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Thursday, July 12th
• Rabbi Lunch ’n’ Learn

Wednesday, July 18th
• Israel Trip Informational
Meeting

Friday, July 20th
• Outdoor Erev Shabbat Worship

Saturday, July 21st
• Community Tisha B’Av
Observance

Saturday, July 28th
• Siddur Safari

Sunday, July 29th
• Contemplation Night

Visit
our website
for the
complete Beth Torah
July calendar

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Upcoming Liturgical Change Explained
The Reform Movement
began as an attempt to
adapt, “re-form” and reshape traditional worship
experiences so that it would align with Modern thought.
Early Reformers insisted not to use language to
which we may object. What they considered “objectionable” in the 1830s is different than what
we may find objectionable today. For instance,
prayers with masculine language or the exclusion
of women’s perspectives in the siddur was of no
concern to them. Our movement has changed
and modified their formulation of the siddur,
and has moved away from their “all or nothing”
approach to liturgy.
They seemed to be fixated on what they considered “superstitious” beliefs. Prayers for the dead
were targeted; in particular, the middle blessing
of the Amidah, the G’vurot section. The traditional formulation mehaye hametim was deemed
unacceptable. Such language suggested to them a
belief in the resurrection of the dead, a doctrine
no longer suitable for the “Modern” spirit.
Various alternative versions were proposed until
in 1975, it was replaced by mehaye hakol, which
literally means, “who gives life to all.”
The solution that the siddur Gates of Prayer

proposed did not satisfy everyone. Think for
a moment, mehaye hakol means everything,
including the dead. Why kid ourselves by saying
mehaye hakol when what we really mean is mehaye
hametim, reviving the dead? In other words, the
prayer is not about the revival of nature, but of
our loved ones. It is human nature to wish to see
and talk again to our loved ones who have died,
even for a moment. Although we hope for it, we
wish it, we may know it is not possible; yet, why
eliminate wishful thinking from our prayer book?
Why not pray for it? We pray for world peace and
the eradication of evil? Isn’t that wishful thinking,
too?
As evidence in our new Mishkan-series of prayer
books, I was not alone in my dissatisfaction,
and now we have the option to say mehaye
hametim. But as a congregation we do not. I
say it every time I pray. The choice is in front of
us, but many are either afraid or unaware why
it is there. Above all, the Reform Movement is
about choice, and using only one choice in our
siddurim means that the choice has been made
for all of us already. I wish to validate all choices
(including mine). So, beginning with our Erev
Rosh Hashanah service, our bimah team will
use mehaye hametim. Please, join us in whichever way you may wish to express your choice of
wording. You are welcome and affirmed.

Come and enjoy a casual outdoor Erev Shabbat worship in our side yard. Relaxed atmosphere, beautiful surroundings and spiritual worship…
the only thing missing is YOU! Join us on these Friday nights: July 20th and August 10th.
All nosh and worship times will remain the same as always. Nosh at 6:00 p.m. and worship at 6:30 p.m. We will be outside weather permitting.
Check our Facebook page and website for any schedule changes that need to be made due to weather.

Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern
Reform Jewish congregation
where everyone matters.
Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces
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Energizes
Inspires
Connects

Pick-a -Party!
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Choir Director........................................ Carmen Dieker
Tekiah Editor............................................. Laura Bolter

Did you miss our May 4th
30th Anniversary Celebration Kick-Off?
Not to worry as there are still 30th Anniversary Pick-a-Party events!
What is Pick-a-Party you say? A friend, fun, fund-raiser available
ONLY for Congregation Beth Torah members. Thus far, we have
participated in a scavenger hunt in Brookside, THREE float trips
down the Missouri River (It was so fun for those who went on this
fabulous 4-hour trip, guided by Neil Bass and organized by Debbie
Bass), and a Slime Party led by Shoshana Fisher.
The variety of activities and creativity of our members who are
hosting the Pick-a-Party events are amazing. You don’t want to MISS
OUT! So, go to the following link: beth-torah.org/30th-anniversarypickaparty to sign up TODAY. You’ll enjoy meeting some congregants
you may not know (yet!), some fun activity and FOOD, and have the
opportunity to donate to Congregation Beth Torah. All parties are
underwritten by our fabulous hosts. A majority of your “ticket price”
is considered a donation to CBT.

Don’t miss out!
Sign up for one OR MORE Pick-a-Party events TODAY.

HELP WANTED

We need volunteers for the following:
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212
Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street
Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org
Website: beth-torah.org
Facebook:
facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

•

To edit existing video of Beth Torah events into short segments for
posting online. Feel free to volunteer your media savvy high school
or college-age children.

•

To join the planning committee for the silent auction to take place
in April 2019 as part of the final 30th Anniversary event.
SAY YES TO BETH TORAH
Contact Barry Katz or Laura Intfen for more information.
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President’s Corner
Last month
our newly
constituted
board began its
service to our
congregation.
The full list
of Board
members is listed elsewhere, but I wanted
to highlight our new members: Jeff
Antoniewicz, Jo-Ann Harris, Stan Osman,
Sam Fine and Max Gates. Jeff is a manager
at Garmin and an active volunteer at Beth
Torah and in the larger community. Stan is
retired from a successful career in business
and looks forward to applying those skills
for the benefit of Beth Torah. Jo-Ann is a
semi-retired doctor, who consults in the
area of pediatric infectious diseases, and
will bring her empathy and compassion
to our deliberations. Sam and Max, just
recently confirmed at Beth Torah, are
Co-Presidents of our youth group. I am
grateful that these terrific volunteers have
stepped up to take on the important
responsibility of Board service.
At every board meeting, one member
delivers a brief D’var Torah to remind
us that this is more than just a business
meeting. At our first meeting a few weeks
ago, I performed this task. The then most
recent Torah portion was the story of
Moses sending scouts into the promised
land. The scouts reported back that the
land flowed with "milk and honey", but
was inhabited by giants and would be
difficult to conquer. When word spread of

