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Sermon Study Notes 
	

 
Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
 
Context of the book / letter / Gospel:  Our text combats a particular issue the church at Corinth 
was facing. They were attempting to fit the Gospel of Christ into the world’s mold.i  Corinth was 
proud of their earthly wisdom.  These ancient Greeks are referred to as sophists. These “wise 
men” competed with each other for a following, and expected their pupils to adhere to their 
teaching in a cult-like fashion.ii  
 
Main Idea of The Text:  This narcissist attitude didn’t follow the pattern of Jesus Christ, who 
practiced servanthood.  The church was not to strive to be superior in knowledge and wisdom 
like the world, but was to serve the world with God’s perfect wisdom, which confounded the 
worldly wise that were not in tune with the Spirit of God. In this culture contrary to God’s Word, 
we find the Apostle Paul seeking to navigate the Corinthian church through the storm of 
compromise that had rocked their fellowship. The point of the text seeks to address one of many 
problems facing the Corinthian church, and points us to the power and spiritual wisdom of the 
Gospel, though considered foolish by the world.  The Gospel can be mocked, ridiculed, and lied 
about, but it will still be victorious over man’s wisdom and man’s ideas of God that leave Jesus 
Christ out of the equation. 
 
 
Exegetical Outline of The Textiii 
 
The Foolishness of God – Part I 
 

I. The Superiority of God’s Wisdom (v. 18.) 
 

II. The Permanence of God’s Wisdom (vv. 19-20)  
 

III. The Power of God’s Wisdom (vv. 21-25). 
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Verse by verse commentary:  
 

In order to completely understand verse eighteen and following, we have to look at the 
immediate context of verse seventeen:  

 
For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and 

eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. – v. 17. 
 

 The word translated “eloquence” here is sophia logou, which means, “wisdom of words” 
or “wisdom of doctrine.”  Paul had come to preach the Word of God, not the words of man. 
From this point in 1 Corinthians all the way to the end of chapter three, he is expounding on the 
superiority of God’s word over man’s word. He uses the word here, sophia, thirteen times, to 
describe God’s wisdom. God’s Word does not need the wisdom of man to back it up. It stands 
alone. When we mix human wisdom with God’s wisdom, it will normally contradict or distort 
the Word.  “Scripture alone” is the guide by which we navigate the wisdom of the world, and 
where we find the wisdom of God.iv 

 
In the next phrase of the verse, we find out why Paul did not strive to be eloquent in his 

speech. He did not want the glory to go to himself in his oratory, but he wanted all of the glory to 
go to God. The Corinthians craved oratory. They loved to hear fancy speeches. Paul didn’t want 
them to be so lost in the presentation of the message that they missed the purpose and 
proclamation of the message. He wanted the cross of Christ to be central in all he said, and if the 
audience was too busy complimenting the delivery, they might miss the content.v Calvin 
comments as follows: 

 
The ears of the Corinthians were tickled with a silly fondness for high sounding style. 
Hence, they needed more than others to be brought back to the abasement of the cross, 
that they might learn to embrace Christ as he is, unadorned, and the gospel in its 
simplicity, without any false ornament.vi 

 
 We have heard many a preacher ask the Lord, including Dr. Billy Graham who just 
gained his heavenly reward, that He “hide me behind the cross!”  When we want nothing more 
than “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” to be the center of our message, then the Lord will use us 
completely to share His Word with others and point them to the death of His Son as the only way 
to God. Paul would tell the Galatians the same thing he is trying to tell the Corinthians: 
 

But as for me, I will never boast about anything except for the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The world has been crucified to me through the cross, and I to the world (Gal. 
6:14). 

 
 While great eloquence is not a criterion for Biblical preaching, we must remember that 
the message of the cross has to be clearly presented.  We have to “rightly divide the word of 
truth” in order to clearly present the message of the cross to a lost world. God wants the Gospel 
to be presented in simplicity so that the simplest people can understand it.  He desires it to be so 
simple that young children can grasp what Jesus has done for them and accept Him as Lord and 
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Savior. These individuals are not capable of grasping earthly wisdom, but God makes it possible, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, for them to grasp heavenly wisdom. 
 

