


EARLY DAYS IN PEACH VALLEY 
BEFORE WORLD WAR I I 

*************** 

Compiled by Kathleen (Read) Kennedy 
A s s i s t e d by Marion (Monro) Derosier 



MR. & MRS.R.S.MONRO & DAUGHTERS 

OF PEACH VALLEY.WITH GUEST MRS.LINDSTROM OF SALT LAKE CITY 

1923 

THE KETTLE VALLEY WEST SUMMERLAND STATION LOCATED A MILE 

AND A HALF FROM TOWN. OPENED IN 1915. 

AGENT MR.RUTHERFORD,THE RUTHERFORD FAMILY LIVED UPSTAIRS. 

THE ROAD TO PEACH VALLEY BEGAN AT THE STATION. 



PEACH VALLEY 

When this area of the Municipality was planted to orchards,many peach trees 
were planted,so probably this i s the reason for the name "Peach Valley". 
I t i s located three miles from the town of Sumnerland,south of the Giant's 
Head mountain. 
In the early days streets and roads designated the area that they served. 
The road from West Sunmerland to the Kettle Valley Railway Station,south 
of the town was known as "Station Road". The James Darke home was situated 
at the corner of Station Road and Prairie Valley Rd.,so this was known as 
"Darke's corner". Prairie Valley Road stretched west along the edge of 
"Dale's Meadows". 
Station Road also bordered on "Dale's Meadow" for a long distance,and a 
stand of large trees sheltered the cows in the sunmer time. Past the trees 
lay only empty space with alkaki f l a t s on either side of the road. There 
were only three or four houses and the Box Factory between Darke's corner 
and the station. 
The road to Peach Valley really began at the Station stretching southward 
down a h i l l from the Station house. I t was a narrow,winding road,dusty 
in sunmer and sometimes almost impassable with mud in the spring. 
The Clouston house with imposing gardens and tennis courts was just down the 
h i l l from the Station. I t later became the home of Reid Johnston,station agent. 
Across the road,up on the tracks there was a section house and roundhouse. 
The Koch family lived there,followed by the J.Slater family. 
Below was the Fyffe property with a large barn. The Fyffes sold butter and 
eggs and he worked at the Box Factory. 
From Fyffes onward the road stretched through uninhabited land where Jinmy 
Fyffe ranged his cattle and horses. There were even said to be wildcats 
living in the rocky bluffs where the road narrowed at the entrance to 
Peach Valley. The roadsides were uncleared so there were profusions of 
wild roses and other wild flowers. Purple l i l i e s could be found and even 
violets sheltered behind a large rock. There were frequent encounters 
with garter snakes and small rodents. Along the tracks which ran above 
the road there were always lots of groundhogs. 
The valley widened out with a marsh stretching right through the bottom­
land. Much of this has now been drained (1980). This was known as "Monro's 
Swamp". Mr.Monro had laid down a wooden walkway across the mid part of 
the "Swamp", and this provided a thoroughfare east and west. I t was known 
as "The Boards" and was in use for a long time. The railway had been put 
through the middle of the Monro property in 1913, and followed along the 
west side of the marsh. I t v̂ as green and lush and provided pasture for 
cattle and horses, f u l l of birds,frogs,snakes etc.in sunmer.In winter 
i t provided frozen stretches of ice for skating. 
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PEACH VALLEY 1930's 

LOOKING DOWN FROM THE TOP OF THE 

CANYON VIEW HILL,PARADISE FLATS. 

KETTLE VALLEY TRAIN 

PEACH VALLEY, 1916 



STREETS AND ROADS WERE NAMED OFFICIALLY IN 
THE 1970's.BEFORE WORLD WAR 2,MOST OF THE RESIDENTS 
LIVED IN THE AREA MARKED. 
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BRYANT 

Entering Peach V a l l e y by way of the road 
from the s t a t i o n , t h e f i r s t property on the 
l e f t hand side belonged to the Bryants. 
Louis Smith,who l i v e d i n Peach V a l l e y near 
Canyon View Road,purchased the Bryant property. 
He married I s a b e l Dickenson of a Garnett V a l l e y 
f a m i l y . They planted l o t s of peach t r e e s 
extending the orchard up the h i l l to the land 
behind the house. 
The Smiths had a family of f i v e . Louis was a house-
3 a i n t e r and l a t e r they moved to town and went into 
business at a grocery and garage across from the 
schools. T h i s business was c a r r i e d on by the family 
and l a t e r some of them purchased a garage at f i v e Corners, 

Louis & Isabel Smith nmnday, Jmaaay 21,1982 
Sanuneriand Rcvleir - 9 

Couple mark Golden wedding 
Friday, January 8 the family 

of Louis and Isabel Smith 
entertained at a gathering of 
some 85 family and friends, at 
the Summerland Yacht Club to 
honour the couple's golden 
wedding anniversary. As well 
as their immediate family and 
their spouses, 11 grandchild­
ren and 1 great grandchild 
were present. 

In earlier years Lou was well 
known here as a painter and 
paper-hanger. Later they own­
ed and ran the Chevron Gas 
and General store across from 
MacDonald School. As it thriv­
ed so did the family, and after 
nine years of serving the 
public seven days a week, they 
retired and the family ran the 
store. 

The first retirement home 
was on Shaughnessy Avenue, 
which became a well known 
beauty spot for photographers 
every spring. While residing 
there the Yacht Club was built 
with volunteer help under 
Lou's direction. In 1973 the 
couple moved to Dunsdon 
Crescent where they still 
reside. 

After a delicious buffet 
dinner which was supplied by 
the family and overseen by the 
Ladies of the Royal Purple, son 
George was called on to be 
M.C. Congratulatory messag­
es were read from Prime Min­
ister Trudeau, opposition lead­
er Joe Clark, Governor Gener­
al E d Schyrer, Premier 
Bennett, and M.L.A. Jim 
Hewitt as well as from friends 

Lloyd Shannon whohaS been 
well known to them both 
toasted Lou with a comical 
poem of the going's on in his 
life, after which Fred (Mac) 
Maclnnis presented them with 
a lovable framed poem about 
their years together. Then 
daughter Leone read and 
presented an essay written by 
her older daughter entitled 
'My Grandma Smith'. 
Later the hall was cleared for 

dancing, young and older alike 
enjoying the old Viennese 
Waltzes. 
Guests from out-of-town were 

Mr. and Mrs. Kon. Ninow and 

-Ir. & Mrs. L. A. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. George Smith of 
Kaleden, Mrs. Joyce Reid of 
Delta, Mr. and Mrs. Allan 
Smith of Kaleden, Mrs. Joyce 
Reid of Delta, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Allan Smith of Vancouver 

and Michael Smith of Williaml^ 
Lake, B.C. |: 
Grandson Jim Smith present^ 

ed them With a framed enlarg^ 
ement taken from old snaps, 

Submitted by Alice Gi l lesp i i^ 



BLACKLOCK 
The Blacklock f a m i l y l i v e d on t h e i r orchard 
on the same side of the road as the Smiths. 
They had formerly l i v e d near Canyon View Rd. 
Mr.Blacklock,his son Jack and Jack's wife Nora 
and t h e i r three c h i l d r e n made up the f a m i l y . 
Jack worked f o r White & Thornthwaite and died 
i n an accident on the Lower Town wharf,while 
f r u i t was being loaded onto a barge. 

Over TOO family 
members gather 

T h e weekend of August 3-() 
saw a reunion of an old-t ime 
fami ly from this area as 117 
membe r s of the Black lock 
f a m i l y w e r e w e l c o m e d to 
S u m m e r l a n d to part ic ipate in 
var ious act iv i t i es . 

T o ce lebrate th is event there 
w a s an open house F r i day 
even ing at Ph i l and Pat Sm i th ; 
a fun day and barbeque at 
Sunoka B e a c h on Saturday and 
a d inner on Sunday even ing ; 
and a fa rewe l l Pancake Break ­
fast Monday morn ing . 

T h e B laek locks emigrated to 
C a n a d a from A u s t r a l i a in the 
ear ly 1900 's . I h e y f irst sett led 
in A l b e r t a , where some of the 

fami ly r ema ined ; whi le thi-
father J o h n Ch'ar les B l a t k l o l ^ , 
one son .lohn and daunhtct 
Kli/.abcth sett led in Summer 
l and . Another son Robert , wffli 
h is fami ly sett led in Pentietirfi 

A t tend ing the reunion \ya-
the only r ema in ing son, F r e d 
Black lock of Edmonton aMl 
Nora B lack lock . the w i d o w « l 
J o h n Blacklock of Summer-
l and . T h e rema inder of the 11? 
at tending represented fo'oV 
generat ions of the fami ly who 
t rave l l ed here from Ontar io . 
A l b e r t a and points in B . C . 

Summerland Review — 14 
Thursday, Aug: 30, 1979 i 



MESSAGE FROM ELAINE BLACKLOCK AT BANSO 
BAPTIST HOSPITAL, CAMEROON, W. AFRICA 

It's hard to imagine Summerland without 
Granny. From early childhood when she would 
march us downtown at a frantic pace, compl­
aining about the uneven^ sidewalks, when we 
would bake "pottery" on her front porch ... 
to more recently when we have dined out, 
cruised Okanagan Lake on the boat, driven 
around looking at flowers, marvelled at how 
people get water to their houses way up the 
hillsides, visited the old farmhouse & trav­
elled together to Vancouver, Grouse Mountain 
& the Columbia Ice Fields. My visits to 
Summerland have always centred around Granny. 

In the last year, I've been glad that I 
did things with her & road© memories when she 
was stronger, quicker on her feet & sharper 
in her mind. It's been hard to watch her grow 
more forgetful & confused. I will always 
remember her as feisty, strong & sharp in 
mind. I'm grateful that she has not, like 
many others, lingered in a hospital unaware 
of her family, friends & the passing of time. 

I will miss her, I do now. But even as I 
write this, with tears in my eyes, floods of 
happy memories come back & though tinged with 
pain & a sense of loss, they are happy 
nonetheless. Still in a year or two when I am 
back in Canada & come to visit in the 
Okanagan, that's when it will really hit 
home. Meanwhile, my thoughts will be with you 
over the next couple of days and weeks. Wish 
I could be there to remember her with you. 

A POEM BY GREAT-GRANDDAUGHTER KIMBERLEY 
SMITH, 11 

DEATH 
What is death? 

A dark, cold word or the end? 
The downfall of a life, a pit 

that can never be filled, a hole 
of memories that will always linger 

resurrection 
and the life 

"The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God's children. Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs — heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ." (Romans 8:16-17) 

WHERE FAMILIES OF ONE OR MORE 
COME TO MEET JESUS 

Summerland Baptist Church 
10318 Elliot Street 

Box 454 
Sumnnerland, B.C-. VOH 1Z0 

Office: (604) 494-3881 



SERVICE OF REMBRANCE 

NORA BLACKLOCK 
J u l y 23, 1907 - Indian Head, Saskatchewan 

February 3, 1992 - Summerland, B.C. 
Member Summerland B a p t i s t - J u l y 21, 1920 

" I am sure t h a t n e i t h e r death, nor l i f e , nor 
angels, nor p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , nor t h i n g s 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything e l s e i n a l l 
c r e a t i o n , w i l l be able to separate us from 
the love of God i n C h r i s t Jesus our Lord." 

Romans 8:38,39 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
OPENING REMARKS - REV. JACK A. BORCHERT 
INVOCATIONAL PRAYER 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

"What A Fr i e n d We Have i n J e s u s " 435 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Psalm 23 
PRAYER 
MEDITATION 

Psalm 121 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

" A l l the Way My Savior Leads Me" 460 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

*** *** *** 

PALL BEARERS Henk Wouters, Dave McWhinnie 
Jack McDougald, Al Warkentin 

Family and f r i e n d s are i n v i t e d to a time fo 
fe l l o w s h i p and refreshments here a t the 
church following the interment a t Peach 
Orchard Cemetery. 

{ 

NORA (HAMPSHIRE) BLACKLOCK 

Born i n I n d i a n Head, Bask., Nora came to 
Stammer land i n 19p9 & l i v e d with her parents 
on "The F l a t " . She worked a t the Experimental 
S t a t i o n and ran a bakery & r e s t a u r a n t i n 
Lower Town, where she met her husband. Jack 
Blacklock. Following t h e i r marriage i n 1926 
they s e t t l e d i n Peach V a l l e y . Jack was k i l l e d 
i n an i n d u s t r i a l a c c i d e n t i n 1937 & Nora 
remained on the family orchard with her three 
c h i l d r e n , Pat, Dorothy & Donald. 

She joined the L a d i e s A u x i l a r y to the Legion 
i n 193 7 & i n 1981 was awarded L i f e Membership 
f o r 55 years continous a c t i v e s e r v i c e -
r o a s t i n g many turkeys & preparing j e l l y r o l l s 
f o r c r i b p a r t i e s . 

She moved her family to J u l i a S t . i n 1947 & 
worked a t many jobs, i n c l u d i n g c l e a n i n g the 
church. Bank of Montreal, medical centre and 
laundromat & seasonal work a t the cannery. 
She s t i l l had time to support her church, 
attending s e r v i c e r e g u l a r l y , being 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the guest book & baking 
dozens of cookies f o r church camp.. 

Nora was a l s o member of the Women's I n s t i t u t e 
& loved to t r a v e l . She made s e v e r a l t r i p s to 
England, accompanied once by two of her 
grandchildren & v i s i t e d Donald & Dorothy i n 
Ontario. 

Nora enjoyed her home, fam i l y & p a r t i c u l a r l y 
her 10 grandchildren & 8 great-grandchildren. 

*** *** *** 

J 



DEROSIER 
Marion Monro married Louis Derosier from 
Macleod A l t a . They had a family of three 
two g i r l s and a boy. 
Th e i r f i r s t home was a l i t t l e house on 
Monro Ave. and t h e i r next home was on a 
piece of property across from the Louis 
Smith orchard. Louis b u i l t t h i s house and 
one f o r Tom Racicot (Across from Strachans) 
He worked f o r many years at the Summerland 
Box Factory,and was very good at carpentry 
work. They moved to town and l i v e d on Jones 
F l a t and a l s o Campbell Cres. and a l s o returned 
to Peach V a l l e y f o r a while to l i v e on the 
Blacklock property.Their home across from the 
Smith property was purchased by the S h i r e s . 
L a t e r they l i v e d on P r a i r i e V a l l e y Road near 
S i n c l a i r and i n the 1970's owned and operated 
"Heather House" home f o r older people. T h i s 
was with t h e i r son Gary and Daughter-in-law 
Barbara. Marion was act i n g Matron u n t i l she 
r e t i r e d . She had the s p e c i a l q u a l i t i e s needed 
for looking a f t e r the needs of the e l d e r l y . 

K.K. 
Marion R. M ^ i u D e c o m e s 

Bride of L . R. Derosier 
At Summerland Wedding 

Summerland — A pretty wedding 
was solemnized on June 30 at the 
home of Rev. Mr. Soott of the 
Baptist Church "When Marlon Bob-
ertson Monro became the torlde of 
Mr. Louis JoseoJh Derosier. 'Mr. 
•William Grant supported the groom 
•while Miss Kathleen Read attended 
the bride. 

Their presentations were numer­
ous, including two piebty showers 
which were given toy Mrs. C. Cle­
ments. Mrs. A. e. Monro and Miss 
ICathleen Read. 

