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PERCHED HIGH WITHIN THE TREES ON THE COAST OF
GEORGETOWN, THREE CLEVER LITTLE HOMES ARE
PROVIDING AMPLE INSPIRATION TO MAINE TRAVELERS.

by KATY KELLEHER
Photography by ERIN LITTLE

Opposite page: The tree dwellings were designed by Marsha Dunn and constructed by Loren Francis. They sit on a long slope of woodland overlooking the Back
River in Georgetown. This page: The bedrooms feature swing arm wall sconces designed by Marsha, reclaimed wood windows, and comfortable king-size beds.
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What is so appealing about sleeping ina
tree house? It's a question I return to time
and again as [ explore three tree dwellings
that have been erected on the coast of
Georgetown, a series of little woodland
homes perched high in the pines. Their

size makes them cute, and that's certainly
appealing. They are also rather whimsical —
and well designed, with Scandinavian-
inspired interiors and cleverly laid-out floor
plans. But it’s more than that, says builder
and co-owner Loren Francis. He's covered
in sawdust and his long wild hair is pulled
back in a bun. He balances his baby daughter,
Pippy, on his hip as he talks, sometimes
lifting her over his head playfully. “Tree
houses make you feel like a kid again,” he
says. “They take you back.”

There’s also something to be said for the
view. I'm sipping coffee on an unstained
Adirondack chair that has weathered to
alight dusty gray, looking out through
reclaimed windows down a long wooded

slope to marshlands divided by the sinuous
curve of the Back River. I don't usually
observe the world from this viewpoint—it's
the perspective of a squirrel or a chipmunk,
high above eye level, but not as high as a
plane or a bird. “When you're in the trees
and you feel the breeze coming in, you feel
as though you're part of nature in a different
way. There aren’t any boundaries between
you and the trees, there’s a continuous

flow between inside and outside,” says
Marsha Dunn, who, along with her husband,
Philip Francis (brother to Loren), and

Ida Lennestal (Loren’s partner) comprise
the four-person team behind Seguin Tree
Dwellings. “There’s a tranquility to the view
up there,” she adds.

This view inspired the project, explain Loren
and Ida, who currently live in a vintage
camper that they bought and renovated

and parked on his parents’ nearby property.
(Vintage campers are another obsession of
Loren’s—he’s bought five of them in the past

few years.) “My family has been here since
the 1970s—they were part of the back-to-
the-land generation,” explains Loren. As
kids, both Philip and Loren often looked
across the water from their parents’ 55-acre
property in Georgetown, wondering about
this forested hill, this wild piece of land.
When it went on the market in 2015, Loren
decided to explore it in earnest, taking long
walks through the woods. One day, as he
stood on the crest of the hill, he realized
that there was something missing from the
real estate listing. “He saw there was this
possibility for incredible views,” Marsha
remembers. “He said to me and Philip, ‘Let’s
do something with it. Let’s get the land.”

They closed on the property on Leap Year
Day, February 29, 2016. From that day, the
foursome has been caught up in a whirlwind
of work, constructing the three dwellings (a
job overseen by Loren), managing bookings
and sales (Philip handles this end of the
business), and figuring out the aesthetics of
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Midcoast Maine in the summer is a glorious sight. The Francis family has lived in Georgeiown snce e 1870s, farming on @ nearby peninsula.

“When you're in the trees
and you feel the breege
coming in, you feel as
though you're part of natwre
in a different wa.g.”







””

vou feel
ack.

Marsha designed the floor plan of the tree dwellings. In the initial skefches, the windows were going to hinge

“Tree houses make
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product, they have overhead hinges, which make for a better view.
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From left: The decor inside is woodsy and natural, and even includes a few small potted plants. The builders and owners of these tree dwellings hope that visitors
will gain a new perspective from staying in their unique rental cottages—perhaps even be inspired o do some creative work of their own.

everything as affordable as possible,” Loren
says. “But as we went along, we began to
elevate the design. By the end, we were doing
all custom kitchens and baths, with custom
cabinetry.” As Marsha explains it, the biggest
design challenge was to “create an interior
space with clean lines and minimalist

decor that gave a sense of tranquility and
openness to the trees outside without
impeding functionality. This led to things
like designing a hanging closet into the
headboard.”

Instead of imposing limits on their creativity,
Loren says that the dwelling’s small size
encouraged them to dream big. “I wanted
to use our creativity instead of monetary
resources to build a truly interesting
space,” he said. “From the beginning, it was
important to me that we build something
that people would talk about. It’s those
places you remember—the weird ones, like
the bar with a secret arcade in the back.”
The tree houses also tap into the national

trend of choosing experiential purchases
over material ones. Tree dwellings, as Loren
intuited, provide fodder for dinner party
stories and a scenic backdrop for family
photographs. Before the first tree dwelling
was even in place, dozens of people on
Airbnb had already booked the room. (After
Ivisited the Seguin Tree Dwellings, I went
online to book my own stay, only to find that
summer 2017 was entirely blocked out for all
three houses.)

While rentals will play a large part in the
future of the tree dwellings, Loren, Ida,
Marsha, and Philip hope to use the space
for another purpose during the shoulder
seasons. “We have a dream of creating a
gathering space for artists and students. We
may not build more tree houses, but we do
want to build another place where people
can come together,” Ida says. “It was the real
impetus behind the project,” Loren adds.
“We didn’t build these to make money. Our
goal was to create something interesting

and beautiful, and possibly a place where
we could host other creative people.”
Artists could use the forested seclusion to
disconnect from their daily lives, drawing
inspiration from the natural landscape,
perhaps gaining a new perspective from
their perch in the trees.

“Already, a number of people who have
visited have said they felt reinspired to bring
creativity back into their own lives,” Marsha
says. “I've been so moved by how much the
tree dwellings have already meant to people.”
In particular, she recalls one entry in the
guestbook that made her feel as though all
the hard work, all the effort they put into
constructing these elevated houses, was
worth it. The guest wrote, “Sometimes in
your life, you find a place you needed to be,
and that place can help heal your soul.’ That,”
Marsha says, “meant so much to me.” +

(.) Thousands of Maine homes, 10 years and counting.

Follow us: Fucebook.com/OurMaineHomes
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