This does not mean that God will not use oratory to convey His message to an 
intellectual. Paul’s conversations with the learned on Mars Hill in Athens clearly demonstrate 
that the Lord uses learned men to point other learned men to Christ (cf. Acts 17:16-34). 
However, the Gospel must be understood by people from all walks of life.  Biblical preaching 
cannot be filled with flowery expressions of speech that lose the common-day hearer. Biblical 
preaching will reach the heart of the common person when preached in clear simplicity and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. When we allow man’s wisdom to overshadow the simplicity of 
the Gospel, we will lose the common person of the day.vii 
 
 An example of this is the missionary who goes to a country with no written language. 
They have entered an “orality” culture where handing someone a Bible is not going to work. 
They cannot read. They must tell the stories of the Bible and perhaps draw them in pictures. The 
Holy Spirit breaks through those cultural barriers. The missionary may have had to spend hours 
learning words in a culture in order to explain the story, but the power of the Gospel is not 
overshadowed by man’s wisdom.  The Gospel is clearly proclaimed in God’s wisdom, simple 
and clear. And the speech does not do the work; the Spirit of God does all of the work. People 
come to a saving faith of Jesus Christ through the power of the Spirit at work through the 
messenger. People cannot come to a saving faith of Christ without the preaching of the Gospel 
(cf. Rom. 10:17). 
 
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is the power of God 
to us who are being saved.— v. 18. 
 
 Verse eighteen continues the thought of verse seventeen, and asks us to consider the 
reality that those who are without Christ view to the Gospel of Christ as complete foolishness. 
From a human standpoint, the fact that God would become man and subject Himself to death for 
the redemption of mankind is completely ludicrous.  God has totally surrendered Himself to 
man’s judgment and power, in order to rescue mankind. God did the complete work of the cross, 
and left nothing for man to accomplish for his own salvation.  Throughout history, those who 
claim to follow Christ have added to the Gospel, and tried to do additional works to satisfy God’s 
punishment for sin.  Many have failed to recognize that Christ did all of the work for them. There 
is nothing they can do to save themselves.viii  
 
 The word for “foolishness” comes from the Greek word, moronia, from which we get the 
English word, moron.  Paul is telling the Corinthians that the Gospel is complete foolishness to 
the unbeliever.  Later on in the letter, the Apostle Paul would say in 1 Corinthians 2:14: 
 

But the person without the Spirit[ does not receive what comes from God’s Spirit, 
because it is foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated 

spiritually. 
 
 The message of the cross cannot be grasped apart from the illuminating power of the 
Holy Spirit.  God promises that while the unbeliever may not understand the Gospel, if God 
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chooses to draw them to salvation, they will be saved. But the work of salvation is not done apart 
from God’s Spirit at work.  The Word of God is preached, and the Spirit of God draws one to 
accept Christ’s gift of salvation.  Jesus said in John 6:44: “No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up on the last day.” No one comes to 
Christ apart from the work of the Holy Spirit.  The unregenerate heart has no bent toward God.  
The Bible tells us clearly that we are dead in our trespasses and our sins (cf. Eph. 2:1-3).  Then, it 
says these two wonderful words, “But God!”  The Lord stirs the dead heart awake to respond to 
the Gospel.   
 