Barry Katz, President

bkatz12306@gmail.com

the scouting report, the community was
overcome with fear and concluded that
the risk of moving into the promised land
was not worth the reward. As a result, this
generation of Jews was denied the privilege
of entering the Land of Israel.
In trying to connect this portion to the
work of our Board, it occurred to me that
Beth Torah Board members are modern
day scouts assigned to explore the future
of our congregation. And as we do so,
we need to make sure we understand
the obstacles ahead—and then have the
courage to overcome them.
This amateur (but heartfelt) analysis set
the stage for the meeting agenda. Among
other things, we discussed issues related
to finances, fundraising, our High Holy
Day ticket policy and the importance
of connecting to our Beth Torah
constituents through greeting at Shabbat
services and representing the Board at
b’nai mitzvah ceremonies.
This month, the Board will meet for a half
day retreat designed to help us connect
and establish goals for the coming year. We
will be guided in the latter by the recently
promulgated strategic plan and the survey
many of you took earlier this year as part
of our participation in the Congregational
Benchmarking and Assessment Project
sponsored by the Union for Reform
Judaism. We appreciate your responses to
this survey and pledge to use the data for
the betterment of our congregation.

A Unique Opportunity to
Double Your Donation

CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP
CHALLENGE
GRANT

The Lowenstein Family Supporting Foundation
has offered to match future donations
to Beth Torah’s Camp Scholarship Fund in
$20,000 increments up to $100,000.
We need to raise $20,000 to get the first match.
We are over 25% toward the first goal.
Please help us build on that by making your
contribution to our Camp Scholarship Fund today.

In Memoriam:
Barbara Steiner
Sister and sister-in-law of Scott & Amy
Franklin, and Aunt of Jill & Yali Franklin

Edie Orlin
Grandmother of Joshua Dawalt

Martin Bordo
Cousin of Marjorie Cooper

Irving Kay
Cousin of Steven Cooper

Sidney Willens
Member of
Congregation Beth Torah

Leslie Jacobs
Daughter of Rowene Jacobs,
Sister and sister-in-law of
Annette & Joel Fish

Mazel Tov to:
Cassie Raskin & Joshua Dawalt
on their marriage
Shira Kohn & Lance Fry
on their marriage
Linda Rubin on her retirement from the
Jewish Community Center’s
Child Development Center
Robin O’Bryan on her retirement
Mazel tov to Shari Womack on her
recent conversion. Join us Erev Shabbat,
June 29th during worship as we hold a
formal ceremony, welcoming Shari to
the Jewish People.
For the 100 Days, Hal Sader purchased
our 101st day, June 23rd in honor of
everyone who purchased a day during this

“fun-d” raiser.

Torah Portion
July 6/7 | 24 Tammuz
Pinchas
July 13/14 | 2 Av
Matot-Masei
July 20/21 | 9 Av: Erev Tisha B’av
Devarim
July 27/28 | 16 Av
Va’etchanan
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CONGREGATION BE TH TORAH • ISRAEL 2019 • LED BY RABBI JAVIER EDUARDO CAT TAPAN

“The flowering, not the fruit.
The way, not the distance covered.”
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Meir Shalev

FROM $3,299 LAND ONLY

March 17-26, 2019

HIgHLIgHTS


A journey of inspiration, education and connection



Experience Israel from ancient history to high-tech innovation



Encounter the beliefs, challenges and triumphs of the nation



Meet communities striving for social justice and pluralism



Outstanding tour educator



Israel in style: superb hotel and travel arrangements



Quality service and seamless logistics

Informational meeting on Wednesday, July 18th, at 7:00 p.m. at Beth Torah

TO L L F R E E 8 8 8 - 8 1 1 - 2 8 1 2 | S e a r c h o n a r z awo r l d . co m fo r m o re d e t a i l s
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Thank you to all who supported our 2nd annual 100 Days of
Giving Campaign!
If you are connected to CBT’s Facebook page, you got to read
and witness the beautiful stories of your fellow members as they
honored and celebrated their family and friends by choosing one
of our 100 days. Laura Intfen, the master storyteller, shared with
us all via her posts a little more about each person(s) being celebrated. Thank you, Laura, for sharing and caring with each day!
I’m not sure about you yet I looked forward to each day to
see who was next, who I knew or didn’t know and then peruse
through the pictures! I was able to see more about Joyce and
Karen, who have been our professional sitters on Shabbat,
enjoyed wedding pictures of Hal & Carol Sader, Sharon & Jeff
Altman and so many more, got to wish Happy Birthday to
Valery Tokar, Linda Zappulla, and Louise Hipsh that I wouldn’t

have known otherwise, fell in love with Ronnie Lerner’s wedding
veil, discovered a new group in KC called “Strangers No More:
Women Building Bridges to Understanding,” remembered Lexie
Herman was graduating from high school and Linda Rubin retiring from the CDC at the Jewish Community Center. This only
represents 10 days and there were 100!
The 100 Days of Giving was just one more creative way to
showcase the lives of our fellow friends and members. Each
year we have moved the timeframe to allow more people to
participate to honor their friends and family, be it their birthday,
anniversary, promotion, graduation, new relationship, or for any
other reason which would make someone smile!
Our community continues to step up, thank you! On behalf of
the Fund Development Committee, thank you for your contributions and we look forward to round three in the next fiscal year!

100 Days of Giving
March
10 Sarah Derks & Tom Teller: In honor of the birthday of
Sarah’s late sister, Mary Gliscinski
15 Sharon & Jeff Altman: Go Jayhawks!
16 Ellen Merrill: In celebration of my recent marriage, new
home and successful surgery!

