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Teaching Aim and Objectives 
 
 In Esther 1, we observe the “unseen hand” of God as while his name is silent from the 
pages of Scripture, His actions and providence is loud and clear. The events of Esther 1 set the 
stage for a Biblical event of redemption and faithful love from the Lord.  The recklessness of 
King Ahasuerus becomes a tool in the hands of a sovereign God to begin the process of rescuing 
His people from destruction.  Let’s consider the following objectives as we seek to apply the text 
to our lives: 
 

1. God is active in our lives, even when He seems inactive. 
2. God uses all people and circumstances to accomplish His divine purposes. 
3. The actions of King Xerxes demonstrate the dangers of anger, pride and alcohol. 
4. The actions of the men demonstrate how men should not view women. 

 
Walking Points 
 

1. God is active in our lives, even when He seems inactive. 
 
Though God’s name is never mentioned in the Book of Esther, His works and His providence 
is seen clearly through each event which leads up to the preservation of the Jewish people. 
The actions of King Ahasuerus, though reckless and irresponsible, are the providential plan 
of God to bring Esther to the throne to save her people. 
 
Think About It: Talk in your groups about a time when you thought God wasn’t present and 
active in your life, and then you saw Him show up, and do the impossible? How have you 
seen God do the impossible when the circumstances seemed hopeless? 
 
Read Romans 8:28-29. 
 
How have you seen God work all things for good in your life?  

 
2. God uses all people and circumstances to accomplish His divine purposes. 

 
Throughout history, God has used the unbeliever to accomplish His plan for the world. As 
God was using Xerxes, He used His grandfather Cyrus to return the children of Israel to their 
homeland and rebuild the Temple. 
 
Read Proverbs 21:1. 
 



The Lord is in charge of all governments, and ultimately will use them to accomplish His 
will. He is sovereign over all of the affairs of men, and will use whatever means necessary to 
accomplish His will for His people and the world. 
 
Think About It: Talk in your groups about how you have seen God use unbelievers 
throughout history to accomplish His will, even the judgments of nations. When you think 
about this, how does it make you feel about the way things are in our world today? How 
should this encourage you in your walk with Christ? 
 
3. The actions of King Ahasuerus demonstrate the dangers of anger, pride and alcohol. 

 
The king had an anger problem, a pride problem, and a drinking problem. He sounds like the 
typical leader in the world today.  He had a real issue with his ego, and Queen Vashti pushed 
him a bit too far when she refused to come to court.  
 
Read Proverbs 16:18. 
 
The Bible doesn’t tell us why, but she probably knew he was drunk and out of his mind, and 
didn’t want to be displayed like some trophy of sexual conquest.  
 
Read Eph. 5:18; Proverbs 20:1; 21:17; 23:20-21, 29-35. 
 
Alcohol makes people do strange things, and our text demonstrates the impaired judgment 
and the disastrous consequences of alcoholism. It destroyed this marriage, just like it has 
destroyed countless others throughout the years.  
 
The Bible may not give a command of abstinence, but it certainly suggests it over and over 
again. In addition to an alcohol problem, he had a pride problem. He would not take “no” for 
an answer. He had to be obeyed “or else.”  Well, Vashti didn’t care. She wasn’t going to be 
pushed around like that.  Bible scholars believe she might have been pregnant, and didn’t 
want to come be around those drunks in her condition.  
 
Read Matt. 25:21-26; Rom. 12:9. 
 
With her response, he flies of the handle in a terrible rage! Who does she think she is?  It is 
interesting that he didn’t demand her death or banish her instantly, but that comes later at the 
advice of these men who were obviously not sure of themselves, and afraid their wives were 
going to take advantage of the situation and defy their authority.  
 
It is important to remember that anger has a place in our life when it is justified when we are 
angry at sin, but it cannot control us, or it will consume us, and ruin our testimony before a 
watching world. 
 
Think About It: Do you struggle with pride or anger, or even an inappropriate drinking 
habit?  Most Christians know the danger of alcohol, and tend to avoid it.  Do you have 
Christian friends that drink? How do you “agree to disagree” with them, if you do? How do 



you handle that “elephant in the room?”  Dr. Wiersbe makes an interesting point that Jesus 
told His disciples that He would not drink again until He was in heaven (Luke 22:18). Is that 
because the wine that He gives us in heaven will be free of alcohol? Perhaps not. But there 
will be no sin, so everyone will be able to handle it, at that point.  

 
4. The actions of the men demonstrate how men should not view women. 

 
These guys were pretty insecure to think that their wives were going to disobey them and 
not be submissive to their authority. Men have treated women like sexual objects and 
property. They are the perfect example of how husbands should NOT treat their wives.  
 
Read Eph. 5:18-33. 
 
Think About It: Men, how do you really treat your wives? Do you let them know that 
you love and appreciate them? Do you value their input? Do they know that they are 
more important to you than any other treasure in the world?  
 
Guys, how do you look at girls? Do you look at them with lust, or do you respect them as 
“image bearers” of Christ, beautiful creations that He has made to glorify Him, not please 
you? The men of the world have been very cruel to women throughout history.  As 
Christians, we must demonstrate that women are made in the image of God, and have a 
purpose to fulfill for Him and Him alone.  The purpose might be to have children, but it 
might be something very special. Let’s thank Him for the mothers, daughters, wives and 
sisters that He has given us for our nurture, encouragement and love, but ultimately, for 
His glory!  
 
Ladies, be what He wants you to be, not what society thinks you should be.  Live for Him 
and allow Him to use you! Are you letting the Lord work through you, or are you letting 
some guy push you around and make you feel like you have to do what He wants all the 
time?  Yes, wives are to be submissive, but it is a two-way street.  The Bible speaks of 
the wisdom of the woman of Proverbs 31. He does give wisdom to women, and men 
sometimes need their wives to remind them that God is ultimately in charge, not them. 
Don’t be afraid to call him out when he’s not following the Lord. Help him to lovingly 
see Jesus in you, and be his discipler, as he should be yours and as you both should be to 
your children.  

 
	