 Concerning this passage, Matthew Henry provides the following insight: 
 

The preaching of salvation for lost sinners by the sufferings and death of the Son of God, if 
explained and faithfully applied, appears foolishness to those in the way to destruction. The 
sensual, the covetous, the proud, and ambitious, alike see that the gospel opposes their 
favourite pursuits. But those who receive the gospel, and are enlightened by the Spirit of 
God, see more of God's wisdom and power in the doctrine of Christ crucified, than in all his 
other works. God left a great part of the world to follow the dictates of man's boasted reason, 
and the event has shown that human wisdom is folly, and is unable to find or retain the 
knowledge of God as the Creator. It pleased him, by the foolishness of preaching, to save 
them that believe. By the foolishness of preaching; not by what could justly be called foolish 
preaching. But the thing preached was foolishness to wordly-wise men. The gospel ever was, 
and ever will be, foolishness to all in the road to destruction. The message of Christ, plainly 
delivered, ever has been a sure touchstone by which men may learn what road they are 
travelling. But the despised doctrine of salvation by faith in a crucified Saviour, God in 
human nature, purchasing the church with his own blood, to save multitudes, even all that 
believe, from ignorance, delusion, and vice, has been blessed in every age. And the weakest 
instruments God uses, are stronger in their effects, than the strongest men can use. Not that 
there is foolishness or weakness in God, but what men consider as such, overcomes all their 
admired wisdom and strength.ix 
 

 One must consider the words of the Apostle Paul—“the power of God to us who are being 
saved.” Those who have accepted the Gospel have the power of the Gospel to accomplish the work 
God has called us to do for Him. Salvation is instantaneous, but it is also a process.  When we accept 
Christ as our Savior, we experience regeneration.  The Christian life is then our sanctification.  At 
death or the Second Coming, believers experience the culmination of their salvation—glorification. 
All of these are part of what the Bible refers to as “salvation.” Heaven is gained the moment we 
accept Christ as Savior, but the process of growing in grace is part of our salvation.  We will not 
achieve perfection until heaven.  At that moment, we will be completely sanctified, when we are 
glorified with a new body, free from sin (cf. Rom. 8:23; 13:11). This is what Paul means when he 
says “who are being saved.”  
 
 In this verse, he is simply assuring the Corinthian church they do not need human wisdom to 
understand God’s glorious Gospel. He will reveal it to all who believe in Him through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. As they grow in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ, they will recognize and 
experience the power of the Gospel.  
 
 
 



	
	 5	

For it is written,  

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and I will set aside the intelligence of the intelligent. – v. 19. 

 The Apostle Paul quotes Isa. 29:14 to announce the eventual judgment of man’s wisdom.  
God’s wisdom alone will be supreme in the last day. Jesus Christ will reign as King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, and His wisdom alone will be the law of the land.x  
 
 The context of the prophetic word in the Old Testament points us to the reign of 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, when he thought he had the upper hand against Hezekiah and the 
nation of Judah (cf. 2 Kings 17).  The people of Judah did what God asked and let Him fight for 
her, and of course, He was victorious!xi 
  
 So often, as human beings, we fail to rest in God’s promises. He will fight our battles for 
us.  We cannot do the Christian life in our own strength.  We must rest in His strength, and know 
His wisdom will guide our lives.  But, worst, is when the unbeliever hears the Gospel, and 
refuses to accept it, because it does not fit their mindset.  It doesn’t allow them to live the way 
they want to live.  The presence of a Creator God means that I am accountable to Him for what I 
do with my life, and this is why so many reject the Gospel.  They want to live their life of sin and 
pleasure. They want to trust in their worldly wisdom, even when it doesn’t make sense.  They 
would rather do this, than be held accountable to the implications of the Gospel and the Lordship 
of Christ. The Apostle Paul declares them fools, even though in man’s eyes, they are wise (cf. 
Rom. 1:18-23).xii  
 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the teacher of the law?  Where is the debater of this 
age? Hasn’t God made the world’s wisdom foolish? – v. 20.  

 Again, Paul points back to the Old Testament, making reference to those who were 
considered wise—those who practiced witchcraft. These always promised to give good advice, 
but never came through. Consider the example of how Pharaoh’s magicians were befuddled by 
the works of Yahweh through Moses, and then the way the magicians were befuddled by the 
hand of God as it wrote on the wall and judged Belshazzar’s actions before Daniel interpreted the 
handwriting on the wall.  These types of actions are those which Paul is speaking out against in 
this verse. Again, he is reminding his readers that God’s wisdom is superior to man’s wisdom. 
 
