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Sunday, February 3rd

• 5th Grade Family School

• Congregational Forum

Sunday, February 10th
• Panim el Panim

Wednesday, February 13th
• Blood Drive

• Ticket sales begin for the 
30th Anniversary Celebration

Thursday, February 14th
• Rabbi Lunch and Learn

Friday, February 15th
• Beit T’filah with 

Rabbi Sam Joseph

Saturday, February 16th
• Sichat Shabbat with 

Rabbi Sam Joseph

Friday, February 22nd
• 2nd and 3rd Grade  

Shabbat Dinner Family School

Sunday, February 24th
• 4th Grade Family School

Visit our website
for the complete

Beth Torah
February calendar

A Note from Rabbi Javier Cattapan

Making Connections Should 
Concern Us All

The month of February marks the third 
anniversary of our relationship, which began 
with a phone call from the search committee, 
followed by a Skype meeting, and well, the 
rest is history. Three years is really only the 
beginning. I hope that I was able to honor 
the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim, welcoming 
guests, every time we interacted at Beth Torah 
or around town. As Dr. Wolfson teaches, it is 
all about relationships, to which I may add, it 
is about good, positive relationships between 
rabbi and congregants. 

At the heart of a good relationship lies the 
assumption that we have shared each other’s 
stories. Some of you grew up together and 
in some cases, your families knew each other 
before you were even born. It is a blessing to 
have such connections! The rest of us, however, 
depend on telling our stories to each other, 
and that would be difficult to accomplish if we 
only meet at the oneg. 

I have begun a personal listening campaign 
over coffee (or tea) which has taught me so 
much. After each “Coffee with the Rabbi,” 
I am left with the feeling that each of the 
people who make up the Beth Torah family 
are unique, interesting and caring people. 
Each person has a fascinating story and many 
accomplishments which are a source of bless-
ing for us all. The encounters have been going 
well, and it has inspired some of our members 
to build upon it. 

One family hosted Kris 
and me for dinner instead; another invited me 
to visit their place of work. I was delighted by 
their suggestions. I hope that others may be in-
spired as well. The idea behind the “coffees” is 
to listen to your stories in any form or context 
in which you would like me to “hear” it. Now 
that you know I am available and willing, 
please know that I would entertain other 
offers. Maybe you would like to show me your 
favorite museum or art gallery or band or 
sports team in town. Perhaps you do not get 
out much anymore, and would like me to visit 
your home—our dog Fado may tag along, too, 
if you wish. And one more thing: maybe you 
have suggestions about one of our members, 

Shabbat Schedule
• Erev Shabbat

• Nosh: 6:00 p.m.
• Worship: 6:30 p.m.

• Shabbat morning
• Sichat Shabbat: 9:00 a.m.
• Worship:  10:30 a.m.

Continued at the bottom of page 3
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Our Pillars
We are a vibrant, modern 

Reform Jewish congregation 
where everyone matters.

Congregation Beth Torah:
Embraces Energizes
Illuminates Inspires
Responds Connects 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: 913-498-2212

Fax: 913-498-1071
6100 West 127th Street

Overland Park, KS 66209
Email: info@beth-torah.org

Website: beth-torah.org 
Facebook:

facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah

OFFICERS
President .................................................... Barry Katz
First Vice President ................................. SueAnn Strom
Vice President ............................................ Boyd Bolter
Vice President ..........................................Brandi Fisher
Secretary ................................................ Genna Stowe
Treasurer ................................................ Howard Pitler

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Jeff Antoniewicz 
Miccole Bowen

June Crane
Todd Davisson
Scott Franklin
Mike Ginsberg

Jo-Ann Harris 
Amy Kane

Stan Osman 
Stephen Steigman

Nick Toniazzo
Zach Zwibelman

BTTY Co-Presidents.....................Sam Fine & Max Gates
Immediate Past President ...................... Linda Zappulla

