THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT JESUS: A STUDY THROUGH THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK

WEEK 5

JESUS AND
FOOD

Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners

2 "While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s
house, many tax collectors and sinners were
eating with him and his disciples, for there
were many who followed him. 'When the
teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw
him eating with the sinners and tax collec-
tors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he
eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

170On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It
is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the
sick. I have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

6 *The apostles gathered around Jesus
and reported to him all they had done and
taught. 3 Then, because so many people
were coming and going that they did not
even have a chance to eat, he said to them,
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place
and get some rest.”

3280 they went away by themselves in a
boat to a solitary place. 33But many who saw
them leaving recognized them and ran on
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of
them. **When Jesus landed and saw a large
crowd, he had compassion on them, because
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So
he began teaching them many things.

35By this time it was late in the day, so
his disciples came to him. “This is a remote
place,” they said, “and it’s already very late.
36Send the people away so that they can go
to the surrounding countryside and villages
and buy themselves something to eat.”

37But he answered, “You give them some-
thing to eat.”

They said to him, “That would take more
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than half a year’s wages‘! Are we to go and
spend that much on bread and give it to them
to eat?”

38“How many loaves do you have?” he
asked. “Go and see.”

When they found out, they said, “Five —
and two fish.”

39Then Jesus directed them to have all
the people sit down in groups on the green
grass. 4°So they sat down in groups of hun-
dreds and fifties. ¥ Taking the five loaves
and the two fish and looking up to heaven,
he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he
gave them to his disciples to distribute to the
people. He also divided the two fish among
them all. *2They all ate and were satisfied,
43and the disciples picked up twelve basket-
fuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. #*The
number of the men who had eaten was five
thousand.

©37 Greek take two hundred denarii



Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand
8 During those days another large crowd
gathered. Since they had nothing to eat,
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2“1
have compassion for these people; they have
already been with me three days and have
nothing to eat. 3If I send them home hungry,
they will collapse on the way, because some
of them have come a long distance.”
4His disciples answered, “But where in
this remote place can anyone get enough
bread to feed them?”
5“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus
asked.
“Seven,” they replied.
5He told the crowd to sit down on the
ground. When he had taken the seven loaves
and given thanks, he broke them and gave
them to his disciples to distribute to the peo-
ple, and they did so. “They had a few small
fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and
told the disciples to distribute them. 8The
people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the
disciples picked up seven basketfuls of bro-
ken pieces that were left over. >About four
thousand were present. After he had sent
them away, °he got into the boat with his
disciples and went to the region of Dalma-
nutha.

The Last Supper
14 Onthe first day of the Festival of Unleav-
ened Bread, when it was customary to sacri-
fice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked
him, “Where do you want us to go and make
preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

13S0 he sent two of his disciples, telling
them, “Go into the city, and a man carry-
ing a jar of water will meet you. Follow him.
14Say to the owner of the house he enters,
‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room,
where I may eat the Passover with my disci-
ples?’ 15He will show you a large room up-
stairs, furnished and ready. Make prepara-
tions for us there.”

16The disciples left, went into the city and
found things just as Jesus had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.

17When evening came, Jesus arrived with
the Twelve. ¥While they were reclining at
the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you,
one of you will betray me — one who is eat-
ing with me.”

9Theywere saddened, and one by one they
said to him, “Surely you don’'t mean me?”

20“Tt is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one
who dips bread into the bowl with me. 2! The
Son of Man will go just as it is written about
him. But woe to that man who betrays the
Son of Man! It would be better for him if he
had not been born.”

22While they were eating, Jesus took
bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take it; this is my body.”

23Then he took a cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all
drank from it.

24“This is my blood of the? covenant,
which is poured out for many,” he said to
them. 25“Truly I tell you, I will not drink
again from the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26When they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives.