Miss Edith Monro arrived home 
from' Vancouver on Wed- ssday to 
attend the wedding of he/ slsteif; 

Children's party at Dero s i e r s . 
L e f t to Right - La u r e l Derosier,Don Blacklock,Gordon G i l l e s p i e , J o y c e Smith, 

E i l e e n Derosier,Arthur Monro,Dorothy Blacklock,Ray Monro, 
V i c t o r Smith 



Legion Ladies Auxiliary President Pat 
Smith (right) had a very special task 
Thursday evening as she presented a 
life membership to her mother Nora 
Blacklock. The recipient is only the 

third Legion member to receive the , 
auxiliary award: she joins- Vi Mc 
Cutcheon and Ruby Sayers in the 
select honour. 

Joe Dunn 

Harry Howard 

Joe Dunn 
Joe came from Burnaby and other members 
of the family l i v e d i n Summerlad. He 
f i r s t l i v e d back against the h i l l 
between Smiths and Blaeklocks.He used to 
r i d e a big horse. He moved to Andrew Ave. 
and l a t e r to West Summerland.For many years 
he l i v e d along Giants Head past the Youth 
Centre,in the former C a r r i e Harvey property 



The Strachans of Peach VAlley 

Donald J . Strachan was born i n Scotland and grew up i n England. 
As a young man , at the turn of the century, he emigrated to 
Canada. S e t t l i n g i n Vernon, he worked on several of the early ranches 
and large orchards. He was working on the K.L.O. i n Kelowna and 
remembered w e l l the b l a s t i n g for the Kett le Val ley Railway. 

Jean Fleming was born i n West Calder, Scotland. As a young 
lady she emigrated to Montreal. About I908 Jean moved to Vernon 
where she worked, and met D.J. Strachan. 

When the F i r s t World War broke out, D.J. joined the 2nd C.M.R. 
and went overseas. Jean went home to Scotland. When he was 
medically released from the Cdn. Army, Donald and Jean were 
married and l ived in London. D.J. worked at the Woolich Arsenal . 
He was a keen footbal l player while there. 

Between 1916 and 1923 they were blessed with f i v e c h i l d r e n . 
Their love of the Okanagan Valley always in t h e i r h e a r t s , they 
once again emigrated. This time to Summerland. Aboard the S . S . 
Doric to S t . John, N.B., the C.P.R. to Vernon, the S . S . Okanagan 
to Summerland and up the h i l l to Peach Val ley i n Jim Brown's old 
touring car , a r r i v i n g in l a t e spring 1926. The f i r s t meal in 
Summerland was at the Arthur Read home, then at the foot of 
Andrew Ave. Their f i r s t home was on ten acres of orchard just 
nof'th of Reads, but j u s t for a year or so, then down to the corner 
of the Swamp Rd (now Monro Ave) and Stat ion Road (now S. V i c t o r i a ) 
The welcome wagon in those days was a group of lovely neighbours. 
Some brought fresh food and baking, others l^rought such things 
as hens and c h i c k s , baby pigs, anything to help new farmers get 
a s t a r t . 

Donald went to work at the Experimental Farm, where he stayed 
u n t i l he reached retirement age. 

The family a l l went to school i n West Summerland, by bus to 
public school and walked the two miles to attend High School. 
The three boys and two g i r l s a l l served i n the s e r v i c e s in Canada 
and overseas during World War 11. 

Jean Strachan passed away in October I96O, Donald followed her 
i n October 1962. 

E l d e s t son George made his home i n New Zealand and i s now 
r e t i r e d there. Janet (Duxbury) r e s i d e s in Salmon Arm, Betty 
( F i s h e r ) l i v e s here i n Summerland, as does brother Jim. B i l l 
Strachan worked h is way up the Overwaitea chain i n numerous parts 
of the province. He passed away in_Novembe£ 1982. _ 

F a m i l y g a t h e r s a t P o w e l l B e a c h 

- f i r s t l i m e i n 2 4 y e a r s 
STRACHAN, NORAH. PASSED ^ former Summerland man, Powell Beach Sunday when all 
away October 15, 1990 in Auckland, a food research scientist with the brothers and sisters were 
New Zealand. Survivedbyherhusband the New Zealand government together for the first time m 24 
George, son Mark and daughter Caro- is spending some time visiting f̂ ^" .̂.̂ ^we^^^^^^^^ 

° ' . . 1, - XT , J friends and relatives enroute including the families, 
line. Service was held m New Zealand. ,,„ j„ „r,nnoofion 

on a world tour in connection .̂̂ ^ Strachan, 
with his work. ^^^^'^ ^^^^^ sister Janet 

Geo Strachan received his and husband Bun Duxbury of ,̂  
•gaflje^ed«ca*i«»«...he««.!^ .worfe-s«Saimon AimJvgreJieKe-fo^-the^ 
êa 'for the Canada Department j gathering..,:,,,,. , •' -
of Agriculture in ' Summerland , 
and Lethbridge for. a number 
of years before moving to New 
Zealand seven years ago. He is 

: a brother of Mrs. Betty Fisher ' 
• and Mr. J im Strachan of Sum. 
' merland. J , 

He is staying With fietty and ~ 
they held a family reunion at • Y\ 



S e c o n d X x e n e r a t i o n O f 

F a m i l y A l l I n F o f { i « « 

StJMMEKLAND—One of th« pa-
triotic families In Bxmunerland, that 
of Mr. and Mrs. D. J.Strschan, ha« 
ftU the second generation In the 
forces. 

Last week the youngest m # - * - t , 
M the famUy, SlgnalBian W, ^ 
han. was home on leave. 

• Trooper James Strachan is In SU^B ' 
tank corjB, and Sgt. George Strac­
han Is radio technician in the R. Cv 
A. P. They are Isoth overseas. The 
two girla, Pte. "Betty" Strachan; 
C. W. A. C , and ACa Janet Strac­
han, B. C. A. P., women's division, 
were here last week during their 
brother's visit home. < 

The father, D. J . Strachan, is 
veteran of the last war. i 

Spoken To By BrigaJier 

SUMMERLAND GIRL | 
ENJOYS ARMY mi J 
Miss Betty Strachan - • M 
Tells Of Experiences . ' 
W i thC .W .A .C . ' ^ ^ 

—„— ON R.\l>I.O BROADCAST 1 
^ . "One Thursday night we had », 

SUMMERLAND - One of Sum Y " = j j ; . ^ t . They are going tô  
erland-s enlisted ghls. Miss Bett; ̂ ^ "^/^ j^n j j send the records west. 
Strachan. ha* sent a most I n t e r e s t - j ^ g ^ r it some day. . . j 
Ing letter back: to a friend In Sum- ̂ . ' ^j-l^t c^ps were presented 
merland and a few extracts from U t . fu„ wnmhig companies. Our " 9 ' 
make interesting reading. . ^^pany got five out of the eight 

The letter was sent from Ver-^yps presented. We get them fot 
milion BarraelK and contains thanks ̂ ^̂ jp reading, first aid, soft baU, 
for a newsy letter sent by her Sum-field day sports and all around etf 
merland chum. ficiency. ' - J 

"We have been poltehing our but- "We left VermUton on August 29 
iom and stuff, extra special for the and arrived at Edmonton afious 
last few days as a brigadier and a seven. were met at the sta-
lieutenant-general have been here tlon by a band and marched w "'^ 
tn.>!pectlng us," writes Miss Strachan. MacdonaW hotel and the boara oi 
•We did .some marching for them, trade had a banquet for us. it was 
Tliev came and looked at us all and grand, nice white ciotha "^"^"''^'^^ 
the brigadier stopped and spoke to us as we ate off bare ai 
me, boy. was I thrUled! He asked VermUion) and scads of silverware, 

ime my name, and where I camei After the banquet we went o'^P^' 
from and If I had gained or lost' ade. There were hundreds oi p e ^ 
weight. If I got enough to eat and watching us—about 350 
if I liked it. The other kids asked people cheered and clappeo 
what I had that they didn't have. , — y,av^'iiLP)ui . v 
. . . we had to stand at attention were <»"7i»f °"^„,^*J*4tt one . 4 
for about half an hour. There were'^ere really tired f f ^ ^ ' J 
.special gas drUis. first aid. P. T, We marched ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 j ^/ f™ 
and fire drill. When we <«d the barracks j ' f y f „"',*f,̂  Satur-
gas drill, real tear gas was used nights and had lote of fun^^ 
and we all began to cry because we day night "ie'^«.*?f„*»°*f*'^i?e ^ 
didn't have our resplratera on. The Legion hut and the boys were au 
gas bombs sure make an awful noise swell ?uys *a we had run_ _ 

'"̂ '̂  S K i * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Betty evidenUy enjoys the route ^e"^^tTo^Vanc^ver on Tuesday, 

marches. She had good practice " ^ J L j . - . t us and we marched to 
here In Summerland walking uphUl ^ mei, _ 
from the hospital to West Bum- . „„_ 
merland and then on out to her 

here in Summerland walking upliUl ^ "'1" ""JL"" T * . ' , r - " A A " 
from the hospital to West K - l^e barracks. They B^ve us a M-
merland and then on out to her ^ ^'^^ ^ 
home, to Peach Valley, so "a stretch" friends at Nanamo. 
like 10 « r 15 miles is "right up her "^^^ ^- ^ - A. C. have a hut ri^t 
alley," ^ in the mWdle of a group of mens 

cjh« , ,m. . huts. 0\u- hut Is very nice, all 
s in? .S'̂ h.rOl''Ln"fK ^"^-^^^ cream and green painted, 
should t J ^ i i " I * "On Saturday night *e went to ft 
snouid see us now, we <»n turn rf-n-. W B S Brand ITiev had a 
u'Ss^^efl °* s w l f orchertfa..rnlce MglaS and 

••i^cf ^.,!!io„ .v^ . . . . . of cour.se there were scads of sol-
Of trU?e"rk^enr: tT.^, ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ten miles out in the country. The t^hee^mp here is huge At nighU 
neighbours around there all got to- w h t h ^ ^ g h t l are aU on It took 

all sat around and had supper. They '̂"^ '̂̂  ^^"^ ^ 
had scads of stuff for us. . . . after: 
we got home we decided to go to! 
church. , . and went to a Christian' 



MONRO FAMILY 
Robert Stewart Monro was born i n R a t t r a y , P e r t h s h i r e , S c o t l a n d . The 
f a m i l y came to Canada s e t t l i n g f i r s t i n Toronto and then moving 
l a t e r to Winnipeg. 
In 1884,at the age of 15,he was a bugler with the 90th B a t t a l i o n , 
Winnipeg R i f l e s at the time of the R e i l R e b e l l i o n . L a t e r he went 
to work i n Montana and then moved on to S a l t Lake City.Utah. His 
brother Alexander Monro became a well-known Vancouver Doctor with 
involvement i n the s t a r t i n g of U.B.C. 
Robert Monro married J e s s i e P r i n g l e of a Morman family i n S a l t 
Lake C i t y . In 1899 he went to the Yukon Gold Rush. In 1908 he came 
to the Summerland area to i n v e s t i g a t e the f r u i t - g r o w i n g industry. 
He purchased 50 acres i n Peach V a l l e y and i n 1909 moved here with 
h i s f a m i l y of s i x c h i l d r e n . 
I n a w r i t t e n h i s t o r y he describes the trip,coming by way of Oregon 
and then to Spokane and then by Great Northern Railway to Keremous 
There the t r i p to Penticton was by Welby stage...an open coach of 
p r i m i t i v e s t y l e ! On a r r i v a l i n Penticton they stayed i n a hotel 
on the l a k e s h o r e , a r i s i n g e a r l y to board the steamer to Summerland. 
Mr E n g l i s h , o f the L i v e r y Stables,drove the f a m i l y to the ranch i n 
Peach Valley.The baggage and the supplies that had been purchased 
i n Penticton were d e l i v e r e d by Alex Steven's brother. 
The Monros set up house-keeping i n two t e n t s , a large one and a 
sma l l e r one on a piece of t h e i r property l a t e r given to tomato 
growing. I t i s a t r i b u t e to the pioneer s p i r i t that a few l a t e r 
the f a m i l y walked to lower town,four miles the youngest c h i l d 
being c a r r i e d by Mr.Monro. The event was a p i c n i c to Naramata 
on a scow. 
The house was put up that year and completed by October. I t i s 
described i n d e t a i l on the f o l l o w i n g page. 
In the f o l l o w i n g years two more g i r l s were born,Edith and Marion. 
The other two g i r l s were J e s s i e and Kathleen,and the boys were 
Claude,Robert,Alec and Melvin. The two e l d e s t boys attended the 
Okanagan College. 
F r u i t growing began i n earnest as w e l l as f r u i t they grew vegetables 
n u t s , b e r r i e s . Every kind of crop p o s s i b l e . They a l s o kept horses, 
a d a i r y herd,pigs,chickens,geese,etc. T h i s farm provided e x t r a 
work f o r many of the neighbors i n the e a r l y days. 
I n 1913 the K e t t l e V a l l e y Railway was cut through the property with 
about 2500 to 3000 men working on the l i n e . T h e i r camp was near the 
Strachan property. 
Mrs.Monro was i n t e r e s t e d i n flowers and always had b e a u t i f u l house 
p l a n t s . She looked a f t e r the d a i r y herd and had an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t 
i n the Community.One Sundays she r a r e l y missed d r i v i n g her horse 
and buggy to teh B a p t i s t Church. 
She had e x t r a mouths to feed at times with v i s i t o r s to the ranch. 
Dr Alec Monro,a Vancouver p h y s i c i a n used to send people with 
asthma to h i s brothers ranch to recuperate. 
She was very good to the neighborhood c h i l d r e n , o f t e n putting on 
tea p a r t i e s f o r them. Many neighborhood p a r t i e s were held i n the 
Monro home where the two large rooms with f o l d i n g doors between 
were converted i n t o a small ballroom. The Monro's had a player 
piano,and sometimes l o c a l musicians performed. In the very e a r l y 
d a y s , q u a d r i l l e s , p o l k a s , w a l t z e s and so on were the dance u s u a l l y 
performed. P o e t i c a l readings and songs were performed by 
neighborhood t a l e n t . 
I n 1913 when the r a i l w a y was being b u i l t the men who camped on the 
Monro property (near Strachans orchard) used to put on concerts and 
i n v i t e the l o c a l s . 



J 
Mr.&Mrs.R.S.Monro and fam i l y i n 1909 when l i v i n g 
i n t h e i r tent house. New home j u s t b u i l t , i n the background, 

Mr.& Mrs. R.S.Monro and family 
Jessie,Alec,Robert,Kathleen,Claude.Melvin,Edith 
MrsMonro.Mar ion,Mr.Monro 1920's 
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FRUIT PICKING " 

L e f t to r i g h t : Melvin and Claude Monro,Bill H i l l i a r d , 
B i l l V e r r i e r 

F r u i t was picked into p i c k i n g bags,hung around the neck, 
and they were emptied into wooden orchard boxes. The 
bags were made of heavy canvas and almost a f u l l box of 
apples could be picked into one. (30 to 40 l b s ) 
These boxes were loaded onto " s t r e t c h e r s " and c a r r i e d 
through the orchard to the packing shed. 
La t e r horses and stone-boats were used and much l a t e r 
the farmers began to use t r a c t o r s f or hauling t h e i r 
f r u i t out of the orchards. 