STAFF 
Senior Rabbi ...............................Rabbi Javier Cattapan
Founding Rabbi .............Rabbi Mark Levin, D.D., D.H.L.
Music Director...................................... Emily Tummons
Director of Operations ............................... Laura Intfen
Director of Finance ..................................... Tara Hyder
Director of Lifelong Learning .... Rabbi Monica Kleinman
Office Manager .................................Alyssa Schildhorn
Administrative Assistant ........................ Sharon Altman
Bookkeeper.............................................. Barbara Kitt 
Administrative Assistant ...........................Rachel Bolter 
Choir Director ....................................... Carmen Dieker
Tekiah Editor ............................................ Laura Bolter

30th Anniversary 

Panim el Panim
Sunday, February 10, 2019

We know so many of you have been participating in all of the 30th Anniversary 
Celebrations. You might have attended our Shabbat Dinner last May, or one of 
the Pick-a-Parties throughout the year. We hope you are planning to attend our 
final celebration in April. They have all provided opportunities for young and old 
to meet each other and begin to form the relationships that are so important to 
everyone and are truly the future of our congregation.
Now, the Social Action Committee wants to invite you to join in an afternoon that 
includes a trip down memory lane of our past memories of tikkun olam and g’milut 
chasadim and will also offer you an opportunity to step into the future of CBT by 
joining one of several NEW Social Action programs that will take the next step. 
These projects will be “ongoing”—meeting at the time and frequency of those who 
want to participate. Although new people are always welcome, your core group will 
work together to better the world for our congregation and for others.

We will start with a delicious (free!) lunch at noon, prepared by 
Adrienne Applebaum and Susan Waxman. Check out the menu:

Turkey, Egg Salad or 
Sun Butter Sandwich 

(Vegan and GF Bread available)

Chips, Carrot Sticks, Fruit 
Chocolate Chip Cookies 

Lemonade
We are saving the details of our new projects for the Feb. 10th event, but they 
will include activities that will be done inside AND outside, at CBT AND in the 
community. You can join in as an individual, a couple OR a family. We hope that 
you will find more than one activity in which to participate.

No charge! NO RSVP is necessary. 
Just mark your calendars and join us for this special day.

mailto:info%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://beth-torah.org
http://facebook.com/CongregationBethTorah
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When Linda 
Zappulla was 
president of our 
congregation, 
she instituted 
what she called 
“Good and 

Welfare” to start every board meeting. 
Each board member would take a minute 
or two to mention something that was 
going on in their life outside of Beth To-
rah. It was an opportunity to be relational 
for about 15 or 20 minutes. However, 
when I became president, I decided that 
board members would rather have the 
meeting end a little earlier than share tid-
bits of their life. So, I eliminated “Good 
and Welfare” from the agenda.

But, in recent months, as I have learned 

more about Relational Judaism, I realized 
I had made a bad decision. Sharing brief 
stories with each other at board meetings 
would be time well spent in the interest 
of deepening our relationships and creat-
ing a foundation for working together. So 
at our last meeting, “Good and Welfare” 
made a comeback. As we went around the 
table, lots of news came tumbling out. 
We heard about an engagement, an an-
niversary, a hospitalization, a grandchild 
in gestation, a Broadway performance, 
one bat mitzvah completed and another 
looming on the horizon, kids coming and 
going over the holiday break and a new 
snow blower. As I listened to all this, I 
realized that everyone has a conversation 
starter in their back pocket, and all that’s 
needed is the chance to share it. 

And now it occurs to me that this 
practice doesn’t have to be limited to 
the board room. We can all get to know 
each other better if we just turn our brief 
encounters in the ulam into mini versions 
of “Good and Welfare.” When someone 
asks “How’s it going?” or “What’s going 
on?”—instead of responding “fine” or 
“not much”, why not start a conversation 
by sharing a small piece of trivia from 
your life? As pieces are exchanged, com-
mon bonds will emerge and connections 
formed. All for the good and welfare of 
our congregation. 

Please give it a try. And wear your name tag.

