
Commentary - Esther 6 
  

  
Text: Esther 6 
  
  
Context of the book / letter / Gospel: God’s providential plan continues to unfold as 
Haman’s plans begin to slowly unravel. 
  
Main Idea of The Text: Mordecai’s honor by the king brings about Haman’s humiliation. 
  
Exegetical Outline of The Text: 
  
I. The Providential Insomnia – vv. 1-3. 
II. The Providential Placement – vv. 4-6. 
III. The Proud Exaltation – vv. 7-9. 
IV. The Providential Humiliation – vv. 10-13. 
V. The Beginning of the End -- v. 14. 
  
  
  
Verse by verse commentary: 
  
That night sleep escaped the king, so he ordered the book recording daily events to be brought 

and read to the king. 2 They found the written report of how Mordecai had informed on 

Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the entrance, when they 

planned to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 3 The king inquired, “What honor and special 

recognition have been given to Mordecai for this act?” The king’s personal attendants replied, 

“Nothing has been done for him.” – vv. 1-3. 

  The king is unable to sleep. Once again, God shows up in the ordinary circumstances of 

life.  The king thinks that being read boring facts will put him to sleep, so he calls to have the 

ledger of administrative affairs to be read to him.  Once again, the book just “happens” to be the 

one which contains the details where Mordecai uncovered a plot to kill the king.  The timing of 



all of these events is perfect.  God is at work behind the scenes.  God works things out through 1

the mundane events of life.  When we can’t sleep, He has a reason.  He leads us to the books we 

need to read at the right time. He works in and through the smallest details.  2

 Historians tell us that Persia was known for keeping detailed records of their 

administrative accomplishments.  The king asked what had been done, and was told nothing had 

been done.  The records showed that Mordecai was worthy, but somebody didn’t follow through 

with an honor.  Ultimately, God, in His providence, allowed the oversight to occur, so that when 

the time was right, Mordecai would be honored for his service, and it would contribute in the 

destruction of Haman’s evil plot.   3

The king asked, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman was just entering the outer court of the 

palace to ask the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows he had prepared for him. 5 The king’s 

attendants answered him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” “Have him enter,” the 

king ordered. 6 Haman entered, and the king asked him, “What should be done for the man 

the king wants to honor?” Haman thought to himself, “Who is it the king would want to 

honor more than me? -- vv. 4-6. 

Here again, God is orchestrating His behind the scenes plan, placing Haman at the right 

place at the right time to begin his undoing.  Here he was, on his way to ask for Mordecai to be 

hanged, and the tables were about to turn.  The timing could not be more wrong for him, nor 

more right for God’s destruction of His enemies.  The events here are indeed ironic. Haman is 

about to ask for Mordecai’s destruction and complete humilation.  Instead, he is party to 

Mordecai’s honor and exaltation.  

The king discovers that Haman is outside waiting for him. Obviously, the king has trusted 

Haman and considers him one of his closest friends. So, he merely asks for his advice: “What 

should be done for the man the king wants to honor?”  
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Dr. Wiersbe tells us that God was extending mercy to Haman.  He was giving him time to 

repent and consider his actions.  By allowing him to be part of honoring Mordecai, he was 

allowing him to see what was happening.  God was allowing Mordecai to be honored, and this 

was out of Haman’s control. But, Haman was so proud, angry and jealous, that he refused to 

repent and change his course of action.  4

Haman has to be one of the proudest people who has ever lived! He assumed in his mind 

that the king was talking about him.  Who else could it be? The Bible tells us, “The heart is 

more deceitful than anything else,and incurable—who can understand it?” -- Jeremiah 17:9. 

Haman was convinced in his heart and mind that the king had to be talking about him.  His 

narcissistic attitude was the beginning of his destruction. 

 Haman told the king, “For the man the king wants to honor: 8 Have them bring a royal 

garment that the king himself has worn and a horse the king himself has ridden, which has a 

royal crown on its head. 9 Put the garment and the horse under the charge of one of the king’s 

most noble officials. Have them clothe the man the king wants to honor, parade him on the 

horse through the city square, and proclaim before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the 

king wants to honor.’” -- vv. 7-9. 