FOR NOTES

424 Some manuscripts the new
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WEEK 6

JESUS HAD
FAMILY ISSUES

Jesus Accused by His Family and by
Teachers of the Law

3 2°Then Jesus entered a house, and again a
crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples
were not even able to eat. 2! When his family”
heard about this, they went to take charge of
him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”

22And the teachers of the law who came
down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed
by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is
driving out demons.”

2350 Jesus called them over to him and
began to speak to them in parables: “How
can Satan drive out Satan? >4If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. 25If a house is divided against itself,
that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan op-
poses himself and is divided, he cannot
stand; his end has come. ?’In fact, no one can
enter a strong man’s house without first ty-
ing him up. Then he can plunder the strong
man’s house. 2Truly I tell you, people can be
forgiven all their sins and every slander they
utter, 2but whoever blasphemes against the
Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are
guilty of an eternal sin.”

30He said this because they were saying,
“He has an impure spirit.”

31Then Jesus’ mother and brothers ar-
rived. Standing outside, they sent someone
in to call him. 32A crowd was sitting around
him, and they told him, “Your mother and
brothers are outside looking for you.”

33“Who are my mother and my brothers?”
he asked.

34Then he looked at those seated in a cir-
clearound him and said, “Here are my moth-
er and my brothers! 3¥*Whoever does God’s
will is my brother and sister and mother.”
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A Prophet Without Honor

Jesus left there and went to his home-

town, accompanied by his disciples.
2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach
in the synagogue, and many who heard him
were amazed.

“Where did this man get these things?”
they asked. “What's this wisdom that has
been given him? What are these remark-
able miracles he is performing? 3Isn’t this
the carpenter? Isn't this Mary’s son and the
brother of James, Joseph,” Judas and Simon?
Aren't his sisters here with us?” And they
took offense at him.

4Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not with-
out honor exceptin his own town, among his
relatives and in his own home.” *He could
not do any miracles there, except lay his
hands on a few sick people and heal them.
SHe was amazed at their lack of faith.

b21 Or his associates

b3 Greek Joses, a variant of Joseph
¢ 14 Some early manuscripts He was saying



John the Baptist Beheaded

14King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’
name had become well known. Some were
saying,® “John the Baptist has been raised
from the dead, and that is why miraculous
powers are at work in him.”

150thers said, “He is Elijah.”

And still others claimed, “He is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of long ago.”

16But when Herod heard this, he said,
“Tohn, whom I beheaded, has been raised
from the dead!”

7For Herod himself had given orders to
have John arrested, and he had him bound
and put in prison. He did this because of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom
he had married. '¥For John had been say-
ing to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have

150thers said, “He is Elijah.”

And still others claimed, “He is a prophet,
like one of the prophets oflong ago.”

16But when Herod heard this, he said,
“Tohn, whom I beheaded, has been raised
from the dead!”

7For Herod himself had given orders to
have John arrested, and he had him bound
and put in prison. He did this because of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom
he had married. ®For John had been say-
your brother’s wife.” 1So Herodias nursed
a grudge against John and wanted to kill
him. But she was not able to, 2°because Her-
od feared John and protected him, knowing
him to be a righteous and holy man. When
Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled?;
yet he liked to listen to him.

21Finally the opportune time came. On
his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his
high officials and military commanders
and the leading men of Galilee. 22When the
daughter of? Herodias came in and danced,
she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.

The king said to the girl, “Ask me for any-
thing you want, and I'll give it to you.” 2And
he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you
ask I'will give you, up to half my kingdom.”

21Finally the opportune time came. On
his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his
high officials and military commanders
and the leading men of Galilee. 22When the

daughter of? Herodias came in and danced,

she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.

The king said to the girl, “Ask me for any-
thing you want, and I'll give it to you.” 22And
he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you
askIwill give you, up to half my kingdom.”

24She went out and said to her mother,
“What shall I ask for?”

“The head of John the Baptist,” she an-
swered.

25At once the girl hurried in to the king
with the request: “I want you to give me right
now the head of John the Baptist on a plat-
ter.”

