
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

 

Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY 
Text: Esther 2:1-23 
Topic: God’s goodness in bad situations 
 
The story of Esther is not a Cinderella-like fairy tale; it was a dark reality. The young women 
taken to the palace in chapter two would not live happily ever after, nor would they return to 
their homes after the clock struck midnight. While we don’t need to dwell on the horrors of 
ancient societies, we must not romanticize the search for a queen. Despite the sinful attitudes 
and behaviors throughout this scenario, we begin to see glimpses of God’s sovereignty and 
providence behind the scenes. Tragic, painful, and evil things flood our world today. We must 
cling to the hope that God’s silence does not mean he is absent. He is God and He is good. 
 
MAIN POINT 

God is working, in an ungodly culture, using us to preserve His people 

 
DELIVER – Use this space to take notes during the sermon. Additional commentary is 

also available to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

 
Sermon Notes: 
 

1. God is trustworthy even when surrounded by ungodly people and plans (v. 1-4) 
 
 
 
 
 

2. God uses His people even when they are hurt and misused (v. 5-14) 
 
 
 
 
 

3. God uses His people when they are faithful (v. 15-20) 
 
 
 
 
 

4. God is good, even when the world around us is not (v. 21-23) 
 
 
 
 



 
DISCIPLE – Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

 
Ask everyone to open their sermon notes and Bibles.  
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 2:1-4 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “God is trustworthy even when surrounded by ungodly 

people and plans” Share from your notes and ask group members for insights. 
 

1. After the king remembered how he used to have companionship in marriage, what 
was the suggestion of the king’s personal attendants? What was the problem with 
their suggestion? 

 
2. Is this behavior condoned by the Bible? Recall passages of Scripture to backup your 

answer. (ref. Matthew 19:1-12) 
 
The king’s personal attendants were thinking that the only way to lift the king’s spirits was to 
help him to give into his sexual urges by bringing in countless women for him to objectify and 
use while he was searching for his next queen. It was a completely selfish thing for the king to 
do, and it was a decision that had no concern for anyone. It was certainly going to disrespect, 
corrupt, and destroy these women. The king disregarded any opportunity to reconcile with his 
wife, because of his pride. His lack of understanding the proper relationship between husband 
and wife prevented him from doing the right thing. Sex is only one part of the covenantal 
marital relationship. The husband and wife are to experience unity and pleasure in many ways. 
Attention must be given to all of these areas for the relationship to succeed and thrive.  
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 2:5-14 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “God uses His people even when they are hurt and misused” 

Share from your notes and ask group members for insights. 
 

3. What is apparent about the character of Mordecai based on his relationship with 
Esther? Where would you think this character comes from? 

 
4. When we as believers adopt, what does this show to the rest of the world? 

 
5. What kind of lives were the women chosen destined to live? 

 
6. Did God still love these women? How did the sin of the king affect the possibility of 

these women ever seeing God? 
 
Esther had no family and no options. Little is known about the relationship of Mordecai and 
Esther before the adoption, but the fact that he adopted her shows his sense of morality. The 
fact that they were both Jews points to the assumption that Mordecai had this kind of love in 



him to adopt Esther because of his faith in God, but this is not explicitly stated in the text. His 
love is shown further by how often he checks up on her after she is chosen by Hegai. Adoption 
should be viewed as very important to us as believers. When we adopt, it is a picture of what 
God does with us. Christ advocates for us to the Father, and then the Father adopts us back into 
His kingdom to have right relationship with Him. We show the world what God can do for them 
if they have faith in Christ Jesus our Lord. These women that were chosen were constantly 
being pushed to believe that pleasuring the king was what they had to live for now. This is done 
through their year of preparation and after each girl spent one night with the king, they were 
sent to a permanent Harem where the king’s wives and concubines lived. They would then wait 
until the king felt the need to call them back for another sexual conquest, which may never 
happen again, since the king had so many girls, he was probably going to forget. These girls 
were destined to live a life finding their worth in being sexually assaulted by the king, only to 
probably do it once and spend the rest of their lives waiting. The prideful and selfish actions of 
the king kept these women from ever seeing the God they need. Obviously, we know that God 
loves all of His children, but the sin of the king was not only blinding himself - he was implicitly 
projecting his blinding sin on every woman he chose. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 2:15-20 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “God uses His people when they are faithful” Share from 

your notes and ask group members for insights. 
 