Haman loved attention.  He craved it.  This is why he got so mad when Mordecai would 

not bow to him.  He expected and demanded honor and glory. He did not recognize that the only 

one who should receive such accolades is God alone.  He wanted the glory to go to him, and no 

one else. Imagine his surprise when the glory he desired went to the man he hated more than 

anyone else in the world.  

Haman’s suggestion of how one should be honored was his own fantasy. He wanted to be 

treated like a king.  If he could not be king, he wanted to act like one. His suggestion included 

being clothed in royal robes and even having a crown put on the head of the horse! 
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Commentators tell us that the crown on the horse was to signify its role as a horse of the royal 

family. Archaeological discovery has proven this to be the case.  5

10 The king told Haman, “Hurry, and do just as you proposed. Take a garment and a horse for 

Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the King’s Gate. Do not leave out anything you have 

suggested.”11 So Haman took the garment and the horse. He clothed Mordecai and paraded 

him through the city square, crying out before him, “This is what is done for the man the king 

wants to honor.” 12 Then Mordecai returned to the King’s Gate, but Haman hurried off for 

home, mournful and with his head covered. 13 Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends 

everything that had happened. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai 

is Jewish, and you have begun to fall before him, you won’t overcome him, because your 

downfall is certain.” -- vv. 10-13. 

Dr. Wiersbe notes that all Haman suggested be done to Mordecai the Jew.  He had 

forgotten the decree to destroy the Jews.  Mordecai had saved his life, and repaying that debt was 

foremost on his mind at that very moment.  6

Imagine the shock that had to be shrouded by immediate compliance to the king’s wishes. 

Consider the hatred that had to be hidden by instant obedience.  He could not refuse the king, yet 

every bone in his body desired to do so! What an ironic situation--the man whom he desired with 

all his heart to destroy he had to honor with his voice and actions. He had to be sick with envy 

and bitterness! And when it was over, he really was sick.  He was completely and utterly 

humiliated and embarrassed. The Bible tells us that he covered his head in shame, probably 

much in the same way Mordecai did when he got the news of Haman’s plot of doom.  Looks like 

the tables are turning! God is humiliating His enemy and slowly, but surely, bringing about his 

destruction. 

Perhaps the most interesting thing about what happens here is v. 13--Haman told his wife 

Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said 

to him, “Since Mordecai is Jewish, and you have begun to fall before him, you won’t 

5
 The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 

6
 Warren Wiersbe. 



overcome him, because your downfall is certain.”  Whoa! What a statement! From his 

unbelieving wife and closest advisors.  They were starting to realize that the Jewish people had 

something--or Someone--special about them. They were able to get the upper hand on their 

enemies, and there was nothing they could do about it.  Dr. Wiersbe believes God was warning 

Haman.  He needed to repent of his sin and confess of his wrongdoing against the innocent 

Jewish people.  But he refused.  God was going to judge him for his sin.  7

The Persian people were known for their belief in superstition and the twists of fate. To 

them, this day was definitely a “bad omen.”  But, God transcends all of the “happenstance” and 8

in His providence, protects the nation of Israel from her enemies.  The Book of Esther is a 

testimony to God’s work among His people and that no matter what anyone does to try to stop 

the Jewish people from being rescued, God is in charge, and He is going to have the victory. 

Had the Jewish nation been wiped out, the plan of the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 

would have been destroyed. God would not allow His plan to be derailed! He arranged all of the 

circumstances and events to fulfill His plan, thereby saving His people from destruction. 

Haman’s wife and his friends had no idea how right they were!  9

 While they were still speaking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and rushed Haman to the 

banquet Esther had prepared. -- v. 14. 