FRUIT GROWING ON THE MONRO FARM 
(taken from notes by R.S.Monro) 

F i r s t years were d i f f i c u l t . . . peaches 
were the main crop. Large q u a n t i t i e s 
were grown,but could not a l l be 
disposed of. 50% rotted on the ground. 
1916 they received t h e i r f i r s t order f o r 
apples.from Luseland.Sask. 
1917 a large order received from J.P. 
Hufnagel of Aser Sask. Shipped apples 
to him the following year a l s o . 
Mail order business begun under the 
l a b e l R.S.Monro X Sons. Surplus 
f r u i t sent to l o c a l packinghouses. 
1923 t h i s was the heaviest crop year.. 
6000 boxes of apples,3000 boxes of s o f t 
f r u i t and vegetables shipped d i r e c t 
from orchard.(packed on the orchard) 
Next year shipped 7 carloads of f r u i t 
to the p r a i r i e s . 
1925 shortage of water caused brown 
core and other diseases. Next year the 
same problems. 1927 was a short crop. 
1928 was a bumper crop. 

HAYMAKING 

pi c t u r e above: haymaking on 
the Monro farm. Mr.Monro atop 
the load,and other family 
members helping. 
Mr.Monro and sons designed ^ \ 
and b u i l t the barn for the 
horses and cows. 
Two horses were brought from 
the Indian Reserve and had to 
be broken i n . One could not 
be worked and was traded f o r 
a mare named "Baldy" Another 
horse purchases from Ont. 
named Mac. 
Made a team with the f i r s t mare 
The second mare was sold to 
Mrs.Arkell of West Summerland 
for her bread wagon business, 
the mare ridden by the g i r l s 
and used for Mrs.Monro's 
buggy was named " B e s s i e " 
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5007 - Monro Ave. MONRO HOME PEACH VALLEY 

Thi s house known as an "Aladdin Home" i s the present home of the 
L.Dingwall family (1982) 
Manufactured in Vancouver and shipped to Sicamous i n sections,the 
r e s t of the t r i p was by ra i l , s t e a m e r and wagon to Peach V a l l e y . T h i s 
was i n 1909. The house foundation was l a i d by John Robertson,with 
Mr.Monro having the a s s i s t a n c e of C h a r l i e Gayton and Percy Holder. 
Carpenters came from Vancouver and a l s o a p l a s t e r e r who put up the 
chimneys too. Set on a f u l l basement the house was heated with a 
coal and wood furnace and wired f o r the f u t u r e e l e c t r i c i t y . 
Facing north and south the back entrance was on the north entered 
by a long f l i g h t of s t a i r s to a verandah. The f r o n t and side of the 
house a l s o had verandahs,the one the length of the east s i d e a 
screened i n sleeping porch. The main f l o o r consisted of a kitchen, 
a large pantry,a large dining-room and parlour,with s t a i r s to the 
upper f l o o r . The parlour and dining room had f o l d i n g doors between 
and could be made in t o one large room a small ballroom on 
occasion. The pantry had swinging doors at e i t h e r s i d e , i n t o the 
kitchen and into a passageway that led to the basement s t a i r s . 
A unique feature of the dining-room was a f u l l w a l l china cabinet 
with g l a s s doors. A large t a b l e and c h a i r s enough to accommodate 
a large family and numerous guests stood i n the centre of the room. 
There was a bookcase i n one corner of the room and a le a t h e r couch 
on another w a l l . In the west,large windows l e t i n l i g h t f o r Mrs. 
Monro's b e a u t i f u l house p l a n t s . 
The parlour was large and w e l l furnished with a player piano and 
a f i r e p l a c e . 
S t a i r s led to the upper f l o o r where there were bedrooms and a 
bathroom with seperate l a v a t o r y . The t h i r d f l o o r contained two 
more sleeping rooms, 
Altogether a f i n e and comfortable house f o r a large f a m i l y . 



EARLY MODES OF TRANSPORTATION 
ON THE MONRO FARM 
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Family reunion 

M o n r o f a m i l y w e r e e a r l y s e t t l e r f 
Five generations of the Monro 

family, descendants of Robert Ste­
wart and Jessie Pringle Monro, held 
a family reunion July 27-28 in 
Summerland. 

The Monro's were early seUlers 
of Peach Valley, Summerland, 
which was located south of the old 
Canadian Pacific Railroad station, 
now known as South Victoria. 
Monro Avenue runs north-south past 
the old farm house. 

At the age of 15 years old, Robert 
Stewart Monro served in the 1885 
Riel Rebellion in Saskatchewan. In 
the year 1898, he travelled up the 
Skagway with a dog team to White 
Pass and Bennett Lake to try his 
hand in the gold rush. He succeeded 
inpanning enough goldatPineCreek 
to make a gold ring. After travelling 
up the Skagway, he joined his 
brother Dr. A.S. Monro of Vancou­
ver, who had set up a medical tent 
for the old-timers in Pine Creek. 

Robert and Jessie Monro came to 
Summeriand in July 1909. They had 
six children accompanying them 
from SaltLakeCity.Claude,Robert, 
Alec, Melvin and two girls, Jessie 
and Kathleen (who was then two 
years old). Edith and Marion were 
bom in Summerland. Claude^and 
Robert attended college at the Bap­
tist College on the hill (Giant's Head 
Mountain). 

The family arrived in Keremeos 
on an accommodation train. Mr. 
Monro had arranged with a transfer 

company from Penticton to meet the 
family there. The stage coach was 
there waiting for them and they con­
tinued with their journey via Green 
Mountain into Penticton. 

Stopping al the Incola Hotel over­
night, they left for Summerland the 
nextmomingon theOkanagan steam 
boat up the lake to Summeriand. Mr. 
Monro left the family at the old hotel 
in Lower Summerland while he got 
supplies and left for the ranch with 
Mr. English. 

The old home south of the old 
C.P.R. station still stands in Peach 
Valley (see picture) Old-timers of 
Summerland, John Robertson, Char­
lie Gayton, Tom Nelson and Percy 
Holder helped to build the house. 

Claude, Jessie, Robert, Jessie, Kathleen, Robert and Melvin lived in tent while house was being built. 

Those of the five generations who 
held a family reunion had a tour of 
the family homestead and vicinity 
followed by a reception dinner and 
dance at the Legion Hall. The family 
also had a pancake breakfast at the 
I.O.O.F. Hall and a picnic at Powell 
Beach. 

Commemorative caps and coffee 
cups were distributed to all in atten­
dance. This occasion was organized 
by granddaughter Eileen Derosier, 
who did an excellent job in arranging 
the family reunion. 

Among the more than 70 family 
member^ who attended were daugh-

' ters Jessie (Gatenby) Monro of Van­
couver, B.C., and Marion (Derosier) 
Monro of Summeriand. 

Daughter-in-law Ruby (Flegiel) 
Monro of Everett, Wash. 

Daughter Edith (Rosso) Monro of 
Black Diamond, Wash., was unable 
to attend. 

Granddaughters Roberta (Bel­
lows) Monro of Vancouver and Alda 
(Green) Monro of Abbotsford, B.C., 
daughters of Claude Monro. 

Marjorie (Rencck) Monro of 
Bend, Oregon, daughter of Melvin 
Monro. 

Alynne (Prins) Monro and Lor­
raine (Oleson) Monro of Seattle, 
daughters of Melvin Monro. 

Eileen Derosier of Summerland, 
daughter of Marion Derosier. 

Grandson Stuart Raymond Monro 
of Penticton, son of Alex Monro. 

Grandson Melvin Arthur of Se­
attle, Wash., son of Melvin Monro, 
and grandson Gary Louis Derosier 
of Kelowna, son of Marion Derosier 
of Summeriand. 

All were accompanied by their 
spouses, ch ildren and grandch ildren. 

The greatgrandchildren of Robert 
and Jessie Monro, who with their 
families are residing in Summer-
land, arc: 

Charlecn and Roy Stroh with chil­
dren Jeremy, Venessa and Jamie. 

Rob and Cindy Royer with chil­
dren Josh and Nadine. 

Penny and Daryl Ask with chil­
dren Tyler and Jessica. 

Kevin and Lora Royer. 
Steven and Sandra Derosier with 

children Kiersten, Nicole and Ken-
dra. 



The family also had special 
thoughts in loving memory of Tony 
Derosier who passed away April 16, 
1991, in Bolivia. Unable lo attend 
was Steven and Tony's mother, 
Barbara. 

Special thanks is extended by the 
family to the Legion Ladies Auxil­
iary for the beautiful supper they 
served. Also, thanks was extendod 
lo the Rebecca Ladies for the won- * 
dcrful pancake breakfast. 

The Tinst set of grandchildren pose for picture at the Monro reunion. 

Members of the Monro family have pictures of this, the original home; 
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SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
KATHLEEN BRYDEN 

OCT. 21, 1907 - OCT. 1, 1990 
MINISTER: REV. J . BORCHERT 

" I am sure t h a t n e i t h e r death, nor l i f e , nor an­
g e l s , nor p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , nor thin g s present, 
nor t h i n g s t o come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything e l s e i n a l l c r e a t i o n , w i l l 
be able t o separate us from the love of God i n 
C h r i s t J e s u s our Lord." Romans 8:38-39 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
OPENING REMARKS 
INVOCATIONAL PRAYER 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

"Near the Cross" 385 
SCRIPTURE READING 

John 11: 21-26, John 14: 1-3 
PRAYER 
MEDITATION 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

" A l l the Way My Savio r leads Me" 460 
LEGION PRESENTATION 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

*** *** *** 
Family and Fr i e n d s are i n v i t e d t o gather f o r i n ­
formal refreshments i n the Rose Room a t the Le­

gion f o l l o w i n g the memorial s e r v i c e . 
J 
7r *** *** *** 

I n memory of 
KATHLEEN ISABEL BRYDEN 

Kathleen I s a b e l Bryden was born i n S a l t Lake 
C i t y Oct. 21, 1907. She came to Summerland with 
her parents, brothers and one s i s t e r i n 1909. 
Kathleen w i l l be remembered f o r her philosophy 
i n l i f e and her i n t e r e s t i n others. A l l though 
Kathleen d i d not v i s i t the young ones of the 
family too often due to her h e a l t h , she was i n ­
t e r e s t e d i n hearing of them and t h e i r ac­
t i v i t i e s . She has ten l i t t l e grand n i e c e s and 
nephews i n Summerland. 

She loved the s p i r i t u a l f a i t h a t the B a p t i s t 
Church where she attended Sunday School as a 
c h i l d and the Church Family l a t e r i n l i f e . 
Kathleen b e l i e v e d i n the words of the B i b l e 
teaching "to be content i n what so ever s t a t e we 
are i n . " 

She was a great i n s p i r a t i o n to a l l who knew her. 
Her s i s t e r Marion remarked t h a t "she was a won­
d e r f u l s i s t e r , f r i e n d and c o u n s e l l o r , and w i l l 
be with her f o r e v e r " . 



PLra 

"The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God's children. Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs — heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ." (Romans 8:16-17) 

9m ma 
Pita WHERE FAMILIES OF ONE OR MORE 

COME TO MEET JESUS 

Summerland Baptist Church 
10318 Elliot Street 

Box 454 
Sumnnerland, B.C. VOH 1Z0 

Office: (604) 494-3881 
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iiaoro g i r l s 

D.Strachan,the family came from 
Scotland.Purchased the house and 
orchard formerly owned by Roger 
Tingley.Csee Strachan f a m i l y * ) 
I n the e a r l y years t h i s house was 
rented to the Stan Turner family 
f o r a while.They moved to lower 
town and then to Vancouver. 
iethen,they l i v e d i n the house 
an orchard across the road 

.om the S t r a c h a n s , s l i g h t l y 
f u r t h e r south. They had three 
daughters.Florence married 
Ernest Bennett and they had 
an orchard on Paradise F l a t s , 
overlooking Peach V a l l e y . 
Mr.Bennett was well-known f o r h i s 
commercial g l a d i o l i business and 
the b e a u t i f u l f i e l d s of glads on 
Paradise F l a t s , o v e r l o o k i n g the 
Trout Creek. 
A f t e r the B l e t h e n s . C l i f f and 
L o t t i e Clements l i v e d i n that 
house f o r a whil e . 

RED CROSS WORKERS 1940 
Back: Mrs.Mountford,Ada Monro,Mrs.Read. 

Kay Read.Lois Read.Rose F i s k e 
Centre: Florence Bennett, 

Mildred Johnston,Mrs.Strachan, 
Mrs.Monro,May M i t c h e l l 

Front: Margery Fenwick.Mrs.Holmes, 
r Marion Derosier 

R.S.Monro owned most of the 
)roperty on the east s i d e of 
lonro Ave. (see Monro f a m i l y ) * 
A.H.Stevens owned an orchard 
on the west side of the road 
next to the Elmer Johnston 
orchard. The Stevens l i v e d i n 
town and there was no house 
on that orchard. 
Elmer Johnston came from 
O l i v e r and l i v e d on t h e i r 
orchard at the corner of 
Canyonview Rd. and Monro Ave. 
Don't know who f i r s t owned 
t h i s property. 

r 1 



TWENTY Y E A R S AGO IN 
SUMMERLAND 

( T a k e n from the flies of the S u m ­
mer l and Rev iew, J u n e 19, 1914) 
B u t for the persevering toravery 

of a S u m m e r l a n d ' B o y Scout , a 
young l i fe would have toeen lost 
lust S u n d a y . L i t t l e R a l p h S c u l -
tl iorpe, about four years old, was 
play ing on the w h a r f , when he fel l 
i n . B o y Scout W i l l i a m S n o w was 
in hl.s bath ing su i t on the iscow, 
along w i th others, a n d p luck i l y 
dived i n I n a n effort to save the 
ch i ld . H i s f i r s t attempt was not 
succe.ssful, tout urged on h y Scout ­
master J o h n T a i t , S n o w made a 
second d ive a n d located the d r own -
i n ? lad , who had dr i f ted about 
hal f - 'way under the whar f . D r . 
Kennedy , who was 'brought to the 
scene, h a d l i t t le d i f f i cul ty I n e x ­
pel l ing the water f rom the l i t t le 
fellow's lungs . Scout Snow was 
first taught to s w i m a t the a n n u a l 
camp of the troop two years ago. 

T h e r e are now one thousand men 
work ing on the grade between O s -
prey L a k e a n d Pr ince ton on the 
K . V . R R . W i t h th is force of men, 
together w i t h s i x s team shovels, 
good progress I s toeing made, a n d 
one- th i rd of the grade of th is 30-
mile s t r e t ch h a s a l ready been made. 
' Wh i l e d r i v ing down the gu l ch 
road on Wednesday, M r s . B . S . 
Monro and M r s . D . "P. B r e w e r met 
w i t h a n accident due to the c o n ­
t rar iness of the hoTse w h i c h M r s . 
Monro was dr i v ing . A t the top of 
t h t K^fSfeshoe bend, the ladles s aw 
J a m e s K e a n coming u p w i t h the 
S u m m e r l a n d S u p p l y Company 's de ­
l ivery r i g , and decided to wa i t a t 
the top. M r s . Monro ' s horse r e ­
fused to s tand , and commenced to 
prance, sending the buggy over the 
edge. M r s . B r a w e r and M r s . Monro 
managed to scramble out of the 
rig . iHorse and buggy rol led r i gh t 
to the bottom o f the gu lch , t h e 
horse coming to res t on Its back 
on top of the over turned r ig . M n 
Harvey , w h o came along, took M r s . 
B r ewe r and M r s . Monro home a n d 
sent he lp to ex t r i ca te the a n i m a l , 
v ;h lch was tarigled I n the harness 
and was brought out unhur t . 

R e v . H. A . So l l y went up to 
S icamous th i s week to meet 7 I r s . 
So l ly a n d fami l y , who are r e t u r n - , , 
ing f rom a year ' s v i s i t ' t o E n g l a n d . 