29 Jo-Ann Harris: In honor of my birthday
30 Kris Gray: In honor of my mother’s birthday tomorrow
31 Glenn Esser & Estelle Edelbaum: To celebrate hosting
Estelle’s family for Passover

April
1 Rabbis Jon & Monica Kleinman: April Fools!

17 Rabbi Javier Cattapan: In celebration of the one year
out mark for departure of the congregational trip to Israel 2 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of our 37th anniversary
3 Jim & Lainie Decker: In honor of my new position
18 Doug Greenwald: In honor of the birthday of Pola

20 Andrea, Jay, Lily, Mikay, Donny & Irv Zwibelman:
Celebrating Andrea & Jay’s vacation!
22 Dave & Lezlie Zucker: In honor of Spring Session and
Community Outreach
25 Stephanie Fleetwood: In honor of getting my braces off!
26 Noah & Miles Tarjan: Happy birthday Mom!
27 Robin O’Bryan: In honor of my retirement and my
incredible Beth Torah Family. I WILL MISS YOU!!

28 Henri Goettel: I’m leaving today to study Jewish Greece
IN GREECE WITH Melton!
Greenwald
4 Sharon & Jeff Altman: In honor of Tracy’s new position
as Dev. Director for JFS-Denver
29 Steve Cooper: In honor of the wedding anniversary of
19 Linda & Barry Katz: In celebration of the happiness we
my parents
derive from supporting our community
6 Eric Morgenstern: SHANNY IS 60!!
20 Carol Ducak: In appreciation of Rabbi Javier Cattapan & 7 Ellie Penner: In honor of Greg Herman on the occasion 30 Ron & Julie Altman: In honor of our 38th wedding
anniversary on May 4th
Kris Gray
of his birthday
21 Barry Katz: In honor of Linda’s birthday

8 Spizman/Loggia Family: In honor of all EDUCATORS!

May

9 Laura Intfen: In honor of the Swade’s and Arkin’s for all 1 June Crane: In honor of all Beth Torah religious school
teachers and especially in honor of Linda Rubin who is
the work they do for suicide prevention, and thinking of
retiring from the CDC this May
my sister on this day
Genna & Andrew Stowe: To raise awareness for the
2 Grammy: In honor of Sophia Herman on the occasion of
“March for Our Lives”
10 Jack & Cindy Garfinkle
her birthday
Jeff Antoniewicz: In honor of the 17th anniversary of 14 Barbara Gutierrez: In honor of my birthday
3 Laura Intfen & Barb Kitt: In honor of Tara’s birthday
the day Jeff Antoniewicz & David Saul first met
15 Mike & Ruth Worthington: In honor of Joel & Rebecca
4		In honor of Drs. Steve and Karen Arkin for being the
Vic & Adrianne Applebaum: In honor of the marriage of
Worthington on the birth of our grandson, Jonas Leo
honorary chairs of Beth Torah’s 30th Anniversary year
Michael Applebaum & Setareh Millerlile
16 Amy & Shawn Kane: In honor of Claire’s adoption day
5 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of our son David’s
Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of the birthday of
marriage to Sarah
Margie’s late mother, Rose Levy Rudman on March 27th 17 Valery Tokar: In honor of our anniversary

22 Jay & Andrea Zwibelman: In honor of Jay’s 56th
birthday
23
24
25
26

27 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of Gloria’s birthday

18 Phil Meltzer & Lauren Aaronson: Celebrate Spring!

28 CBT Staff: In honor of Ulises, the keeper of our beautiful 19 Brandi, Shoshana & Jonathan: In honor of Greg
building who takes care of it with love
Raymond’s birthday

6 Rachel Siegel, Jos LeBeau & Joel Siegel: In honor of
mothers everywhere
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
8 Louise Hipsh: In honor of my birthday

25 Ellie Penner: In honor of the anniversary of Miki and
Gregg Herman

7 Ronnie & Larry Lerner: In honor of their 50th
wedding anniversary on December 19th

26 Steve & Margie Cooper: In honor of Alex and Ethan
Rein's confirmation

9 Randi & Bill Friedlander: In honor of Carol & Hal
Sader’s 61st wedding anniversary

27 Fran & Whitey Kuhn: In honor of their anniversary on
May 29th

10 Betsy Wanger: Thank you Laura and Friday night
Shabbat babysitters

28 Howard Stark: To celebrate the birthday of my mother,
Jeanette Stark

11 Jeff Antoniewicz: In honor of the birthday of Shaun &
Maury Antoniewicz

14 The Herman Family: In honor of Mother’s Day

29 Samantha & Quentin Hammontree: In honor of
Joni Weiner’s birthday, Braxton’s confirmation, and
Mackenzie graduating 8th grade

12 Ann Shepard: To commemorate the 12 years I spent in
Kansas and at CBT!

15 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Hannah Michelson’s
birthday

30 Tracy & Brian Altman: In honor of our parents 41st
wedding anniversary

16 Gloria & Howard Pitler: In honor of our 45th wedding
anniversary on May 19th

31 JCRB-AJC: In honor of Beth Torah’s support of
Strangers No More’s 4th Annviersary and for allowing
us to meet at CBT each month for our evening
Coffee & Conversation events

14 Stephen Steigman & Tamara Falicov: In honor of
Avital Falicov’s 7th birthday

9 Bobby Young & Mary Crouch
10 Alisa Kartch: In memory of Joyce Kartch on what
would have been her 90th birthday tomorrow
11 The Herman Family: In honor of Lexie Herman’s
high school graduation
12 Denise Pakula: Just because
13 Mom: In honor of Miki Herman on the occasion of
her birthday

