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Many years ago, before being called to ministry, Julie and I lived for a
time in a rural community in Virginia. We were active in a small United Methodist church. There were 25 people in the congregation, and every one of
them was in worship each week. We worshipped and attended Sunday School,
served alongside and tithed, and of course, ate pot-luck meals with this community of believers.
We had not, however, become members there.
One evening, after we helped paint several rooms in the education
wing, one of the church leaders said to us, “You need to join our church so that
we can put you on some committees.”
Maybe it’s just the way we express it, but sometimes serving in the
church seems to be about “being on some committees” rather than “being in
ministry”.
For the last two months, Grace’s Leadership Committee, formerly
known as the Nominating Committee, has been meeting. We have been developing a resource plan for leading Grace in 2018. This is a task every United
Methodist Church does every fall – identifying who the people are with the
gifts and graces for the work of ministry in the local church. At Grace, we devoted time this year to understanding who we are as a church, what is it Jesus
calls us to do, and how are we to best use our best resources – our people – to
love God and others.
For example, we are forming ministry teams, not committees, in the
areas of nurture, outreach, mission and worship, and giving the leaders of those
teams a seat on Church Council. We have identified a significant number of
people who have not had the opportunity to serve and invited them to be contributors to the team ministry. Later in the year, we will be issuing an open
invitation for anyone who wants to contribute to an area of interest to do so.
And, in 2018, we will take the time, as a church, to identify our gifts and encourage each of us to share them.
The joyful work of loving God and others is best done when shared.
Moses had Aaron, and later Hur, Joshua and Caleb –
See Pastor’s Letter, next page
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Pastor’s Letter, from First Page

a ministry team to lead the Israelites to the promised land. The most prolific church
planter ever, Paul, did not do it alone. He had a team, too, and wherever he went, he always left a team
behind to continue the work they had begun.
And here at Grace, I am excited to share in ministry with you. I pledge to do my best to guide and
lead us, equipping you for the work we discern God calling us to. I look forward to being alongside you
as you discover, cultivate and contribute your gifts.
Preaching under the Parksley Pavilion!
Church is moving up-town on Monday, November 6, at 6:30 pm, for our annual Charge Conference. This year we will be at the Parksley Pavilion. Our very
little business will be quickly disposed of, then we will turn to community worship,
with District Superintendent Alex Joyner preaching. There will be warm beverages,
like hot chocolate or cider.
Grace is collaborating in this year’s Conference with Adams-Bloxom Mission,
Calvary, and Woodberry churches. Bring a chair, sip some cider, and worship in the
community.
In case of inclement weather, Conference will be held at Adams UMC.
Smile for the Camera!
It seems most everyone has a camera with them everywhere they
go. We want you to put them to use at church activities, functions and
events. Gather the group, take selfies, point and click to capture the activity, then send them to the church.
We need your photos!
Mark Your Calendar with These Important Dates
Monday, November 6
Wednesday, November 22
Thursday, November 23
Wednesday, November 29
Sunday, December 3
Thursday, December 21
Sunday, December 24
Monday, December 25

Charge Conference
Thanksgiving Eve Service
Thanksgiving Day, Community Dinner
Hanging of the Greens
First Sunday of Advent
Blue Christmas Service
Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Day

Articles written by Pastor Alan Layman have a cross next to the title.
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Fall Market at Grace
18484 Wilson Avenue Parksley

Saturday, October 7

8 am until noon

-----------------------------Homemade Baked Goods (Breads, Cakes, Sweet Potato Biscuits and more)
Yard Sale - Fall and Christmas Items, Cold Weather Clothes, Gift Items
Vintage Costume Jewelry
Halloween, Fall and Christmas Flower Arrangements and Wreathes
Delegate Rob Bloxom’s Clam Fritter Sandwiches
Discount Cards for Local Businesses
Seasons of Grace Cookbooks
Homemade Soups (by the quart or eat in)
“Broadwater” Chicken Salad (by the pint)
Extra Sharp, Fresh-Cut Cheese
Crafts
Homemade Casseroles - ready to cook
Games

Face Painting

Prizes

Moonwalk Inflatable with Slide
Hay Rides
No Charge for Children to Play!
----------------------------------