 Paul’s sarcasm points to the futility of Jewish and Greek education against the superior 
wisdom of God.  His question in the CSB, “Where is the teacher of the law?” refers to the 
Hebrew scribes that explained the law. He is asking in a very indignant, but justified way, “How 
do these stand up against the truth of God’s Word?”  Even the scribe who humanly tries to 
explain Jewish law is no match for the truth of the Gospel itself.xiii 
 
 The “debater of this age” refers to the Greek philosophers and their empty words. Paul 
asks this almost dripping with sarcasm, and seemingly rhetorical.  The philosophers will not 
solve problems.  They will only bring conflict.  Why? They don’t have the correct solution. You 
cannot solve problems apart from God’s solution—the Gospel of Jesus Christ.xiv   
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The people were listening to the world around them, and trying to understand God with 

the wisdom of man, rather than fully placing complete trust in Christ’s finished work on the 
cross.  In this verse, Paul assures the Corinthians that God will destroy all worldly wisdom one 
day.  No one should put any trust in man’s wisdom.  We must trust only in God and His Word 
for the wisdom necessary to live our lives. The message of the cross is beyond the 
comprehension of the wise. So much so, they consider it foolish because it makes no sense to 
them.xv  Until man recognizes his problem is sin, he will strive in vain to solve the world’s 
problems.  All of the world’s problems are summed up in one word—sin.  And Christ came into 
the world to die on the cross for our sins.  He solved all of the world’s problems with His death 
on the cross.xvi 
 
 
For since, in God’s wisdom, the world did not know God through wisdom, God was pleased to 
save those who believe through the foolishness of what is preached. – v. 21. 
 
 Throughout history, man has tried in many ways on his own to come to God, but God has 
provided a way to Him—Jesus Christ. Once man realizes that he cannot reach God in his own 
strength and power, but must, through the foolishness of preaching, accept the work of Christ by 
faith, then man can have a personal relationship with God the Creator (cf. Rom. 10:17).  God 
uses the “foolishness of preaching” to bring His message of salvation.  They will not understand 
the Word of God apart from it.  The learned person who refuses to humble himself and admit he 
has a need apart from his intellect and his financial security through what he has gained for 
himself through higher education will never trust Christ.  All must admit they are a sinner and 
have a need.  The wealthy person who has everything will consider the Gospel foolish, but in it, 
they have the richest treasure they desperately need to survive—Jesus Christ.xvii 
 

Man has to recognize that the world’s problem is sin, and that he is himself a sinner in 
need of a Savior. Even if man has figured out the problem, he has to recognize that he can do 
nothing to solve it.  Only God can solve man’s problems.  And He did—in the person of Jesus 
Christ. This seems so foolish from a human standpoint, but it is God’s perfect, infinite wisdom, 
planned before the foundation of the world. John MacArthur explains this point as follows: 

 
Paul is not talking about foolish preaching, of which there has always been more than 
enough. He is talking about the preaching of that which is foolish in the world’s eyes—
the simple, unadorned, uncomplicated truth of the cross of Jesus Christ that allows no 
place for man’s wisdom or man’s work or man’s glory. The wisdom and work and glory 
are all God’s. But the blessing they give can be man’s. 
 
It is not through philosophy, intellectual understanding, or human wisdom that salvation 
comes, but through believing.  God saves only those who believe. Men cannot “figure 
out” salvation; they can only accept it in faith.xviii 
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Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles – vv. 22-23. 
 