26The king was greatly distressed, but be-
cause of his oaths and his dinner guests, he
did not want to refuse her. 2?So he immedi-
ately sent an executioner with orders to bring
John’s head. The man went, beheaded John
in the prison, 28and brought back his head
on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and
she gave it to her mother. 2On hearing of
this, John’s disciples came and took his body
and laid itin a tomb.

FOR NOTES

%20 Some early manuscripts he did many things
b 22 Some early manuscripts When his daughter
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WEEK 7

JESUS WAS
A HEALER

Jesus Heals Many

1 29As soon as they left the synagogue, they
went with James and John to the home of
Simon and Andrew. 3°Simon’s mother-in-
law was in bed with a fever, and they imme-
diately told Jesus about her. 31So he went to
her, took her hand and helped her up. The
fever left her and she began to wait on them.

32That evening after sunset the people
brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-
possessed. 33The whole town gathered at
the door, 3*and Jesus healed many who had
various diseases. He also drove out many de-
mons, but he would notlet the demons speak
because they knew who he was.

Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

49A man with leprosy“ came to him and
begged him on his knees, “If you are willing,
you can make me clean.”

41Jesus was indignant.” He reached out
his hand and touched the man. “I am will-
ing,” he said. “Be clean!” *2Immediately the
leprosy left him and he was cleansed.

43Jesus sent him away at once with a
strongwarning: 4*“See that you don't tell this
to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest
and offer the sacrifices that Moses com-
manded for your cleansing, as a testimony
to them.” #3Instead he went out and began
to talk freely, spreading the news. As aresult,
Jesus could no longer enter a town openly
but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the
people still came to him from everywhere.

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed
Man

2 A few days later, when Jesus again en-

tered Capernaum, the people heard that
he had come home. 2They gathered in such
large numbers that there was no room left,
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not even outside the door, and he preached
the word to them. 3Some men came, bring-
ingto him a paralyzed man, carried by four of
them. 4Since they could not get him to Jesus
because of the crowd, they made an opening
in the roof above Jesus by digging through it
and then lowered the mat the man was lying
on.*When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6Now some teachers of the law were sitting
there, thinking to themselves, 7“Why does
this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
8Immediately Jesus knew in his spir-
it that this was what they were thinking in
their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are
you thinking these things? *Which is easier:
to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat
and walk’? °But I want you to know that the

240 The Greekword traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.

b 4] Many manuscripts Jesus was filled with compassion



Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins.” So he said to the man, ' “I tell you, get
up, take your mat and go home.” >He got up,
took his mat and walked out in full view of
them all. This amazed everyone and they
praised God, saying, “We have never seen
anythinglike this!”

Jesus Heals on the Sabbath

3 Another time Jesus went into the syna-
gogue, and a man with a shriveled hand
was there. 2Some of them were looking for
a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched
him closely to see if he would heal him on
the Sabbath. #Jesus said to the man with the
shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of every-
one.”
4Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful
on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to
save life or to kill?” But they remained silent.
5He looked around at them in anger and,
deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts,
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his hand was completely
restored. 8Then the Pharisees went out and
began to plot with the Herodians how they
mightkill Jesus.

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals
a Sick Woman

5 2'When Jesus had again crossed over
by boat to the other side of the lake, a large
crowd gathered around him while he was
by the lake. 22Then one of the synagogue
leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he
saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 2*He pleaded
earnestly with him, “My little daughter is
dying. Please come and put your hands on
her so that she will be healed and live.” 2So
Jesus went with him.

A large crowd followed and pressed
around him. 25And a woman was there
who had been subject to bleeding for twelve
years. 26She had suffered a great deal un-
der the care of many doctors and had spent
all she had, yet instead of getting better she
grew worse. 2?When she heard about Jesus,
she came up behind him in the crowd and
touched his cloak, *®because she thought,
“If T just touch his clothes, I will be healed.”
2Immediately her bleeding stopped and she

felt in her body that she was freed from her
suffering.