Barry Katz, President
bkatz12306@gmail.comPresident’s Corner

Leadership: Raise Your Hand to Get 
Involved in Leadership at Beth Torah!

Every year at this time, the Nominating 
Committee is activated to develop the 
slate of officers and members of the Board 
of Trustees, to be voted on at the Annual 
Meeting. The Nominating Committee 
consists of three board members and 
three non-board members. (Nominating 
Committee members cannot be proposed 
as officers or new members of the board.)

Throughout the year, Board leadership is 
looking for its own successors. Sometimes 
we need particular skills or need to add 
people who reflect the demographics of 
the membership. We become aware of 
people who have been involved in Beth 
Torah activities, taken a leadership role 
in a program or committee, or expressed 
interest in joining the Board. But we may 
not know of YOUR interest and skills. 
Please let us know if you are interested in 
being considered for the Board or in get-
ting involved in another leadership role.

This is a great time to SAY YES to Beth 
Torah, and be involved in setting fu-
ture direction. Please consider stepping 
forward into leadership. Realize that it 
may take time to work your way into the 

ultimate leadership role you want, but 
getting started is equally important. We 
need your professional skills, your interest 
and commitment and your love for the 
community we call Beth Torah.

Please contact me directly with your inter-
ests. I look forward to hearing from you! 

Linda Zappulla, 
Nominating Committee Chair and  
Immediate Past President
913-220-3521 | Linda.Zappulla@gmail.com

In Memoriam:
Bobbie Levy

Wife of Joe Levy and sister-in-law 
of  Howard Stark

Ruth Turner
Aunt of Ann Elyachar, Adam & Stephanie 
Elyachar, and Matthew & Gloria Elyachar

Larry Fine
Father and father-in-law of Mike & Jill Fine 
and grandfather of Tim, Katie, and Sam Fine

Pauline Fish
Aunt of Joel and Annette Fish

Mazel tov to:
Henri Hubble & Ben Gaeddert 

on their marriage
Jennifer Levinson recognized 
as one of The Independent’s 
2019 Class of Rising Stars

Torah Portion
February 1/2 | 27 Shevat

Mishpatim

February 8/9 | 4 Adar I
Terumah

February 15/16 | 11 Adar I
Tetzaveh

February 22/23 | 18 Adar I
Ki Tisa

who might benefit from a rabbinic visit, or 
from making a connection with me over 
coffee.

In whichever way you choose, I am 
inviting you to join me and be “a host”; 
help me hear your story and those of 
your friends and fellow congregants. The 
more that we connect and relate to each 
other, the stronger our congregation will 
be. It is all about creating and nurturing 
as many relationships as we can that will 
make a big difference in the long run and 
will bring us all closer.

Rabbi Cattapan’s message 
continued from page 1

mailto:bkatz12306%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Linda.Zappulla%40gmail.com?subject=
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This is the third year of the FUNdraiser that CBT enjoys so much. 
There is so much to celebrate. We invite you to join our 100 Days 
of Giving campaign to raise $10,000 that supports excellence in 
programming: our music program, adult education, weekly nosh, 
oneg, Sunday breakfast and more.
In the spirit of being a great sports town, we hereby declare a 100 
Days OVERTIME!!    
Get in the March Madness spirit as we extend this slam dunk 
campaign until the NCAA Championship on April 8th! So grab 
your calendar and your bracket and choose a day to support your 

favorite team, or for a spring birthday, 
or for Spring Session, which is April 7th. 
Pick a day and email Sharon Altman, at saltman@
beth-torah.org or call the office at 913-498-2212 and hear the 
roar of the crowd as your day comes and everyone admires your 
decorated day on our giant foyer calendar and “likes, loves and 
shares” the Facebook post that appears on the Beth Torah Face-
book page in your honor. 
So, let’s close this campaign out with a full court press. You can be the 
key as you alley-oop us toward our $10,000 goal for this campaign. 