17 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Rachel Bolter’s
birthday
18 Bonnie & Mickey Swade: In honor of Bonnie’s birthday
19 Allison Roodman: In honor of Stella’s trip to France
20 Linda Zappulla: In honor of my birthday
21 Susan Tokar: In honor of Valery’s birthday
22 Richard Bellotti: In honor of his birthday
23 The Cox Family: In honor of my children, Rebekah,
Richard, Brian & Andrew LaBlue and Beth, Micah,
Miriam, Ruth, Esther, Sara, Adina and Moriah Cox
24 SueAnn Strom: In honor of her granddaughter Nili’s
9th birthday

June
1 Drs. Keith & Maura Linas: In honor of the March 4th
Bat Mitzvah of our granddaughter, Alana Campbell
2 Martha Gershun & Don Goldman: In celebration of
the wedding of Nathan Goldman and Bridget Bergin
3 Teri & Ken Sackin: In honor of their 40th wedding
anniversary
4 Nancy Solomon: In honor of her daughter
Deborah’s birthday
6 Margie & Steve Cooper: In honor of the birthday of
Margie’s late father, Mitchell Rudman

Community Tisha B’Av Observance on July 21st
Tisha B’Av (the fast day that is on the
ninth of the Hebrew month of Av) is
a period of fasting, lamentation and
prayer to remember the destruction
of the First and Second Temples of
Jerusalem and other major disasters
and tragedies that Jewish people
experienced throughout history.
In observance of Tisha B’Av, a community-wide observance and service
will take place on Saturday, July
21st, at Congregation Beth Shalom,
14200 Lamar Avenue, Overland
Park. The evening begins at 9:45 p.m.
with a Tisha B’Av MA’ARIV service
and will be followed by a D’var Torah
and reading of Eicha. This is a meaningful service with beautiful, mournful

melodies, some engaging teaching,
and a time for communal reflection
on both painful times of our past and
hope for our future. The fast will end
at 9:25 p.m. Sunday evening.
Participating in this observance is Rabbi Doug Alpert, Rabbi David Glickman,
Rabbi Beryl Padorr, Rabbi Jonathan
Rudnick, Rabbi Scott White and Hazzan Tahl Ben-Yehuda. This observance
is sponsored by the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City.
To indicate your attendance or for
further information, register online at
kcrabbis.org or contact Annette Fish,
Rabbinical Association Administrator/Program Director, afprogram@
aol.com, 913-327-4622.

13 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Boyd’s birthday

15 CBT Staff: In honor of Robin O’Bryan’s 65th birthday
16 Emily & Andrew Kerstein: In honor of Samuel
Kerstein’s 7th birthday
17 Lon & Suzy: Dear Dad, In honor of your 59th Father’s
Day, we are wishing you many more in good health,
great happiness and peace
18 Kathleen Stone: In celebration of climbing Mt. Shasta
19 Judy & Lloyd Hellman: In honor of our 63rd wedding
anniversary on June 26th
20 Genna & Andrew Stowe: In honor of our 14th
wedding anniversary
21 Susan & Joel Waxman: In honor of Susan’s birthday
22 Henri Goettel: “Just 5 more days until David’s 70th
birthday!”
23 Hal & Carol Sader: In honor of all the participants who
bought days

Blood Drive
Wednesday,
August 8th
2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Book your appointment
today at
savealifenow.org and enter
Sponsor Code: BethTorah
YOUR DONATION
MATTERS!

Congregation Beth Torah | 6

M O N DAY
AUGUST 13TH
2018

OAKWOOD
COUNTRY
CLUB

SIGN UP NOW TO PLAY GOLF or BE A SPONSOR!
Visit https://goo.gl/9KWVQZ for more information
or call Sharon at the Beth Torah office, 913-498-2212.

LUNCH OR DINNER SPONSORS WANTED

SCHEDULE
11:00 a.m.
Registration Opens
11 a.m. – end of tournament
Silent Auction
11 a.m. – end of tournament
Putting Contest
11 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Lunch
12:45 p.m.
Orientation “Round Up”
Post Golf
Awards Ceremony & Light Meal

SILENT AUCTION AND MORE:
•

Hole Contests

•

Putting Contest

•

Team Prizes

Please consider helping with our largest fundraiser of the year by
sponsoring the lunch and/or dinner at this year’s SpeakUp Golf Classic.
If interested, please contact Samantha Hammontree
at shammontree8@gmail.com.
Samantha can also give you alternate sponsorships that are still available.

Thank you to all the sponsors and golfers
who have committed to our golf classic:
Title Sponsor: Drs. Steve & Karen Arkin

• Putting Contest Sponsor: Sterneck Capital Management
• Beverage Sponsors: James & Kelly Kaplan

• Team and Hole Sponsors: Country Club Bank, GEM Commercial Flooring
(Matthew Elyachar), Jeffrey Ross and Village Shalom
• Team Sponsors: Samantha & Quentin Hammontree, Barry Katz, Benefit Brokers
(Rod O’Bryan); Doug Greenwald, Mt. Moriah and Kevin Oellien
• Hole Sponsors: Parris Communications (Roshann Parris), Sunshine Lighting (Jeff
Altman), The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah, The Wylan Family, Emily
Tummons & Hunter Christophersen • Individual Golfers: Jeff Altman,
Larry Altman, Alan Jerwick, Jeff Katz, John Lavery, Russel Mann, Doug Polsky,
Alan Neuberger, Cliff Neuman, Bob Wylan
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Connections

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.org

I had a startling conversation with a
congregant as we sat and chatted at
a recent social event we both attended. I hadn’t seen them in a while
and we sat catching up. The member asked me how things were going
and I reported all the wonderful things happening at Beth Torah
and encouraged them to come by soon to see for themselves.

Rabbi Adar even addresses the issue that the congregant shared
with me in the above story as she shares, “…the person who has
to receive tzedakah may feel embarrassed at being the recipient
of aid, but their dignity is bolstered by the knowledge that, they
too, contribute to the support of the poor.”