30At once Jesus realized that power had
gone out from him. He turned around in
the crowd and asked, “Who touched my
clothes?”

31“You see the people crowding against
you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you
can ask, ‘Who touched me?””

32But Jesus kept looking around to see
who had done it. 33 Then the woman, know-
ing what had happened to her, came and fell
at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him
the whole truth. **He said to her, “Daughter,
your faith hashealed you. Goin peace and be
freed from your suffering.”

35While Jesus was still speaking, some
people came from the house of Jairus, the
synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,”
they said. “Why bother the teacher any-
more?”

360verhearing” what they said, Jesus told
him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”

37He did not let anyone follow him except
Peter, James and John the brother of James.
38When they came to the home of the syna-
gogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with
people crying and wailing loudly. 3*He went
in and said to them, “Why all this commo-
tion and wailing? The child is not dead but
asleep.” **But they laughed at him.

After he put them all out, he took the
child’s father and mother and the disciples
who were with him, and went in where the
child was. *'He took her by the hand and said
to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little
girl, Isay to you, getup!”). ¥Immediately the

Jesus Heals a Deaf and Mute Man

"7 31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and
went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Gal-
ilee and into the region of the Decapolis.®
32There some people brought to him a man
who was deafand could hardly talk, and they
begged Jesus to place his hand on him.

33 After he took him aside, away from the
crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s
ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s
tongue. 3*He looked up to heaven and with a
deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which
means “Be opened!”). 3°At this, the man’s

“36 OrIgnoring “31 Thatis, the Ten Cities



ears were opened, his tongue was loosened
and he began to speak plainly.

36Jesus commanded them not to tell any-
one. But the more he did so, the more they
kept talking about it. 3”People were over-
whelmed with amazement. “He has done
everything well,” they said. “He even makes
the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida

22They came to Bethsaida, and some peo-
ple brought a blind man and begged Jesus to
touch him. 22He took the blind man by the
hand and led him outside the village. When
he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his
hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see any-
thing?”

24He looked up and said, “I see people;
theylook like trees walking around.”

250nce more Jesus put his hands on the
man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his
sight was restored, and he saw everything
clearly. 26Jesus sent him home, saying,
“Don’t even go into® the village.”

FOR NOTES

Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight

10 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and
his disciples, together with a large crowd,
were leaving the city, a blind man, Barti-
maeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was
sitting by the roadside begging. *“When he
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
onme!”

#8Many rebuked him and told him to be
quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer
up! On your feet! He's calling you.” **Throw-
ing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and
came to Jesus.

51“What do you want me to do for you?”
Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

524Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed
you.” Immediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus along the road.




FOR NOTES
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JESUS WAS
A TEACHER

The Parable of the Sower

4 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake.

The crowd that gathered around him
was so large that he got into a boat and sat
in it out on the lake, while all the people
were along the shore at the water’s edge. 2He
taught them many things by parables, and
in his teaching said: 3“Listen! A farmer went
out to sow his seed. *As he was scattering the
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky plac-
es, where it did not have much soil. It sprang
up quickly, because the soil was shallow.
6But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they
had no root. ?Other seed fell among thorns,
which grew up and choked the plants, so that
they did not bear grain. 8Still other seed fell
on good soil. It came up, grew and produced
a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty,
some a hundred times.”

9Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to
hear, let them hear.”

