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Dedicated to publishing clear, passionate Canadian voices
Wolsak and Wynn is an eccentric literary press based in the heart of Hamilton, Ontario. With steel mills
on one side of us, the Niagara Escarpment on the other, and Toronto somewhere off in the distance,
we spend our time producing brilliant, highly individual, and sometimes provocative books. With over
30 years of publishing behind us, we’ve won a number of awards for our books, from the Governor
General’s Award for Poetry to the Pigskin Peter’s Award for Nominally Narrative Canadian Cartooning.
Wolsak and Wynn publishes poetry, fiction, and nonfiction for nearly every taste.
About our imprints:
Buckrider Books features cutting-edge poetry and genre-bending fiction that challenge everyday
literary conventions. On the outskirts of the mainstream, we feel these books represent the best that
contemporary literature has to offer.
James Street North Books focuses on telling the stories of Hamilton, and the area around it, by the
authors who live here. From histories of our institutions to collections of poems that capture the
essence of our neighbourhoods, these books know our city intimately.
Poplar Press is devoted to books you want to read, rather than the books you perhaps should be
reading. Whether the stories involve young heroes fending off giant centipedes or are childhood
memories of snails escaping the cooking pot, along with a recipe for the snails, these books will keep
you turning pages.
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Guy

Or Why Women Love Me
Jowita Bydlowska
Canadian Literary Fiction

ISBN-13: 978-1-928088233
ISBN-10: 1-928088236
$20.00 | trade paperback
5.5" x 8.5" | 230 pp
October 2015

Guy thinks he’s God’s gift to women. But then again, so do women.
Guy is a successful talent agent who dates models, pop stars, and women he meets on the beach. He’s a narcissistic, judgmental snob who
rates women’s looks from 1 to 10; a racist, homophobic megalomaniac who makes fun of people’s weight; a cheating, lying, manipulative
jerk who sees his older girlfriend as nothing more than an adornment. His only real friend, besides his dog, is a loser who belongs to a
pick-up artist group. Guy is completely oblivious to his own lack of empathy, and his greatest talent is hiding it all … until he meets
someone who challenges him in a way he’s never been challenged before.
Darkly funny, Guy is a brilliant and insightful character study that exposes the twisted thoughts of the misogynist bro next
door.
Praise for Jowita Bydlowska:
“She’s a Canadian writer headed for even more greatness.” —Heather Mallick, Toronto Star
Jowita Bydlowska is the author of the bestselling memoir Drunk Mom. A journalist and fiction writer, she lives in Toronto, ON.

Sales & Marketing:
• A Buckrider Book.
• Launches in Toronto and Hamilton, and national tour, with
stops in Montreal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Calgary, Vancouver.
• Festival submissions, including IFOA, Ottawa International
Writers Festival, Banff-Calgary WORDfest and Vancouver
Writers Fest.
• Social media push with online interviews, blog posts, Twitter
and Facebook campaigns, and Goodreads giveaways.
• ARCs to national, international, and regional media.
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Evenings and Weekends		
Andrew Baulcomb

Nonfiction | Music

ISBN-13: 978-1-928088240
ISBN-10: 1-928088244
$22.00 | trade paperback
6" x 9" | 250 pp
October 2015

