
Biblical Commentary 
Ruth 1:18-2:23 

 
 

Teaching Aim and Objectives 
 
 In our text, we will observe the faithfulness and kindness of the Lord as He cares 
for Ruth and Naomi through the actions of His servant, Boaz. We will witness the 
providence and sovereign hand of God as we watch Him work in the lives of the 
characters in the events of the chapter and apply these truths to our lives as we live out 
God’s Word by seeking to achieve the following objectives: 
 

1. God accomplishes His will in His way and in His time. 
2. God uses people to accomplish His will in the lives of others. 
3. God honors those who use their resources to care for others. 
4. Believers encourage one another in their walk with the Lord. 
5. Believers rest in the promise that God will provide their needs. 
6. Believers pursue the will of God and trust in His plan for their lives. 

 
Walking Points 
 
Objective #1: God accomplishes His will in His way and in His time. 
 
The Lord led Ruth to the field of Boaz. She did not happen to go there. This was no 
coincidence. The Lord led her there. And going there was only beginning of the amazing 
way He would accomplish His will in her life.  
 
Think About It: Talk about a time when you saw God’s hand in the midst of difficult 
circumstances. Share your story in your small group. Thank God for His guidance in the 
midst of your situation. 
 
Objective #2: God uses people to accomplish His will in the lives of others. 
 
The Lord used Boaz to care for Ruth and Naomi. He was a kind man, who lived out the 
kindness – hesed – of God before the community of Bethlehem. 
 
Think About It: Has someone demonstrated the love of Christ into your life? How can 
you be like Boaz to someone in need?  
 
Objective #3: God honors those who use their resources to care for others. 
 
Boaz was a very wealthy man who used what God had given him to care for Ruth and 
Naomi. He had more than he needed, and he used that to care for Ruth and Naomi. God 
honored him for his kindness to Ruth and Naomi. 
 
Think About It: How has God blessed you in some way that you can bless others with 
your resources? We should not be looking for a blessing from God, but we should be 
blessing others and demonstrating Christ’s love with the resources He has provided for us 



in abundance. How will you use your resources to bless others and do work for God’s 
Kingdom? 
 
 

Objective #4: Believers encourage one another in their walk with the Lord. 
 
Ruth’s humility expressed her gratitude to Boaz for his kindness, but ultimately, 
demonstrated her faith in Yahweh, the God of Israel. Her demonstration of faith was 
observed by Boaz, and he responded in encouragement to Ruth as he celebrated her faith 
in Yahweh. 
 
Think About It: Do you know a new believer who needs encouragement in their walk 
with the Lord? Do you know a seasoned believer who is going through a hard time and 
needs encouraged?  Boaz went above and beyond to make Ruth feel welcome in the 
congregation of Israel. He saw the faith she demonstrated and rejoiced! Do we rejoice 
when we see new believers growing in their walk with Jesus?  
 
Objective #5: Believers trust God to provide for their needs. 
 
Ruth went out and worked for her food. She knew she needed to glean, and she went and 
did what was expected. As she went out and worked, she trusted the Lord would guide 
her to the right place and care for her. He did, and so much more! Ruth rested in 
Yahweh’s sovereignty and trusted His plan for her life. 
 
Think About It: How have you seen God provide for you? Have you thanked Him? 
Naomi was so bitter and angry, almost to the point of thinking God did not love her. 
Have you ever been there? How did God’s faithfulness reveal itself to you?  
 
Objective #6: Believers pursue the will of God and trust in His plan for their lives. 
 
As Naomi was reminded of God’s faithful love for her, she saw the ways God might be 
working out His plan for her life.  While it took the kindness of Boaz for her to see God’s 
faithfulness, we are blessed to know her story and watch God work in her life. We must 
be more like Ruth, and less like Naomi. We must trust in God and watch Him to do His 
will in our lives. His way is perfect. His plan is best. Our lives will be easier when we 
know He’s in control and we don’t need to worry about tomorrow. 
 
Think About It: Are you worried about a situation because of the unsure outcome? Are 
you bringing this burden to the Lord or carrying it around like a weight on your 
shoulders? Do you need to “let go and let God?”  Ruth demonstrated a faith we should all 
possess.  If you know God is in control, are you resting in that promise? He will never 
leave us or forsake us. Are you living each day, knowing, “He’s got this” and He will 
take care of you? If not, ask the Lord to help you rest in His faithful love, the hesed 
(kindness) that He showed Ruth and Naomi through Boaz. 
 
	