100 Days of Giving: Sold Dates
November

23 Miccole & Nathan Bowen: In honor of Jack’s 10th birthday
24 Barry & Linda Katz: In honor of the generosity of everyone who participated in our 

High Holy Day Appeal
27 Linda Zappulla: In honor of Giving Tuesday
28 Marcia & Larry Rittmaster: In honor of our 53rd wedding anniversary

December 
2 Peter & Cindy Schmidt: In honor of Cindy’s birthday
4 Nancy Solomon: Remembering my mother, Sadie Sobol on her birthday 
6 Board of Trustees: In honor of CBT’s Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Ron Wolfson
7 Alisa Kartch: In honor of my birthday
8 Rabbi Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray: In celebration of Fado’s 2nd birthday
11 Andrea & Jay Zwibelman: In honor of Hannah’s 32nd birthday 
16 Andrew & Emily Kerstein: In honor of Jonathan’s 9th birthday
21 The Stowe Family: In honor of Bella’s Bat Mitzvah
22 Zachary Zwibelman: It’s my actual birthday!
25 Valery Tokar: In memory of his mother on her birthday
26 Shanny & Eric Morgenstern: In honor of Eric’s birthday 
27 Mike Ginsberg: In honor of the one year remembrance of my father, Ed Ginsberg
28 Alyssa Schildhorn: In remembrance of my mother on her birthday
29 Allison Roodman: In honor of Stella’s birthday and Bat Mitzvah 
31 Dan & Darcy Hill: In honor of our wedding anniversary

January
1 Rabbis Jon & Monica Kleinman: In honor of Monica’s birthday
2 Kerry & Robert Miller: In honor of Oscar Miller’s 16th birthday
3 Lauren Aaronson & Phil Meltzer: In honor of our wedding anniversary
5 Boyd & Laura Bolter: In honor of Laura’s birthday
6 Kelly Kaplan: In honor of Jim’s birthday
12 Stan Osman: In honor of Mark’s birthday
13 Carol Ducak: In honor of my birthday
14 Ron Wolfson: In honor of grandson Gabe Hall’s 6th birthday!

18 Aaron Tarjan: Thank you for saying “I do” 15 years ago today! You’re the love of 
my life.

19 Tarjans of Kansas: In honor of Grandma Froma on becoming a Bat Mitzvah. 
It’s never too late!

20 Pitler Family: In honor of Tu Bishvat, the New Year for Trees and a total lunar eclipse 
(maximum eclipse will be at 11:12 p.m.)

21 Laura & Tim Intfen: In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.
22 Andrew & Emily Kerstein: In honor of Beatrice’s 5th birthday
23 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor of our 20th wedding anniversary
24 Deb Bass & Samantha Hammontree: share with pride the purchase of January 

24th in honor of Jennifer Savner Levinson for her work as the Community Outreach 
Coordinator for SPEAK UP and her tireless work to reduce the stigma of mental health 
illness as she opens up conversation around the deadly symptoms that can be the result 
of these illnesses

25 Kerry & Robert Miller: In honor of Greta Miller’s 20th birthday
27 Betsy Wanger: In celebration of the most supportive and kind mother-in-law 

Happy Birthday Laka Slavsky!
February

3 Scott Franklin: In loving memory of my sister, Gaye Franklin
11 Steve Cooper: In honor of my birthday tomorrow!
12 Sandy & Steve Geduldig: In honor of our wedding anniversary
13 Sharon & Jeff Altman: In honor of the CBT Blood Drive: 10 years of saving lives!
14 Javier Cattapan & Kris Gray: In celebration of the 22nd anniversary of our first date
16 Mike & Barbara Ginsberg: In honor of Daniel’s 18th birthday
17 Jennifer Levinson: Today is Random Act of Kindness Day!
18 Bobby & Mary Young: In honor of Isaac’s birthday
20 Steve Cooper: In honor of Charles Cooper’s birthday
22 The Balanoff Family: In honor of Simon’s Bar Mitzvah
28 Stephanie Fleetwood: In honor of my 17th birthday

March
1 Jo-Ann Harris: In honor of my birthday
2 The Fisher/Raymond Family: In honor of Shoshana’s Bat Mitzvah

mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:saltman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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“When two human beings engage each other in a face-to-face 
encounter, relationship exists in the between. It is in that space 
that relationship can turn into ‘engagement.’ The goal of Rela-
tional Judaism is to foster the relationships that will bring peo-
ple into deep, lasting engagement with the Jewish experience.’’ 
From Relational Judaism, Using the Power of Relationships to 
Transform the Jewish Community by Dr. Ron Wolfson. 