-f/).^ T^''''^» 

/ i p e r P l a y s Y-ot 
S o l d i e r ' s W e d d i h . 
A + S u m m e r l a n d ' 

S U M E R L A N D — F o r t y guests ga t l 
ered a t the home of the bride 
grandmother, M r s . S . Johnstor, 
West S u m m e r l a n d a t 8 o'clock thi 
evening of August 22 for the wed­
d ing of E v a I r ene , second daugter i 
of Mr . a n d Mrs . E l m o r Johns ton , I 
a n d Sgt . W i l l i a m J e n k h i s M i l l e r , 
R.C.A.M.C. , only son of M r . a n d 
Mrs . W. G . MUler, of K e l o w n a . T h e 
ceremony was per formed by Rev . 
R e d m a n , of Ladne r . > . j 

T h e bride was given I n marrUMW 
by h e r fa ther a n d entered the p r ^ 
t l l y decorated l i v ing room to tlif 
stratos of the " H i g h l a n d Wedd ing^ 
piped by W i l l i a m Campbel l , tor 
mef ly of K e l o w n a . i m 

Choosing for h e r wedding a tV^^. 
of s i l k crepe w i t h w h i c h s ' S i 
wore brown accessories, the b r f 
carried a bouquet of gold «• -A 

[mauve gladioli . He r sister, M »i 
Harvey M i t che l l , wear ing . a l»f 
green s i l k crepe f rpck a n d c a r r y l n 
a bouquet of peach colored gladlr a l 
was br idesmaid. L l o y d Johns t « i 
acted as best m a n . * 

T h e guests were received by M^'n* 
E l m o r Johns t on a n d M r s . D . 4 
S t r a c h a n a n d Mrs . W . J . R e a d p r e | 
sided a t the tea table w h i c h wa« 
centered w i t h a three- t i e r wedding 
cake, t a l l p i nk tapers a n d pinlt 
roses. A number of the bride 's 
f r i ends assisted i n serving. T l « 
toast to the bride w a s proposed \if. 
Wal t e r B leasda le a n d responded 'm. 
by the groom. I 
: Sgt . a n d Mrs . M i l l e r le f t for Van<i 
couver where they w i l l reside for th( i 
present. O u t of town guests w e r t 
JWi l l iam Campbe l l a n d M r . a n d Mt iS 

G . MUler, Mr . a n d Mrs . J . Sft 
B r y d o n , of Ke l owna , a n d Miss R<H 
Ibejjta Coy, of Pent i c ton . >̂  

jt, 

SOLDI ER'S BRIDT^T"^ 
GIVEN TWO SHOWERS,^ 
AT S g M ^ E R k A H D 

S U M M E I ^ N l i ^ r ^ , ' 6 r i " 4 ^ t i r s d a y 
evening, Augitst ' jAi, M l s f t - B ^ J o h n ­
ston- was the* guest. af- # shower 
g iven by the j o in t hostesses, M r s . Iti 
J . Derosier and l ^ i s s K a t h l e e n Read^ 
at the home of Mrs , R . S . Munro< 
About 25 f r iends gathered to honorj 
Miss Johns ton , whose wedding w i l l : 
take place tomorrow, F r i d a y . i 

T h e room was taste ful ly decor­
ated w i t h p ink , b lue" and w h l t ^ 
streamers a n d p ink and w h i t e 
gladioli. T h e gifts were presented 
In a ^decorated wagon. d r a w n by 
Miss L a u r e l Derosier dressed as a 
j r l d e a n d Maste r R o n n i e M i t c h e l l 
Jressed as a soldier. T h e y were fox's 
lowed by E i l e e n Deros ier a n d W a y n e 
Mi tche l l ca r r y ing f lowers. I 

Fo l low ing the opening of the gifUj 
X da in ty l i m c h was served a n d a 
aecorated b r ida l cake was placed i n 
the center of the table. T h e eve­
ning's shower was brought to a close 
w i th m a n y expressions of good 
wishes for future happiness for t h i 
bride-elect. 

O n l a s t S a t u r d a y af ternoon, t h i 
j l r l s of the Occ identa l f ru i t packing 
tiouse he ld a surpr ise shower foi 
Miss Johns ton . G i f t s were p r e s en t 
Sd i n a box decorated w i t h f r u f 
wrappers, and fol lowing the Openlni 
of these, ice c r eam and cake weti 
served. 



'* K<!\v.in1 P.Tini-r .J<iKnsts.;io \ 
K h i i e r John-stunn- •.'.•as born in | 

Manitoba, l i v i n g a t Br i a rwocx i , one • 
of the par ly settlensenSs where h i [ 
f ami ly endured the hardsh ips oS j 
pioneers of the t ime. At? a young 
boy he drovp a tPam in zero weathpr 
to take wheat into Gr i swo id , the 
neares t town. '* 

A s a young boy, too, he decided to 
t r y for a d i f ferent type of i i fe. and 
left home a t the age of fourteen. 
H « wanted to be ft locomotive en­
gineer, and th i s frfndness for m a c h . 
inery has persisted through "his 
l i fe. 

A t R e g i n a there w a s •iio opening 
on the ra i l road f v r h im, but a t 
Areo la he w o r k e d in a roundh<3use. 
H e even got to be a f i r eman when 
hi« a g f •was discovered and he 'Jvas 
i*4'''i"-.»lil to 5«ave. 

I n 190e h i s father , Rol )er t J o h n ­
stone, decided to move to Summer -
land, and where later he became 
re4ve «nd w a s in counci l work 
for twenty years . E l m e r left for the 
nor th country a s a s toker on a 
boat, gett ing a.s f a r as Alask-s and 
the Y u k o n , then back to Vancou-.-er 

A t the coast he teamed up w i th 
a r a i l r oad man and by beini j a 
caboose pai-^senger on f re ight t r a in s 
reached Moose J a w . 

T h i s was w h e n the p ra i r i e w a s 
tu rn ing to mechanized f a rming . E l . 
mer .Tohnstrne cdul-\e a big f - i ' ; 
ure in t i i c t o r engineer •!< i n v i 
s tar ted for F o r t I n d i a n a t a k t v a 
course in it. At Mlnn>'Tpolis he 
halted and at the B i g 4 Tr.Totor 
Co. took h i s t r a i n i n g . F o r throe 
y ea rs he kspt movjng, w o r k i n g in 
factor ies in the w in t e r ; lr~\".-ltlng 
in the summer ns an c.xjMTt and 
ODc'.ator of t r a c t o r s ; .«eeinp: muKt of 
the Dakota.?, the middlvj •w-e.-̂ f, and 
Montana . I n wa.s an i n t e r ^ f i n g 
l ine of work , but in iSli the f i rs t 
WorW W i i r came . 

B y October of that y ea r he t u ^ J 
joined the 32nd Winnip<>g E . i t a H f ^ a , j 
a n a u x i l i a r y to the l^ t 4,m«l^." 
w h i c h they joined a t Y p 
next spr ing . H i s comrades 
^.^•re rennn*nta of the 1^ 
p c r i a l A r m y . B r i t i s h T . 
tnd ' S ikhs and G u r k h a s fr 

Whe f i the 32rid w a s bro 

vent to the 2nd Ott.awa bat ta l ion, 
m d remembers Ed 'ward , then 
' r inee of Wa l es , m a r c h i n g a t the 
lead of those left in the batta l ion. 
Ui s ing ing the T o m m i e s ' c h a n t 
'He r e we are , here we are , here 
we are aga in . W e beat them on the 
^ a r n e . W e beat them on the A isne . 
We gave them hel l a t N e u v e ' C h a p -
peUe. and here we are a ga in . H e r e 
we are, here we are . here we a r e 
a ga in . " 

A t G i v c n c h y he w a s wounded, 
and had a long convalescence a t 
Rouen , and a t the Duchess of Con-
naugh t hospita l on the Astor est­
ate at C l i veden. 

A l though he handn ' t been a t 
S u m m e r l a n d , T h e R e v i e w was sent 
lo him rsl; t:i>u\e day two 
y o u n s men w o r k i n g in the hosp i ta l 
lah ...topped to have a look a t the 
paper, and a ! h i m . T h e y were 
H a r r y J e n n i n g s and A l f Vande r -

|>urgh. f o rmer s tudents at O k a n a g -
' (jn College at Summer l and , de l ight . 
e J to meet someone w i t h home con . 
sec t i ons . 

I n capac i t a t ed for w a r se rv i ce 
he w a s moved back to C a n a d a and 
^k'as present in W inn ipeg a t the 

^ g K e r i n g of the A r m y and N a v y 
| | H|rans ' Assoc ia t i on meet ing w i t h 

a 3|izens' committee, inc lud ing the 
a i^yor and an a lderman, w h i c h 
Sfchi^y.or fo r ty ve te rans control led 
tc f o rm the f i r s t Grea t W a r Vet -
• i ^ j i s ' Assoc ia t ion in Canada . A s 
ttme proved, leadership w a s not 
'i^^qag enough to hold i t , so it fe l l 
a t iaH. I^ater the C a n a d i a n Leg i on 
^' i s f .unfed. 

I n J a n u a r y 1916 he wa.s mar r i ed 
*^ ^ r t Dover , Ont . a t the man.se 
tc S t i ss .Mildred Cakes , going back ti lpeg whe r e he w a s w i t h the 

ght and Power . D u r i n g a 
be employees left, the police 

and W inn lDex jwa. ' ' i n a 

JEjBjMBstone's f la i r for mach inery " 
"•VftrffJik h{.m aga in and he opened 

raxtk-r^e a t Beaus jour , and later at 
.i?«tanas, Man . < 

...•cause of poor hea l th w h i c h 
•: ..joled h im fo l lowing the war . he 

•.-.̂ d to the Okanagan , bui ld ing 
f i rs t garage in Ol iver , wh i ch he 

. .u'l for n ine y ea rs . He was on the 
executive of the L i b e r a l Assoc ia­
tion, an ac t i ve member for the 
l-oard of trade, president ot the 
Ol iver A th l e t i c Assoc iat ion, m a n a ­
ger of the basketba l l team for two 
j c a r s . and manager of the baseball 
team for f ive y ea r s . 

Mr . and M r s . Johns tone moved in 
i330 to S u m m e r l a n d where they 
have l ived ever s ince on tbe ' r f ru i t 
l a n c h out by T r o u t Creek Canyon . 

T h e i r son, L l o y d , now m i n i n g at 
Y m i r , w a s on the On ta r i o i n the 
nayy for two yea rs du r ing Wor ld 
W a r I I , h a v i n g a t r ip a ro imd the 
wer ld at that period, through the 
P«nama and the Suez cana ls , and j 
w»s at Hong K o n g . One daughter, 
E v a , Mrs . W. Mi l ler , l ives at K e l ­
owna, and the i r other daughter . 
May, is -Mrs. H a r v e y Mi tche l l . 

. \ lways a fol lower of sports, he 
is a member of the execut ive o'-i 

lihf S u m m e r l a n d B a s e b a l l C lub. 

tie I? 'XOtti^s-ri/,^ 

'•Jt E l m . . J s mother w a s 
' f the I n s h f am i l y of Seens. w h i c h 
r a c e * i t s way back many , m a n y 
J j r s . One grandmother w o * Johaj:x 
SeSfl. named fo r a F r e n c h Count 
J o h a i who mar r i ed into the f a m ­
ily-

EJ!oer Johns tone has hunted 
prao'^^al^y a l ! h i s l i fe. A s a boy he 
hunt f l 'moose a n d e lk on I n d i a n 
mas t ing poni fs i n the R i d i n g 
Mouna lns in Mani toba, a n d w i t h 
wol fb 'unds hunted for coyotes. 
S i n o f coming to B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a 
he h»s ha rd l y mis.sed a y e a r i n 
tweny- f i vc when he h a s n t gone ' 
to th( Car iboo for a f a l l shoot. T h i 3 
y ^ r I s no except ion. He Is up 
there now. 

I 



ANDREW AVE. 

Before World War 2 there were three houses on Andrew Ave. Going north 
the f i r s t house on the r i g h t was b u i l t around 1911 of before. T h i s 
the home of Sam Beggs family,was s i t u a t e d on a ten acre orchard. 
A f t e r the Beggs moved to town the orchard belonged to the Steuart 
fa m i l y and the house was occupied by C h a r l i e and h i s w i f e . 
They moved to lower town and the house was rented to Sarah and 
Walter Powers from Vancouver.He was employed i n the greenhouses at 
the Experimental S t a t i o n . L a t e r he and George Robinson went into the 
nursery and greenhouse business i n Penticton. The Powers had no 
c h i l d r e n but were known to a l l the neighbour c h i l d r e n as "Uncle Walt" 
and "Auntie Blossom". (They are i n the K e l l y s mine p i c n i c p i c t u r e ) 
Many of the weekly dances were held at the Power's house. 
A house across the s t r e e t belonged to Harvey Phinney who probably 
l i v e d there on h i s orchard at one time. Over the years i t was rented 
to v a r i o u s f a m i l i e s . When the Strachans f i r s t came from Scotland 
they l i v e d there f o r a while . The Saunders and Thomas's,both from 
England l i v e d there f o r short periods. A l l these people were 
employed at the Experimental S t a t i o n . 
F i n a l l y t h i s house and orchard was purchased by Gus Johanason from 
Princeton. 
At the top of the s t r e e t (on the r i g h t ) there was a small house on 
the Evans property. The Sam Barnards l i v e d there,Evans l i v e d there 
fo r a w h i l e , a l s o the Thornthwaites.They both moved to t h e i r 
permanent homes i n lower town. 
Ted T i n k l e r l i v e d there when he came to look a f t e r the Evans property 
He a l s o looked a f t e r the orchard across the road known as "the 
B u r c h i l l property" I t had an absentee owner. Ted l i v e d there f o r 
many years and moved to h i s own orchard a f t e r h i s marriage to Mabel 
F i t z p a t r i c k . T h i s was the former Snyder orchard on Giants Head Road. 
The orchard between the Phinney property and the B u r c h i l l l o t was 
owned by Jock Campbell. They did not l i v e on t h i s orchard,but had 
a home and orchard on the f r o n t bench road,now known as Happy V a l l e y 
Road. I t i s adjacent to the Munn orchard. 

PHOTO 977-484 Jock Campbell fa m i l y f i l e s . 



P I O N E E R S 

J 
Mr. & Mrs. Mackay 

with t h e i r baby son Ronald 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Barnard 
with Dorothy & Sam 

Th i s house was b u i l t e a r l y i n the century and was the 
home of Mr. & Mrs. Mackay and t h e i r son Ronald. I t was 
s i t u a t e d on t h e i r orchard at the corner of H i l l b o r n 
and Andrews. 
Mr.Mackay died at an e a r l y age and h i s widow married 
A.A.(Bert) Lewes from A u s t r a l i a . He had an orchard on 
the S a n d h i l l Road ( G a r t r e l l Road) T h e i r son Alan s t i l l 
l i v e s on t h i s orchard (1982) 
The orchard on H i l l b o r n S t r e e t was looked a f t e r B i l l y 
H a l l who l i v e d i n a cottage on the property. The house 
was f i n a l l y torn down a f t e r being rented f o r many years. 