Indie bands, punk rockers, hidden dance clubs, Andrew Baulcomb tours the reader through Hamilton’s explosive music scene.
Hamilton has always been known for its music scene. From blues singer Long John Baldry to punk rock groups like Teenage Head,
musicians, and music have made their home here. But Andrew Baulcomb is charting a new group of performers in Evenings and
Weekends. A generation of musicians who came of age with “renters and boomerang basement-dwellers,” those students who left
university just as the bottom dropped out of the global economy.
Baulcomb starts the story in 2006 when he was the senior arts editor at The Silhouette, McMaster’s student newspaper, and singer Max
Kerman pressed him one of his first CDs. He ends it when Kerman took the stage at Supercrawl with the Arkells in 2014 before a crowd
of thousands. But the Arkells are only one part of the vibrant music scene Baulcomb captures in this book. From innovative DJs to venue
owners to radio hosts to punk rockers, he interviews them all and weaves the story of an explosion of music in Hamilton with that of a
generation adrift. This is a coming-of-age story that puts a human face on the people who made the music happen, and on those who
listened to it.
“You know, it’s funny,” offers local radio host Jamie Smith. “You leave Hamilton and you mention Hamilton to someone and they’ ll say, ‘Oh,
Caribou is from there. Oh, Junior Boys are from there.’ And you’re like, ‘You know about them?’ You have to say to yourself, ‘Jesus Christ, man,
get out of your goddamn bubble and believe that they’re from here.’ They are the ambassadors, and a lot of people follow them.”
~from Evenings and Weekends
Andrew Baulcomb is a freelance writer and former reporter based in Hamilton, ON. His interviews and music features have appeared in
VICE, The Hamilton Spectator, I Heart Hamilton, Zink Magazine, Niagara This Week, VIEW Magazine, and several other publications. In
2008, he graduated from McMaster University with a combined honours degree in cultural studies & critical theory and art history. For
more than a decade, his fascination with Hamilton’s thriving arts scene and shifting cultural identity has informed much of his work.
Sales & Marketing:
• A James Street North Book.
• Hamilton launch at Supercrawl Festival, Toronto joint
launch, regional tour.
• Festival submissions, including Ottawa International Writers
Festival, BookFest Windsor, gritLIT: Hamilton’s Readers and
Writers Festival, and IFOA.
• Social media push with online interviews, blog posts, Twitter
and Facebook campaigns, and Goodreads giveaways.
• ARCs to national and regional media; article and excerpt
already secured with Hamilton Magazine for fall issue.
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Lines of Flight
An Atomic Memoir
Julie Salverson
History

ISBN-13: 978-1-928088257
ISBN-10: 1-928088252
$20.00 | trade paperback
5.5" x 8.5" | 200 pp
October 2015

From Great Bear Lake to Hiroshima, Julie Salverson traces the radioactive trail of uranium through society.
Julie Salverson works with survivors of trauma. As a playwright, she helps them tell their stories, work through their pain, bears witness to
their suffering. But she is on the verge of buckling under the weight of these stories when a friend pulls her into a different kind of story.
A group of Dene from Délįne, on the shores of the Great Bear Lake, where the uranium that went into the bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki had been mined, had gone to Japan to apologize for their actions.
From this Northern community Salverson traces the journey of the uranium from Canada to New Mexico and onto Japan. Along the
way she examines the impact of the element on the communities where it was mined, processed, and turned into weapons. Questions of
forgiveness and the blurry lines between victim and perpetrator are addressed in a way that offers healing, but no simple answers. The
result is unexpected beauty and hard-won insights that ripple through this narrative like stones dropped on still water as Salverson charts
the influence nuclear arms have had on her own life and on the lives of those touched by the various traumas of war, atomic or otherwise.

For the rest of that week in Délįne, I am told that the problem with Canadian history is that it has left the Dene out of the story. I need to hear
this; my fear of saying the wrong thing might make me do the same. Stories are passed down in Délįne about what it was like to work at the
mine.
~from Lines of Flight
Julie Salverson is a playwright and nonfiction writer who teaches writing and drama at Queen’s University and the Royal Military College of Canada. She has created projects in community engaged arts practice for many years, and works with groups to practice resiliency
through the exchange and development of stories. Salverson is a member of the Playwright’s Guild of Canada and her plays have been
produced in Canada, the US and Thailand. She lives in Kingston, ON. Visit her website at https://jsalverson.wordpress.com/.
Sales & Marketing:
• Launches in Toronto, Hamilton, and Kingston, and a
tour with stops in Winnipeg, Edmonton, and possibly
Whitehorse.
• Festival submissions, including IFOA, Thin Air: The
Winnipeg International Writers Festival, and Litfest Alberta.
• Social media push with online interviews, blog posts, Twitter
and Facebook campaigns, and Goodreads giveaways.
• ARCs to national, international and regional media.
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The Description of the World		
Johanna Skibsrud
Poetry

