with 
all of their hearts.  

    

 Sources consulted include The Bible Knowledge Commentary and The Teacher’s Bible Commentary.1



Theological Application: 

Teaching Aim and Objectives 

  

In the text, we observe the comfort of God as He encourages His people living in a strange land. We witness 
His promise of protection and encouragement in the midst of difficult circumstances. We will apply these 
Biblical truths as we accomplish the following objectives: 

1. We must trust the Lord and rest in His sovereign plan in the midst of difficult circumstances. 

2. We must pray for the community where we live and seek to help it reach its fullest potential for the 
Lord’s work. 

3. We must listen for the voice of the Lord through Bible reading and prayer, and be confident the 
sermons we hear are from the Lord, and not from man. 

4. We must rest in God’s promise that He has everything figured out, and He will take care of us.  

5. We must pray and seek the Lord’s will for our lives, and He will give us everything we need. 

  

 Walking Points 

Objective #1: We must trust in the Lord and rest in His sovereign plan in the midst of difficult circumstances. 

Think About It: Do you know someone going through a very difficult time? E.g., terminal illness, marriage 
problems, sickness as has been prevalent lately. What can you do for them? You can offer a word of encouragement, 
but is there something else you can do? What can you do tangibly for someone going through a hard time right now?  

What do you do when faced with a difficult challenge? Do you trust in your own strength or do you turn to 
the Lord? Do you shut down or do you keep on going? Are you trusting in the Lord and praying, knowing He 
has everything under control? 

Objective #2: We must pray for the community where we live and seek to help it reach its fullest potential. 

Think About It: Are you praying for the city of Chattanooga to experience all God has for it? We may be the most 
Bible literate city in the United States, but what do our churches have to show for it? We have the knowledge down, 
but we need the application. We must know the Word, and obey the Word.  

Are you praying the Lord would use you to be a light for Him in your community? Are you looking for ways 
to help your community thrive and be what God wants it to be in 2018? 

  

Objective #3: We must listen for the voice of the Lord through Bible reading and prayer, and be confident the 
sermons we hear are from the Lord, and not from man. 

Think About It: Do we listen to just anyone talk about the Bible and take what they say at “face value?” The children 
of Israel were believing what these false prophets told them. 



The reason we have denominations today is because someone misinterpreted Scripture somewhere. Do you 
know what you believe as a Baptist? Do you know what other Christians believe and how they differ in your 
beliefs? Can you defend what you believe about the Bible using Scripture?  

Are you praying, asking the Holy Spirit to illuminate you as you read God’s Word? Are you asking the Lord to 
teach you His Word as you read it? We must listen for His voice. It may not be audible, but He will reveal His 
perfect will to us as we pray and read His Word.  

Objective #4: We must rest in God’s promise that He has everything figured out, and He will take care of us.  

Think About It: God had a plan for the children of Israel and He has a plan for us.  He will reveal that plan to us in 
His timing. Do you have the tendency to make plans and fit God into them? Are you resting in His sovereign will, 
knowing He knows what is best, and He will work things out for His glory?  How has God messed up “your” plans? 
How did you respond to His plan?  

Objective #5: We must pray and seek the Lord’s will for our lives, and He will give us everything we need.  

Think About It: Are you asking the Lord to reveal His will to you? What has God revealed to you recently about His 
plan for your life? Are you seeking His will for your life? Prayer is an essential ingredient in seeking God’s will. How is 
your prayer life? Are you making time for the Lord on a daily basis, or are you allowing the busyness of the world to 
crowd in on your time with the Lord? 