When he was alone, the Twelve and
the others around him asked him about the
parables. !'He told them, “The secret of the
kingdom of God has been given to you. But
to those on the outside everything is said in
parables ?so that,

we

they may be ever seeing but never
perceiving,

and ever hearing but never
understanding;

otherwise they might turn and be

forgiven!®”

BThen Jesus said to them, “Don’t you un-
derstand this parable? How then will you
understand any parable? *The farmer sows
the word. ®Some people are like seed along
the path, where the word is sown. As soon as

€ JOIN US FOR DISCUSSION
ABOUT TODAY'S LESSON ON
TUESDAY EVENING AT 7 PM

churchinbethesda.org/cultivate

they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the
word that was sown in them. ®Others, like
seed sown on rocky places, hear the word
and at once receive it with joy. '”But since
they have no root, theylast only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because
of the word, they quickly fall away. '8Still
others, like seed sown among thorns, hear
the word; ¥but the worries of this life, the de-
ceitfulness of wealth and the desires for oth-
er things come in and choke the word, mak-
ing it unfruitful. 22 Others, like seed sown on
good soil, hear the word, accept it, and pro-
duce a crop —some thirty, some sixty, some
ahundred times what was sown.”

A Lamp on a Stand

21He said to them, “Do you bring in alamp
to putitunder a bowl or abed? Instead, don’t
you put it on its stand? 22For whatever is hid-
denismeantto be disclosed, and whatever is
concealed is meant to be brought outinto the
open. 2If anyone has ears to hear, let them
hear.”

24“Consider carefully what you hear,” he
continued. “With the measure you use, it
will be measured to you—and even more.
25Whoever has will be given more; whoever
does not have, even what they have will be
taken from them.”

The Parable of the Growing Seed

26He also said, “This is what the king-
dom of God is like. A man scatters seed on
the ground. ?’Night and day, whether he
sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows,
though he does not know how. 28All by itself
the soil produces grain — first the stalk, then
the head, then the full kernel in the head.
29As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the
sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

@]2 Isaiah 6:9,10



the head, then the full kernel in the head.
29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the
sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

30Again he said, “What shall we say the
kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall
we use to describe it? 31t is like a mustard
seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on
earth. 32Yet when planted, it grows and be-
comes the largest of all garden plants, with
such big branches that the birds can perch in
its shade.”

33With many similar parables Jesus spoke
the word to them, as much as they could un-
derstand. 3*He did not say anything to them
without using a parable. But when he was
alone with his own disciples, he explained
everything.

That Which Defiles

The Pharisees and some of the teachers
ofthe lawwho had come from Jerusalem
gathered around Jesus 2and saw some of his
disciples eating food with hands that were
defiled, that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees
and all the Jews do not eat unless they give
their hands a ceremonial washing, holding
to the tradition of the elders. *When they
come from the marketplace they do not eat
unless they wash. And they observe many
other traditions, such as the washing of cups,
pitchers and kettles.%)
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law
askedJesus, “Why don't your discipleslive ac-
cording to the tradition of the elders instead
of eating their food with defiled hands?”
8He replied, “Isaiah was right when he
prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is
written:

“‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
7They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human
rules.’”

8You have let go of the commands of God and
are holding on to human traditions.”

9And he continued, “You have a fine way
of setting aside the commands of God in or-
der to observe® your own traditions! For
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and moth-

er,’% and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or
mother is to be put to death.”® ' But you say
thatif anyone declares that what might have
been used to help their father or mother is
Corban (that is, devoted to God) — '?then
you no longer let them do anything for their
father or mother. ¥ Thus you nullify the word
of God by your tradition that you have hand-
ed down. And you do many things like that.”

14Again Jesus called the crowd to him
and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and un-
derstand this. Nothing outside a person
can defile them by going into them. Rather,
it is what comes out of a person that defiles
them.” 161/

17 After he had left the crowd and entered
the house, his disciples asked him about
this parable. 8“Are you so dull?” he asked.
“Don’tyou see that nothing that enters a per-
son from the outside can defile them? ¥For
it doesn’t go into their heart but into their
stomach, and then out of the body.” (In say-
ing this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)

20He went on: “What comes out of a per-
son is what defiles them. 2!For it is from
within, out of a person’s heart, that evil
thoughts come — sexual immorality, theft,
murder, 22adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.
23 All these evils come from inside and defile
aperson.”