T h i s orchard and the Read orchard next door became the 
H i l l t o p Farms,growing vegetables. Now replanted 



Peach V a l l e y c h i l d r e n i n f r o n t of Monro house Late 1920's 
Back Row: Austin M i t c h e l l , L o i s Read,Margaret Read,Eva Johnston, >^ 

Betty Strachan 
Front Row: Michael Daniels,Lloyd J o h n s t o n , B i l l y Strachan,Gladys Daniels 

T h i s p i c t u r e taken by Arthur Read i n the e a r l y days i s 
thought to be Sam Beggs and f a m i l y 



r 

K e l l y ' s Mine was so named for an old timer Tom Kelly,who thought 
he had a gold mine to the south towards the r a i l w a y t r a c k s . 
This land i s now developed f o r the l o c a l T r a i l Rider's Assoc.(1982) 

Back row: Walter Powers,Ron Falconer's brother ( P e n t i c t o n ) . B i l l s 
Donnie Pollock,Jack Hamon,Ronnie Falconer,Wilfred King, 
George Robinson,George Strachan,Ted Tinkler,Mrs.Ronnie 
Falconer,Mrs.Mary Read,Ted Stevenson,Mr.Mrs.Billy May, 
Don Strachan 

Seated back row: M r s . B i l l Pollock,Mrs.Bridget Daniels,Mrs.Sara 
Powers,Mrs.Jean Strachan,Mrs.Powers niece 

Middle row: V i o l e t May,Janet Strachan,Michael Daniels,Eunice 
Robinson,Gladys Daniels,Sadie May,Irene May 

Front row: L o i s Read,Margaret Read,Betty Strachan, 
B i l l Strachan,Jimmy Strachan 

r 



FISKE STREET 
T h i s was a dead-end road with two properties at the end of it.The 
orchard belonged to Humphrey Fiske.who came from England.He batched 
f o r a few years with B i l l y H a l l , i n a small house on h i s property. 
B i l l y moved to the Lewes orchard where he was employed by Mr.Lewes 
on that orchard and a l s o t h e i r home orchard on Sandy H i l l ( G a r t r e l 1 Rd) 
Humphrey married Rose Moore.(The Moores had come from Penticton and 
l i v e d i n the Gray house on Paradise F l a t s ) They had a family of three. 
The orchard at the top of the road had a succession of owners.The 
Galloways,the Drewitts,the Clements,the Kadamas and the Kubakawas. 
The Galloways'moved to town and then to Vancouver.The Drewitts moved 
to t h e i r orchard on Giants Head road about 1915.They l i v e d there 
f o r the r e s t of t h e i r l i v e s and l a t e r t h i s property belonged to 
Fred Cl a r k e . 
The Clements had two children,Nora and A l l a n . A l l a n was k i l l e d in 
World War 2.Both Mr.& Mrs.Clements were i n t e r e s t e d i n the operatic 
s o c i e t y and he was a sin g e r . 
The Kadamas and Kubakawas grew tomatoes,cucumbers and egg-plants 
commercially.They were exceedingly generous to a l l t h e i r neighbours 
Tomie Kubakawa i s Mrs.David Aoki of Trout Creek, 

Mrs.Strachan, Mrs.Fenwick, 
Janet Strachan,Rose F i s k e 
Trudy M i t c h e l l ( c h i l d ) 

JOHANSON 

Gus and Irene Johanson came from 
Princeton i n the 1930's.They 
bought the Harvey Phinney orchard 
on Andrews Ave. 
They a l s o r a i s e d c a t t l e and had a 
barn and pasture adjacent to the 
Monro pastures. 
They had a son and daughter,and 
a f t e r some years moved to Armstrong 
to go i n f o r mixed farming. 

The Johansons kept 
t h e i r c a t t l e on the 
Bald Range i n the 
summer. 
P i c t u r e above: 
Irene Johanson and 
Kay Read.on the Bald 
Range T r a i l 



BARNARD 

Fred Barnard worked f o r R.S.Monro.In 1911 the f u t u r e Mrs.Barnard 
came from England and they were married at the Mountford house 
on Paradise Flat.They l i v e d at f i r s t i n the tent house that 
the Monros had occupied on a r r i v a l i n Peach Valley.They moved 
to the house on the Evans property,and then to the orchard 
next to the J.A.Read property on H i l l b o r n S t . 
They had s e v e r a l horses,one of these had been a race horse 
named "Big Donnie".They a l s o had a small pony named " L i t t l e 
Donnie" the pet of the neighbourhood c h i l d r e n . 
Mrs.Barnard died suddenly of a b o i l infection,and Sam Barnard 
and Dorothy and t h e i r f a t h e r Fred went to the s t a t e s to l i v e . 
That was probably i n the l a t e 1920's.Dr.Andrews purchased the 
orchard and the l i t t l e cottage was rented out. 

DANIELS 

Frank and Bridget Daniels came from I r e l a n d i n the l a t e 1920's 
with t h e i r two c h i l d r e n Michael and Gladys.They l i v e d i n the 
Andrews house,and Frank was employed at the Experimental S t a t i o n . 
L a t e r they moved to lower town and operated the Daniels Grocery. 
Frank a l s o worked at the Box Factory f o r a while.They had a 
large f a m i l y a l l of whom grew up i n Summerland.Michael was k i l l e d 
i n World War 2. 
A f t e r they sold the s t o r e they moved to West Summerland to l i v e 
and both l i v e d there u n t i l the l a t e 70's or e a r l y 80's. 

LEWIS 

George and Mary Lewis came from Alberta and f i r s t l i v e d on 
Paradise F l a t , t h e n moved to the former Robinson house on 
H i l l b o r n S t . Two c h i l d r e n Richard and Kathleen were born there. 
George worked on orchards and l a t e r became employed at the 
Research S t a t i o n . He purchased land at Trout Creek Point and 
b u i l t a very a t t r a c t i v e log cabin. Two more c h i l d r e n William 
and Margery completed t h e i r f a m i l y . 
The house was enlarged and surrounded by a t t r a c t i v e gardens. 
Both George and Mary took an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n Community 
a f f a i r s , a n d a l s o were g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the outdoors and 
rock hounding. 

CARTWRIGHT 

Harold and Kathleen Cartwright l i v e d f o r some years i n the 
Andrew house,after they came from Powell R i v e r . Kathleen was 
the former Kathleen Monro,the youngest of that family when 
they a r r i v e d i n Summerland from S a l t Lake. 
Harold was a veteran and a brother of Mrs.Stan Turner. The 
Turners,from Y o r k s h i r e l i v e d a f i r s t on Paradise F l a t and f o r 
a while i n the house owned by Roger T i n g l e y . Harold and 
Kathleen had an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n the Canadian Legion. 



John Arthur Read and 
Horace Read came from 
Hull Yorkshire,England 
in 19.11. 
They landed i n Boston 
U.S. and came across 
Canada by tram.Stopped 
f i r s t at Walhachin.near 
Kamloops.then came to 
Summerland to family 
f r i e n d s . t h e Richard Chew 
f a m i l y , P r a i r i e V a l l e y . 

Arthur purchased property.ten acres of uncleared land i n Peach V a l l e y , 
on H i l l b o r n Road. T h i s i s now c a l l e d H i l I t o p Farms. Horace bought an 
orchard on Jones F l a t . They spent t h e i r f i r s t winter i n a tent on 
the Chew property. 
The next two years were spent i n S e a t t l e where they found employment. 
Arthur was a bookeeper f o r the u n i v e r s i t y club. In 1915 h i s f i a n c e 
came from Y o r k s h i r e . She was Mary Er a s e r from Withernsea and she 
came to L i l l o e t to the ranch of some f r i e n d s Mr.Mrs.J.Lahore. They 
were married i n Ashcroft and returned to S e a t t l e . I n J u l y 1914 they ^ 
came to the Okanagan,coming down the lake on the f i r s t t r i p of the 
Sicamous. A f t e r a short time on the orchard they moved to West 
Summerland where the Read Bros, s t a r t e d a garage. I t was located 
where the Review and B u l l e t i n O f f i c e i s , now. (1982) 
Mac Kuroda and family l i v e d on the orchard during t h i s time. 
About 1920 they returned to the orchard i n Peach V a l l e y . The garage 
business was run by H.Read who was by then married to Alma Hendrickson 
of S e a t t l e . They l i v e d i n a house behind the garage. 
The f i r s t house on the Peach V a l l e y property was located on a r i s e 
at the f a r side of the orchard.with a view of the Experimental 
Station.During the 20's t h i s house was torn down and another one 
s t a r t e d over near the road ( H i l l b o r n S t ) The reason f o r the move 
was the lack of water and e l e c t r i c i t y on the f a r side of the orchard. 
Arthur Read worked as a bookeeper f o r many business's i n the e a r l y 
1930's including a h a l f day,every day at the Gro c e t e r i a . I n the 
very e a r l y days he had worked f o r the Stark Supply Co and t r i e d h i s 
hand at any a v a i l a b l e jobs. I n 1940 he purchased the business of 
the Summerland B u i l e t i n and Insurance from Percy Knowles. The orchard 
was sold to John Manning from the Experimental S t a t i o n . The Reads 
bought a house and property on Giants Head Road, (the Dale house) 
Mrs.Read was l i k e other Peach V a l l e y women an a c t i v e worker i n the 
orchards at pic k i n g time. Everyone shared t h e i r f r u i t and b e r r i e s 
so there was l o t s of jam and f r u i t to be preserved. Afternoon teas ^ 
were i n s t y l e i n those days,so l o t s of good things were baked both ( 
for the teas and for neighborhood p a r t i e s i n the various homes. 
Milk was purchased from the Robinsons for IOC a quart with a f r e e 
p i n t of cream on Sundays 1 
nr.Read belonged to the o p e r a t i c s o c i e t y and played i n the orchestra for a l l 
the e a r l y G i l b e r t & S u l l i v a n performances.Mrs.Read became a c t i v e i n the 
Womens Aux.to the Legion.Three Daughters.Kathleen,Margaret.and L o i s . 







GOOD ADVICE — PLANT A TREE 
Tak ing their own good advice some supervision by another Robinson is a well-known 
are members of the Pen- member, Joyce Brown. The Pen t i c t on g a r d e n e r and 
l ic tonBeaut i f icat ion Council. ' b eau t i f i c a t i on c o u n c i l i s former nurse ryman , whose. 
Member Mickey B e l l i s seen promoting Arbor IVIonth in work has inspired many to 
nlanting a tree given to her Apr i l , encouraging residents beautify their gardens. The 
by George Robinson, wi th to plant trees a l their homes, , tree is a flowering peach. 

Mr. & Mrs.Robinson 
George Robinson married Edith Burdett 
from Vanderhoof. They had one daughter 
Eunice. 
They l i v e d on H i l l b o r n S t r e e t , t h e i r 
house overlooking t h e i r orchard 
below. 
Mrs.Robinson was fond of growing 
flowers and b e r r i e s and she a l s o 
helped with the f r u i t , p i c k i n g 
during the season. They moved 
to Penticton i n the 1930's to run 
a nursery. 
Mr.Robinson died Dec.24,1982. 
Mrs.Robinson and her daughter 
Eunice Wignes l i v e i n Penticton. 
Mrs.Robinson's s i s t e r Mabel married 
Ted T i n k l e r , a Peach V a l l e y r e s i d e n t . 
They l i v e d on Giants Head Road and 
l a t e r i n Penticton. 



PIONEERS - George Robinson-
C l o s e T o T h e E a r t h A n d P l a n t s F r o m C h i l d h o o d 

At fourteen, George Robinson began work as 
an assistant to a staff of gardenefs on a large Engl ish 
estate. " M y introduction was abrupt," George 
recalls. " T h e head gardener asked me why I had 
selected a profession with a lot of hard work and one 
in which you never cease to l ea rn . " 

Despite this introduction Mr. Robinson says 
that he has enjoyed every moment and the beautiful 
gardens which surround his home indicate that his 
love of horticulture is still dominant in his life. 

Mr. Robinson was born in 1892, near 
"Colchester, England. H e was one of a large family 
and economic conditions of the time forced the boys 

In 1921 George was married and built a small 
house on the property he had obtained in 
Summerland. In January 1922, the couple moved 
into their orchard home. In 1922, George picked 
about 700 boxes of apples for which he received 
$103.00. In 1923»his returns came to a grand total of 
$150.00. 

. " I never kept union hours. T h e horticulturist 
must have immense patience and be prepared for 
hard work -- but it 's a satsifying l i fe . " Mr. 
Robinson's success over the years is living proof of 
this statement. 

In 1932 he movedto Penticton and went into 
partnership with the Penticton Flower Shop and 
Nursery. H i s partner operated the greenhouse and 
George ran the nursery. In October 1935 disaster 
threatened via a severe cold spell. A major part of 
the apple crop was frozen on the trees. 

in the family to commence work at an early age. 
With wages of only eight shillings (about $2.00) a 
week it did not take him long to decide that there was 
little future for him in England. . 

After deciding to come to Canada, George 
worked for several years at low wages in order to 
save enough to pay his passage. H i s dream came 
true in 1913 when he joined his brother in Calgary. . 
H e worked with his brother, who (^crated a window 
cleaning business, until 1921 when he made a visit to 
the Okanagan. As a gardener, the beautiful mild 
valley filled all his dreams. H e decided to settle in 
Summerland, but in order to see the land, he took 
the stage, driven by Warwick Amctt , to Oliver. T h e 
stage was the only means of mail delivery to 
Fairview and south to the border. 

wagon going^to the pacKuq 
, house would be loaded b; 
hand. 

"The industry is entirely 
' different from what it used lo 

be," said Mr. Robinson. He 
oiled the major changes as 
spray irrigation (from the 

j old ditches) and the coming 
of machinery. 

U "We used to spend eight to 
J 10 hours of hard work Ihin-
; ning one apple tree. 

^ ' Now, with spray thinning, 
* that same job is a matter of 

minutes. An acre of trees can 
be done in three hours." 

j The investment then was of 
I time, not money. 
f| "Maybe $250 for a horse, a 
f democrat and a plow. Now, 
ii It's $10, or $12,000 on 

i equipment," said Mr.j 
J[ Robinson. 

Mr. Robinson, an or-
chardist for most of his 87 
years, agrees that the union 
movement is out of hand. 

The whole work ethic has 
changed, he believes. "At 12 
or 14, we went out to work. 
We'd walk two or three 
miles, work a 10-hour day, 
and the wages were poor," 
said Mr. Robinson. 

"P(V>nl'' in Ih'S" '^o'VfMiefrs^ 
HAND WORK 

There was no unem-
. ployment when doing hand 

>; I work, said Mr. Robinson. But 
the machine age, he said, has 
"men standing around and 
looking al one big digger 
doing what many used to do 

r< with a shovel." He said of 
j orchard work, "Kids today 
fl ask, 'What's in it for me'?'^' 
PACKING f r u i t ' 

Mr. Robinson recalls the 
work involved in packing 
fruit. "A good box maker at 
the packing house could nail • 
together 100 boxes a day." lii 
the orchard, Mr. Robinson 
would carry out the boxes of 
fruit on the hillsides, to a 
stone boat on the level. The 

(JKOllflK ROBINSON 

But he thinks people are 
not only softer, they are less 
contented. "No person ' or 
nation trusts another. II all 
boils down to greed — people 
want more and more." 

He said there is not the 
same good will in the world 
today. "It used to be that if a 
grower got sick, his neigh­
bors got in the crop." 

Mr. Logan said, " In the, 
early days, we had to make 
our own amusement and; 
games. Clear the land first,'« 
then make our own games. ̂  
Now, everything is organized j 
for us. f 

"People had a better time 1 
in those days, they were! 
always happy and helped one ! 
another out." 