A strange silence followed and they told me they were not
coming to Beth Torah because they couldn’t donate any money
to CBT. I assured this person that every member gives what
they can and that I hoped that they had never felt embarrassed
by anyone in our community. But I had misread them. It wasn’t
that they were embarrassed; they just felt inadequate that they
hadn’t donated. The member let me know, they did not need
encouragement, they needed a plan to figure out how to squeeze
a little money for Beth Torah out of their already tight budget.

She ends the blog with some practical suggestions that were
exactly what the member I talked to was looking for. I’m guessing if one person is looking for such suggestions, others may
be also, so here are some practical ways to give tzedakah when
money is tight:

Then, a coincidence happened. Or maybe it wasn’t such a
coincidence.
I know I have quoted the Coffee Shop Rabbi before. Rabbi
Ruth Adar is a teacher and blogger of Reform Jewish thought.
Her blog is amazing. And this past week, just after this encounter, she blogged about giving tzedakah when money is tight.
Before her suggestions, she shared some fun facts:
She quotes Exodus 30:20:16 which states “the poor will not
give less than half a shekel.” With the added information that
a biblical shekel is about $2.00 or $2.50, this would set up the
expectation the giver would give $1.00 or so annually to fulfill
the mitzvah of tzedakah and relieve the suffering of others. She
goes on to add that more should be given if the donor is able,
but never at a level where their own subsistence is threatened.

Thirdly, she addresses volunteers and reminds the reader that
volunteerism is the action of doing mitzvoth and does not substitute for giving tzedakah.

1) Take a look at what you are already doing. Do you give to
friend or relative to help out with rent or groceries? Perhaps you
hand loose change to people on the street. Make sure that the
hard earned money that you do give away is going exactly where
you want to go.
2) Sometimes when simchas clump together, the gift giving
process can be financially and emotionally draining. Why not
give a $5.00 tzedakah donation to an organization that your gift
recipient cares about?
3) Keep a tzedakah box in the house. Empty pockets, couch
cushions, car floors and watch the box fill.
If you would like to read the whole blog, you can find it at
https://coffeeshoprabbi.com/2018/06/10/how-can-i-give-whentimes-are-tight/
I hope that the member I had that enlightening discussion with
finds this all helpful. Sometimes we are our own obstacles to fulfilling our expectations of ourselves. I hope to see this member,
and YOU soon.

Jewish Family Services, in partnership with the Rabbinical Association
of Greater Kansas City, has teamed up with area congregations in
response to the ever-growing need for food assistance in Kansas City.
Our congregation has been asked to collect donations of Granola/Fiber/
Snack Bars and Toilet Paper during the summer months of June, July
and August. These items will be stocked in the JFS Food Pantry and will
provide food for more than 200 households in our community.
Please drop off your food donations in the specially labeled collection
barrels in our building. If you have any questions please contact Denise
Pakula at jpakula@kc.rr.com.
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Religious School

Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.org

Have you ever wondered…?
• Why do some worshippers bow
every time they hear “Baruch Atah
Adonai”?
• Why are some prayers considered
“morning” prayers and others “nighttime” prayers?
• Is there a reason why we change words with the seasons?
• Why are some prayers in Hebrew and some in Aramaic?
If you’ve ever asked any of these questions, or been baffled by something you see in the siddur, I’ve got a great opportunity for you!
On the Shabbat mornings of July 28th and August 18th, please
join me in the sanctuary as we embark on a Siddur Safari – traveling through our Shabbat morning service and taking a closer
look at prayers we often pass by. The first in the series took place
on June 30th, when we examined the Shema and its Blessings
section of the service. We will continue with the Amidah and
Torah services in subsequent sessions.

We learn how our prayerbook came to be (someone had to write
it, right?) and how the Reform Movement tackled difficult questions of theology and Jewish practice. Hopefully this will spark
more questions and give all of us a deeper understanding of our
people’s constantly evolving perception of the world around us,
God’s role in our lives, and how we each can get the most out of
our T’filah experience. I hope to see you there!

BTTY News
Hello,
My name is Sam Fine and it is my
honor to share with you the first
Tekiah article of my term as BTTY
Co-President with Max Gates. Max
and I are excited to share the responsibilities involved with being BTTY
President, and, I will be writing
the majority, if not all, of these articles. I’m looking forward to
sharing our experiences with you over this next year.
Max and I both look back fondly on our past few years in
BTTY. From monthly board meetings to attending chavurot
everywhere from Denver to St. Louis, I’ve formed some amazing
bonds with even better people, and I wouldn’t trade a second of
it for the world. I’ve grown up in the Beth Torah community;
I came to Beth Torah for Sunday school starting in the second
grade, matriculated into TAG, joined JYG (Junior Youth Group)
then BTTY (Beth Torah Temple Youth), and just recently got
confirmed. With such deep roots to our Beth Torah community,
it is truly humbling to finally have a nametag and be writing an
article that will get distributed to the entire congregation.
That being said, BTTY also looks a little different from when
Max and I first became a part of it. Max and I are the only two
members of board, compared with the usual five or so. Max
is a rising senior and I’m a rising junior, so this is Max’s last
year and my penultimate. There are also not as many other
teens interested in serving on the BTTY board, making it
difficult to have a core group to support BTTY-only events.
This problem will only be exacerbated in the future, as the
next group of JYGers will only be elevated into BTTY after my
senior year. This means that there’s a high chance of me being
the only member of BTTY next year (Lincoln, NE actually set
a precedent for a one-person youth group). As a shameless plug,
if you have a teen going into the 9th-12th grade and think they
would like to join BTTY, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
swfine42@gmail.com and I will give you the information on our
next event.
Continued on page 10
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It’s clear that BTTY has to rise to these new challenges surrounding membership. In order to ensure a smooth transition
after my senior year, BTTY is starting to give JYG some of the
skills they’ll need in BTTY; one of the biggest being the ability
to plan and run a program. In JYG, the events are planned and
run by advisors, but the youth have almost all the responsibility
for events in BTTY. To help this transition, BTTY and JYG
recently had a joint event that was planned by the members of
JYG with the guidance of the advisors and members of BTTY.
It was a resounding success; some of the highlights included