Dr. Ron Wolfson came to share stories, ideas and community 
with us in December. In a session with Beth Torah’s lay leader-
ship he shared the nine levels of relationships. He explained that 
relationships are formed by what happens between, or in the 
connection. The Hebrew term for this space is bayn. As there are 
now nine months until High Holy Days, and nine levels of rela-
tionships, I would like to share with you all, over the next nine 
months, the bayns of our existence. Look for more information 
about Relational Judaism at Beth Torah during the High Holy 
Days of 2019, but in the meantime, you can look to this space 
so put Dr. Wolfson’s teachings into your Beth Torah life. 

The Second Level: Bayn Adam l’Mishpachah—Family
Defining what family is offers enough of a challenge, but to find 
the relational Judaism that is meaningful to all families seems 
downright impossible. In Genesis 12:3, the Torah describes a 
promise and a blessing from God to Abraham, “all of the fam-
ilies of the earth will find a blessing in you.” So is a family tied 
together by genes, ancestry, love, or maybe even geography?

Many of us here at Beth Torah have family members that are 
members. In fact, we have a few three generational families that 
belong. Then there are those that don’t have family members 
here, or have broken family ties, or no family ties. Whether your 
ancestory.com tree is thick with leaves or bare, you might, in 
your comings and goings, refer to yourself as part of the Beth 
Torah family. This is a relationship. You and this family.

There is a Facebook group called Elder Orphans that states as 

its purpose: “to share and discuss 
issues important to people over 
55 living alone without a spouse, 
partner, or children…this group 
will serve as a platform to build 
awareness, give hope and support, 
and help to create better communities for us to grow older.”

Hike (Help Instill the Key to Education) is a local reading 
achievement program that encourages intergenerational interac-
tion to improve the literacy in children.  

These programs and so many more create family with a unity of 
purpose. And so it is with Beth Torah. The congregant sitting 
next to you at services is a family member connected to you by 
unity of purpose. To develop a Bayn Adam l’mishpachah, a con-
nection of family is personification of the Genesis blessing from 
God offered to Abraham thousands of years ago. 

In February, why not get familial? Forgive a transgression, listen 
to a story, ask about a pain. Check on an elder or read to a 
child. Be a member of the Beth Torah family. 

Laura Intfen, Director of Operations
lintfen@beth-torah.orgConnections

Save the Date 

 

Shabbat with Rabbi Sam Joseph, Ph.D.  

Rabbi Samuel K. Joseph, Ph.D. is Eleanor Sinsheimer 
Distinguished Service Professor of Jewish Education and 
Leadership Development at HUC - JIR/Cincinnati, where 
he teaches in the rabbinical school. His special interest is 
how Jewish institutions and organizations, from schools 
to synagogues to national groups, can be most excellent 
as they seek to fulfill their mission and vision. 

Rabbi Joseph will help us continue the great work we 
began with Dr. Ron Wolfson in December as we 

strive to make Beth Torah a community that 
welcomes and values every person who walks 

through our doors. 