The Way of the Cross

8 Then he called the crowd to him along
with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants
to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. 3*For who-
ever wants to save their life? will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me and for the
gospel will save it. 3 What good is it for some-
one to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their
soul? ¥7Or what can anyone give in exchange
for their soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me
and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed
of them when he comes in his Father’s glory
with the holy angels.”

“4 Some early manuscripts pitchers, kettles and dining couches
€10 Exodus 21:17; Lev. 20:9

setup %10 Exodus20:12; Deut. 5:16
the words of 4:23.
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Whoever Is Not Against Us Is for Us

O  Teacher,” said John, “we saw some-
one driving out demons in your name and
we told him to stop, because he was not one
ofus.”

39“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no
one who does a miracle in my name can in
the next moment say anything bad about
me, 4°for whoever is not against us is for us.
4 TrulyI tell you, anyone who gives you a cup
of water in my name because you belong to
the Messiah will certainly not lose their re-
ward.

Causing to Stumble

42“If anyone causes one of these little
ones — those who believe in me —to stum-
ble, it would be better for them if a large
millstone were hung around their neck and
they were thrown into the sea. **If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter life maimed than with two
hands to go into hell, where the fire never
goes out. 47 %5 And if your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to en-
ter life crippled than to have two feet and be
thrown into hell. #6247 And if your eye caus-
es you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye
than to have two eyes and be thrown into
hell, ¥8where

wi

the worms that eat them do not die,
and the fire is not quenched.’

49Everyone will be salted with fire.

50“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness,
how can you make it salty again? Have salt
amongyourselves, and be at peace with each
other.”

Divorce

10 Jesus then left that place and went
into the region of Judea and across
the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to
him, and as was his custom, he taught them.
2Some Pharisees came and tested him by
asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?”
3“What did Moses command you?” he re-
plied.
4They said, “Moses permitted a man to

4They said, “Moses permitted a man to
write a certificate of divorce and send her
away.”

5“It was because your hearts were hard
that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied.
6“But at the beginning of creation God ‘made
them male and female.' ?‘For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife,?8and the two will become
one flesh.”“ So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined
together, let no one separate.”

1When they were in the house again, the
disciples asked Jesus about this. !"He an-
swered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and
marries another woman commits adultery
against her. '?And if she divorces her hus-
band and marries another man, she com-
mits adultery.”

The Little Children and Jesus

13people were bringing little children to
Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but
the disciples rebuked them. ¥When Jesus
saw this, he was indignant. He said to them,
“Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God be-
longs to such as these. '*Truly I tell you, any-
one who will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it.” 'And
he took the children in his arms, placed his
hands on them and blessed them.

The Rich and the Kingdom of God

17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran
up to him and fell on his knees before him.
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?”

18“Why do you call me good?” Jesus an-
swered. “No one is good — except God alone.
19You know the commandments: ‘You shall
not murder, you shall not commit adultery,
you shall not steal, you shall not give false
testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your
father and mother.?”

20“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have
kept since I was a boy.”

21Tesus looked at him and loved him. “One
thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything
you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, fol-
lowme.”

b 44,46 Some manuscripts include here the words of verse 48.
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22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away
sad, because he had great wealth.

23Jesus looked around and said to his dis-
ciples, “How hard itis for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God!”

24The disciples were amazed at his words.
But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it
is® to enter the kingdom of God! ?1It is easi-
er for a camel to go through the eye of a nee-
dle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.”

26The disciples were even more amazed,
and said to each other, “Who then can be
saved?”

27TJesus looked at them and said, “With
man this is impossible, but not with God; all
things are possible with God.”

28Then Peter spoke up, “We have left ev-
erything to follow you!”

29“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no
one who has left home or brothers or sis-
ters or mother or father or children or fields
for me and the gospel 3%will fail to receive a
hundred times as much in this present age:
homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children
and fields — along with persecutions —and
in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many
who are first will be last, and the last first.”

