
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

 

Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY  
Text: Esther 3 
Topic: God’s providence through the world 
 
God has put you within your circle of influence for a reason. You have certain relationships, 
skills, and opportunities that can be used for God’s purpose of justice and salvation. The 
world—including our own culture—is full of hatred and evil. Sometimes hatred and evil are 
blatant; other times they are hidden. This week in the story of Esther we see how racism and 
religious persecution were cloaked in nationalism and loyalty. In the previous chapters we’ve 
seen how women were used and abused. In both of these instances, human life is devalued and 
the image of God is denied. These sinful attitudes are still wrecking lives, homes, communities, 
countries, and people groups today. How might we live for the sake of others around us? 
 
MAIN POINT 

God is still good when the world is turned against you. 
 
DELIVER – Use this space to take notes during the sermon. Additional commentary is 

also available to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

 
Sermon Notes: 
 

1. God is good when the world hates us.  
 
 
 
 
 

2. God is good in our grief. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. God is good and we can be faithful. 
 
 
 
 
DISCIPLE – Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

 
Ask everyone to open their sermon notes and Bibles.  
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 3:1-6 

 



➢ Review the sermon point: “God is good when the world hates us” Share from your 
notes and ask group members for insights. 

 
1. What was Haman being promoted for? What did he do that would have made the king 

think he was worthy of being second in command? 
 

2. Why did Mordecai honor the king by saving his life in the last chapter but did not pay 
homage to Haman in this passage? 

 
3. Even though it was just Mordecai that made the offense, why did Haman want to give 

a blanket punishment to all the Jews in the kingdom? 
 

4. How is Haman’s racist mindset in opposition of passages like Acts 10:28, Romans 
10:12, and Ephesians 4:31? 

 
Obviously, the king would not have promoted Haman if he did not think he was capable of 
handling and contributing the overall government of the king. However, he must have made a 
lasting impression on the king for aiding him in the acquisition of all of these young women that 
were made to be taken advantage of by the king, being made into concubines. The decree was 
for everyone to show reverence to Haman, and there was no way Mordecai was showing 
reverence to a man that took his adopted daughter for this same purpose. The only reverence 
he was going to show was to the one true God. Mordecai being Jewish is mentioned by the 
royal staff in verse 4 is because he likely took a stand against showing reverence to Haman 
because of his religious beliefs. It was his laws from God that trumped man made law (Exodus 
20:3). This led to Haman wanting to wipe out all the Jews. He may have made the argument 
that since it was a Jew that offended him, all of them are likely to do the same thing, but even 
that way of thinking is incredibly racist. That is on top of the historical significance of Agagites 
(Haman’s race) hating the Jews. If anything, Haman took this offense as a reason to finally wipe 
out the people whom his people hate so much. His desire to wipe out the Jews was completely 
based on his prejudice. As God has shown us many times, every person is created in the image 
of God, regardless of their differences. No one is ever to be degraded, reacted against, falsely 
charged, or given fewer rights because of how they differ from someone else. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 3:7-4:3 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “God is good in our grief” Share from your notes and ask 

group members for insights. 
 

5. Look back at verse 7. How did Haman choose the day when his holocaust against the 
Jews would be launched, and why is it ironic? 

 
6. What lie did Haman tell the king to convince him that it would be a good idea to 

eradicate the Jews? How else the Haman try to entice the king to go with his idea? 
 



7. How did the king respond to the Haman, and how is the king’s character revealed 
because of his decision? 

 
8. What does Matthew 15:19 say about why the king and Haman are so wicked, and 

what does John 1:12-13 say is the cure to this problem for us today? 
 
Haman was a very religious man, just for a false religion. He did the equivalent of casting lots to 
decide when the best time would be to make the decree to wipe out the Jews. Ironically, the 
one true God was providentially working to decide when the planned time would be, so he 
could give Esther enough time to make a change later on in the book and save the Jewish 
people. Haman thought his gods were in control, but it was and is the one true God who is in 
control and will providentially protect His people, even in the face of those who would come 
against them. God had a divine promise that both the Messiah and the written Word of God 
would come through the Jewish people. The eradication of the Jewish people would mean this 
promise could not be fulfilled. God providentially takes care of His people in difficult times, so 
we can know He is faithful, and we can be faithful. 
 
Haman told the king that there was a particular race of people that honored the laws of their 
God more than the laws of the king. This was true about the Jewish people, but the lie was that 
this lead these people to rebellion and breaking the king’s laws. this was not true. Haman was 
lying to get what he wanted, which was racist eradication. Beyond that, Hamn said he would 
pay for the eradication himself, and give even more money to the king’s treasury. He was trying 
to pay off the king to get what he wanted. AND IT WORKED. The king took the offer, showing 
that he did not care about the Jewish people. He further showed that he cared about only 
himself. It makes sense that a king would tell his high ranking official that it would not be 
ethically right to wipe out an entire people group, no matter what the reason. However, the 
king was more worried about the possibility of being overthrown and losing his wealth to worry 
about the possibility that it might be wrong to kill so many people. These men are so wicked 
because of the sin in their hearts. Scripture is clear that man’s heart is sinful, filled with wicked 
imaginations and thoughts. Unless these desires are controlled, man is capable of unspeakable 
atrocities. Man’s heart needs to be changed, converted, made new by faith in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 4:4-17. 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “God is good and we can be faithful” Share from your notes 

and ask group members for insights. 
 

9. What does this say about how God providentially takes care of His people in difficult 
times? 

 
10. What was most helpful, challenging, or encouraging for you in this text? 

 
God has put you within your circle of influence for a reason. You have certain relationships, 
skills, and opportunities that can be used for God’s purpose of justice and salvation.  



 
DEPLOY – Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

 
● How do you respond when someone is given unfair treatment because they are simply 

different, and not in a bad way? Do you speak up for these people and assure them they 
have value in God’s eyes? Have you recently been the one to treat someone differently 
because they look or act “weird” in your opinion? How can you go out of your way this 
week to show God’s love to those around you that ordinarily get rejected by others? Do 
you have someone specific in mind that you can do this for? How can others in your 
group keep you accountable to doing this? 

● Haman took advantage of the king by lying to get what he wanted. Do you have recent 
issues in your own life of lying, manipulating, or playing around with the rules to get 
what you wanted? Even if it was just a “little thing”. Remember, there are no little sins 
in the eyes of God. All sin is equally evil. How aspects of your life need to be put in check 
when it comes to manipulation to get what you want? How can your group keep you 
accountable to being honest, non-manipulative, and selfless this week? 

● Haman and the king had unchecked sin in their hearts. Maybe you do too. What are 
some unchecked sins that have creeped up on you in the past week that are slowly 
pulling you away from God? How can your group keep you accountable to not falling 
into the same sins this coming week? 

● God providentially working in this passage will eventually lead to the salvation of the 
Jewish people, meaning God deserved their trust the entire time. What are some things 
this past week or this coming week that you need to trust God with?How can your 
group encourage you in trusting God with things like this? 

 
NEXT WEEK - Use this information to prayerfully prepare, brainstorm, and study. 

 
Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY  
Text: Esther 5 
Topic: Selfless boldness and selfish bitterness 