Haman had no time to respond to the counsel of his wife and his friends.  He was rushed 

off to the second banquet prepared for him and the king by Queen Esther.   The day of gladness 10

and joy Haman had hoped for was turning into a day of depression, and ultimately, death. 
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Theological Application: 
  

Teaching Aim and Objectives 
 
In Esther 6, we see the providence of God can play out in the smallest details.  God works 

through the mundane and ordinary details of life, sometimes even in an ironic fashion, to fulfill 
His purposes. In His plans, he can extend mercy, but He will always judge the unrepentant 
sinner. In the text, we consider the following truths: 

 
God works out His plan through the mundane events of everyday life. 
God extended mercy to Haman and gave him the opportunity to repent when he was asked 
by the king to honor Mordecai. 
The people of Israel were protected by God, even when they had been disobedient, because 
of the promise of the Messiah.  
God has a plan for our lives as His children. 
 
 

1. God works out His plan through the mundane events of everyday life. 
 

God didn’t let the king sleep that night.  God allowed the guard to pick up the exact book 
at the exact time. God allowed Mordecai to be forgotten, so that exactly at the right time, he 
would be honored and this would begin the downward spiral for Haman. 
 
Think About It: Have you ever experienced circumstances that once you looked back in 
hindsight, you realized God arranged them for His purpose?  Have you ever remembered when 
you did something, and how God used that event to change you or motivate you to live for Him? 
Have you ever read a book that really changed your life?  Share how God has used 
circumstances to help you grow in your faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. God extended mercy to Haman and gave him the opportunity to repent when he was 
asked by the king to honor Mordecai. 
 
God allowed the occasion of the king honoring Mordecai to give Haman a chance to think.  Was 
this guy really so bad? After all, he did save the king’s life.  Maybe I am going too far in 
ordering the destruction of the Jewish people.  God gave Haman the chance to consider these 
things, and repent and change direction.  But Haman refused. He was so bitter and angry, and he 
didn’t care. He wanted Mordecai dead because he would not bow to him. He didn’t care if he did 
save the king’s life. 
 
Think About It: Have you ever been so bitter and angry at someone that you wanted God to kill 
them? Or you had the audacity to think they did not deserve heaven because of what they had 
done to you? God’s mercy was extended, even to someone as wicked as Haman. There’s no one 
out there that God does not want to save. Not all will accept God’s gift, but he extends it to all.  
 
 
3. The people of Israel were protected by God, even when they had been disobedient, 
because of the promise of the Messiah.  
 
Haman’s wife and advisors knew there was something special about the Jewish people.  They 
couldn’t put their finger on it, because they did not know the truth about Yahweh, the God of 
Israel.  But there had been enough historical evidence recorded through the years, that the people 
knew there was something special about them. God would protect His people because He had a 
Promise that would come through them--Jesus Christ.  The Messiah would come from Israel, so 
Israel had to be preserved so Jesus could be born.  
  
 God had a plan and that plan was Jesus.  Satan knew God’s plan and was using Haman to 
destroy the nation of Israel so that the Messiah could not be born. It should be comforting to 
know that even when evil seems to triumph over good, in the end, God will have the last laugh. 
He is sovereign over the affairs of men, and will do His will, no matter the circumstances. 
 
Think About It: Have you ever faced some difficult circumstances and saw God come through 
in an amazing way?  How have you seen God change the likely outcome of a situation?  God still 
loves the nation of Israel today and has a plan for it in the future. Pray for the nation of Israel and 
that the Jews will come to Christ and know their Messiah.  
 
 
 
 



 
4.  God has a plan for our lives as His children. 
 
The God who orchestrated the events of the book of Esther has an incredible plan for our lives. 
We should always rest in His sovereignty when a situation looks hopeless and beyond our 
control. 
 
Think About It: Have you ever doubted God wanted to do anything with you for the Kingdom? 
Esther and Mordecai had no idea how God was going to use them. Our God will use ordinary 
people to accomplish extraordinary things. When we allow the Holy Spirit to work in and 
through us, God will use to accomplish things for Him. How have you seen the Spirit use you? 
Ask the Lord to use you for His glory and to reveal to you ways that you can be used for Him. 
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