The Parable of the Tenants

Jesus then began to speak to them
in parables: “A man planted a vine-
yard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for
the winepress and built a watchtower. Then
he rented the vineyard to some farmers and
moved to another place. 2At harvest time he
sent a servant to the tenants to collect from
them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But
they seized him, beat him and senthim away
empty-handed. *Then he sent another ser-
vant to them; they struck this man on the
head and treated him shamefully. >He sent
still another, and that one they killed. He
sent many others; some of them they beat,
others they killed.
6“He had one left to send, a son, whom he
loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’
7“But the tenants said to one another,
‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and
the inheritance will be ours.” So they took
him and killed him, and threw him out of the

vineyard.

9“What then will the owner of the vine-
yard do? He will come and kill those tenants
and give the vineyard to others. °Haven't
you read this passage of Scripture:

“‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
and itis marvelous in our eyes'f?”

12Then the chief priests, the teachers of
the law and the elders looked for a way to
arrest him because they knew he had spo-
ken the parable against them. But they were
afraid of the crowd; so theyleft him and went
away.

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar

13Later they sent some of the Pharisees
and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his
words. *They came to him and said, “Teach-
er, we know that you are a man of integrity.
You aren't swayed by others, because you pay
no attention to who they are; but you teach
the way of God in accordance with the truth.
Isitright to pay the imperial tax® to Caesar or
not? 1*Should we pay or shouldn’t we?”

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why
are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring
me a denarius and let me look at it.” 1 They
brought the coin, and he asked them,
“Whose image is this? And whose inscrip-
tion?”

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

17Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is
God’s.”

And they were amazed at him.

Marriage at the Resurrection

8Then the Sadducees, who say there is no
resurrection, came to him with a question.
19“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us
that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife
but no children, the man must marry the
widow and raise up offspring for his brother.
20Now there were seven brothers. The first
one married and died without leaving any
children. 2! The second one married the wid-
ow, but he also died, leaving no child. It was
the same with the third. 22In fact, none of the
seven left any children. Last of all, the wom-

/11 Psalm 118:22,23



an died too. 23At the resurrection? whose
wife will she be, since the seven were mar-
ried to her?”

24]esus replied, “Are you not in error be-
cause you do not know the Scriptures or
the power of God? 2*When the dead rise,
they will neither marry nor be given in mar-
riage; they will be like the angels in heaven.
26Now about the dead rising— have you not
read in the Book of Moses, in the account of
the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘T
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob’¢? 27He is not the God
of the dead, but of the living. You are badly
mistaken!”

The Greatest Commandment

280ne of the teachers of the law came and
heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus
had given them a good answer, he asked
him, “Of all the commandments, which is
the most important?”

29“The most important one,” answered
Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one.4 3*Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.’¢ 3 The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself. There is no com-
mandment greater than these.”

32“Well said, teacher,” the man replied.
“You are right in saying that God is one and
there is no other but him. 33To love him with
all your heart, with all your understanding
and with all your strength, and to love your
neighbor as yourself is more important than
all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he had answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from
the kingdom of God.” And from then on no
one dared ask him any more questions.

Warning Against the Teachers of the Law

38 As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for
the teachers of the law. They like to walk
around in flowing robes and be greeted with
respect in the marketplaces, 3*and have the
most important seats in the synagogues and
the places of honor at banquets. *°They de-
vour widows’ houses and for a show make

lengthy prayers. These men will be punished -

most severely.”

The Widow’s Offering

4Tesus sat down opposite the place where
the offerings were put and watched the
crowd putting their money into the temple
treasury. Many rich people threw in large
amounts. *?But a poor widow came and put
in two very small copper coins, worth only a
few cents.

43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put
more into the treasury than all the others.
#They all gave out of their wealth; but she,
out of her poverty, put in everything —all
she had tolive on.”

FOR NOTES
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