
● Suspected illegal pullback by Turkish coast Guard in Greek waters. 

● NGO on scene captures exclusive footage  

● Lighthouse Relief and Refugee Rescue demand a full investigation into 
the dangerous incident and suspected illegal pullback by the Turkish 
Coast Guard.  

 
 
 
Joint Statement – Suspected Illegal Pullback by Turkish Coast Guard 
 
At 6.12 on the morning of 2 July, Lighthouse Relief spotters at cape Korakas sighted a suspected 
dinghy heading in a north/south direction near the maritime border. They contacted the North 
Shore Response Group and Refugee Rescue SAR vessel ‘MoChara’, guiding them to the location. 
As they approached, a Turkish Coast Guard (TCG) vessel arrived at high speed from the north-east. 
Based on the testimony of the MoChara crew and Lighthouse Relief spotters, the dinghy had 
already entered Greek waters when TCG made contact with it at 6.38am. At this point, Dutch and 
Portuguese Frontex vessels were on scene, within visual distance, and stood by without interfering.  
As documented by MoChara, TCG performed a series of dangerous maneuvers that could easily 
have caused the small rubber dinghy to capsize: circling the boat thereby creating waves; 
approaching at high speed; attempting to push the dinghy north by putting pressure on its 
starboard side; throwing multiple lines in a manner suggesting a desire to injure rather than assist. 
Mo Chara witnessed the passengers screaming in response to the aggression. More than one 
person jumped into the sea, and they were subsequently recovered by the TCG rhib, before the 
dinghy was towed back to land.  
The behaviour we observed on this occasion, as supported by video footage, breached 
international maritime law by posing a serious threat to people’s safety, and constitutes a 
suspected violation of territorial sovereignty. Furthermore, everyone has the right to leave their 
country, as enshrined in Article 12 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This 
right is so essential that it is also found in Article 10 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child; 
Article 8 of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families (ICPMW) and Article 5(ii) of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.  
We demand a full investigation into the dangerous incident. European states remain responsible for 
human rights violations if they aid or assist another country in violating the rights of refugees and 
migrants. Given that pullbacks in this region are widely documented, inaction is, in itself, a form of 
complicity.  
As European institutions turn the other way, the NGOs filling the void are systematically 
criminalised and obstructed in their attempts to fulfil humanitarian commitments and uphold 
fundamental rights. Events such as these are a reminder of the importance of our presence on the 
north shore of Lesvos, and the need to guarantee safe passage into Europe for those seeking 
refuge. The very fact that we have eyes on this narrow stretch of sea, day and night, is not only an 
attempt to improve safety but also, importantly, a guarantee of accountability. As long as the need 
remains, we will continue to bear witness.  
 



 
 
 
Eye-witness testimonies:  
 
"The dinghy had just entered Greek waters when the Turkish Coast Guard started to approach from 
the East. The dinghy didn't stop and turned, heading eastwards, in an attempt to evade the TCG 
vessel. The TCG vessel began circling the dinghy, causing high waves, which could have easily 
capsized the small rubber boat.At this point, the refugees began screaming in panic; we could hear 
their screams. Then, by colliding with the dinghy on the starboard side, they forced the dinghy back 
into Turkish territorial waters.  After more life-threatening maneuvering, the coast guard officers 
began violently throwing their ropes at the passengers of the dinghy in an attempt to injure and 
distress them. After that, two people jumped in the water in a desperate attempt to evade being 
brought back to Turkey. They too were screaming..." 
- Giannis Skenderoglou – Refugee Rescue Boat crew coordinator 

 

“TCG employed an aggressive, hard approach which caused large waves. They then made contact 
with the dinghy on their starboard. The team was shocked by the behaviour they witnessed.  
Based on our experience and training as spotters, we feel confident in stating that the dinghy had 
crossed the border and was pulled back from Greek waters.” 
- Lighthouse Relief Spotting Team leader 
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