having icebreakers, playing nine square in-the-air, eating ice
cream, and watching the movie “Clue.” I’m so proud of members of JYG; they needed little guidance and showed a lot of
potential, and I know that I will have no qualms about passing
the presidential rock to any one of them when their time comes.
In the meantime, we will focus on having more of these types of
events in order to prepare the next generation of BTTYites.
I’d also like to thank Tess Gerson for everything she did as last
year’s BTTY president and want to wish her well as she goes off
to college.
Until next time, Sam

One Donor’s Story
On June 7th , Rabbi Cattapan and
Kris Gray opened their home to
some Beth Torah visionaries. The
40 plus people that attended had
supported the Educating our Future fund in the past as Beth Torah
transitioned from a tuition based
supplemental religious school to
one that is supported community
wide and a benefit of membership
to our families. There were teachers, past presidents, parents of
students and founding members, all in a comfortable living room,
committing together to seeing the future of Jewish education at the
Weiner Religious School.
Among the attendees was Zach Zwibelman. Zach shared his WRS
journey with the group that night and his heartfelt words opened up
some hearts, some memories and even some wallets. We share his
words with you here so that, maybe, you will react similarly.

My name is Zachary Zwibelman as most of you already
know and I have literally grown up at Congregation Beth
Torah. From being a student to a teacher, to an advisor, to a
shofar blower, to a Board of Trustee member, I have fulfilled
many roles within this community. I attended the Weiner
Religious School and learned way more than I ever realized.
Although I can’t say I wanted to be there multiple times
every week, it helped build the foundation for the Jewish
person I have become.
One of the highlights of my time in the WRS was being a
madrich (a teaching assistant). Ms. Steiner locked me into
a four-year contract with her teaching first grade, for which
I am forever grateful. As a madrich, I learned what it meant
to have leadership and responsibility. I was expected to be at
Sunday school every week to be a part of the class.
One Sunday ritual that class participated in was the Mitzvah
Jar. Each Sunday, we would go around the room and share a
mitzvah we had performed over the last week. Once you had
shared your mitzvah, you would drop a Jolly Rancher into a

jar. When the jar was full, then we would feast! We would divide the Jolly Ranchers among all the students and start filling
the jar again. The activity brought mitzvot to life for the students and they enjoyed it so much, that I had confirmation
students this year begging for me to bring it back for TAG.
From the experiences I had on my college year’s trips to Israel
and Germany and the pictures I took from these adventures,
I created games and lessons. I incorporated them into the
different classes I have taught at the religious school. So far, I
have taught PreK, Kindergarten, Second Grade, Third Grade,
Under Construction (Turning Boys into Mensch) and a
couple different TAG classes. In my Kindergarten class, I had
them make their own hummus, from what I learned in Israel.
One of my favorite classes I taught was Jewish History
through Synagogue Architecture. In this class we used a
combination of my pictures and panoramas found on Synagogue360 to walk through and discuss synagogues throughout the world. We discussed type of architecture, what
features they noticed in the synagogue and the placement
of different key items. For the end of the class, the students
grouped up and built their own synagogues using a variety of
different media such as Mega Blocks, drawn out floor plans
and MineCraft.
Creating an environment kids want to be a part of and enjoy
has always been a major focus for me. Whether I am an
educator or an advisor, kids that want to be there are happier
kids. I want them to build friendships that will last a lifetime,
just like I did.
Congregation Beth Torah helped create and build the
community that supports me. Friendships I made back in
religious school stayed strong through confirmation, college
and adulthood. The work I do at Beth Torah is to provide the
opportunity for others to do the same. I want to provide the
future generation the opportunity to build a strong foundation in Judaism, to build the friendships that last a lifetime,
to build the community they will need.
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Music Program

Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.org

Here is a smattering of upcoming
music-related happenings in the life
of Beth Torah:

Bimah Teams
Here are the leadership teams for
each of the Friday evening Shabbat
services in the month of July:
July 6th: Jim Kaplan, Randy Deutch, Tim Intfen, Emily Tummons
July 13th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Tim Intfen, Nanette Kraus
July 20th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Randy Deutch, Tim Intfen,
Emily Tummons
July 27th: Rabbi Javier Cattapan, Carmen Dieker, Tim Intfen,
Nanette Kraus, Emily Tummons

Last year two Kol Nidre services were held back-to-back at 6:00
p.m. and 8:45 p.m. The Early service music featured choral
pieces. The Late Kol Nidre service music featured the instrumental textures of the HHD band.
This year, there will be one single Kol Nidre service held at 7:30
p.m., with everyone praying together. New this year, the musical
approach to the historically Early Kol Nidre service and the
musical approach to the historically Late Kol Nidre service will
be integrated.
The Chorus is conducted by Carmen Dieker, accompanied by
Nanette Kraus. The group rehearses on these Wednesday evenings this summer, 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.:
July 11th
July 18th
July 25th

