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John the Baptist Prepares the Way

1 The beginning of the good news about
Jesus the Messiah,“ the Son of God,? 2as
itis written in Isaiah the prophet:

“Iwill send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”—
3“avoice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.'”¢

4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wil-
derness, preaching a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Jude-
an countryside and all the people of Jerusa-
lem went out to him. Confessing their sins,
they were baptized by him in the Jordan Riv-
er. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, S
with a leather belt around his waist, and he “THE BAPTISM OF JESUS BY JOHN THE BAPTIST" BY GUSTAVE DORE (16521655
ate locusts and wild honey. “And this was
his message: “After me comes the one more
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. ®1
baptize you with® water, but he will baptize
you with®the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism of Jesus

9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. %Just as Jesus was coming up out of the
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove. ' And
a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
whom Ilove; with you I am well pleased.”

FOR NOTES

“1 Or Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean Anointed One. b1 Some manuscripts do
nothave the Sonof God.  ©2 Mal.3:1 43 Isaiah40:3 8 Orin
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WEEK 2

JESUS WAS
TESTED.

The Testing of Jesus

1 9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. %Just as Jesus was coming up out of the
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove. ' And
a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
whom Ilove; with you I am well pleased.”

12At once the Spirit sent him out into the
wilderness, 1*and he was in the wilderness
forty days, being tempted’ by Satan. He was
with the wild animals, and angels attended
him.

FOR NOTES
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“THE TEMPTATION BY THE DEVIL” BY GUSTAVE DORE’ (1832-1883)

/13 The Greek for tempted can also mean fested.
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WEEK 3

JESUS SHARED
POWER.

Jesus Calls His First Disciples

1 165 Jesus walked beside the Sea of Gal-
ilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a netinto the lake, for they were fish-
ermen. '7“Come, followme,” Jesus said, “and
I will send you out to fish for people.” 1BAt
once they left their nets and followed him.

19When he had gone alittle farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John
inaboat, preparing their nets. 2Without de-
lay he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and
followed him.

Jesus Appoints the Twelve

3 13Jesus went up on a mountainside and
called to him those he wanted, and they
came to him. *He appointed twelve® that
they might be with him and that he might
send them out to preach ®and to have au-
thority to drive out demons. These are the
twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he
gave the name Peter), 7James son of Zebe-
dee and his brother John (to them he gave
the name Boanerges, which means “sons of
thunder”), ' Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus,
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Is-
cariot, who betrayed him.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

6 Then Jesus went around teaching from
village to village. ? Calling the Twelve to him,
he began to send them out two by two and
gave them authority over impure spirits.
8These were his instructions: “Take noth-
ing for the journey except a staff —no bread,
no bag, no money in your belts. *Wear san-
dals but not an extra shirt. '*Whenever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave that
town. "And if any place will not welcome
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you or listen to you, leave that place and
shake the dust off your feet as a testimony
against them.”

12They went out and preached that people
should repent. ¥They drove out many de-
mons and anointed many sick people with
oil and healed them.

FOR NOTES

(continued on reverse)

@14 Some manuscripts twelve —designating them apostles —



[The earliest manuscripts and some other
ancient witnesses do not have verses 9-20.]

16 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the
week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out
of whom he had driven seven demons. 1°She
went and told those who had been with him and
who were mourning and weeping. ' When they
heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen
him, they did not believe it.

12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different
Jorm to two of them while they were walking in
the country. ¥ These returned and reported it to
the rest; but they did not believe them either.

4 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they
were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of
faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those
who had seen him after he had risen.

15He said to them, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation. ' Whoever be-
lieves and is baptized will be saved, but whoev-
er does not believe will be condemned. '”And
these signs will accompany those who believe:
In my name they will drive out demons; they
will speak in new tongues; they will pick up
snakes with their hands; and when they drink
deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they
will place their hands on sick people, and they
will get well.”

19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he
was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right
hand of God. ?° Then the disciples went out and
preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with
them and confirmed his word by the signs that
accompanied it.

