
We all want choice at the grocery store. 
But, we need to know what’s in our food, in order to make a Wise Choice. And, we know 
we don’t want to make our families and communities less safe with the food we put on the 
dinner table. 
Join us in asking Weis Markets to adopt a healthy antibiotics policy and stop selling 
Sanderson Farms chicken as their house brand--unless Sanderson cleans up their act first. 

Weis Markets is selling Sanderson Farms chicken under their house label. But, 
Sanderson Farms is living in the past while Weis Markets is working to support healthy 
communities for the future. 

Fact Sheet

[  ]Weis Markets, 
take action 

and give your 
shoppers a 

Wise Choice.

• Last summer, Sanderson Farms launched 
an outrageous advertising campaign 
claiming that raising chickens without 
using medically important antibiotics is 
only a marketing gimmick—a blatant and 
unacceptable deception clearly aimed at 
confusing consumers about the antibiotic 
resistance threat.

• The company admits to using antibiotics 
that are deemed “highly important” to 
human medicine. 

• The Food and Drug Administration tests raw 
chicken sold in retail stores for the presence 
of drug resistant bacteria and has found multi-drug resistant E. coli on uncooked 
chicken, including on chicken raised, processed, and packaged under Sanderson 
Farms’ control.  

• While many of the other major poultry producers have committed to phase out human 
antibiotic use, Sanderson Farms seems to be moving in the opposite direction by 
refusing to adopt antibiotic phase-out goals and instead trying to mislead consumers 
about the real cause of the problem. 
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So, what’s the big deal? 
Keeping farm animals healthy and safe is important, and antibiotics should be used to 
treat sick animals. But over-medicating them isn’t the Wise Choice. Why?

[  ]Antibiotics are made to 
help us heal, but overuse 
speeds up the creation of 

resistant bacteria, which the 
CDC considers a top public 
health threat to the United 

States. Estimates suggest 
that 70% of the medically 

important antibiotics sold in 
the United States are used to 

raise chickens, hogs, and cattle 
on large farms.  Shockingly, 

these antibiotics are often used 
routinely not for the treatment of 
sick animals, but to help them 
gain weight or prevent disease 

caused by unhealthy conditions.

• The inappropriate use of human 
antibiotics in agriculture is seen as one of 
the culprits in the over 2 million illnesses 
and 23,000 deaths caused by drug-
resistant bacteria each year in the United 
States, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

• Antibiotic resistant bacteria travel from 
farms through the handling of equipment 
and animals, through farmworkers, 
through flies and other insects, through 
airborne dust blowing off farms, through 
water and soil that has been polluted with 
manure used as fertilizer, and on the meat 
itself..

• The consequences are grave. Doctors 
use these medicines to control common 
infections and to help procedures such 
as chemotherapy, organ transplants and 
dialysis. Children, the elderly, and others with weakened immune systems are most at 
risk. Preserving the effectiveness of antibiotic drugs is vital to protecting both human 
and animal health.

• We must eliminate the practice of routinely giving human antibiotics to animals that are 
not sick—before it’s too late. And, the good news, making a switch is doable! Many 
local and national chicken brands are already on the right course, adopting responsible 
antibiotic use policies. 

Join us now at www.FairFarmsWiseChoice.org

What can you do to help? Join us in asking Weis Markets to adopt a healthy 
antibiotics policy and urge Sanderson Farms to change their practices to meet those 
standards. While Weis Markets is just one player in a complex system, their actions can 
cause a ripple effect. And your action will send a loud and clear message that Maryland 
and Pennsylvania want healthy food and communities. And, that’s a Wise Choice.


