
Governor Andrew Cuomo 

NYS State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

December 7, 2017 

 

RE:  New York State Needs a Comprehensive Single-Use Bag Policy 

 

Governor Cuomo, 

 

We, the undersigned, strongly urge New York State to move forward with a comprehensive 

policy to curb the use of single-use bags in the Fiscal Year 2019 Budget. As you know, over a 

dozen municipalities around the state have passed local ordinances aimed at reducing plastic and 

paper bag use while others are currently considering legislation. However, plastic pollution is an 

issue that impacts the entire state. It would be beneficial to tackle this issue on the state level, 

rather than through piecemeal local laws, and the formation of the New York Plastic Bag Task 

Force was an encouraging first step. Using lessons learned from municipalities around the state 

and the country, we urge New York State to move forward with a comprehensive policy 

aimed at limiting single-use bag use through addressing all bag types, including a fee 

component on paper bags, to encourage consumer behavior change and promote the switch 

to reusable bags. 

 

Every year, taxpayers across New York State foot the bill to send tens of billions of single-use 

bags to landfills. The burden of disposing of these bags, as well as cleaning up plastic bag litter 

from streets, beaches, and storm drains, rests on local municipalities – resulting in tens of 

millions of taxpayer dollars literally being thrown away. Many of the plastic bags we consume 

do not make it to landfills, but end up in our local waterways, where they kill wildlife and 

ultimately contribute to the growing problem of plastic pollution in our oceans. To save money, 

reduce litter in our parks and on our streets, and protect our water resources, municipalities have 

enacted bans and fees on single-use bags.  

 

While simply banning thin plastic bags has been somewhat successful at the local level, we have 

concerns that this type of legislation would not encourage lasting consumer behavior change if 

enacted on state-wide scale. There are three types of bag laws, all of which have been enacted in 

New York: bans on thin plastic bags, fees on all carryout bags (plastic, paper, and reusable), and 

a hybrid, which bans single-use plastic bags and places on fee on all other bags. Many of the 

municipalities that banned thin plastic bags have seen retailers switching to thicker “reusable” 

plastic bag or paper bags and fewer consumers making the permanent switch to reusable bags, 

since a no-cost carry-out bag is still provided at check-out.  

 

However, both fees on carryout bags and a ban-fee hybrid model have proven successful at 

encouraging consumers to make the permanent switch to reusable bags and at significantly 

reducing waste and litter from single-use bags:  

 San Jose, California, where a hybrid model ban on thin plastic bags and fee on all other 

bags was enacted in 2012, has seen 89% percent fewer bags in storm drains, 60% fewer 

in creeks, and 59% fewer in streets.  
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 In Los Angeles County, which has a similar ban/free hybrid model in place, single-use 

bag consumption has decreased by 95%, including a 30% decrease in paper bag use, 

while saving the county taxpayers millions of dollars of bag clean-up costs.  

 

Fees on carryout bags have also successfully reduced plastic bag use in major US cities. 

 Washington DC, which enacted a 5 cent fee on carryout bags in 2010, has seen an 

approximate 60-80% decrease in single use bags; and  

 Chicago, which placed a 7 cent tax on bags last year, and in the first month alone 

experienced a 42% drop in number of plastic and paper bags Chicagoans used to haul 

home their groceries. 

 

The money collected from a fee, either on all carryout bags or on paper and thicker plastic bags 

in conjunction with the ban/hybrid model, should be used, at least in part, for environmental 

projects. Currently, municipalities including Suffolk County and City of Long Beach, are unable 

to allocate a portion of the funds collected from their 5 cent carryout bag fee for environmental 

purposes without state enabling legislation.  While the Plastic Bag Task Force is due to issue a 

determination on the best policy for New York State by the end of the year, we would 

recommend that the Governor, Senate, and Assembly ensure that this policy includes a fee 

component, and that a portion of that fee is directed to environmental protection projects. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Molly Ornati 

Co-Facilitator  

350BK 

 

 
Margaret Perkins 

Steering Committee 

350NYC 

 
George Povall 

Executive Director 

All Our Energy 

 

  
Nate Drag 

Watershed Project Coordinator, NY 

Alliance for the Great Lakes 

 

      
Don Riepe 

Jamaica Bay Program Director 

American Littoral Society 

  
Lynn Neuman 

Director 

Artichoke Dance Company 
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Sarah Currie-Halpern & Leslie Davol 

Co-Chairs 

Avenues Parent Association, Zero Waste 

Committee 

 

 

 
Gary C. Carrel 

Member 

Bring Your Own Bag Coalition of Erie County 

 

 
Robert Bate 

President  

Brooklyn Bird Club 

 

   
Dylan Oakley 

Brooklyn Solid Waste Advisory Board 

Chair, Legislative Committee 

 

 

  
Jill Jedlicka 

Executive Director 

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper 

 

 
Michael Helme 

Co-Chair 

BYOBag Warwick (a committee of Sustainable 

Warwick) 

 

   
Debby Lee Cohen 

Executive Director and Founder 

Cafeteria Culture    

 

 

  
Adrienne Esposito 

Executive Director 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

 

 

      
Peter H. Kostmayer 

Chief Executive Officer 

Citizens Committee for New York City  

 

 

  
Jen Chantrtanapichate 

Founder and President  

Cleanup North Brooklyn 
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Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor 

Carol DiPaolo 

Programs Director and Water-Monitoring 

Coordinator 

 

 

  
Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph. D. 