Rain or Shine
Call 6645-4783 for more info
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Welcome new Members

Thanks to
The conall the volunteers
gregation of
who participated in
Grace has added
the Breakfast for
several new memTeachers at
bers in the past
Metompkin Elementary on August 22. The food
few weeks! Please take a moment to welcome
was greatly appreciated by all!
these new folks when you see them!
Helping with the meal were Elsie Mackie,
Dottie Smith, Faye Foster, Connie Taylor, Martha
Simpson, Nancy Cheesman, Shirley Johnson, Terry
Taylor, Jodie Greene, Don Foster, Alan Layman.
October Supper club
Supper Club in
October will be held on
Sunday, October 22 at
5:30 pm, at the home of
Stewart and Charlie
Kambarn, 23879 Bailey
Neck Drive, Onancock. Those attending are asked
to bring a side dish or dessert.
A group of 18 attended the first supper of
the season at Don and Faye Foster’s house. Good
food and fellowship were enjoyed by all!
Supper Club welcomes all adults of Grace! It is a
casual evening where the host provides the main
course each month and everyone brings a covered
dish to share with others.
If you need directions to the Kambarn’s or
have any questions, call (757) 710-0881. If you
would like to host a Supper Club, please contact
Martha Simpson or any member of the Membership Committee.

Rebecca Taylor Chew (Becky) joined Grace
on Sunday August 27. She is the mother of David
who is 8 years old and a 3rd grader at Holly Grove
Christian School. Becky is an Administrative Officer at NASA Wallops and she enjoys watching David play sports (hockey, baseball and soccer) and
pool time!! Becky is the daughter of Grace member
Karen Taylor and her husband Greg and granddaughter of Grace member Mildred Brown.
Rebecca Starr Hudson joined Grace on Sunday, August 27. She lives in Parksley and is David
Chew’s godmother. Rebecca is Community Relations Lead at NASA Wallops. Her hobbies include
coaching softball and photography.
Theresa Lattimore joined Grace on Sunday,
September 10. Theresa lives in Bloxom and has already become active at Grace by pitching in to help
put together Cleaning Buckets for hurricane victims! She likes to stay busy and enjoys working to
help others.
Again, Welcome to Grace!
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October Milestones
Each month, we celebrate special days in the lives of our church family including birthdays, anniversaries and graduations. If you have an event or achievement you would like to share, please let us know! If we overlook a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call the church office so we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter.
Birthdays
Charlotte Tyler, Sallie Hickman, Edward Core, Allison Hart, Sam Greene, Margie Lee Phillips, Stewart
Kambarn, Ellie Harvie, Fritz Lauer, Dana Drummond, MacKenzie Burkhead, Virginia Tyler, Sarah Lewis,
Caroline Krouse, Colton Parks, Tanner Parks, Blaire Bloxom, Rose Mott, Pat Parrish, Tom Anderson, Sr.,
Michael Turner, Margie Byrd, John Stanley III, Clay Reese, Mack Mackie, Tanya Fears, Danny Taylor,
Lindsey Hart, Thomas Johnson
Anniversaries
Josh and Brittany Taylor Cecil and Marie Marshall
Mack and Elsie Mackie John and Annie Kellam
August Wedding

Graduate!

The wedding Mary ElizCongratulations to
abeth Ewell Lewis and Michael
Jenelyn Bengtson who gradEdward Gordon took place on
uated from the Medical AsSaturday, August 26, in
sistant Program at Eastern
Farmville, Virginia. The couple was married by the
Shore Community College
bride’s father, Circuit Court Judge W. Revell Lewis
in August. She was recogIII.
nized in a pinning ceremony held on August 5th at
ESCC.
Mary works for Green Front Furniture in
Jenelyn completed the program during the
Farmville in sales and design. Mike is a Sergeant
with the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office. The summer semester where she was on the Dean’s list
and was recognized for having the highest Grade
couple have four children: Caroline and Tucker
Point Average in the class. She passed the certificaKrouse and Olivia and Mariah Gordon. The bride
is also the daughter of Grace member Nancy Lew- tion exam on August 14, and was awarded the National Certification Medical Assistant (NCMA).
is.
Jenelyn will attend Tidewater Community
Mary, Mike, Caroline and Tucker reside in
Dillwyn, Virginia. Olivia lives in Hampden-Sydney, College in the Fall in the Registered Nursing ProVirginia; Mariah lives in Bowling Green, Kentucky. gram. She is also a member of the Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society.