ISBN-13: 978-1-928088219
ISBN-10: 1-92808821X
$18.00 | trade paperback
5.75" x 8.5" | 100 pp
October 2015

An elegant and far-sighted collection from the Giller-winning poet.
The Description of the World was the original title for Marco Polo’s writings about his travels, but in describing the world, Polo also helped
to create it. In this collection, Johanna Skibsrud asks: Is our world really what it appears to be? How do we shape it through language?
And if language can create our world, can it also transform or destroy it?
A sense of vastness permeates the poems. Vistas and open fields are created rather than described. In these spaces, Skibsrud confronts
us with the question of our own annihilation: atomic warfare, nuclear fallout, and apocalyptic imagery inspired by French artist Jean
Tinguely’s Study for an End of the World.
In turn, Skibsrud also addresses the subject of birth and renewal. In a final sequence of poems inspired by the birth of her daughter, we
arrive at an understanding of ourselves in relation not only to the world we are born to, but to our role in a world we are still, and always,
in the process of creating.
“An arresting fusion of interior mindscape and exterior landscape.” —Judith Fitzgerld, The Globe and Mail
“An utterly original and compelling collection.”—George Elliot Clarke, Maple Tree Literary Supplement
Johanna Skibsrud is the author of two previous collections of poetry, I Do Not Think That I Could Love a Human Being and Late
Nights with Wild Cowboys; two novels, Quartet for the End of Time and the 2010 Scotiabank Giller Prize–winning novel The
Sentimentalists; and the short fiction collection This Will Be Difficult to Explain and Other Stories. An assistant professor of English
at the University of Arizona, Skibsrud and her family divide their time between Tucson, AZ, and Cape Breton, NS.

Sales & Marketing:
• A Buckrider Book.
• Launches in Toronto, Hamilton, and Arizona.
• Festival submissions, including IFOA, Ottawa International
Writers Festival, and major reading series.
• Social media push with online interviews, blog posts, Twitter
and Facebook campaigns, and Goodreads giveaways.
• ARCs to national, international and regional media.
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On Not Losing My Father’s Ashes in the Flood
Richard Harrison
Poetry

ISBN-13: 978-1-928088226
ISBN-10: 1-928088228
$18.00 | trade paperback
5.75" x 8.5" | 100 pp
October 2015

Award-winning author Richard Harrison returns to poetry with a moving tribute to his late father.
In his final years, Richard Harrison’s father suffered from a form of dementia, but he died without ever forgetting the poems he had
memorized as a student and had taught to Richard as a child. In 2013, the poet feared his father’s ashes had been lost in the flood water
that ravaged Alberta—a crisis that would become the inciting event and central theme of this collection. Combining elements of memoir,
elegy, lyrical essay and personal correspondence with appreciations of literary works ranging from haiku to comic books, Harrison has
written a book of great intellectual depth that is as generous as it is enchanting.
“The voice in Harrison’s poems demonstrate a ruthless, transparency of thought we hide from even those we love. In this nakedness and
vulnerability, Harrison finds a terrible, necessary beauty.” —Christoper Wiebe, Vue Magazine
Richard Harrison is the author of seven books of poetry, among them, Governor General’s Award nominated Big Breath of a Wish,
poems on his daughter’s acquisition of language; and Hero of the Play, the first book of poetry launched at the Hockey Hall of Fame.
His poetry has been translated into French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Arabic. He teaches creative writing at Calgary’s Mount Royal
University where he also lectures on the graphic novel.

Sales & Marketing:
• A Buckrider Book.
• Launches in Toronto, Hamilton, and Calgary in concert with
the Banff-Calgary WORDfest.
• Festival submissions, including Edmonton Poetry Festival,
Saskatchewan Festival of Words and Thin Air: Winnipeg
International Writers Festival.
• Social media push with online interviews, blog posts, twitter
and Facebook campaigns, and Goodreads giveaways.
• ARCs to national and regional media.