 The Jews desired to have miraculous signs.  Ironically, Jesus performed miracles in front 
of them over and over again, and they refused to see Him for who He was.  They had already 
decided in their own minds that the Messiah was to be a Deliverer from the Romans, not a 
Deliverer from sin. They didn’t want to believe that Yahweh would die for them. They wanted 
him to deliver them from their temporal, physical problem, rather than their spiritual one.xix 
 
 The idea of Christ dying on the cross was a “stumbling block” to the Jews.  They couldn’t 
get past the concept, and their ideas of what the Messiah should be blinded them to who He was 
for them. When He marched into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, they embraced a physical Messiah 
who would free them from Roman rule, not a spiritual one who would save them from their sin.  
They witnessed the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 before their very eyes, but they missed it with 
their hearts. Barnes notes as follows; 
 

To the Jews a stumbling-block - The word "stumbling-block" (σκάνδαλον skandalon) 
means properly anything in the way over which one may fall; then anything that gives 
offence, or that causes one to fall into sin. Here it means that to the Jews, the doctrine that 
the Messiah was to be crucified gave great offence; excited, irritated, and exasperated them; 
that they could not endure the doctrine, and treated it with scorn. It is well known that to the 
Jews no doctrine was more offensive than this, that the Messiah was to be put to death, and 
that there was to be salvation in no other way. It was so in the times of the apostles, and it 
has been so since. They have, therefore, usually called the Lord Jesus, by way of derision, 
 Tolwiy, the man that was hanged," that is, on a cross; and Christians they have usually תלוי"
denominated, for the same reason, תלוי צבדי 'Abday Tolwiy, servants of the man that was 
hanged." The reasons of this feeling are obvious: 

(1) They had looked for a magnificent temporal prince; but the doctrine that their Messiah 
was crucified, dashed all their expectations. And they regarded it with contempt and scorn, 
just in proportion as their hopes had been elevated, and these high expectations cherished. 

(2) they had the common feelings of all people, the native feelings of pride, and self-
righteousness, by which they rejected the doctrine that we are dependent for salvation on one 
who was crucified. 

(3) they regarded Jesus as one given over by God for an enormous attempt at imposition, as 
having been justly put to death; and the object of the curse of the Almighty. Isaiah 53:4, "we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God." They endeavored to convince themselves that he 
was the object of the divine dereliction and abhorrence; and they, therefore, rejected the 
doctrine of the cross with the deepest feelings of detestation.xx 

 Meanwhile, the Greeks wanted something that challenged or matched up with their 
intellect. They wanted to be able to come up with a scientific proof that provided them with 
physical evidence of salvation.  They didn’t want to come at something with simple faith. They 
wanted to be able to see it to believe it. Furthermore, they weren’t even interested in knowing 
truth. They just enjoyed exploring new ideas and problems.  Like the Jews, they had their own 
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ideas of what a “god” would do for them. Their mythology taught them that the gods were not 
personal, and interested in having a relationship with them. They couldn’t understand why a god 
would become a man and die for humanity. It was pure folly to them.xxi  Barnes notes as follows: 

To the Greeks - To the Gentiles in general. So the Syriac, the Vulgate, the Arabic, and the 
Aethiopic versions all read it. The term "Greek" denotes all who were not Jews; thus the 
phrase, "the Jews and the Greeks" comprehended the whole human family, 1 Corinthians 
1:22. 

Foolishness -. They regarded it as folly: 

(1) Because they esteemed the whole account a fable, and an imposition; 

(2) It did not accord with their own views of the way of elevating the condition of man; 

(3) They saw no efficacy in the doctrine, no tendency in the statement that a man of humble 
birth was put to death in an ignominious manner in Judea, to make people better, or to 
receive pardon. 

(4) they had the common feelings of unrenewed human nature; blind to the beauty of the 
character of Christ, and blind to the design of his death; and they therefore regarded the 
whole statement as folly. 

We may remark here, that the feelings of the Jews and of the Greeks on this subject, are the 
common feelings of people. Everywhere sinners have the same views of the cross; and 
everywhere the human heart, if left to itself, rejects it, as either a stumbling-block or as folly. 
But the doctrine should be preached, though it is an offence, and though it appears to be 
folly. It is the only hope of man; and by the preaching of the cross alone can sinners be 
saved.xxii 

Paul makes it clear the only way to know Christ is through the foolishness of preaching. 
Only until someone comes to Christ in faith, without any attempt at humanly understanding the 
ramifications of salvation, will they be saved.  The Bible speaks of child-like faith.  Children are 
trusting of the adults in their life. Christ asks that all come to Him “like a little child.”  Only then 
can they enter the kingdom of heaven (cf. Mk. 10:15).   