7. What were the two main reasons Esther kept her identity from the king for so long? 
 

8. What kind of character could Esther have because of everyone’s reaction to her? 
 

9. How do we see a hint of God’s providence in verse 18? 
 
First and foremost, Esther was obedient. She trusted the advice of the man that had adopted 
her and proved their entire time together that he cared most about her well-being. Second, 
there was a possibility that the king would not want to make the queen a non-Persian. The fact 
that she was a Jew may have taken her out of the running if he had known. The fact that Esther 
got the approval of everyone who saw her, she must have had some impressive positive traits. 
We already know she is obedient and trustworthy. The king must have seen that she could 
handle the political and social aspects of being queen, or else he would not have picked her. 
She was wise in part that she kept her nationality a secret. Being a Jew, it was likely that she 
exhibited some of the loving aspects of God: kindness, graciousness, humility, loyalty, 
faithfulness. She looked different to everyone and everyone noticed her because of it. God was 
working through another “divine coincidence”. It was through the encounter of a pagan king 
and a Jewish virgin that would lead to the provinces being freed from tax payments and being 
given gifts (as well as the eventual rescue of God’s people).  
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 2:21-23 

 



➢ Review the sermon point: “God is good, even when the world around us is not” Share 
from your notes and ask group members for insights. 

 
10. Even though what the king was doing was morally wrong, what did Mordecai do when 

he heard a plot to kill the king? 
 

11. Just as Mordecai warned the king of his imminent death, what are we supposed to 
warn people about? 

 
12. What was most helpful, challenging, or encouraging for you in this text? 

 
Mordecai heard a plot to kill the king from two of his eunuchs. He could have let them do it, 
because the king was so vile, but he chose to tell Esther to warn the king. Esther had been 
taken from him by this king, but Mordecai’s behavior exemplified the biblical command to us to 
obey the ruling authorities, because God put them there to use them for His purposes (1 Peter 
2:13-17). Mordecai also shows us what it looks like to warn someone about imminent death. 
We too are called to warn those who do not believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior that if 
they do not, they will experience death, in that they will spend eternity separated from the 
Father in hell. W are called to share the Gospel with those who need it (Acts 1:8). 
 
DEPLOY – Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

 
● The actions of one sinful king derailed the possibility of so many women ever getting 

to experience God, because their attention was only allowed to be on him. When you 
sin as a believer, you are getting in the way of the people around you being able to 
experience God, especially those who have not yet accepted Christ as Lord. How easy 
is it for you to not represent Christ well around non-believers? Do you have any recent 
examples of giving into your pride, selfishness, and wanting to be accepted around 
non-believers? What steps can you take moving forward to be more like Esther and 
look different to everyone, for the right reasons? How can your group pray for you 
and keep you accountable to this? 

● As Mordecai warned the king of an imminent death, we too should be bold in telling 
to prepare for death. How often are you telling people about the good news of Jesus 
Christ delivering us from death? What are recent examples you have of telling 
non-believers about the Gospel? If you have not done this recently, ask others in your 
group to help you figure out who in your life you can do this with and how you should 
go about it. Ask for prayer and accountability with this in your group. 

● Are there those in authority over you that you have a difficult time being respectful 
and loyal to (boss, those in government, laws, parents, etc.)? Be specific to those in 
authority over your life. How do you typically want to deal with these people being in 
authority in your life? How is your desire similar or different than how God would 
have you treat these people? We need to remember that God put these people in our 
lives for a reason. How would you have your group pray for you and keep you 
accountable to treating these authority figures with the love and respect God 
intended? 



● For those that have ever thought about the possibility of adoption, what has kept you 
from either adopting or supporting those who are adopting (prayerfully, financially, 
giving your time, etc.)? Talk with your group about how God can use you in your own 
or someone else’s adoption process today. Remember, this is exactly what God does 
with us - adopts us and stamps his name on us, conforming us to the image of Himself. 

 
NEXT WEEK - Use this information to prayerfully prepare, brainstorm, and study. 

 
Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY  
Text: Esther 3:1-15 
Topic: Hatred, Racism, Pride 