N ot e s f ro m G r ac e

Page 6

October 2017

Menus for October Wednesday Night Suppers*
Wednesday, October 4
Wednesday, October 11
Wednesday, October 18
Wednesday, October 25

NO Supper - Fall Market Set-up in LeeMont Hall
Grilled Chicken Tenderloins with Lemon Cream Sauce, Brown Rice Pilaf,
Glazed Carrots, Buttered Rolls, Triple Chocolate Brownies
Braised Pork Shoulder, Stewed Cabbage and Potatoes, Baked Apples, Corn
Bread, Bread Budding
Hamburger Steak with Brown Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Peas and Carrots,
Buttered Rolls, Chocolate Cake

Supper is served from 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm.
Suppers are $8 for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, under age 6 are free. Families who live under
the same roof can enjoy the meal for a maximum charge of $25.
*While not anticipated, menus may change due to unforeseen circumstances
Grace Lunch Bunch
A new activity,
the Grace Lunch Bunch,
will begin in October and
will continue on the third
Tuesday of each month.
The group will meet for
lunch and shopping!
This is not for the
faint of heart!!!! If you’re interested in having a
great time with lots of conversation, fellowship and
a little time to poke around some shops, join the
group on Tuesday, October 17, for a trip to Berlin,
Maryland. The restaurant has not been confirmed
as of press time.
The group is asked to meet at Grace at 11
am. If this sounds like something you would enjoy,
please let Martha Simpson know so she’ll have an
idea of how many will be going. You can also call
Martha if you’d like to meet at the restaurant, 6655840.

Memorials
As of September
21, Grace has received
memorial gifts from the
following:
In Memory of Jacci Harmon
James and Cynthia Klemencic
Connie Taylor
Rob and Lou Bloxom
Herbert and Bonnie Carlson
Thanks to the Bloxoms
Thanks to Rob, Lou, Madison and Brant Bloxom who hosted
a Fish Fry for the congregation at
their house on September 17.
Approximately 50 people enjoyed
fellowship, delicious food and
beautiful views across the marsh and creek. Your
hospitality is greatly appreciated!
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True Discipleship is Intentional



Step 3: Spiritual
openness: The critical point
when a person acknowledges to
themselves and to God that
they are open to the possibility
of personal and spiritual
change. This is one of the most
difficult transitions for a postmodern nonbeliever as it can feel dangerous, crazy and out of control. Openness is not a commitment to change.
People who are open are simply admitting they
are open to the possibility of change.



Step 4: Spiritual seeking: The threshold in
which a person moves from being essentially
passive to being one who actively seeks to know
the God who is calling him or her. Seekers are
asking, “Are you the one to whom I will give
myself?” At this stage, the seeker is engaged in an
urgent spiritual quest, seeking to know whether
he or she can commit to Christ and his Church.



Step 5: Intentional discipleship: This is the decision to “drop one’s nets,” to make a conscious
commitment to follow Jesus in the midst of his
Church as an obedient disciple and to re-order
one’s life accordingly.

“A disciple is one who knows Christ, is growing in
Christ, serving Christ and sharing Christ.” (from
Developing an Intentional Discipleship System: A Guide
for Congregations).
You should be intentional about wanting to
know Christ, to grow in Christ and to serve Christ.
You can begin this journey by reading the Bible and
praying. You can read the Bible and let the words
settle on your mind and think about how God’s
words pertain to you and your personal life. You
can start the morning by reading the “The Upper
Room”. You can start or end the day by praying.
In Sherry Weddell’s book, Forming Intentional Disciples” she outlines five ways stages of spiritual
growth.




