
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 

 

Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY 
Text: Esther 6 
Topic: God's timing 
 
 
MAIN POINT 

Those who oppose the purposes of God will face God’s judgment. 

 
DELIVER – Use this space to take notes during the sermon. Additional commentary is 

also available to rightly understand and teach God’s Word. 

 
Sermon Notes: 
 

1. God doesn't forget His children (v. 1-5) 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Left to ourselves, we will work for our own glory (v. 6-9) 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Our pursuit determines out future (v. 10-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCIPLE – Use these questions to engage people in discussion on a personal level. 

 
Ask everyone to open their sermon notes and Bibles.  
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 6:1-5 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “God doesn’t forget His children” Share from your notes and 

ask group members for insights. 
 

1. What was Haman on his way to do when he entered the king’s court? 
 

2. How does God show that he is providentially working to protect Mordecai? 



 
3. What would have happened if Mordecai had been honored for his efforts to protect 

the king when he did it five years ago? 
 

4. What do these verses contribute to the idea that God providentially cares for us like 
he did with Mordecai: Phillipians 4:19; Jude 24; Hebrews 13:6; 2 Timothy 4:18? 

 
Haman was on his way to convince the king that it would be a good idea to kill Mordecai 
because of his lack of reverence (and because he is a Jew). However, God was working through 
the timing of his arrival. It is unusual that the king could not sleep through the night after 
having much to drink and enjoying himself at the previous night’s banquet. It is also unusual 
that to get back to sleep, he chose to read record books instead of asking for a concubine to 
massage him or for music to be played for him. It is an interesting decision. It is also incredible 
that he “happened” to stumble upon the previous account of Mordecai saving him, which led 
him to realize he had not yet honored him for what he did. All of these unlikely circumstances 
happening at the same time shows that God was providentially working through all of it to 
preserve not only Mordecai but His people. God is good. Throughout Scripture we see that in 
His providential care, God provides for, protects, sustains, and preserves His people. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 6:6-9 

 
➢ Review the sermon point: “left to ourselves, we will work for our own glory” Share from 

your notes and ask group members for insights. 
 

5. Why did Haman suggest so many great things to give to the man the king wanted to 
honor? What characteristic does this display about Haman? 

 
6. Why did Haman want to be paraded on the city square for all to see? 

 
7. What do these verses say about what it means to live working for self-glory: Jeremiah 

49:16; Ezekiel 28:8; 1 John 2:15-16; Isaiah 13:11? 
 
Haman heard the king’s request to honor a particular man in a great way and thought the king 
was talking about him. Haman sought to make his own life as pleasurable and self-centered as 
possible. If there was any doubt in anyone’s mind—perhaps even in his own insecurity—that 
Haman was second in importance only to the king, a parade would make it abundantly clear. 
Haman had such an issue with his reputation and everyone seeing him in the way he wanted to 
be perceived, that it drove his entire life and every decision he would ever make. God has a way 
of humbling the prideful: through showing them the error of their ways as a way to bring them 
to Himself, or after giving them numerous chances to do so, he leaves them to their own 
devices and allows them to experience what happens when they choose to go against God. 
 
➢ Read (or have a volunteer read) Esther 6:10-14 

 



➢ Review the sermon point: “Our pursuit determines our own future” Share from your 
notes and ask group members for insights. 

 
8. What was the result of Haman pursuing self-glorification? 

 
9. What was the result of Mordecai pursuing the right thing? 

 
10. What do both of these things say about God’s providential way of taking care of His 

people? 
 

11. What do these passages say about you life when you seek to glorify God with your 
life: Matthew 23:12; James 4:6; Proverbs 11:2; Psalm 18:27? 

 
12. What was most helpful, challenging, or encouraging for you in this text? 

 
Haman sought to glorify himself, and in God’s perfect timing, it backfired. His entire life was 
built upon self-glorification and it led to his destruction. Mordecai sought to build his life on 
glorifying God, and the result, in God’s timing, was proper recognition. While his goal was not 
to glorify himself, God put his humble servant front and center for everyone to see what 
happens when you live to serve the one true God. Living a life for God is in everyone’s best 
interest, not because of what we can gain, but because we get God. God promises to redeem 
His people, and those who humble themselves to bring glory to the Father are always saved 
from their afflictions. There are many passages in the Bible that God will humble the proud and 
lift up the humble. While this is such a backward concept for us in our fleshly desires, God 
shows us time and again that living for His glory is the only thing important enough to live for. 
 
DEPLOY – Use this final section to help people respond to your time together. 

 
● Who have you looked more like in the past week: Mordecai or Haman? Can you think of 

any specific examples of trying to accomplish your own goals instead of God’s, whether 
the action is inherently sinful or not? If so, how can your group keep you accountable to 
changing your attitude to look more like Christ? It is easy to look like the world when we 
are in it all the time, but it is important to look like Christ to a world that is dying and in 
desperate need of Him. 

● Can you think of specific examples in the past week of striving to put God first in a 
situation where most people would not: at work, in the grocery store, etc.? If so, let this 
be another great opportunity to encourage others in your group that what we learn 
from God’s Word is not just head knowledge. It is possible to apply God’s Word to every 
situation in our lives, if we are intentional about relying on the empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit to do so. 

● How has God providentially taken care of you in the past week? Think about specific 
examples of how God has moved in seemingly little “happenstances” to accomplish His 
purposes for you? If you cannot think of an example, are you even looking for God to 
work in and through your life? If this is you, how can your group keep you accountable 
to looking for God in your day-to-day life? If you can think of examples, let this be a 



great time of encouragement to each other to show that God is really working in our 
lives like he promised He always would. 

 
NEXT WEEK - Use this information to prayerfully prepare, brainstorm, and study. 

 
Title: GOD IN THE ORDINARY 
Text: Esther 7 
Topic: Judgment, Haman’s execution 


