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25 ACCESS TO WATER* 
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• • . water is always precious. Among the special natural places 
covered by SACRED SITES ( 24), we single out the ocean beaches, 
lakes, and river banks, because they are irreplaceable. Their 
maintenance and proper use require a special pattern. 

+ + + 
People have a fundamental yearning for great bodies of 

water. But the very movement of the people toward the 
water can also destroy the water. 

Either roads, · freeways, and industries destroy the water's edge 
and make it so dirty or so treacherous that it is virtually inac-
cessible; or when the water's edge is preserved, it falls into private 
hands. 

II ccess to water is blocked. 

But the need that people have for water is vital and profound. 
(See, for example, C. G. Jmig, Symbols of Transformation, where 
Jung takes bodies of water which appear in dreams as a consistent 
representation of the dreamer's unconscious.) 

The problem can be solved only if it is understood that people 
will build places near the water because it is entirely natural; but 
that the land immediately along the water's edge must be pre-
served for common use. To this end the roads which can destroy 
the water's edge must be kept back from it and only allowed 
near it when they lie at right angles to it. 



25 ACCESS TO WATER 

Life forms around the water's edge. 

The width of the belt of land along the water may vary with 
the type of water, the density of development along it, and the 
ecological conditions. Along high density development, it may 
be no more than a simple stone promenade. Along low density de-
velopment, it may be a common parkland extending hundreds of 
yards beyond a beach. 

Therefore: 

When natural bodies of water occur near human settle-
ments, treat them with great respect. Always preserve a 
belt of common land, immediately beside the water. And 
allow dense settlements to come right down to the water 
only at infrequent intervals along the water's edge. 

roads at right angles to the water 
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TOWNS 

." 
The width of the common land will vary '.With the type of 

. water and the ecological conditions. In one case, it may be no 
more than a simple stone promenade along a river bank a few feet 
wide-PROMENADE ( 31). In another case, it may be a swath of 
dunes extending hundreds of yards beyond a beach-THE couN-
TRYSIDE ( 7). In any case, do not build roads along the water 
within one mile of the water; instead, make all the approach roads 
at right angles to the edge, and very far apart-PARALLEL ROADS 
(23). If parking is provided, keep the lots PARK-
ING LOTS (103). • • • 
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Volume I,· The Timeless Way of Building, lays the foundation 
of the series. It presents a new theory of architecture, build-
ing, and planning which forms the basis for a new traditional 
post-industrial architecture, created by the people .. 

"Read it for inspiration; as a practicing planner, an educator, 
or a student, you cannot help but be challenged and stimulate 
by this book." 

Dennis Michael Ryan, Journal of the 
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may be implemented, describing a new la 
the University of Oregon. 
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didate for a permanently importan boo-. 

Robert Campbell H r:. 
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