Step 1: Initial trust: Where a person is able to
have a positive association with Jesus Christ, the
Church, a Christian believer or something identifiably Christian. Trust is not the same as active
personal faith. Without some kind of bridge of
trust in place, people will not move closer to
God.
Step 2: Spiritual curiosity: When a person is
intrigued by or desiring to know more about
Jesus or some aspect of the Christian faith. This
can range from mere awareness of a new possibility to something quite intense and proactive.

By Bill Cheesman

Nevertheless, a person at the threshold of curiosity is not yet open to personal change. Curiosity is still essentially
passive, but it’s more
than mere trust.

It is generally agreed, that when it comes to
personal spiritual formation, growing one’s own
faith means engaging in spiritual disciplines with
intentionality.
Within Grace church we have heard a lot
about being a disciple, but what does that mean.
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True discipleship is connecting with God in a
personal way and being intentional about seeking
out the ways to connect on regular basis.
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Trunk or treat

Thank you for your service

Truck or Treat
will take place in
Parksley on Halloween, (Tuesday, October 31). The event is
sponsored by the Town of Parksley and is held in the
business district parking lot where kids go car-tocar to get their treats. Trunk or Treat runs from 5
pm until 7 pm.
Grace will offer hot dogs and drinks for children and adults as we have for the past few years.
Volunteers are needed to cook, wrap and hand out
hot dogs, chips and drinks. Please meet at Grace at
4 pm to help gather items to take to the Pavilion in
Town Square.
Elsie Mackie is organizing the evening for
Grace. If you would like to volunteer to help,
please call Elsie at 665-7380.

For decades
United Methodist
Women at Grace was
an organization which
provided a means by
which ladies of the church could enjoy fellowship
while in mission. Annual events like the Turkey
Dinner, Valentine’s Day meals, bazaars and other
fund raising projects raised thousands of dollars for
organizations in need.
In recent years however, membership in the
Grace UMW dwindled from the group’s heyday.
On September, 18, UMW voted to end its tenure
at Grace. President Elsie Mackie said she hopes
there will be a new women’s group formed - one
that will meet the needs of current members who
want to participate in mission projects with other
women.

Finance Committee News
On Wednesday, September 20,
the Finance Committee met to develop a 2018 budget for Grace. A
lengthy discussion of income and expenses ended with a proposal for the upcoming
Charge Conference.
One of the issues discussed is the need for
long term financial planning for the replacement of
roofs, heating and air conditioning systems and other large ticket capital items. The Trustees recommended having a line item which would be funded
through an active effort of savings. Those in attendance agreed that developing a budget for expenses is made difficult by not knowing how much

income would be received. There was also agreement that it was necessary to have funds on hand in
the event of a catastrophic failure of a system or if a
major expenditure was identified.
There was a discussion about the need for
moving towards a program of stewardship which
would help identify the amount of yearly income
for the church.
Finance Committee members attending the
meeting were Pastor Alan Layman, Dana Penney
(chair), Bill Cheesman (Church Council Chair),
Margie Byrd (Treasurer). Revell Lewis (Trustee
Chair), Lisa Lewis (PPR Chair), Aaron Johnson
(Trustee), Dottie Smith (Administrative Assistant).

October 2017
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Eastern Shore District News
Upcoming events in the Eastern Shore District:


Thursday, October 19, 9 am - 3
pm, 5 Talent Academy. Live
streamed on the Eastern Shore
at Adams UMC, Parksley



Sunday, January 7, 2018, 4
p.m., District Conference,
Nandua High School, Hwy. 13, Onley

In addition to Fall Market at Grace on October
7, there are lots of events on the Shore celebrating
Fall in October:


Saturday, October 14, 8 am -noon, is the Country
Fair Bazaar at Market Street UMC, 75 Market
Street, Onancock. Country Store, Crafts, Bake
Shop, Curiosity Shop, Apples galore, G.L.
Smith's famous Pork BBQ (by the pound), and
their famous Chicken Salad (by the pint). There's
going to be a Silent Auction as well. For more
information, contact the Church Office at 757787-4873. Come and bring a friend!



Travis Chapel United Methodist Church in Oyster will host a Halloween Party for children on
Saturday. October 25th at 5 p.m. There will be
pizza, lemonade, costume judging, pumpkin
painting. Come join us for a fun evening!