 
 
But to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than human strength. – vv. 24-25. 
 
 The Gospel is to be proclaimed to the whole world! In the context of the Corinthian 
church, Paul makes it clear that the Lord will call some Jews and some Greeks.  Throughout the 
New Testament, the distinction between Jew and Gentile is specified through these two main 
people groups.  Scripture makes it clear that the Gospel is for the whole world and the whole 
world will be at the throne of God worshipping in heaven (cf. Rev. 7:9-10). 
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 But those worshipping in heaven are only those who will believe, and the only the way 
they will believe is through trusting in Christ. MacArthur says it well with this comment: 
 

For those who believe in His Son, the crucified Christ is both the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. He who is a stumblingblock to the unbelieving Jew is Savior of the 
believing, and the One who is foolish to the unbelieving Gentile is Redeemer to the 
believing. 
 
He goes on to explain Paul’s use of oxymoronic language.  If God had any foolishness, it 

would be wiser than man’s wisdom. If He had any weakness, it would be stronger than man’s 
weakness.  His power is the strongest power. It is the power to save men from their sin, and 
assure them a place in heaven, possessing a perfect relationship with God for all eternity.xxiii 

 
Barnes unpacks the verse for us as follows: 
 
Because the foolishness of God - That which God appoints, requires, commands, does, etc., 
which appears to people to be foolish. The passage is not to be understood as affirming that 
it is really foolish or unwise; but that it appears so to people. 

 
Is wiser than men - Is better adapted to accomplish important ends, and more certainly 
effectual than the schemes of human wisdom. This is especially true of the plan of salvation - 
a plan apparently foolish to the mass of people - yet indubitably accomplishing more for the 
renewing of people, and for their purity and happiness, than all the schemes of human 
contrivance. They have accomplished nothing toward people's salvation; this accomplishes 
everything. They have always failed; this never fails. 

Is stronger than men - Is able to accomplish more than the utmost might of man. The feeblest 
agency that God puts forth - so feeble as to be esteemed weakness - is able to effect more 
than the utmost might of man. The apostle here refers particularly to the work of redemption; 
but it is true everywhere. We may remark: 

(1) That God often effects his mightiest plans by that which seems to men to be weak and 
even foolish. The most mighty revolutions arise often from the slightest causes; his most vast 
operations are often connected with very feeble means. The revolution of empires; the mighty 
effects of the pestilence; the advancement in the sciences, and arts, and the operations of 
nature, are often brought about by means apparently as little suited to accomplish the work 
as those which are employed in the plan of redemption. 

(2) God is great. If his feeblest powers put forth, surpass the mightiest powers of man, how 
great must be his might. If the powers of man who rears works of art; who levels mountains 
and elevates vales; if the power which reared the pyramids, be as nothing when compared 
with the feeblest putting forth of divine power, how mighty must be his arm! How vast that 
strength which made, and which upholds the rolling worlds! How safe are his people in his 
hand! And how easy for him to crush all his foes in death! 
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Theological Application 
 
 Teaching Aim and Objectives 
 
 In our text, we examine the Gospel of Christ as it caused the Jews to stumble and miss 
their Messiah and how the Greeks tried to mentally explain redemption, but could not accept 
God’s desire to have a personal relationship with His creation. Nevertheless, God will save 
those who accept the Gospel by faith like children.  Let’s live out these principles in our walk 
with the Lord based on the truth of our text: 
 

1. Man’s wisdom is inferior to God’s wisdom 
2. God uses preaching to confuse the worldly wise. 
3. The Gospel message is for the whole world and is the only way to salvation. 
4. God will give us the wisdom and strength to share His Word with others. 