Bui Mrs. Reid sees things 
differently. "There is more^ 
tolerance, more un-| 
derslanding now among: 
people. In the old days there-; 
was loo much regimentation. 1 
We were brought up so;5 
strictly, we were scared 
almosl to live. People now 
are not so tight." I 

H O 



Ina and Ted 
Atkinson 

Atkinson 

F.E.(Ted)Atkinson and h i s w i f e , I n a b u i l t t h e i r 
home on the h i l l s i d e , s o u t h corner of H i l l b o r n 
and Giants Head Road,overlooking t h e i r cherry 
orchard. 
From 1929 to 1965 Ted was employed at the 
Research S t a t i o n doing experimental work on 
dried fruits,marachino c h e r r i e s , f r u i t j u i c e s , 
f i l l i n g s e t c . 
A f t e r r e t i r i n g from the S t a t i o n he e s t a b l i s h e d 
the "Summerland Sweets" on h i s property. 
Ina has always been very a c t i v e i n the Rebekah 
Lodge. 

H i l l b o r n 

Mr.Hillborn operated the K i l l Kare Farms on Jones F l a t , a 
mini experimental farm. He did not l i v e i n Peach V a l l e y , 
but as a C o u n c i l l o r he had a plan to drai n the pond below 
the Robinson orchard. I t flooded every spring and was known 
as " H i l l b o r n ' s Lake" 
The h i l l to the north east was known as H i l l S i x t y . 
L a t e r i t belonged to Bud Steuart and was a l l orchard. 

Rose 

Mr.Rose l i v e d at the corner of H i l l b o r n and Canyonview Road. 
He had an orchard and h i s house and garden were close to 
the road. He often spoke to the c h i l d r e n when they were 
waiti n g f o r the school bus. 
They c a l l e d him "Daddy Rose" 



CLARKE 

Fred and Mary Clarke came from Macleod,Alta. 
in 1934. They f i r s t l i v e d on Andrews Ave. i n 
the Steuart house,then on the Drewitt property 
on Giants Head Road. 
He l a t e r purchased t h i s property a f t e r both 
Mr.& Mrs.Drewitt died. Fred was an o r c h a r d i s t 
u n t i l 1975. 
They had two daughters Bernice and S h i r l e y . 

P i c t u r e above shows the Drewitt house and 
property i n the e a r l y days. 

UZAWA 

The orchard d i r e c t l y north 
of the Drewitt farm 
belonged to the Uzawas. 
Th e i r house was back 
against the h i l l at 
the end of a long 
driveway. 



Mrs.Drewitt's Chicken House! 

In the 1920's a 17 year old young man from England a r r i v e d i n 
our neighborhood. His name was B i l l Stevens-Burt and h i s family 
had sent him out to see how he could s u r v i v e on h i s own with 
a l i m i t e d amount of money. The idea was to "toughen"him up a 
b i t and subdue h i s exuberent s p i r i t s . 
B i l l found work on the Evans orchard and stayed with the 
J.A.Read fa m i l y . He was a great eater and a f t e r a large meal 
would f i n i s h up with numerous s l i c e s of bread and jam! He was 
only with us for about three weeks or so,but during that time 
we had a windstorm of almost hurricane proportions. 
Mrs.Drewitt's chicken house was blown completely upside down 
so the i r r e p r e s s i b l e B i l l wrote a poem about i t . T h i s poem 
was published i n the Review and Mrs.Drewitt was not amused! 
She never did f i n d out the author. 
Two of the l i n e s were; 

c 
"The winds came when no one knew i t 
"Least of a l l poor Mrs.D ..! 



(%^34S'OD» Elspeth Dunn's marriage to Alexander Muil 
March 29,1921 

Friends and neighbors at the home of the A l i c k McGowans.They were 
married by Rev.Alexander of the Summerland Presbyterian Church. 
Best man was Mr.Cameron Barr,of Paradise F l a t 
Flower g i r l was S h e i l a McGowan 

L e f t to r i g h t : 

1 s t . row: Mrs.W.A.Alexander,Rev.W.A.Alexander,Miss Nel l F i s h e r , 
Margaret Smith,Mr.Mrs.Alexander Muil,Cameron and S h e i l a 
McGowan,Mrs.McGowan,Alister McGowan,Eric Johnson 

2nd. row: Mr.Mrs.Drewitt,Hr.Cameron Barr,Mrs.J.Wood,Mrs.A.Munn, 
Mrs.J.S.Ritchie,Miss C.Pollock,Mrs.A.Moyes,Miss J . S i n c l a i r , 
Mr.A.McGowan,Mrs.G.Johnson,Mr.Rose,Mr.G.Johnson 

3rd. row: Mrs.A.Smith,Mr.R.Pollock,Mr.A.Moyes 

The Muils had an orchard on Paradise F l a t for a few years and then 
returned to Scotland. I think t h e i r orchard was nest to the Fenwick 
property. 
The McGowans l i v e d on t h e i r orchard on H i l l b o r n Road,kitty corner 
from Mr.Rose's orchard. The Drewitts l i v e d on t h e i r farm along 
Giants Head Road. 
The Johnsons l i v e d around the corner from McGowans,on Happy V a l l e y Rd. 
Mr.Johnson was bookeeper at the Experimental S t a t i o n u n t i l h i s r e t i r e ­
ment. They a l s o had a cherry orchard and extensive gardens around t h e i r 
home which overlooked Trout Creek. They had one son E r i c who l i v e s i n 
Kelowna (1983) The McGowans l e f t Summerland i n the e a r l y t h i r t i e s . 



, . Friends and family joined in a 
special celebration as Sumpierland 
pioneer Jack Imayoshi celebrated 
his lOOth birthday here earlier this 
^onth. 
' The United Church ha l l in 
Summerland was the sild of the 
gathering April 8 as friends came 
to offer theit good wishes to Mr. 
Imayoshi, who has lived here for 
more than 75 years. 

The celebration followeo a wor­
ship service of the combined con­
gregations of Summerlahd and 
Kelowna Japanese United Church, 
where Mr. Imayoshi is a long­
time trlember. The service Was led 
by Rev. Osamu Kasahara of 
Kelowha. 

Brute HaSkins, a friend of the 
family, spoke of Mr. Imayoshi's 
ispirit of adventure and (aith in 
God; Gerda and Ray.mond Jaster 
ftt)' ' a Gospel numbo- tod Mr. 
Kak. presented Mr. Imayoshi 
With a gift on behalf of the 
Okanagan Japanese United 
Church. 

Rev. Neil Parker offered a 
of thanks and Rev. O, 

kaisahara spoke of Mr, Imayoshi's 
long life of service. A former 
neighbour, Maureen Rob^rge re-
jiailcd the old days, when she re­
ceived much good advice from 

Imayoshi. 

; '|*releferams of congratulation re-
i leived from Prime Minister Brian 

vlutrohey. Premier B i l l Vandcr 
^ i m , Lieutenant-Governor David 
L'am; leader of thCf New 
bemoc ra t i c Party Audrey 
McLaughlin and Sunrmerland 
Mayor Bob Shewfelt and council. 
Were fead by M.C. Rev. Kuich 
Ifliayoshi. 

Joining Mr. Imayoshi in the 
celebration were members of his 
family: son Sam; daughter and 
s^*^n- law Michiko and Jack 

' of Abbotsford; daughter 
id son-in-law p r i Yosh 

K& hi. North Bay and son. 
Rev. KJutch Imayoshi, Vancouver. 
Illness ^prevented daughter Sumiko 
and her hu.sband Yosh Arai of 

PIONEER J A C K IMAYOSHI 
Vancouver from attendirig. Mr . ' 
Imayoshi's wifdof68 years passed ' 
away a yearagp last September. I 

^ 5 







CANYON VIEW ROAD. 

1 > 

I n the e a r l y days Canyon View Road was an i s o l a t e d area. The Monro 
f ( V) property extended that f a r and a house was constructed f o r the 
v S * ^ oldest Monro son Claude,and h i s w i f e and three g i r l s . 

Alec Monro and h i s w i f e Ada l i v e d i n t h i s house f o r some years, l a t e r 
moving to an orchard i n Penticton. They had one son. Ada Monro came 
from Barnston I s . i n the Fr a s e r River and was a stenographer at the 
Experimental Station.At that time she boarded with Hr.Mrs.George 
Robinson. ' 
Lewis. Buck and Adeline Lewis l i v e d f u r t h e r back not f a r from 
the KVR. They l a t e r b u i l t a l a r g e r house next to the Monro's on 
Canyon View Rd. The f i r s t house they l i v e d in had been the o r i g i n a l 
home of the Blaeklocks.Louis Smith occupied t h i s house when he 
f i r s t came to Peach V a l l e y . 
J.A.Kirk. In the very e a r l y days the orchards following along the 
top of Trout Creek Canyon were owned by a surveyor Hr.Kirk. The 
Imayoshi family bought t h i s property and extended the orchards, 
they s t i l l l i v e there (1982) 

. Going east towards the bridge there were s e v e r a l small houses. The 
B e l l s from Faulder 1ived there at one time,also the Taskers. When 
the Nat Hay family came from I r e l a n d they l i v e d i n one of these 
Houses. Nat was brother of B i l l y May of Trout Creek,and was employed 
i n the gardens at the Experimental S t a t i o n . 
Kitigawa. This family l i v e d next to the McGowan orchard,on property 
overlooking the KVR bridge. They grew f r u i t and vegetables. 
Neve. Reginald Neve and fam i l y l i v e d overlooking the ra i l w a y bridge 
and came there i n 1907. The i r house sat back on the h i l l and the 
orchards extended down to the road to the east and to the southwest 
They had a family of six,two daughters and four sons. Their grandson 
Peter Cotton became a well-known a r t i t e c t . 
F a i r s . T h i s orchard located beside the Neves had an absentee owner. 

I t was reached by a bridge over the t r a c k s . 

S U M M E R L A N D — R e g nald Neve, 
one of the ear ly settlers n S u m m e r -
land died a t New Wes ninster, r e ­
cently. He ' h a d reached the age of 
81. S ince 1907 had re,sidt»d i n S u m ­
mer land u n t i l j u s t recently, when 
he went to the Coast. 

He purchai^ed a f ru i t o rchard I n 
those ear ly days, near T r o u t Creek 
Canyon close to the G i a n t ' s Head , 
i n the v i c in i ty of the present C . P . 
R. bridge. T h e orchard wa.s deve l ­
oped dur ing the ensuing years to 
be commercial ly valuable and was > 
only recently .sold, ' 

Mr. Neve had been a commerc ia l 
travel ler, work ing out of Winnipeg , 
I n ti ie early days and came to S t u n - « 
mer land to enjoy the mi lder c l imate ' 
and part ic ipate i n the f ru i t growing 
business. 

Surv i v ing h i m are two daughters, 
Mrs. N. Tunbr idge . of Vernon, a n d 
Mr.s. P. Cotton, V . I . ; four sons, E d ­
mund, of Coqu i t l am: Haro ld , o f 
Cumber land, and F r e d and Rex , of 
Calgary: and one grandson, R. S a v -
ary. of G r a n d Forks . j 4<| 

T h e funeral was conducted hej ' 
last Sunday afternoon i n S t , S t ep l 
e n s Angl ican c h u r c h by the R e 
L J T a t h a m . 

Eva Johnson,Lois and 
Kathleen Read.Hiking 

A log crossing on 
Trout Creek 

i n h i l l s across Trout Creek Margaret Read 



K e t t l e V a l l e y passenger 
t r a i n passing through 
Peach V a l l e y on route 
to Vancouver,about 1916 

View from bridge on Okanagan 
Express r i d e to Princeton,May 21,1983 

F a v o r i t e swimming place 
f o r Peach V a l l e y young 
people.Trout Creek below 
the Imayoshi orchards. 

Mary Clark and 
Kathleen Read 



PARADISE FLATS 

Peach V a l l e y was comprised of the bench land between Trout Creek and 
Paradise F l a t s . In the e a r l y days Paradise F l a t s was a l l planted to 
f r u i t also,but i t was a b i t colder and some p a r t s were subject to f r o s t s . 
The Mountford property was at the entrance to the Golf Course and 
extended back against the mountain. They were c l o s e l y t i e d i n with l i f e 
i n Peach V a l l e y , e s p e c i a l l y i n winter when they organized s l e i g h i n g 
p a r t i e s . These always ended up with hot food prepared by Mrs.Mountford. 
Mr. & Mrs.Cope and son C e c i l had a house and extensive land where the 
chicken farms are now (1982) George Cope was conductor f o r the e a r l y 
musical choral s o c i e t y and the o p e r a t i c s o c i e t y . They had a cottage 
at the foot of Peach Orchard on the beach. 
Dumhams l i v e d near Mountfords and Fenwicks and Cameron Barr c l o s e r 
to the West Summerland S t a t i o n . 
Overlooking Peach V a l l e y were the Bennett's l i v e d , t h e Atchison then 
the Grays with t h e i r son Sid and daughter B e t t y . The Moyes l i v e d 
on the orchard that l a t e r became the Tony Holler property. May and 
Harvey M i t c h e l l l a t e r l i v e d i n that area too. 
There probably are others whose names I have forgotten. We often 
went to Paradise F l a t s to r i d e horses as there was so much open 
space. In winter i t was the custom to s l e i g h r i d e down from the 
top of the h i l l on Paradise F l a t s i n t o the Peach V a l l e y below. 

K.K. 

/9si> 

r ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ ' T o ? ^ early start, a bigge? 
membership, and an improved course, wen 
laid by a small but enthusiasttc meeting of th > 
Summerland Golf Club last week. Howard 1 

jPruden is the new president, MJuiwie) At the Mountfords 
Margaret and Kay Read, 
Marion Monro 

t-enwick, vice-president, and Mrs, Bert^ 
Berry, secretaly-treasurer. The new execu^l 

so far. 



T H E EARLY YEARS 

This late 1920s early 30s shot looks 
from Paradise Flats across the or­
chards towards Trout Creek Canyon 
and the railway tressle connecting the 
side sides of the chasm. Ironically, a 

cold winter frost devastated much of 
the orchard region about the same 
time, paving the way for the land's fu­
ture use as a golf course. Photo cour­
tesy of E m (Mountford) Poulsom. 

E a r l y 1930's 
In s i d e the rocky ( v o l c a n i c ) b l u f f s , 
across from the Summerland Golf Course, 
on Paradise F l a t s . 
Madeleine Hunt,Berol Atkinson, 
J a n i e Simpson,Margaret Read. 



Mr.& Mrs.A.Moyes 

Mr.Andy Fenwick,hauling 
f r u i t with a stoneboat. 

Joan Bennett daughter of 
Mr.8 Mrs.E.R.Bennett. 
E r n i e Bennett grew p r i z e 
g l a d i o l i i n f i e l d s on 
Paradise F l a t s . 



T H E E A R L Y YEARS 

This photo was taken in 1919 and shows from left, back residences of the Mountfords. Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson 
row, Mrs. Nicholson, Mrs. Mountford, Mr. Ern ie , were parents of Jane, Frances, William and Jack. Mr. 
Mountford and Mr. Verne Nicholson. In the front row and Mrs. Mountford were parents of Emily, Len and 
are Len and Emily Mountford. Presumably taken at the Gordon. Photo from Thomas Marcham album. Man 
Paradise Flat home of the Mountford family. Note the Orr acknowledges assistance of several people h 
flag pole on the left. It was raised at each of the preparing the text. 



