
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

 

Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY 
Text: Esther 5 
Topic: Trust in God, Pride, and Hatred 
 
Jesus taught that “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (See Matthew 6:21.) 
This week we see the hearts of three characters through what they value. Does your life reflect 
the selfless priorities of Esther’s righteousness, the materialistic status of the king, or the 
destructive ambition of Haman?  
 
MAIN POINT 

A lack of hope in God can be a deadly proposition 

 
DELIVER – Use this space to take notes during the sermon. Additional commentary is 

also available to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

 
Sermon Notes: 
 

1. Esther’s hope was grounded in God (v. 1-2) 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ahasuerus and Haman’s hope was grounded in money and position (v. 3-12) 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Haman’s hatred led him to seek blood (v. 13-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCIPLE – Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

 
Ask everyone to open their sermon notes and Bibles.  
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 5:1-2 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “Esther’s hope was grounded in God” Share from your notes 

and ask group members for insights. 



 
1.  What was Esther doing for three days that sets the tone for what she is about to do? 

(previous chapter) 
 

2. How do the actions of Esther and the king show God’s presence in the situation? 
 

3. How do these passages support Esther’s reliance on God: Luke 1:78-79; Exodus 14:14; 
Isaiah 41:10; Luke 21:15? What should we learn from these passages? 

 
Esther had fasted and prayed for three days about having the confidence to approach the king 
about protecting the Jewish people. She also wanted to make sure that she did it in a way that 
did not anger the king, so she was likely also praying for the words to say and methods to take 
to please the king. God gave Esther the confidence and insight she needed to properly dress 
herself to the king’s liking and present herself to him in the courtyard. For her to approach the 
king without being summoned was against the law. She could have been executed on the spot. 
God gave Esther the confidence to risk her own life. The fact that the king extending his scepter 
to accept her presence is so incredible that it points to God moving in the heart of the king to 
begin protecting His chosen people. Many parts of the Bible back Esther’s trust in God in this 
circumstance. Just like Esther, in difficult circumstances we must trust the Lord for guidance, 
protection, strength, and wisdom. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 5:3-12 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “Ahasuerus and Haman’s hope was grounded in money and 

position” Share from your notes and ask group members for insights. 
 

4. How does Esther please the king and Haman, and what does this show about their 
character?  

 
5. What did the king’s offer further reveal about his character? 

 
6. What did Haman talk about with his wife and friends? What does this say about 

Haman’s motivations? 
 

7. What does James 4:16, Psalm 49:6-7, and Proverbs 25:14 say about the motivations of 
the king and Haman? What can we takeaway from this? 

 
She pleases the king with the way she looks and dresses. She asks both of them to a banquet, 
providing a lot of food and wine, appealing to their gluttonous nature and their desire for 
strong drink. The king offers whatever she wants, even half the kingdom twice. This shows that 
the king thinks money and position can make anyone do anything. It means everything to him, 
so it must mean everything to everyone else, right? After the first banquet, Haman went to talk 
to his wife and friends about his wealth, sons, his promotion with position and authority, and 
how special he must be to receive an invitation from the queen to two banquets. His 
motivations were the same as the king and boasting about himself. Taking pride in anything 



that is not related to God is evil. These men took all their pride and identity in what they owned 
and the positions they were able to achieve. We are called to boast in Christ alone. Nothing we 
can ever do or have will ever be as important or valuable as God, so we should not act like it. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 5:13-14 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “Haman’s hatred led him to seek blood” Share from your 

notes and ask group members for insights. 
 

8. In spite of all the things that he had to celebrate, what was the one thing that kept 
Haman from feeling perfect about himself? 

 
9. What did Haman’s unchecked hatred and malice lead him to decide with the help of 

his wife and friends? 
 

10. How does Romans 1:18, 29-30 and 1 Corinthians 5:8 apply toHaman in this passage 
and what can we learn from this? 

 
11. What was most helpful, challenging, or encouraging for you in this text? 

 
Haman could not get past his racist anger toward Mordecai and seeing him at the king’s gate. 
He decided with everyone that the best way to get rid of this annoying person in his life he 
should just kill him. This clearly taking advantage of authority. Haman is letting his disposition 
toward a race to lead him to kill a man, setting the tone for what he will eventually want to do 
with the rest of the Jews. Hatred and malice are extensions of sin in its purest form. It is an 
extension of hating God. Showing hatred and malice to anyone for any reason is proof that you 
are not looking to God for guidance and wisdom like Esther was doing in this passage. 
 
DEPLOY – Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

 
● Is there anyone in your life that you have an issue with right now? It could be as simple 

as someone that annoys you a lot, or it could be that you really want something bad to 
happen to them. How can your group encourage you to change that attitude and how 
can they pray for you and keep you accountable to changing your attitude? 

● What have you been prideful in recently? Does your position and ability to do things 
drive you and motivate you throughout the day? How can your group pray for you and 
keep you accountable to setting aside these prideful things as motivation and focusing 
your identity back on God? 

● How have you trusted God to empower you to do His work in the past week? This could 
be providing for someone’s spiritual or physical needs, or it can be as simple as fostering 
a relationship. However you have trusted God to guide you in wisdom and truth, share 
these experiences with each other as encouragement that God does still empower 
believers to do the work of ministry. 

 
NEXT WEEK - Use this information to prayerfully prepare, brainstorm, and study. 



 
Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY 
Text: Esther 6 
Topic: irony and providence  