August 1st
August 15th
August 22nd

August 29th
September 5th
September 12th

High Holy Days Chorus
High Holy Days at Beth Torah this year will be very special,
because we are celebrating our 30th anniversary. Singers from all
the corners of CBT (Adult Choir, Men’s Group, Women’s Group,
and beyond) have signed up to join forces and help deliver powerful choral pieces for this holiest time of the year. Here are the
names of the singers in this year’s High Holy Day Chorus:
Jim Appelbaum, Rachel Black, Kathy Coenen, Todd Davisson,
Sarah Derks, Carol Ducak, Estelle Edelbaum, Jill Fine, Mike
Fine, Vic Finkelstein, Karen Agron Flattery, Henri Goettel, Kris
Gray, Doug Greenwald, Barbara Gustin, Fred Gustin, Jo-Ann
Harris, Louise Hipsh, Tim Intfen, Jim Kaplan, Julie Kaplan,
Elizabeth Lenz, Nick LeVine, Larry Myer, Ben Navarro, Stan
Osman, Jeff Penner, Nina Shik, Tom Teller, Emily Tummons,
Shari Womack, Andrea Zwibelman, Zach Zwibelman

High Holy Days Morning Octet
The Morning Octet returns for its third year, to help lead the
music for Rosh HaShanah Morning and Yom Kippur Morning services. The group is conducted by Carmen Dieker, and
accompanied by Nanette Kraus.
Rachel Black (soprano)
Kris Gray (tenor)
Tim Intfen (bass)
Jim Kaplan (bass)

Nina Shik (alto)
Robert Pherigo (tenor)
Liz Willen (soprano)
Zach Zwibelman (tenor)

Listen for the Chorus at these services:
Selichot: Saturday, September 1st, 10:10 p.m.
Erev Rosh HaShanah: Sunday, September 9th, 7:30 p.m.
Kol Nidre (one single service): Tuesday, September 18th,
7:30 p.m.
N’ilah: Wednesday, September 19th, 6:00 p.m.
Continued on page 12
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15th Annual
Remembrance Walk

Last year two Rosh HaShanah Morning services were held backto-back at 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., and these were duplicate services; both choral elements and the band textures were integrated.
This year, there will be one single Rosh HaShanah Morning
service held at 10:30 a.m., with everyone praying together. Like
last year, the Morning Octet and the High Holy Days band
work together in the same service.

Sponsored by SASS-MoKan
(Suicide Awareness Survivor Support)

Save the Date

Sunday, September 9th

Here are a few music-related dates to jot down on your calendar:

Loose Park • 51st and Wornall

Outdoor Erev Shabbat Service
Friday, July 20th, 6:30 p.m.

Registration at 8:00 a.m. | Walk at 9:00 a.m.

Contemplation Night
Sunday, July 29th, 7:30 p.m.

The walk is for anyone who has dealt with a loss from
suicide, homicide, or other traumatic loss.

Outdoor Erev Shabbat Service
Friday, August 10, 6:30 p.m.

Registration is $25 in advance on the website at
http://www.sass-mokan.com/Sass-walk
or $30 the day of the event.

Makom BaTu’ach (Safe Space for Women)
Sunday, August 12th, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
First Shabbat of Elul (with lay leader Martha Gershun)
Friday, August 17th, 6:30 p.m.

The walk includes a t-shirt and other items.
Included in the event is a name remembrance,
dove release, song, and flowers.
All monies collected stay in the KC area to benefit
suicide awareness and education.
Please contact
bonswade@gmail.com
if you have questions.

1

MAZAL TOV!

Hearty congratulations are in order! For the second year
in a row, Beth Torah’s music department will be honored
with financial support from the Jewish Federation of
Greater Kansas City. The 2019 grant award recognizes
the contributions that CBT has made to the greater
Jewish community and beyond, through our citywide
Spring Session program.: “Celebrating Original Jewish
Songs by Local Composers.”

2

The CBT music department is head-over-heels happy
to announce that the original songs by two of our
composers have been selected for inclusion in Shabbat
Anthology IX, which will be published in Fall 2018 by
Transcontinental Music Publications. The Anthology
selection process is highly competitive—they receive
hundreds of submissions with each cycle. To have both
Emily Tummons (“Oseh Shalom”) and Lezlie Zucker (“Or
Zarua”)—two songwriters from the same synagogue—
selected for this publication, is simply amazing.
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• TRIBUTES •
Beth Torah General Fund
Darby Asner B’nai Tzedek
In Memory Of:
Louis H. Goldstein
Martin & Irene Goldstein

CBT Fund for Families in Need
In Memory Of:
Rose Klinock
Jerry & Susie Klinock
In Appreciation Of:

Adrienne Balagur
Laura & Boyd Bolter
Margie & Steve Cooper

Robin O’Bryan’s years of service
to CBT
Ellie Penner

Albert & Ellen Worthy
Beth Oberman

Irene Goldstein for all of her help
Felice & Richard Baumgarten

Rose Kaufman
Esther Malke Klieger
Rose Weingarten
Judith & Marshall Weingarten
Beverly Banks
Fran & Whitey Kuhn
Gaye Franklin
Margie & Steve Cooper
In Appreciation Of:
Mike Ginsberg
Laura & Boyd Bolter
In Honor Of:
Robin O’Bryan
Laura & Boyd Bolter
Estelle Edelman & Glenn Esser
Ellen Merrill

Rabbi Cattapan Discretionary
Fund
Lawrence & Judy Deutch
Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
In Memory Of:
Isadore Shaffer
Norman Shaffer
In Honor Of:
Marriage of Setareh Millerlile to
Michael Applebaum
Vic & Adrianne Applebaum

Rabbi Levin Discretionary Fund
Kendra Weinstein B’nai Tzedek Fund
In Memory Of:

Hunger Fund
In Memory Of:
Gaye Franklin
Doug & Colleen Polsky
Barbara Steiner
Judy & Lloyd Hellman
Stella Parris
Linda & Barry Katz
In Honor Of:
Birthday of Jim Holsberger
Elaine Holsberger

In Honor Of:
Marriage of Nathan and Bridget
Goldman
David & Henri Goettel
Laura Kaplan graduating college
Margie & Steve Cooper

Winston Social Justice Fund
In Memory Of:
Sid Willens
Harriet Charno

Youth Activities Fund
Teresa & Rick Hellman
In Memory Of:
Madeline K. Chapman
Morris Kapel
Paul Chapman

Camp Scholarship Fund
Carl Lowenstein
Lon Lowenstein & Suzy Katz

Educating Our Future Fund
Lauren Aaronson & Phil Meltzer
Dave & Lezlie Zucker
In Memory Of:
Adrienne Balagur
Don Goldman & Martha Gershun
Henri Goettel
Barry & Linda Katz
Barbara & Jeffrey Kitt
Jerry & Denise Pakula

THANK YOU
for bringing a bag of food
and/or paper products to donate
EVERY time
you enter the building.