Also Available:
Worthy of His Fall
by Richard Harrison
ISBN-13: 978-1-894987042
$15.00 | trade paperback
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Love, Despite the Ache		
Chris Pannell
Poetry

ISBN-13: 978-1-928088158
ISBN-10: 1-928088155
$18.00 | trade paperback
5.75" x 8.5" | 80 pp
October 2015

A deeply felt collection of poetry that confronts death, loss, and love.
Love is complicated, and Chris Pannell has captured the sharp pain and deep affection of a son for his parents as they age and slip away
from him. In lines that are clear, honest, and specific, he unpacks the family histories that bind him to his past. From corgis to seafaring
uncles to Christmas trees, he charts the path of his parents’ descent, with the heartbreaking question of his mother ringing in our ears,
asking him, and all of us, “Christopher, are you going to take me home?”
Along with love and loss, this is a book about our own aging. Our own, inevitable, death. Pannell writes of seeing close friends die
unexpectedly, watching elderly couples as they travel together. He considers wheelchairs, walkers, lost memories and rests for a few
moments in the contemplation of great art. Pannell details it all unsparingly, but with a great humanity. The ocean is crossed and
recrossed, the LPs are sorted and disposed of, and in the end the stars hold his fear.
Births and weddings, the first time I met you—
memories jostle like a pack of hungry cats
the remains of a life are the pictures and the stories told
but at the next funeral, we say
we’ve got to stop meeting like this—
~from “The Watch”
Chris Pannell’s previous collection, A Nervous City, won the Hamilton Arts Council’s Kerry Schooley Award. Another book, Drive,
received the Acorn-Plantos Award for People’s Poetry and the Arts Hamilton Award for Best Poetry Book of the Year. His other books
include Under Old Stars, Everything Comes from Above, and Sorry I Spent Your Poem. From 1993 until 2005 he ran the New
Writing Workshop at Hamilton Artists Inc. and edited two book-length anthologies for the group. He has been published in literary
magazines internationally. He lives in Hamilton, ON.
Sales & Marketing:
• A James Street North Book.
• Launches in Toronto and Hamilton.
• Festival submissions, including gritLIT: Hamilton’s Readers
& Writers Festival, Ottawa International Writers Festival,
Edmonton Poetry Festival.
• Social media push with online interviews, blog posts, Twitter
and Facebook campaigns, and Goodreads giveaways.
• ARCs to national and regional media.
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Also Available:
A Nervous City
by Chris Pannell
ISBN: 978-1-894987745
$17.00 | trade paperback

Backlist Highlights
Death Valley		
Susan Perly

Eight-Wheeled Freedom

Fiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088103
Spring 2016 | trade paperback | $22.00

Nonfiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088134
Spring 2016 | trade paperback | $22.00

“Hypnotic and startling, with a cast of troubled artists and
agents, this sensual novel is a lush fever dream of power, politics,
betrayal and revenge. With scenes so vivid and unflinching and
downright bizarre, this novel gets under your skin like the desert
sand at its core.” —Jennifer LoveGrove, author of Watch How
We Walk

The Derby Nerd’s Short History
of Flat Track Roller Derby

D.D. Miller

In this entertaining and thoughtful look at what may be the
first truly feminist sport, D.D. Miller explains roller derby to
newcomers, reports on its rise to popularity, considers its roots in
riot grrrl and DIY culture, and examines the importance of the
LGBTQ community to the sport.

A Sparrow Came Down
Respledent		
Stuart Ross

Kids in Triage		
Kilby Smith-McGregor

Poetry
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088110
Spring 2016 | trade paperback | $18.00

Poetry
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088127
Spring 2016 | trade paperback | $18.00

Punctuated with his more surreal verse, portraits of family
members, friends, mentors—even himself—are rendered with
arresting care and delicacy. Readers, whether they are familiar
with his work or new to it, will be drawn into the warm honesty
of these poems, and be disarmed by the unruly humour of his
more audacious inventions.

