
10

HELP OUT THE OWLS
• Always stay on the trail
• Keep domestic animals on a leash
• Listen for owl calls but avoid soliciting calls
• Give owls their space: if you are lucky 

enough to see one, keep your distance 
and don’t be a stalker!

• Respect the park’s closing hours

Northern Pygmy-Owl
The smallest owl that lives here is the 
northern pygmy-owl. A diurnal owl, this 
small, round, owl can be heard calling 
during the day; listen for a regular high 
pitched tooting. It sits and waits for 
its favorite food: small mammals and 
songbirds. Look for a flock of birds, alarm 
calling and mobbing them during the day.

Barred Owl
Most likely the park’s best known owl 
species, a pair of barred owls nested in a 
cavity of a bigleaf maple tree for about 
ten years. This past October, the tree 
snapped part-way up during a storm 
showing just how rotted it was down the 
center. Listen for this owl’s signature call 
which could be translated as “who cooks 
for you, who cooks for you-all.”

Northern Saw-whet Owl
A friend in college volunteered with a 
wildlife rehabilitation center and took 
care of a one-winged northern saw-whet 
owl. She called him her “angry little 
man,” as he was feisty, and appeared 
unwilling to accept his one-winged fate. 
Although similar in appearance and call 
to the northern pygmy owl, this species is 
slightly bigger and nocturnal. 

Great Horned Owl
The largest owl that lives in Tryon Creek 
SNA, the great horned owl can weigh up 
to five pounds and prey on animals larger 
than itself such as geese. This owl has 
the classic “hooting” call which carries 
through the forest at night.

Western Screech Owl
When we hear this owl at Tryon Creek 
SNA, it’s near the edges of the park. 
Since it blends in well with tree trunks 
and branches, listen for its distinctive call, 
which sounds like a descending bouncing 
ball. This owl can also be found in wooded 
neighborhoods around Portland, and will 
occupy nest boxes.

Barn Owl
Not a resident at Tryon Creek SNA, the 
barn owl is occasionally heard flying over 
the forest at night. This owl does not hoot 
or toot, but emits a long harsh scream. 
Look and listen for this owl near fields and 
open areas with an abundance of small 
mammal prey.
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Owls of Tryon Creek
By Deb Hill, Park Ranger 

Tryon Creek State Natural Area has a reputation. This park is known for 

the owls that live, breed, and nest here. There are five species  

of owls that are found in the park, and a sixth that  

sometimes flies over. Read below to discover  

more about these fascinating feathered predators.