Barbara Steiner
David & Henri Goettel
Denise & Jerry Pakula
Gaye Franklin
Sharon & Jeff Altman
William Murray
Lynn Murray
Bill Lewandowski
Stella Parris
Denise & Jerry Pakula

Anita Waxman
Joe Waxman
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• COMMUNITY NEWS •
Judaism for Conversion Candidates
The Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City will once
again offer a community-wide course, “Judaism for Conversion
Candidates” beginning August 23rd. The year-long course will
be taught on a rotating basis by rabbis from the Reform, Conservative and Orthodox movements and is intended to acquaint
those considering conversion to Judaism with what it means to
live Jewishly. Each student will be required to secure a congregational rabbinic sponsor by November 1st and meet the conversion requirements developed by their rabbinic sponsor.
Classes will take place on Thursday evenings from 7:00–9:00 p.m.
and the location will rotate among the synagogues. An orientation session is scheduled for August 16th, 7:00–9:00 p.m. at
the Jewish Community Campus. For additional information or
to register for this course, visit kcrabbis.org or contact Annette
Fish, Rabbinical Association Administrator/Program Director,
by email at afprogram@aol.com or 913-327-4622.
Funding for this program is generously provided by the
Menorah Heritage Foundation.

July & August Learn Laugh & Love Programs:
Something For All
On Thursday, July 19th, please join Rabbi Shaya Katz for a
light-hearted Learn Laugh & Love program, “Kosher Joking:
What does the Torah have to say about humor?” The 1:00 p.m.
program will take place in the Board Room of the Jewish
Community Campus. The Learn Laugh & Love program series is
co-sponsored by Jewish Family Services and The Heritage Center
of the Jewish Community Center.
Everyone loves a good rabbi joke. In this free program, Rabbi
Katz will explore the great tradition of joking in Judaism’s earliest
texts. What purpose does humor serve, if any?
Are there any limitations to joking? What examples do we have in
the Talmud of rabbis being funny (if any)? Join us to find out—
and maybe laugh a little!
Thursday, August 16th, the Learn Laugh & Love program will be
“Let’s Talk About Not Falling.” The 1:00 p.m. program will be
led by Sally N. Ellis Fletcher, a licensed practical nurse. Fletcher
is a certified Fall Stop…Move Strong™ trainer. She currently
serves as the Associate Dean for Students at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of Nursing and Health Studies.
During this workshop, Fletcher will discuss concerns about
falling, basic fall prevention and more.
While both programs are free, reservations are requested by
calling The Heritage Center reception desk at 913-327-8044.

Grief Support Group to Begin August 15th
Jewish Family Services is hosting another Grief and Loss Support
Group that begins August 15th, continuing for 10 sessions. The

group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month at 2:00
p.m. in Conference Room A at the JCC. The support group is for
individuals grieving from the death of a spousal partner, significant other or close family member. The group, which is free, provides the opportunity to address issues of loss and grief within a
Jewish spiritual context in a warm and confidential environment.
The group is co-facilitated by Rabbi Mark Levin and Laurie Schulte, MSW, JFS social worker. To register or for more information,
please contact Schulte at 913-730-1457 or lschulte@jfskc.org.

Day of Discovery to Kick Off a Year of
Jewish Learning on August 26th
Mark your calendar for an exciting, upcoming community program: “Day of Discovery—Explore the Joy of Jewish Learning in
Kansas City.” This event will be held from 8:45 a.m.–3:00 p.m.,
at the Jewish Community Campus on Sunday, August 26th.
Participants will have an opportunity to learn, study, and discover some of the community’s finest Jewish educators, rabbis,
and cantors, who will lead sessions on a wide range of topics.
Over thirty classes will be offered throughout the day.
Registration and a continental breakfast take place from 8:45 –
9:30 a.m., study sessions begin at 9:30 and lunch will be served
from 12:15–1:05 p.m. A dessert reception with door prizes will
conclude the day. An interactive program for religious school
students and their families will be offered in the morning. More
details to follow.
Registration for the event will begin in early August. Registration forms will be mailed in July. A listing of classes and information related to the day can be found the end of July at:
kcrabbis.org. Space is limited and advance registration is required. Class and lunch payments must be received in advance;
after the deadline registration fees increase and enrollment is
open on a space-available basis.
The cost to participate in “Day of Discovery” is $20 per person,
which includes classes, continental breakfast, a kosher box lunch
and a dessert reception. Childcare is available for children 3
months to 8 years with advance reservations. Participants are
asked to bring non-perishable food items for the Jewish Family
Services Food Pantry High Holy Day food drive.
The program is co-sponsored by The Rabbinical Association of
Greater Kansas City, Jewish Community Center, Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City, Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy,
Village Shalom and area congregations. This program is funded
in part by the Community Legacy Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Kansas City.
For more information, visit kcrabbis.org or contact Annette
Fish, Administrator/Program Director, Rabbinical Association
of Greater Kansas City, by email at afprogram@aol.com or by
phone at 913-327-4622.
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