 
Walking Points: 
 

1. Man’s wisdom is inferior to God’s wisdom. 
 
As human beings, we strive to “figure out” problems. The unbeliever attempts to put God in 
a box, or tries to take God out of the picture, and say He doesn’t exist.  If God doesn’t exist, 
then I have no accountability for my actions.  I can live the way I want to live, and no one 
can stop me. We know that laws have been put in place for a reason.  Man is sinful.  We 
don’t have to turn on the news or read our news feed long to figure that out. But, the solution 
is often too simple for man to accept.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the answer to man’s 
problems.  But he’s looking for a different solution.  He wants a solution that doesn’t hold 
him accountable for his actions. This is true foolishness.  
 
Read Ps. 14:1. 
 
Man is constantly trying to find answers to life’s problems without having God as the 
solution. Are we as Christians guilty of the same problem? 
 
Think About It: Sadly, as believers, we often live our lives as if God wasn’t in the picture. 
We may know Christ as our Lord and Savior, but we don’t allow Him to have control over 
our lives. We allow the wisdom of the world to lead us into sinful pursuits and don’t allow 
His heavenly wisdom to guide our lives daily by reading His Word and spending time with 
Him. When we don’t die to our flesh and allow God to work in and through us, our Christian 
life becomes stagnant and miserable because the Holy Spirit isn’t able to use us to our fullest 
potential. How are you doing in your walk with the Lord? Are you allowing the Spirit and 
His wisdom to guide your life?  Are you letting God have full control or is the world pulling 
you down? What do you need to change to deepen your relationship with the Lord and fully 
discover the joy of your salvation? 
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2. Preaching will cause unbelievers to stumble or be confused about the truth of the 
Gospel. 

 
Man tries to explain everything through scientific evidence.  He is not willing to accept 
something by faith.  Well, he says that, but he believes the chair will hold him up based on 
evidence. But the chair may be flawed, and he not know it.  He still has to sit in the chair 
with a little bit of faith. 
 
The Jews stumbled over the truth of the Gospel.  They had been convinced in their own mind 
that the Messiah was a Deliverer from Roman rule.   
 
The ancient Greeks had great earthly wisdom.  They had figured things out, but they couldn’t 
figure out God. But, He can’t be figured out.  He has to be accepted by faith.   
 

Read Heb. 11:6. 
 
We must accept the Gospel by faith.  But the Bible takes it a step further. The faith doesn’t 
come except through the preaching of the Word of God. 
 

Read Rom. 10:17. 
 
The Gospel cannot be communicated apart from the preaching of God’s Word.  Our text 
clearly tells us that to the learned man, the Gospel is just too simple.  It makes it too easy. 
But again, knowing who God is and that He exists isn’t even enough.  Demons and Satan 
know He exists (cf. James 2:19). The Greeks could not accept the fact that a “god” desired to 
have a personal relationship with them.  They could not fathom that He would become 
human – like them – and die for them.  
 
Think About It: Have you ever met an unbelieving Jew and tried to share Christ with them? 
They are some of the most difficult people to “get” the Gospel.  The Bible says they have 
been blinded because of their unbelief (cf. Rom. 9:31-33). They are not willing to accept 
Yeshua as their Messiah by faith. On Palm Sunday, they missed the point, and they have 
been missing it ever since. 
 
At Brainerd, we support the work of Christian Ministry to Israel, a ministry seeking to reach 
Jews with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and help them understand that He is their Messiah. 
Pray for Jewish people around the world that they will come to know Christ, and pray for 
those here in the United States that they would also come to know Him as their Savior.  
 
Do you personally know any “Greeks?” I am not talking about people of Greek ancestry, but 
rather those with the mindset of the ancient Greeks.  God isn’t concerned with my problems. 
He doesn’t love me enough to come to earth and die for me. How do you respond to that type 
of thinking?  
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Have you ever considered “sharing the Gospel” as preaching? The point of preaching is the 
proclamation of God’s Word.  It is not about standing in front of a pulpit. It is about being 
able to share with others from God’s Word, and giving them an opportunity to accept the 
truth of the Gospel through faith in Jesus Christ and what He did on the cross.  
Have you ever shared the Gospel with someone and felt like you were missing something? 
Did you share from God’s Word? Then you did what you needed to do, and the Holy Spirit 
will plant the seed and do the rest.  
 