The 2017 Fall Art & Food Festival, sponsored by
Franktown's UMW will be held at the church
on Saturday, October 28 from 9:30 am - 3 pm.
There will be local artists, music, lots of baked
goods, frozen foods, pickles, jams and other delights. A lunch of soup and ham biscuits will be
served from 11 am-1 pm, eat in or take out. Lo-

cation: Franktown UMC, 7551 Bayside Road,
Franktown, VA 23354
Saturday November 4: Fall Bazaar at Trinity United Methodist
Church, Cape Charles from 9:30 am
- 1 pm. Tables to include a Bake Table, Country Store, White Elephant,
Craft Table; including several of our
own local crafters, Pocketbook Table and a Silent Auction. A luncheon will include homemade chicken salad, potato salad, deviled eggs,
pickles, rolls and dessert. Price $8.00 Tickets
can be purchased from any church member or
contact Betty Rose Lewis (757) 331-3010, Sue
Pruitt (757)-331-1967 or Kim Dunton (757)
678-6874.
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Children’s Coloring Page

Happy Halloween!!!
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The Mission: Buckets and more Buckets!
On Monday,
September 18, a
group of volunteers
gathered at Grace to
assemble Cleaning
Buckets for victims
of recent hurricanes.
The buckets were
taken to Cheriton UMC the next day where they
were loaded on a tractor trailer headed for Virginia
Beach. Trucks then loaded buckets from all over
the region and headed south to the victims who
desperately need them. UMCOR, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief, distributes the
buckets which are donated by churches all over the
country.

to purchase supplies not already donated by business
and individuals. All monies left will be used to make
more buckets and/or will be sent to UMCOR. All
cash donated to UMCOR goes directly to relief efforts.

Worship Service readers

October greeters

Helping assemble and deliver the buckets to
Cheriton were: Elsie Mackie, Nancy Cheesman
Shirley Johnson, Theresa Lattimore, Terry Taylor,
Faye Foster, Bill Cheesman, Pastor Alan Layman,
Martha Simpson, Julie Layman, Don Foster, Aaron
Johnson, Lisa Lewis. Recognition is given to several
businesses who gave support to the project. Those
include: Jaxon’s, H.W. Drummond and WESR.

Freshly assembled Cleaning Buckets will be
on hand at Grace in the event more are needed at
any given time. The Eastern Shore District Disaster
Grace had materials for 52 buckets of clean- Trailer is kept on the grounds of Grace.
ing supplies (with a value of $65 each). Over
$1,800 was collected and part of which was used

Each Sunday we
Do you have a passion
have someone welcome
for worship? Are you looking
members and guests to
for an opportunity to contribservices at Grace. These
ute? I am seeking women, men
“Greeters” offer a friendly
and teenagers willing to serve as
face and a bulletin to those
a "reader - leader" on Sunday mornings. You will
attending. Please sign up
get to read scripture, lead the Call to Worship or
in the Narthex or in the Education Building Recepsome other part at the service of your choice.
tion area to help with this important role.
All readings will be provided in adOctober Greeters are:
vance. Call, email, text or catch me in the hallway
if this appeals to you. Your voice is valued and I
9 am Worship - NeedVolunteer
want it to be heard.
11 am Worship - Dottie Smith
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News Briefs and Notes


Church Council will meet at 7 pm, Monday,
October 9, in the Upper Room.



United Methodist Men will meet for breakfast at
Club Car Café at 8 am, Saturday, October 21.



As of September 17, average attendance for September worship is 113; collections year to date
are $167,774.47 and the amount which has
been given to mission, nurture and outreach is
$29,272.07.



The deadline for the November issue of Notes
from Grace is 9 am, Tuesday, October 24.



NOTE: There will be no “Questions” Service
in the Chapel on Sunday, October 22 due to
Supper Club at the Kambarn’s.



Volunteers who are working at Fall Market should be at Grace NO LATER than
7:30 am. Games have to be set up outside;
food booths have to be supplied in LeeMont
Hall; kitchen tasks to be finished. All preparations should be complete (inside and outside)
by the time we open the doors at 8 am!

