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‘Little 15′ is a personal project by the amazing San Francisco based photographer Desiree Pfeiffer. Knowing what we do about the project,

we felt it would be doing both the photographer and the project a disservice by trying to describe how much we love it and its subject

matter. We felt it was better to allow Desiree to take the stage and wow you with her talents. However before we do that, we just want to

say that we think it’s one of the most amazing pieces of work we’ve ever seen. It’s absolutely heavenly in its beauty. The story it tells is

wonderful  and we for one are in serious awe and humbled by the fact that Desiree Pfeiffer has taken the time to tell  us more about it.

Can you tell us about Little 15?

When I was a teenager I wanted to be Anton Corbin and take portraits of musicians. Later I realized the response these photographs

evoked, rather than the artists themselves, was the more interesting subject matter. “Little 15″ is a collection of photographs inspired by the

soundtrack of my teenage years. Each song and accompanying image captures a poignant moment during my adolescence, real or

reimagined, and involves my interpretation of what I recall the song signifying.

What was the inspiration behind the project?

The inspiration initially came with the current trend of all things 90s (at least in the U.S.). I was a teenager in the 90s and recently I’ve found

myself walking into stores hearing the music I was listening to at 15. Walking into Urban Outfitters is like re-entering my teenage closet. After I

got over the idea that this resurgence must mean I’m a dinosaur, I found myself nostalgic. I began compulsively listening to albums by The
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Cure and The Smiths, which led me down a rabbit hole into all the other bands I strongly identified with as a teenager. I found myself

thinking about how music played such an important role in my youth; everything you experience as a teenager seems so intense, and I felt

like the music had saved me. It definitely helped shape my influences in a larger sense.

We’d love to know more about why you chose to execute the images within the series the way you did? 

Initially I had strict parameters and I wouldn’t allow myself to pursue a concept unless it was in line with the rules I had set out for myself.

After a while I realized this was stifling and that I needed to allow things to evolve organically. I’m interested in creativity stemming from the

unconscious, almost on an improvisational level. I’ve always had a tendency to over think concepts, and lately I’ve been trying to work out

my ideas in a different manner. So far I have been pleased with the results.

Once a month I meet with my friend Dave, who is an illustrator. After a few drinks we start storyboarding my ideas.  I start with one visual

element that’s been swimming around my head, he starts drawing that, and then we start adding to the story. I think it’s incredibly useful to

draw out your ideas, and by having Dave draw out my description, with his own take on my verbal cues, gives me the insight of a viewer.

The sketch is a jumping off point for me. Things change and evolve, but having something concrete to look at really helps. Although there is

not a single conscious narrative, I am attempting to convey a range of emotions while projecting an overall  sense of magical realism, i.e.,

creating an environment in which fantastical and real elements merge.

 What we’re the biggest challenges you came across?

The biggest challenge lately has been trying to find, or create, the environments I see in my head. Most of the environments don’t exist, or

don’t exist in the way I want them too. I’ve had to invent many of them through compositing, which is time consuming. I’d say this is

especially true with the last 5 images I’ve shot for this series that have not yet been edited. The other challenge is that I pretty much do

everything myself, with the exception of digging five foot ditches and setting up and filling a pool – my husband has been recruited for these

jobs. This is a self-funded art project, so I can’t afford to hire assistants, or wardrobe / hair and makeup people. I’m currently fantasizing

about having someone do all my Photoshop work while I sleep eight hours, not having to go to my day job, and spending the rest of the

afternoon drinking whiskey.

What’s the one thing you’d ask viewers of this project to take away with them?

I hope viewers feel they can relate on some subconscious level, or that it triggers a memory of their own; ultimately you hope to evoke

emotion.

Looking at it right now, in its unfinished state, how do you feel about it? excited?!

I’m feeling good about it. I think my ideas for this project are getting stronger and that I’m just starting to scratch the surface in bringing my

creative ideas to fruition. I feel I’ve also matured in my technical skills. Things don’t always go right, but I try learning from the mistakes and

keep moving forward.

Also can you tell us one random fact about you,

When I’m on the bus, I mentally Photoshop people’s faces.

Your favourite colour

Blue. If I were really clever I’d have a Pantone number listed.

The name of your best friend,

Automne Zingg. She’s a multi-talented artist herself.  We met while working at a record store years ago (back when those still  existed). She’s

irreplaceable.

Whether you prefer gibbons or orang-utans,

Orangutans.

Superman or Batman?!

Batman!

Too see more work from this amazing project and more of Desiree fantastic work please visit her website.
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