SUMMER TIME FUN PEACH VALLEY STYLE. 
In the e a r l y days i n Peach V a l l e y , a s i n other pa r t s of Summerland 
and the Okanagan,there was not a great deal of t r a v e l l i n g . The 
Okanagan was quite an i s o l a t e d v a l l e y . 
Most summer days were spent working on the orchards,as there was 
never-ending jobs to be done. But on Sunday afternoon there was 
a wholesale exodus to the beaches at Trout Creek. Powell Beach 
had yet to be named and i t was Mr.Verity's l i t t l e joke to walk up 
the beach and t e l l a l l the p i c n i c k e r s that the "rent was now due" 
T h i s was an occasion f o r great merriment. 
The people who u s u a l l y came to bathe and p i c n i c were from Paradise 
Flats,Peach V a l l e y and Trout Creek.Huge p i c n i c baskets were brought 
along and everybody had a wonderful time. My Mother's s p e c i a l i t y 
was a "ham and egg p i e " 

. X Many summer days the c h i l d r e n i n Peach V a l l e y would climb down the 
h i l l s i d e and walk through Trout Creek to the beach,and then climb 
home again up the h i l l s a f t e r a day of swimming. 
S p e c i a l events were held at Crescent Beach which had s u i t a b l e space 
i n the e a r l y days f o r s p o r t s , e t c . There was even a grandstand i n 
the very e a r l y days. There were a l s o cottages to rent and that was 
a big event i f one were lucky enough to spent a week at Crescent 
Beach. The long wharf was there i n those days f o r d i v i n g o f f . 
The beaches f a c i n g south to Penticton were a l s o a v a i l a b l e f o r public 
use and p i c n i c s . 
Another i n t e g r a l part of growing up i n Peach V a l l e y was v i s i t i n g the 
Experimental S t a t i o n , t h e gardens and greenhouses,the l i v e s t o c k a l l 
were an endless d e l i g h t . Crossing the ra i l w a y bridge was our access, 
and a somewhat dangerous one as there were l o t s of t r a i n s i n those 
days! The 3rd of June{Queens birthday May 24th)Kings birthday p i c n i c 
was held y e a r l y on the lawns and was a very s p e c i a l event. 
The log cabin was used f o r many Saturday night dances f o r years,when 
the boarding-house was i n operation at the Farm. Also the p u t t i n g -
greens were extremely popular. I n winter thay had a small skating 
rink,and a l s o a soccer f i e l d was i n use f o r many years. 
Most of the people i n Peach V a l l e y found employment at the Experimental 
Station,so t r a v e l l e d back and f o r t h across the bridge d a i l y . 
Ted Atkinson did experiments i n f r u i t - d r y i n g i n the H o r t i c u l t u r a l 
b u i l d i n g s e v e r a l summers and that gave employment to some of us too. 
We discovered a f i n e swimming hole i n Trout Creek,below the 
Imayoshi property and spent a l o t of time there on hot days. When 
we were younger we b u i l t playhouses on the h i l l s i d e s , c a r r i e d 
m a t e r i a l f o r miles,and e n t e r t a i n i n g our mothers f o r " t e a " ! ! ! 
The cement and t i n flumes provided a f i n e place to play i n the water 
a l l summer. Even the ad u l t s l i k e d a dip i n the " d i t c h " a f t e r 
working on a hot orchard. 

K.K. 



Passenger Train on 
Trout Greek Canyon Bridge 



Margaret Pruden 
Betty F i s h e r 
Marion Derosier 
Kay Kennedy 
Sam Drozdowich 
May M i t c h e l l 
L o i s Drozdowich 
Tomi Aoki 

In June 1982 a group of former Peach V a l l e y 
r e s i d e n t s and t h e i r spouses,gathered at the 
home of Mr.& Mrs.J.Strachan i n Trout Creek. 

The occasion was a v i s i t from Mr. & Mrs.George 
Strachan from New Zealand. George grew up i n 
Peach V a l l e y and began h i s h o r t i c u l t u r a l career 
at the Research Station,Summerland. 

Mr. S Mrs.George Strachan 
Tomi Aoki 
Ina Atkinson 



Toad. & Masoa Aoki 
HaTTey Mitchell 
Nora Strachan 
Jimm Strachan 
lay Mitchell 
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Pioneer Family 
of 

James Ritchie 

Compiled by 
Margaret Ritchie Brown 

Catherine Ritchie Maxwel l 



An aerial view of the towisite of Sunmerland,B.C. 
and "Giants Head" momitain.(l977) 

Courtesy of the Suramerland Review 



JAMES C.RITCHIE 

Reeve of Summerland (1911 and 191^) 



JAMES C\>. B i L L R I T C H I E 

James C. R i t c h i e i i r r i v e d i n Summerland 
from P i l o t Mound,Han. i n J- imr 1903 
He bought the B a r c l a y home nch of 
22 a c r e s , a l s o the = id jo in ing p re - empt i on 
on G i a n t ' s Head Mtn. I n 190^ he moved 
to Summerland and bought f u r t h e r p r e ­
emptions i n G a r n e t t V a l l e y . He a l s o 
a c q u i r e d the ^ S ) a c r e I n d i a n Rese r ve 
which b e G a r i e V/est Summerland i n 1906 
M r . R i t c h i e m r r i e d Margaret F i n d l a y 
daughter o f M r . & M r s . J . C . F i n d l ' . y , 
o f Mani tou,Man. i n 1905 



WHO MADE OKANAeAN HISTORY JAMES CAMPBELL RITC 

ToTirToixna M e n s h a l l s e e Y i s i o n s " 
ROM the time he first saw the Okanagan 
in 1902, James Ritchie had no doubt about 
its fruit-growing possibilities. This young 

Ontario-born Manitoba farmer was so certain 
he was right that he was soon busy with ambitious 
schemes for land development. Below his newly 
acquired home at Summerland was Siwash Flat , 
an Indian Reservation. He bought and sub­
divided it, and " the F l a t " became West Summer-
land—an important section of the Okanagan's 
orchard lands. As befitted a pioneer who had the 
interests of his community at heart, James 
Ritchie associated himself with various activities. 
I t was largely through his efforts that the Kettle 
Valley Railway was brought to West Summerland 
— a community whose progressive history has 
more than vindicated the vision of its founder. 

As far back as 1909—from the very infancy of 
B.C.'x fruit-growing inilustry, the Okanagan 
Investments Ltd. and Okanagan Trust 
Compttny have taken an active interest in 
its growth, aiding especially in the financial 
aspects of the industry's de%>elopment. 

OKANAGAN 
INVESTMENTS ITDi 

MID 
O m N A G A N T R U S T 

C O M P A N Y 

H E A D O F F I C E 

KELOWNA. SC . 
B R A N C H O F F I C E 

PENTICTON. B.C. 



A 90th. Birthday Presentation, given by Mrs, Clarke Wilkin on 
behalf of the Summerland Baptist Church. Mrs,(Ritchie) Stephens 
was the last of the charter members of the church. 

Mr. James Ritchie passed away 
in Summerland June I9,I939« 

Mrs, Ritchie was re-married i n 
1957 to Mr. M.M.Stephens of 
Prince Rupert. 

Mr. Stephens passed away i n 1962. 

Mrs.(Ritchie)Stephens passed away 
in Burnaby,B.C. October 26,1970, 

If Mr-and Mrs.J-G.Ritchie 19^^ 





m,and MRS.J.C.xRITGHIE - on their wedding day, 
April 20,1905 

Their family of four were born at their Parkdale residence. 

William Ronald 
Margaret Elizabeth 
Catherine Maud 
James Findlay- (died at I6 months) 





— ^ 

THE BARCLAY RANCH HOUSE - PARKDALE 

The Barclay Ranch House was o r i g i n a l l y owned by 
David Lloyd-Jones and was located below Jones F l a t 
near the present Logie Road. 

In 1890, Mr. Geo. N. Barclay of London, England 
bought the Lloyd-Jones holdings, i n c l u d i n g the Ranch 
House. He moved the Ranch House to i t s present s i t e 
by P r a i r i e Creek, on South V i c t o r i a Rd. 

In 1902 the Summerland Development Co. bought 
the home and property of 22 acres from Mr. Barclay. 
The following year 1903, the home and property was 
sold to Mr. James R i t c h i e . The Ranch House became 
known as "Parkdale" in 1905, residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
James R i t c h i e . 

The name "PARKDAIS" was given by Mrs. Ritchie. I t had been a custom 
in the Findlay family to name their homes. 



I " I 
T H E INDIAN RESERVE - SIWASH F L A T 

The 350 acre s i t e of West Summerland was an Indian Reserve, 
Siwash F l a t i n 1904. The above p i c t u r e shows a large part 
of the Reserve below Parkdale which was surveyed i n 1906, 
into orchard p r o p e r t i e s and the town-site of West Summerland. 
The Reserve had two Indian cabins on i t , one of which was 
occupied by the Antoine P i e r r e family. 

Mr. James R i t c h i e purchased the Reserve through the Indian 
Agent, at Vernon, B.C., who negotiated with the Dominion and 
P r o v i n c i a l governments. The amicable agreement gave the 
Indians a pre-emption west, a l s o l i v e s t o c k plus a money 
settlement. Mr. R i t c h i e obtained t i t l e to t h i s t r a c t i n 1905 





Mr. ^ a m e s R i t c h i e 

Mr". James R i t c h i e a r r i v e d i n the community i n 1903 frxjm 
P i l o t Mound, Manitoba. He bought the former Ba r c l a y ranch house 
(which s t i l l i s loc a t e d on South V i c t o r i a Road) along with the 
ranch of 22 a c r e s . He then pre-empted the land on Gia n t ' s Head. 

James R i t c h i e bought a large portion o f GarnetiC V a l l e y 
v*iich he sub-divided i n t o t e n - and twenty-acre l o t s . He dfjveiop-
ed the Garnett V a l l e y Lumber Company and i n s t a l l e d a s y s t t ^ of 
flumes t o c a r r y i r r i g a t i o n wat.er to these p a r c e l s of land. 

I n 1905, Mr. R i t c h i e obtained t i t l e t o the 350 acre 
Indian Reserve No. 3) by an exchange of property plus a monetary 
settlement. He sub-divided t h i s property and develo^jed the town-
s i t e , naming i t West Summerland, and s e t a s i d e l o t s f o r a 

.^.Municipal H a l l and f o r three prospective churches. 
L a r g e l y through the e f f o r t s of Mr-. R i t c h i e , the survey 

plans f o r the K e t t l e V a l l e y R a i l r o a d were changed, i n order to 
b r i n g r a i l s e r v i c e t o West Suramerland. 

I. 
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. l iy Ted Logie 
James Campbell Ritchie 

was one of the Counciliors in 
Summerland's first Council, 
all elected by acclamation, It 
is interesting to note that of 
the four Goimciilors all 
became Reeves, at one time or 
another, with the exception of 
.J,R. Brown. He no doubt, 
would also have assumed that 
position if he hadn't deserted 
the Council Chamber to 
become Indian Agent. 

J i m Ritchie came from Pilot 
Mound, Manitoba, and his 
first visit to the Okanagan 

,was in 1903 at which time he 
bought the Barclay holdings 
and pre-empted the land that 
largely covers Giant's Head. 
His Barclay property didn't go 
down to^ West Summerland 
proper, as that was Indian 
Reserve, but extended in a 
South-Westerly direction 
toward the Reservoir and at 
one time included the land 

\y occupied by the 
" t y t i Station, presently the 

Museum. 
He returned to Summer-

land in 1904 to take charge of 
his own property, and in 1906 
he bought pre-emption.s of the 
Garnet t . and Dunsdon 
Brothers, and formed the 
Garnett Valley Land 
Company of which Mr. G.A. 
Mc Williams was the first 
secretary. The property was 
divided into ten-acre lots and 
water was obtained from the 
dam in Garnett Valley, but 
ti>ere was still the S20 acres of 
Indian Reserve to contend 
with. Th is was oil Siwash F lat 
and surrounded by orchards 
or property about to be 
planted. Representation was 
made to both the Provincial 
and Dominion Governments 
that this ResefVe, oeeapied by 
only tone• family, thfe Pierres, 
stood in the way of progress 
and eventually by land trad­
ing, some cash, and as I 
remember it, a horse or 
horses and a buggy, J i m 

• Ritchie obtained title to this 
land where West Summerland 
now stands. 

In 1907 this property was 
• sub-divided, some into 

ten-acre lota and the rest into 
, town lots. The first building 
i erected was a branch of the 

SumiB«risnd Supply, Co. — 
J . E . Phtaney being manager. 

This building is now occupied 
by Laidlaw and Company, The 
Garnett Valley Land Co, 
occupied a building on the 
west end of Main Street which 
afterwards became Smith and 
Henry's office, and is now torn 
down. 

1 was most intcterested in a 
picture of our first Municipal 
Hall in West Summerland 
which appeared in a recent 
issue of the "Review". The 
upper town was being built up 
quite rapidly while the lower 
town was more or less at a 
stand sti l l , fire having taken 
its toU.The Council had been 
talking about the wisdom of 
moving for some time and 
eventually decided to follow 
the crowd and purchase some 
property in West Summer-
land. A t a Council meeting on 
March 17, 1910 it was moved 
by Mr. C . J . Thompson, 
seconded by Mr, J . R . Brown, 
that the Council purchase Lot 
# 32. B lk #58 D.L. 3634, 
Parkdale for the sum of $200. 
Mr. Ritchie kindly presented 
the Municipality with a free 
deed to the adjoining proper­
ty, Lot #31, and this is where 
the present F i re Hall now 
stands, I wonder how much 
those lots could sell for now! 

A contract to build the 
Municipal Hall was let to the 
Nelson Brothers for the price 
of $25. This donation of a lot to 
the Municipality was only one 
of the generous gestures by 
Mr. Ritchie. More about this 
gentleman later. 

By Ted Logie 

The area of Janies Ritchie's 
land investments in Upper 
Summerland was first known 
as Siwash Flat because of the 
Indian Reservation there, and 
even now the Old Timers in 
the community call it "The 
F la t " . 

When James Ritchie added 
this reserve to his other 
holdings he called it Parkdale, 
and later it became West 
Summerland. 

Ths name changing was 
quite the usual thing in the ; 
Okanagan, for example, the ; 
lake just south of Penticton 
was originally called Lac du 
Chien. then Dog Lake, and \ 
ended up as Skaha Lake — 
Skaha being the Shusway 
word for dog, 

Mr. Ritchie had a wonderful 
community spirit. Anything 
and everything that he con­
sidered in the interests of this 
new development he support­
ed whole-heartedly as is evi­
dent by the number of or­
ganizations that claimed his 
attention. 

in 1907 he was elected, by 
acclamation, to Summerland's 
first council and held that 
position through 1910 and 
serve as Reeve through 1914. 
He was, in 1904, one of the 
original shareholders in the 
Summerland Supply Com­
pany L td . 

in 1906, the main building • 
of Okanagan College was built 
on land donated by Mr. Rit­
chie, as he had pre-empted 
this Giant's Head property in 
1903 and classes were started 
here in 1907. This was what 
was called the "Boys" building 
and Doctor Everet t W. Saw 
yer was principal. In 1910, the 
"Ladies" building was built 
with Miss McLeod in charge. 
This building stil l stands, 
although the "Boys " building 
burned to the ground several 
years ago. 

Mrk, Ritchie was a Baptist 
but that didn't prevent him., 
from assisting other deoomina ' 
tions in what he considered 

their good work. He realized 
that a church, no matter what 
the religion, had a civilizing 
effect on the community and 
land donations were made for 
building purposes, not oniy to 
the Baptist Church but to the 
Anglican and the Presbyter­
ian Church, 

The Municipality was not 
the only one to be the recipi­
ent of his generosity. The 
Anglicans, at this time, had a 
small edifice where the ceme­
tery is now situated. 

Mr. P.H. Latimer, C E B C L S 
of Penticton did the surveying 
for this new town-site. A start 
had to be made and it was, the 
first survey post being driven 
in the lane behind the house 
where the Ar t Simpson's now 
live. Al l of West Summerland 
or Parkdale, take your choice, 
radiates from this landmark, 
and sometimes if you feel so 
inclined to survey West Sum­
merland, that's the place to 
start. 

