
 

 

The Fairy Pools (From Sligachan) 
 
Distance: 17.60km/11.00 miles 
Time:  5 – 6 hours (exc. breaks) 
Ascent:  760 metres 
 
Overview 
The Fairy Pools is very popular with tourists, however, the hike from Sligachan offers a much more rewarding experience than the 
short walk from the Fairy Pools car park.  The gradual climb from Sligachan follows the Allt Dearg Mor river, with waterfalls fit to rival 
those of the Fairy Pools themselves. 
 
Route Description 
  
Point A – 0.00km 
From the Sligachan Hotel car park, cross the road and locate the path which follows the river upstream (do not cross the bridge).  The 
path here can be wet and muddy at times.  Continue on the path as it heads up river in the direction of the Fairy Pools.   

 
Point B – 1.0km & 17km 
After 1km from the hotel, the path reaches a single lane asphalt track.  Turn left onto the track as it leads to a cottage.  Shortly before 
the cottage, follow the sign which simply says ‘PATH’.  Continue on this path, where it will soon meet the river.  Continue ahead as 
the path climbs the hillside by the river on the left.  There are a number of waterfalls as you head upstream to the head of the glen.   
 
Point C – 5.30km & 12.5km 
Keep to the right of the river for as long as possible, avoiding the temptation to take one of the paths across to the left. At it’s highest 
point, the path reaches the head of the pass to the plateau and leads towards two small lochans (pools of water).  At the far end of 
the second lochan, locate the faint but distinguishable path which heads off to the left.  Follow the path before it contours around to 
the right on the shoulder of the hillside - there should now be wide open views down to the Fairy Pools.   
 

The path continues along the grassy lower slopes of the Bruach na Frithe. The path is quite narrow, so take care. Ahead of you are 
magnificent views to the toothed ridge of the mountains. The path traverses at the same height towards the mountains for a while, 
but as you approach Sgurr and Fheadain (a massive buttress with a split down its middle), the path starts to drop off to the right. 
Below you to the right, you will see the waters of the Allt Coire a Mhadaidh, falling from the mountains towards Glen Brittle.  Eventually 
the path meets the river at point D, a good spot to enjoy a picnic.  
 
Point D – 7.20km 
From here, follow the river down to the right. There is a path on the east side, not always clear but easy to find again if you keep close 
to the river. As you drop downhill, you will pass several great waterfalls and rock pools, one with an underground arch that can be 
seen quite easily from the banks of the river. These are the Fairly Pools. 
 

Follow the path down the hill by the side of the river, where it will eventually begin to climb to meet the road and car park, next to a 
forestry plantation. As you approach the road at the bottom of the hill, you will see a path leading off uphill to the right. Turn onto this 
path at point E.  Look out for the sign for the path to Sligachan. 
 
Point E – 10km 
The path now moves away from the direction of the car park; with the forest on your left and leading uphill alongside the Allt a Mhaim 
river. Continue along the path until it rejoins your outward route at point C. 
 
LOOKING DOWN TOWARDS POINT D           LOCHAN BEFORE POINT C        
          

 
 