President 

Coastal Research and Education Society of Long 

Island (CRESLI) 

 

 

 
Megan Nordgrén 

Member 

District 3 Green Schools Group (Manhattan) 

 

 

   
John Oppermann 

Executive Director 

Earth Day New York 

 

      
Donna Wilson 

Founder 

Empire Dragon Boat Team 

 

   
Anne S. Bergantz 

Chairman 

Erie County Environmental Management 

Council 

 

 

 
Eric Weltman 

Senior Organizer 

Food & Water Watch 

 

 

 
Diana Blackwell 

President 

Frederick E. Samuel Resident Association, Inc. 

 

  
Patti Wood 

Executive Director 

Grassroots Environmental Education, Inc. 

 

 

 
Mark Dunlea 

President 

Green Education and Legal Fund 
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Josh Feintuch 

Chair 

Green Party of Brooklyn 

 

 

 
Veronique Pittman 

Board of Directors 

Green Schools Alliance 

 

 

 

 
Korin Tangtrakul 

Coordinator 

Guardians of Flushing Bay 

 

 

  
Nigel Savage  

President& CEO 

Hazon 

 

  
Filippine Hoogland 

Team Member 

Healthy Yards 

 

 

 

Christopher X. Dougherty, LMSW 

Guidance Department Chair/I A.M. Green 

moderator 

I A.M. Green of Archbishop Molloy High 

School 

 

 

Mary Anne Sullivan 

Co-Chairperson of Environmental Action 

Committee 

League of Women Voters of the City of New 

York 

 

 

   
Christine Datz-Romero 

Co-founder and Executive Director 

Lower East Side Ecology Center 

 

 

  

 
Dune Ives 

Executive Director 

Lonely Whale 

 

  
Scott Bochner 

Board member 

Long Beach Environmental Advisory Board 
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Sarah Currie-Halpern  

Board Chair 

Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Board 

 

 

  
Emily A. Fano 

Senior Manager 

National Wildlife Federation NYC Eco-Schools 

 

   
Eric A. Goldstein 

NYC Environment Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

 

 

  

 
Alan Minor 

Chair of the Board of Directors 

Neighbors Allied for Good Growth (NAG) 

 

 

 
Rachel Spector 

Director, Environmental Justice Program 

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

 

 

    
Deborah Marton 

Executive Director 

New York Restoration Project 

 

 

 

   
Lisa Bloodgood 

Education Coordinator 

Newtown Creek Alliance 

 

      
Debbie Mans 

Executive Director and Baykeeper 

NY/NJ Baykeeper 

 

 

    
Kathryn Heintz 

Executive Director 

New York City Audubon 

 

 
Eddie Bautista 

Executive Director 

NYC Environmental Justice Alliance (NYC-

EJA) 

 



Letter to Governor Cuomo - New York State Needs a Comprehensive Single-Use Bag Policy          Page 7 of 9 
 
 
 

  
Edie Kantrowitz 

Board Member 

NYC Friends of Clearwater 

 

 
Matt Malina  

Founder and Director 

NYC H2O 

 

 

      
Ray Kairys  

Chair 

O.U.T.R.A.G.E. (Organizations United for Trash 

Reduction and Garbage Equity) 

 

 
Sam Magavern 

Executive Director 

Partnership for the Public Good 

 

 

  
Dianna Cohen 

CEO | Co-Founder 

Plastic Pollution Coalition 

 

   
Jennie R. Romer, Esq. 

Founder  

plasticbaglaws.org 

 

 

       
Paul Gallay 

President & Hudson Riverkeeper 

Riverkeeper 

 

 

     
Juli Schroeger 

Program Director 

Rockaway Waterfront Alliance 

 

  
Weiji Ma 

Associate Professor at New York University, 

and Founding Member of ScAAN 

Scientist Action and Advocacy Network 

(ScAAN) 

 

  
Enrico G. Nardone, Esq. 

Executive Director 

Seatuck Environmental Association 
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Sebastian Copeland 

Founder and President 

SEDNA Foundation 

 

 

    
Leslie Mintz Tamminen 

Ocean Program Director 

Seventh Generation Advisors 

 

 
Scott Bochner 

Co-Founder 

Sludge Stoppers Task Force (Long Beach, NY) 

 

 

  
Patrick Diamond 

Rise Above Plastics Campaign Lead 

Surfrider Foundation, NYC Chapter 

 

 

  
Harry Moran 

Board Chair 

Sustainable Saratoga 

 

 

   
The 5 Gyres Institute 

Rachel Lincoln Sarnoff 

Executive Director 

 

 

  
Christopher Chin 

Executive Director 

The Center for Oceanic Awareness, Research, 

and Education (COARE) 

 

 

  
Joan Wolf 

Faculty Advisor  

The Hewitt School Earth Committee 

 

 

 
Stuart F. Gruskin 

 Chief Conservation and External Affairs Officer  

The Nature Conservancy in NY 

 

 

Gala Narezo 

Coordinator 

The Plastic Bag Mandala 

 

 

 
Filippine Hoogland 

Team Member 

The Reusable Bag Initiative of Mount Kisco & 

Bedford 
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Ling Tsou 

Board Member 

United for Action 

 

 

 
Matt Prindiville 

Executive Director 

UPSTREAM 

 

    
Roland Lewis 

President & CEO 

Waterfront Alliance 

 

 

 

     
Malaika Elias 

North Atlantic/Chesapeake Organizer 

Waterkeeper Alliance 

 

 

  
Peggy M. Shepard 

Executive Director 

WE ACT for Environmental Justice, Inc. 

 

 

 
Melissa Elstein 

Secretary and Founding Member 

West 80s Neighborhood Association 

 

 

 

 

cc: NY Plastic Bag Task Force Members 
 

 

 

 