I don't imagine for a mo­
ment that J i m Ritchie, in the 
parlance of the race track, 
was playing all religions "acr­
oss the board" to make a sure 
thing of future security. He 
was too good a Baptist to be 
bothered with that. His natur­
al instinct told him that Chur­
ches were, good for his new 
townsite and all he did was to 
give them a shove in the right 
direction. 

Summerland Review July 15,1976 and July 22,1976 





THE KETTLE VALLEY RAILWAY TO SUmERLAND 

The construction of a K e t t l e V a l l e y equipment 

depot i n West Summerland i n 1911, brought high hopes of 

r a i l s e r v i c e to the community of Summerland. B u i l t i n 

advance of the K e t t l e V a l l e y Railway l i n e , the depot 

in d i c a t e d the i n t e n t i o n of r a i l a u t h o r i t i e s to p r o j e c t 

the l i n e through the d i s t r i c t , probably i n the very near 

future. The long red b u i l d i n g was adjacent to the r i g h t 

of way, and was to be used s o l e l y for K.V.R. equipment. 

I t stood as a landmark on the north s i d e of the townsite 

(now J u b i l e e Road) for many years and was commonly known 

as the "Red Bui l d i n g " . 

P r i o r to the i n i t i a l s t a r t on the l i n e , J u l y 10, 

1910, the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway by an agreement, had 

join e d the K.V.R. i n the construction e f f o r t , in order 

to f a c i l i t a t e the undertaking. The K.V.R., as a sub­

s i d i a r y , would have complete charge of construction, the 

C.P.R., through a f i n a n c i a l arrangement would a s s i s t . 

In planning the route the C.P.R. President, S i r Thomas 

Shaughnessy, had d e f i n i t e l y designated Summerland as an 

area through which the K.V.R. would pass. 

As the survey moved north from Penticton plans for 



Summerland had taken shape. I t was b e l i e v e d the route 

through the d i s t r i c t would approach the town v i a a l i n e 

e ast of Giant's Head Mountain, thence through Garnett 

V a l l e y . The equipment depot would then serve i t s purpose 

Unfortunately, the o r i g i n a l scheme did not mater­

i a l i z e . A sudden reverse for the community came when i t 

was announced the proposed route was unacceptable due to 

grade d i f f i c u l t i e s . As the plan folded up there was keen 

disappointment. The Red B u i l d i n g looked desolate. Even­

t u a l l y t h i s b u i l d i n g was demolished i n 1969. 

Subsequently, a route on the south s i d e of Trout 

Creek to Faulder had been s e l e c t e d by o f f i c i a l s , and a 

survey was i n progress there. However, with the change 

of route i t was immediately apparent that Summerland had 

been by-passed, which was an unexpected turn of events. 

My father, Mr. James R i t c h i e was Reeve of the 

Municiplaity of Summerland in the d e c i s i v e year of 1911. 

Incorporated on December 21, 1906, the extensive f r u i t 

growing d i s t r i c t was w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d by 1911, and the 

population s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g . I t s c i t i z e n s enjoyed 

f a c i l i t i e s and c u l t u r a l advantages that gave i t the 

d i s t i n c t i o n of being a very progressive community. 



B a i l s e r v i c e , the e x t r a dimension, key to world 

r e l a t i o n s , would g r e a t l y enhance the p o s i t i o n of Summer-

land. Obviously, i t would mean easy access to f r u i t 

markets and would be of i n c a l c u l a b l e s e r v i c e to the new 

d i s t r i c t . 

Confronted with the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problem, the 

K.V.R. without a doubt was my f a t h e r ' s top p r i o r i t y in 

the Spring of 1911. He knew i t was h i s duty, in the best 

i n t e r e s t s of Summerland, to request o f f i c i a l s to reconsider 

the "by pass" d e c i s i o n regarding Summerland. The request 

was granted. Changes i n the surveyed route to give Summer-

land access were considered, but the f i n a l d e c i s i o n s t a t e d 

the survey would not be changed. The blu e p r i n t sent to my 

father,dated June 15, 1911, signed by President James J . 

Warren and Chief Engineer Andrew McCulloch, c l e a r l y d e t a i l e d 

the route on the south side of Trout Creek. 

The answer was c l e a r , no change was to be made. 

Only quick I n i t i a t i v e could save the s i t u a t i o n . After 

c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s , my father a r r i v e d at a d e c i s i o n that 

brightened the outlook and Summerland was eventually saved 

from reaching a dead end. 

His d e c i s i o n was based on a p o s i t i v e plan of action -



to move i n another d i r e c t i o n . He was confident a grade 

could be e s t a b l i s h e d through part of the d i s t r i c t that 

would be s a t i s f a c t o r y . That being the case, i t would 

be i n order to make an appeal to the Minister of Railways 

i n Ottawa for a co n s u l t a t i o n . Working towards t h i s end, 

•al l Information for a new route would be gathered. 

Action s t a r t e d on the north s i d e of Trout Creek 

at a point opposite the present Summerland Research 

S t a t i o n . There, equipped with a pocket t r a n s i t s p i r i t 

l e v e l he commenced h i s survey. On horseback and on foot, 

he continued the survey through Summerland to Faulder, 7 

miles to the west, where i t would j o i n the l i n e again. 

His conclusions j u s t i f i e d engaging p r i v a t e l y , 

Mr. F. H. Latimer, D i s t r i c t Surveyor, to make an o f f i c i a l 

survey to confirm h i s f i n d i n g s . He a s s i s t e d Mr. Latimer 

and the two men worked q u i e t l y and quickly. This accom­

p l i s h e d , with data i n hand, my father was now i n a 

p o s i t i o n to make h i s request to the Minister. 

He immediately t r a v e l l e d to Kamloops, and a night 

was spent there w i r i n g the v i t a l information to Ottawa 

and r e c e i v i n g messages. Representation f o r my father to 

the Minister was made by the lawyer to whom the data had 



been wired. As a r e s u l t of the negotiations in Ottawa, 

the date August 14, 1911 was s e t f o r a hearing with the 

Mi n i s t e r at West Summerland. Following that meeting the 

dream became a re a l i t y . ' The new route through Summerland 

proposed by my fa t h e r was adopted. Work s t a r t e d 

immediately. 

A camp was set up for the survey crew south of 

Giant's Head Mountain and a l a r g e r camp for the construc­

t i o n crew on the a l k a l i f l a t on south V i c t o r i a Road below 

L i t t l e Conkle Mountain, 

Progress was slow at the s t a r t due to a shortage 

fo workers but a l l the s i g h t s and sounds of a c t i v i t y were 

welcomed. I t was cheering to see the team of s i x mules 

g a i l y t r o t t i n g by, heading for the l i n e with t h e i r load 

of e x p l o s i v e s . 

E a r l y i n 1913 the grade through Summerland was 

ready and wait i n g for r a i l s , but the bridge had to be b u i l t 

before the r a i l s could be d e l i v e r e d over the canyon. The 

bridge was f i n i s h e d October 25, 1913. The r a i l s were then 

d e l i v e r e d and following t r a c k - l a y i n g and b a l l a s t i n g the 

route was completed. 
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The f i r s t r e g u l a r t r a i n on the K e t t l e V a l l e y 

Railway l i n e a r r i v e d at West Summerland from the west at 

3.59 P.M. on Monday, May 31, 1915. I t was a great day 

i n the annals of the pioneers! 

" • ' By way of c e l e b r a t i o n p u p i l s were dismissed 

e a r l y from school. Many c i t i z e n s gathered at the s i t e 

of the present s t a t i o n (the depot was not yet b u i l t ) to 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n the b r i e f but important event. Throughout 

the community of about 2,000 a happy mood of a n t i c i p a t i o n 

and s a t i s f a c t i o n p r e v a i l e d . 

When the huge steam engine with i t s baggage car, 

f i r s t c l a s s coach and s l e e p e r , made i t s way around L i t t l e 

Conkle Mountain, s h r i l l w h i s t l e s announced i t s a r r i v a l . 

A l a r g e f l a g was r a i s e d on the f l a g pole at "Parkdale", 

the residence of my parents, to honour the occasion. 

As the t r a i n a r r i v e d at the s t a t i o n a moment of 

g r a t i f i c a t i o n gave way to cheers of excitement. My 

mother, with others, boarded the t r a i n f o r P e n t i c t o n and 

was d e l i g h t e d to be a passenger on the f i r s t t r i p . 

Following the t r a i n ' s departure, my f a t h e r drove by c a r 

to P e n t i c t o n to meet my mother. His was one of s e v e r a l 
j . , , . 

1 • 



- 7 -

automobiles drawn up at the depot there, headquarters 

of the l i n e . 

In these days of s o p h i s t i c a t e d transportation, 

t h i s h i s t o r i c event pales i n contrast. In 1915 i t 

s i g n i f i e d a major step forward in Summerland. The 

importance of r a i l s e r v i c e became apparent when f r u i t cars 

moved to market. 

In 1931, the K.V.R. was operated as a branch l i n e 

of the C.P.R. A few decades l a t e r , d e c l i n i n g passenger 

t r a f f i c made change i n e v i t a b l e . In 1958 the C.P.R. 

introduced the d i e s e l Budd car. 

January 16, 1964 marked the date of the l a s t 

passenger t r a i n from Summerland to Penticton, although 

the f r e i g h t t r a i n s continue to run. My mother again 

boarded the t r a i n accompanied by her daughter, Mrs. 

H. W. Brown and a f r i e n d , Mrs. W. R. Powell. The glamour 

of the old steam engine was gone. 

Many were our thoughts and f e e l i n g s as we 

t r a v e l l e d the s c e n i c route that c l e a r winter day, over 

the Canyon Bridge, past the Summerland Research Station, 

and on to the glorious view of Okanagan Lake. True, 

there were happy memories of journeys, a l l i n proper 



C.P.R. s t y l e . R e c o l l e c t i o n s of many events at the 

depot - a r r i v a l s and departures of family and f r i e n d s , 

boys i n the s e r v i c e , the newly-wedded, young people 

off to c o l l e g e and c a r e e r s . Who could forget that 

happy rendezvous or the f l u t t e r of excitement as the 

t r a i n p u l l e d i n ? 

' But on t h i s t r i p there was a f e e l i n g of sadness 

too. T h i s was the l a s t run of the passenger t r a i n -

the fin&.le. Mindful of the struggle to get the r a i l ­

road, we were loathe to see the passenger s e r v i c e go. 

Above a l l , however, there was appreciation to the C.P.R's. 

K e t t l e V a l l e y Railway for i t s many years of e x c e l l e n t 

s e r v i c e . 

A new era was now with us bringing many inno­

vations. T r a v e l would now l a r g e l y be by motor transport, 

on super highways, or by J e t f l i g h t on airways. 

We were part of the throng, ready to accept the 

new. 
Treasured memories of the past l i n g e r i n our hearts. 

Margaret E. Brown 

I wish to acknowledge information I gathered from the 

a r t i c l e w r i t t e n by the l a t e Mr. Alex. H. Steven. 

Written by request of the Suramerland Museum and A r t s S o c i e t y . 





T H E FOLLOWING A R T I C L E WAS WRITTEN B Y MR. A L E X S T E V E N 

ON T H E OCCASION OF 

SUMMERLAND'S GOLDEN J U B I L E E - 1 9 5 6 . 

While c a s u a l c u r i o s i t y May lead you to pause i n 
fro n t of t h i s e x h i b i t - an o v e r - a l l b l u e p r i n t of the 
K e t t l e V a l l e y Railway System - i t may prove i n t e r e s t i n g 
for you to know, and f o r others to r e c a l l , that present 
r a i l w a y f a c i l i t i e s might never have come our way but f o r 
the p e r s i s t e n c y and p e r s p i c a c i t y of a former c i t i z e n and 
Reeve, the l a t e Mr. James R i t c h i e . 

During the i n i t i a l stages of the r a i l w a y p r o j e c ­
t i o n , i t was b e l i e v e d t h a t the l i n e would proceed 
through the hub of the d i s t r i c t by the way of the east 
s i d e of the Gia n t ' s Head Mountain, and thence through 
Garnett V a l l e y ; and t h i s i n t e n t i o n on the part of the 
r a i l w a y a u t h o r i t i e s l e d to the e r e c t i o n of the present adjacent 
Red B u i l d i n g ^ t o the Right-of Way. Th i s survey, unfor­
t u n a t e l y , was subsequently changed because of grade 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , and the route decided was to follow the 
south bank of Trout Creek. 

I t was at t h i s stage that Mr. R i t c h i e entered 
the p i c t u r e . He was s t r o n g l y convinced that a grade 
could be e s t a b l i s h e d whereby the l i n e might s t i l l come 
through a par t of the d i s t r i c t . Equipped only with a 
pocket T r a n s i t S p i r i t l e v e l he spent many days both i n 
the saddle and on foot from the north bank of Trout . 
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Creek opposite the Dominion Experimental Station to 
Faulder, and conclusions then a r r i v e d at were such as 
to j u s t i f y him c a l l i n g upon the s e r v i c e of a q u a l i f i e d 
surveyor to confirm h i s finding. Strange, but neverthe­
l e s s true the f i n a l survey was again changed to conform 
to the detour suggested by Mr. R i t c h i e , and thus 
e s t a b l i s h i n g Summerland as a l i n k i n the chain of 
railway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

A c l o s e study of the plan w i l l r e v e a l the detour 
submitted by Mr. R i t c h i e as the s t r e t c h l y i n g between 
the 10th and 20th mile. 

Such commendable z e a l as displayed by Mr. R i t c h i e 
at that time might even i n memory be f i t t i n g l y apprec­
i a t e d at t h i s stage i n our h i s t o r y and our progress. 

(A.H.S.) 



CANADIAN PACIFIC CORPORATE ARCHIVES - Mr. Eric D. Sismey Collection 
Jaxmary l6, I96h - Arrival of the last Canadian Pacific Railway passenger 

Mrs.(Ritchie) Stephens, with cane, 
being interviewed by a reporter. 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC CORPORATE ARCHIVES - Mr. Eric D. Sismey Collection 
Jantiary l6, 196k - Arrival of the last Canadian Pacific Railway passenger 

Mrs.(Ritchie) Stephens, with cane, 
being interviewed by a reporter. 



kWikmhm STSnjRT 

"•cm 1^?^ ^ f ' s i c i e , Sco t land ; died Snmiierland, 3 . C. 19^2 
•^^migrated to E l k h o r n , . ^ n i t o b a l882 
Married Mary Watson Mtiir 188? 
Moved to Summerland, B. C . 190U. F r a i t Grox^er 





Mary S t enar t ( lB5A- lo<l i ) 

Alec Ste'iart manaf-ed a store i n E lkhorn Manitoba a t a s a l a r y of 11000 per 
year . A f t e r l e av ing the s t o r e , he farmed h i s own land and became the f i r s t 
Massey Implement apent i n the a r e a , Arcxtnd 190 l i decided to go to B . C . 

and f a m i l y l e f t j n s t aft^r a t e r r i b l e f tcrra which o i l ed snow so deep 
seme f o l k s were e t t i n g otit of t h e i r houses through i ipstaiK'•dndovrs, Ifere 
he and h i s brothers becaine successful p ioneer f r ' i i t c-rowers in the Okanagan 
'/al ley, ttec >?a5 p a r t i c u l - i r l y succe s s fu l and h i s f a m i l y s t i l l own o r c h a r d s 
i n the va^ l e y . 