“A bone-deep understanding of history, both personal and public.
And yet the poet somehow balances the necessary emotional
distance with empathy, tenderness and dark wit. Beyond that
there’s an obvious joy in the care that goes with good writing—
gusts of cadence, fired language and glimpsed insight that left me
breathless.” —Gil Adamson, author of The Outlander

Mixing Memory and
Desire: The Great War in

The Fishers of Paradise
R achael Preston

Nonfiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088141
Spring 2016 | trade paperback | $25.00

Fiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088165
Spring 2016 | trade paperback | $22.00

Contemporary Commonwealth
Fiction | Brian Kennedy

Memory may have become history with the death of the last
soldier who fought in World War I, but Brian Kennedy argues
that our collective need to grieve the horrors of that war
still remains. Looking at a variety of fiction he considers the
traditional tropes, modern revisionings, the role of women in the
war and more.

Depression-era Hamilton comes to life in this award-winning
novel. Young Egypt Fisher is watching her community be
destroyed by city planners as her family is torn apart by its own
secrets. With rich prose, deft storytelling and a fascinating
boathouse community as a setting, The Fishers of Paradise is a
contemporary classic.
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Nobody Here Will Harm You

A Profession of Hope

Shawn Selway

Jenna Butler

Mass Medical Evacuation from
the Eastern Arctic 1950–1965
Nonfiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088097
Spring 2016 | trade paperback
$25.00 | 12 b&w photos

Farming on the Edge of the
Grizzly Trail
Nonfiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088080
Fall 2015 | trade paperback | $20.00

A thorough investigation of the
evacuation of Inuit sufferers of
tuberculosis from the eastern Arctic to
Mountain Sanatorium in Hamilton,
Ontario.

“From her ‘mad little farm’ on the edge
of the northern forest, Jenna Butler—
poet, essayist and X-treme gardener—
has brought in a harvest of home
truths.” —Candace Savage

The Society of Experience
Matt Cahill

Bedlam Cowslip

Fiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088042
Fall 2015 | trade paperback | $22.00

Poetry
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088059
Fall 2015 | trade paperback | $18.00

“A stylish amalgam of science fiction
and domestic realism, inspired in part
by Eastern European science fiction and
the Theosophical Society.” —Robert J.
Wiersema, Quill & Quire

“A real rapacious romp through the
fields of blooms and language. Lynes
[has a] wicked ability to empathize with
the thoughts, motions, aches and losses
of this singular poet.” —Catherine
Owen

Our Inland Sea		
James Lindsay

Unquiet Bones		
Peter Midgley

Poetry
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088066
Fall 2015 | trade paperback | $18.00

Poetry
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088073
Fall 2015 | trade paperback | $18.00

“There’s no such thing as mundane reality in this eclectic, weirdly entertaining
collection.” —Barb Carey, Toronto Star

“Reminds the reader of the physicality,
substantiality of words. They are just
beautiful to hold in the mouth. Yes
they perform other functions, but just
consider their heft and sinuousness.”
—Tim Lilburn

The Midnight Games		
David Neil Lee

The Other 23 & a Half Hours

Young Adult Fiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-894987967
Fall 2015 | trade paperback | $12.00
“A very funny and unexpected addition
to the Cthulhu mythos and the horror
genre.” —Evan Munday
“It’s gripping and strange from beginning to end.” —Jessica Rose, Hamilton
Magazine
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The John Clare Poems

Jeanette Lynes

Or Everything You Wanted to
Know that Your MFA Didn’t Teach
You | Catherine Owen
Nonfiction
ISBN-13: 978-1-928088004
Spring 2015 | trade paperback | $20.00

“A clear, keen contemporary snapshot of
Canada’s vibrant poetry community. A
must read for any new, emerging poet.”
—Mark McCawley, Urban Graffiti

