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The history of the Chapel of the Holy Comforter has always been linked
with that of a larger institution in Monteagle. The first institution was the
Fairmont School for Young Ladies, or Fairmount College. In 1873 Mrs. Maria
Louise Yerger and Mrs. Hattie B. Kells removed their girls school from Jackson,
Mississippi to Moffat Station (now Monteagle), Tennessee. ...

See attached pages for complete text.
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The hiziory of the Chapel of the Holy Cornfor* - has always becn linked with
that of a larger institution in Monieagle. The fire  stitution was the Fairmount
School for Young Ladies, or Fairmount College. In 1873 Mrs. Maria Louise
Yerger and & .. Hatiie B. Kells removea their girls” scheol from J& son,
Mississippi, 1¢ .,Iorfat Station “ow Monteagle), Tennessee. Both we en, being
. devout members of the Episce, 1 Church, nairrally looked io The University of
_ the South at Sewanee for spiritual guidance and miistrations. The Reverend

William Porcher DuBosc and his students at the ﬂleoioglcal Department of The

Universi. / of the South were accr *dingly asked to give the newly-founded school’

services for their chapel. There are no records extant, but it would seem that the

name of Holy Comforter was applied to the chapel sometime early in this period.

William P. DuBose is rememb- “ed today prima.ily for the contributions that
iz made to the study of theology. Yet, it has come recently to lizhi ihat Dr.
DuRose was also a very energetic inissi. ary ©  his general arez. His founding of
~ the church in Monteagle was “at one of such aciivities. The story is teid thai &

- DuBosec uscd to ride horseback up Lo Gruetli, a distance of some twenty milcs
from Sewanes, twice a month for services for the Swiss i@ .abitants in the arca.
One Sunday he would conduct the service and p. :in German ar: he next

- Suanday he would do the sam~ =1 Frenchi. During the earlier days before he moved
to Mouteagle, Dr. DuBose an . s stucd.ats either wali-ed or rode horseback the
six miles separ ating Sewanee and Monteagle cach St .ay for services in the
Chapel of the Holy Comforter.

In 1876 Dr. DuBose married Mrs. Yerger at a service held in the parlor of
the Fairmount School and thercafter spent even mare time in Monteagle as he
performed his duties as chaplain to the school and priest in charge of the chapel.
Upon his retirement from the faculty of the university, Dr. DuBose lived at
Fairmount College and caroa for the religious needs of the schocel and of the
townspeople. It was during this period of his life, while caring for the little
chapel in Micnteagle, that Dr. DuBose w.ote some of his greatest b..oks. After his
retirement in 1908, he wrote High Priesthood and Sucrifice, The Reason of Life.
and an autobiogranhy, Turning Poinis in My Life, from his study in Monteagie.
Hcre he remained as priest in charge until his'death in 1918, =~

The Reverend Haskell DuBose, ¢ son of the elder Dr. DuBose, suce”>ded his
father as priest in charge of the chapel in September 1918. The Fairwucunt '
College was closed during World War 1 and the far#*'ties were not used until
1921, when the site was rcopened as the DuBose Meinorial Church Training
School (regular Sunday services had continued during the interim »=riod}. The
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school was originally deszgned to prepare men for ihe: seminaries of the church
and later it also prepared tién for ordination. The DEBSEE students nsed the
Chapel of the Holy Comforter for their daily services and on Sundays the
townspeople came to ﬁr@fbmp This may have been the greatest period of the
chapel’s service to both the students and residents of }’iﬁ}rﬁ"ﬁgzﬁ far in this period
there was much active co-operation between the town and the school, and the
chapel was the focal p@m‘t for all of it. The Living Church Asinual for 1923 lists
thirty comimunicants for the C‘aa;jti of the Holy LQQLOE‘?@L, and in ;fh e d vs this

was a proportionate segment of the comynunity. In 1929, the Reverend Ha askell
DuBose retired and the Taculty and students of the -N{,i took over ihe ompleiez

care of the chapel : 2t

From 1929 cnward there was an increased vfea};:zes;s developed in the relations
bem-f:en the townspeople and the school due o a series of regrettable incidents,
which catse the chapel to suffer. The records of the Living C}mrc}z Annual from

3838 to 19~£6 reveal an average yearly membef‘shlp of some sixty-five members,
| ZC!L'{ fhese statisties do not bh@W the tragic fact that the majority of these people

e -a to aitend ;:eauiar*; if at all. To this day there remain quite a few

¢ are still living in the town, but because of the harsh fealmcrs that grew
heddaterdavsof the s hoe- do not attend any church at all.

- JuBose School died a ﬁa‘”ﬁf,ﬁ cieat_? in 1944 and for two. v gars *”\‘Ez’*”:“{iu‘?

o e direction of the Reverend

wobert Luui\j_ﬁ.,u*z Grant, i the S Ut i

Theoleezy at Sewanee, cared for the chapel. The buildings had burned down once
in'the winter of 1924 and have been rebuilt with a more modern plant. The

 chape] 'Q&}};a_ﬁeﬂzn i 1950 and =
- adjacent to the DuBose buildings.

Shias then has Geen 10 at_ad in the Cratory

ened as the DuBose Episcopal Conference

In 1946 the school bLil&mﬁ:: TGO
ace and summer cornference site for the

Center——a much-needed meeting p?

“Diocese of Tennessee. The Rever 2 Leonard Nelson was the first warden of the

new center and served as priest in charge of the chapel from 1547 until 1949.

The Right Reverend Frank A. McEhwain, the retired Suffragan Bishop of

anf:ﬂoia, succeeded Mr. Nelson ir: 1949 as the warden of DuBose and minister
in charge of the chapel. The preseni warden of DuBose and priest in charge of
the chape} of the Holy Comforter, tiie: Reverend A. P. Chanibliss, came fo
Monteagle in 1953 as the suceessor o Bishop McElwain.

The present picture of the Chapet is not an encouraging one, bui the potential

! influence of the chapel in the commmnity of Monteagle must not be

underestimated. Since over one-third of the people of Monteagle do not attend.
any church and since there are also many former church members who could be
back, the future of this mission could, in time, be a very fruitful one. What is
needed is a reniewed and concerted offort by all concerned.
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