3. The Gospel message is for the whole world and is the only way to salvation. 

 
Read Matt. 28:19-20; John 14:6. 

 
In this passage, Paul makes an announcement that the Gospel is for the whole world! 

“Greeks” is used as a general term to refer to the Gentiles, people who were not Jews. He knew 
there were obstacles, but he was determined to proclaim the Gospel through preaching and share 
with the whole world what Christ did for him, and would do completely for them, if they came to 
Him by faith.  

 
Think About It: Have you thought about going on an overseas mission trip to share the 
Gospel? What is stopping you? Do you know of places where internationals live where you 
might be able to befriend those of other religions that you might build a relationship with 
them and share Christ with them? Did you know we have an international ministry here at 
BBC that meets on Sunday nights?  People come to learn English and we build friendships 
with them, in order that we might point them to Christ. Have you thought about becoming 
involved in this ministry?  Pray about what God would have you do to communicate His 
Gospel to the world. 
 
4. God gives us the wisdom and strength to share His Word with others. 
 

Read 1 Peter 3:15. 
 
The most freeing thing about sharing our faith is that if we simply share our story of what 
God has done in our lives, the Holy Spirit will do the rest.  God just wants us to share what 
He has done for us, and He will guide a person to faith in Him.  
 
Think About It: Have you ever written out “your story” and prepared to share it? Have you 
been able to shorten it to maybe two minutes so that you can quickly share with someone 
what Christ has done for you? It is important that we know “why we believe what we 
believe.” This is known as apologetics . But God doesn’t make it hard for us.  We have 
trusted Him by faith. We have the Good News, and He will help us share it. When we don’t 
know something, we need to be honest and admit that, and then we need to find the answers 
so that we can give the hope of Christ to others. 
 

God uses ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary tasks! Think about the life of 
evangelist Dr. Billy Graham. He placed this man on the earth for a hundred years, and 
through his simple message of love and redemption, thousands of people came to Christ.  He 
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was a dairy farmer from North Carolina.  God used him in such a great way! God will use 
anyone who is fully committed to carry the simple message of the cross to a lost and dying 
world. To many people, Dr. Graham seemed foolish, but God used him mightily for the 
Kingdom.  

 
God has gifted man to do great things, but He is greater. After all, He is the Creator. He has 
the wisest wisdom. He is omniscient, possessing all knowledge.  Man will try to attain all 
knowledge, but he will never be as wise as God. He is wiser and He is stronger. We can rest 
in His wisdom and strength when we don’t know what to say or we don’t have the ability to 
do what needs done for Him. He will give us what we need to share His Word with others. 
How will you share His Word with others today? 
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Resources / Articles / Sources:  
  

																																																								
i The Teacher’s Bible Commentary. 
 
ii Exploring the New Testament: A Guide to the Letters and Revelation. 
 
iiiOutline taken from John MacArthur’s Commentary on 1 Corinthians. 
   
iv John MacArthur. 
 
v John Calvin. 
 
vi John Calvin. 
 
vii John Calvin. 
 
viii John MacArthur. 
 
ix Matthew Henry. 
 
x John MacArthur. 
 
xi John MacArthur.  
 
xii John MacArthur. 
 
xiii Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible. 
 
xiv John MacArthur. 
 
xv Barnes’ Notes on the Whole Bible. 
 
xvi John MacArthur. 
 
xvii Matthew Poole. 
 
xviii John MacArthur. 
 
xix John MacArthur. 
 
xx Barnes’ Notes on the Whole Bible. 
 
xxi John MacArthur. 
 
xxii Barnes’ Notes on the Whole Bible. 
 
xxiii John MacArthur. 