From the Editor
As September winds down,
activities at Grace are picking up!
Wednesday Night suppers are back
with the folks at Mallards doing a
great job to accommodate us each
week; Fall Market is on the horizon with beautiful flower arrangements, crafts, delicious foods and
more; Supper Club is back for the
second time and a new group
called the Grace Lunch Bunch will
get together each month for fellowship! We sure do eat a lot at
Grace!!! (It shows in my waistline, too!!!!)
It will be nice when cooler
temperatures finally arrive. The
past few weeks of high humidity in
the days preceding and following
storms have tried my patience. I
enjoy cool, crisp mornings in October!
Hurricane damage has dev-

astated so many areas of the
southeast, Texas and the Caribbean that it’s hard to imagine how
those poor people will ever get
back to normal. When Church
Council met in September each
of us in the room felt that we
HAD to do something to try to
help. We are so lucky at Grace we are blessed with many gifts
and strengths. Giving to those
who need our help is the least we
can do. Assembling Cleaning
Buckets was something we could
do that might not be a huge thing
overall, but to the 52 people who
got a bucket, it would be huge to
them. We will also send UMCOR
the money that was generously
given by so many.
As I write this column, we
are expecting to have a brush
with Hurricane Maria this week.

Yes, it will be nice to have all this
past us this year...and we should
thank God we have been spared
the brunt of these storms.
In October we will start
to look towards the holidays there will be even more going on
at Grace and in our lives. It is my
hope that people will realize how
important it is to participate in
activities at Grace.
While you don’t have to
attend/participate in every thing,
deciding to spend time outside of
worship with others who come to
Grace is an important part of our
spiritual well being. The connection we have with each other becomes even stronger when we
work side-by-side, fulfilling a
need or completing a project.
Hope to see you soon!!!
Lisa W. Lewis
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OCTOBER 2017
MON
1

TUE

2

3

WED
4

THU
5

8 am Morning
Prayer
NO Church Supper

FRI
6
Final Prep for
Fall Market

SAT
7
8 am - noon
FALL MARKET

LeeMont Hall Closed for Fall Market Preparation

8

9 Columbus Day
9 am Chapel Service
7 pm Church
Council Meeting
10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship Service
6 pm Evening Worship

10

15

17
11 am Meet at
church for Grace
Lunch Bunch trip
to Berlin

16

9 am Chapel Service
10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship Service
6 pm Evening Worship

22

23

9 am Chapel Service
11 am Worship Service
5:30 pm Supper Club
at Kambarn’s
NO Evening Worship

29

9 am Chapel Service
11 am Worship Service
6 pm Evening Worship

30

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

8 am Morning
Prayer
5:30 pm Church
Supper

9 am - 3 pm
Five Talent
Academy at
Adams UMC

24

25

26

9 am Newsletter
Deadline

8 am Morning
Prayer
5:30 pm Church
Supper

8 am Morning
Prayer
5:30 pm Church
Supper

31 Halloween
5-7 pm Trunk or
Treat

8 am United Methodist Men meet at
Club Car

27

28

Grace United Methodist Church
Post Office Box 156 18484 Wilson Avenue
Parksley, Virginia 23421-0156

Return Service Requested
Church Office Telephone: (757) 665-4783
Parsonage Phone: (757) 665-6085
Pastor Alan Layman Cell: (434) 981-2727
Pastor email: alanlayman@vaumc.org
Church email: gracees@verizon.net
Church Office Hours

Monday - Thursday 9 am - 3 pm
Friday 9 am - Noon

Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday 9am - 3pm
Tuesday 9 am - 11 am
Wednesday 9 am to 10 am at Grace then 10 am to
noon at the Club Car Café (stop by for a visit!)
Thursday No Office Hours - Sermon Writing Day
Staff

Administrative Assistant
Organist
Bell Choir Director
Custodian
Nursery Attendants

Dottie Smith
Kenny Lang
Kathy Kutz
Robin Ford
Ellen Johnson
Kassie Taylor

Newsletter Editor Lisa W. Lewis (757) 787-3352 wrlaw@msn.com
Web site www.graceumcesva.com
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