FOR NOTES

“THE JOURNEY TO EMMAUS" BY GUSTAVE DORE' (1832-1883)
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WEEK 4

JESUS WAS
AN EXORCIST.

Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit

1 ?'They went to Capernaum, and when
the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the syn-
agogue and began to teach. 22The people
were amazed at his teaching, because he
taught them as one who had authority, not
as the teachers of the law. 2®Just then a man
in their synagogue who was possessed by an
impure spirit cried out, 24“What do you want
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy
One of God!”

25“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out
of him!” 26The impure spirit shook the man
violently and came out of him with a shriek.

27The people were all so amazed that they
asked each other, “Whatis this? Anew teach-
ing— and with authority! He even gives or-
ders to impure spirits and they obey him.”
28News about him spread quickly over the
whole region of Galilee.

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed
Man

5 They went across the lake to the region
of the Gerasenes.“ 2When Jesus got out
ofthe boat, aman with animpure spirit came
from the tombs to meet him. 3This man lived
in the tombs, and no one could bind him
anymore, not even with a chain. *For he had
often been chained hand and foot, but he
tore the chains apart and broke the irons on
his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue
him. *Night and day among the tombs and
in the hills he would cry out and cut himself
with stones.
$When he saw Jesus from a distance, he
ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He
shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you
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want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? In God’s name don't torture me!” 8For
Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man,
you impure spirit!”

9Then Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?”

“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we
are many.” '°And he begged Jesus again and
again not to send them out of the area.

1A Jarge herd of pigs was feeding on the
nearby hillside. 1>The demons begged Jesus,
“Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into
them.” 1*He gave them permission, and the
impure spirits came out and went into the
pigs. The herd, about two thousand in num-
ber, rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and were drowned.

4Those tending the pigs ran off and re-
ported thisin the town and countryside, and
the people went out to see what had hap-
pened. ®When they came to Jesus, they saw
the man who had been possessed by the le-
gion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in
his right mind; and they were afraid. **Those
who had seen it told the people what had
happened to the demon-possessed man—
and told about the pigs as well. " Then the
people began to plead with Jesus to leave
their region.

18As Jesus was getting into the boat,
the man who had been demon-possessed
begged to go with him. ®Jesus did not let
him, but said, “Go home to your own people
and tell them how much the Lord has done
for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”
2050 the man went away and began to tell in
the Decapolis” how much Jesus had done for
him. And all the people were amazed.

(continued on reverse)

%] Some manuscripts Gadarenes; other manuscripts Gergesenes

b 20 Thatis, the Ten Cities



Jesus Heals a Boy Possessed by
an Impure Spirit
O “When they came to the other disciples,
they saw a large crowd around them and the
teachers of the law arguing with them. 15As
soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet
him.
16“What are you arguing with them
about?” he asked.
17A man in the crowd answered, “Teach-
er, I brought you my son, who is possessed
by a spirit that has robbed him of speech.
I8Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to
the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnash-
es his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they
could not.”

19“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus re-
plied, “how long shall I stay with you? How
long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy
tome.”

2050 they brought him. When the spirit
saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into
aconvulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled
around, foaming at the mouth.

21Tesus asked the boy’s father, “How long
hashe been like this?”

“From childhood,” he answered. 22“It has
often thrown him into fire or water to kill
him. Butif you can do anything, take pity on
us and help us.”

23“‘Ifyou can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is
possible for one who believes.”

ZImmediately the boy’s father exclaimed,
“Idobelieve; help me overcome my unbelief!”

25When Jesus saw that a crowd was run-
ning to the scene, he rebuked the impure
spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I
command you, come out of him and never
enter him again.”

26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him vio-
lently and came out. The boylooked so much
like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.”
27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted
him to his feet, and he stood up.

28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disci-
ples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we
drive it out?”

29He replied, “This kind can come out
only by prayer.%”

“THE DUMB MAN POSSESSED’ BY GUSTAVE DORE' (1832-1883)

FOR NOTES

%29 Some manuscripts prayer and fasting