Beit T’filah
With the

Beit T’filah Chorus
Friday, February 15th

Sichat Shabbat
Saturday,

February 15th

Blood Drive
Wednesday, February 13th 

2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Book your appointment today at

savealifenow.org & enter Sponsor Code: BethTorah

YOUR 
DONATION 
MATTERS!

mailto:lintfen%40beth-torah.org?subject=
http://savealifenow.org
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Rabbi Monica Kleinman, Director of Lifelong Learning
mkleinman@beth-torah.orgReligious School

Youth Group News
BTTY had its semi-annual Board Retreat 
on January 4th. Rabbi Kleinman graciously 
hosted us and fed us a delicious Shabbat 
dinner, so a big thank you goes out to her. 
Our retreats are usually sleepovers, but we 

were efficient enough that we could get our entire semester 
planned in one night. We’ve got some fun stuff coming up!

NFTY Missouri Valley’s Winter Chavurah was over the long 
Martin Luther King Jr. weekend. We got to ride the train to 
St. Louis, which is always a fun experience and less of a hassle 
than a plane. Missouri Valley is divided into two subregions, the 
SLIID subregion contains St. Louis, Illinois, and Iowa, and the 
Western region is made up of Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, and 
Wyoming. It is an MV tradition to pit Western vs. SLIID in a 
basketball game at Winter Chavurah. Stay tuned for my next 
article to find out who won. Go Western! We also participated 
in Asefah, which is the meeting where we amend NFTY MV’s 
constitution. It’s pretty boring to sit through, but it’s made a bit 
less painful by bubbles and occasional dance breaks. It was also 
fun to see all our friends again, but it was a bit sad as this was 
the seniors’ second-to-last chavurah. Next time though, every-
one will be an even bigger emotional mess as we say goodbye to 
our seniors. I’m going to miss Max!

On January 26th, Beth Torah and BTTY hosted the Kansas 
City Interfaith Youth Alliance for Shabbat morning services. 
It was a good experience to help plan and lead services; we 
tailor-made this service at the Board Retreat specifically for this 
audience. Afterward, we sat with them and answered any ques-
tions they had about Judaism or our Jewish experience. Thank 

you to KCIYA for reaching out to us with this idea; it’s very 
important that we do events like this and engage with different 
religions to promote peace and emphasize our shared humanity. 

January 27th was BTTY’s annual reStart dinner, where we go 
and make a meal at the homeless shelter to give back to the 
community. They really rely on volunteers like us to keep the 
gears running smoothly, and they were appreciative of our 
efforts as always. It’s a demanding job as we always seem to be 
short-staffed, but we went to Freddy’s afterward, so it’s really not 
all work and no fun.

Our only event in February is a babysitting night on the 2nd 
from 4:30 to 9:30 pm. This is a good time for you to get some 
peace and quiet while your kids are having a blast with us. We 
usually have some games for them to play, eat some pizza, grab 
some dessert, and watch a movie that the kids choose. It costs 
$30 for one child to attend, but it’s $15 for each additional kid. 
Toddlers and above are welcome.

Lastly, NFTY MV’s JYG Chavurah is coming up on March 
8th-10th. If you have a student in 7th or 8th grade, this is a 
really fun time for them to get together with kids their age from 
all across the region. It’s a super fun experience and good time 
for your kid to get a jump start on BTTY. I can’t recommend it 
highly enough! Registration closes Wednesday, February 20th, 
and it is hosted at Three Trails Camp in Kansas City, MO. 

To register for the babysitting night, if you have any questions 
about the JYG Chavurah, or if we can help you with anything 
else, please don’t hesitate to contact Rabbi Kleinman at  

Shalom, Beth Torah!
Despite its mere twenty-eight days, 
February is going to be a great month for 
Jewish learning and living! 

On Sunday, February 10th after religious 
school, join Marcia Rittmaster for a 
look at Social Action past, present, and 
future! We will build on Beth Torah’s 
great history of advocating for others in 
our community, enjoy lunch (yum!), and 
plan for continued success as we move 
forward. You may find others who share 
your passion, and can work together to 
make our world a better place!

Do not miss Shabbat services on Friday, 
February 15th—our first Beit T’filah 
evening will feature Rabbi Sam Joseph, 

who will help us learn how T’filah brings 
us together. Rabbi Joseph founded the 
liberal Jewish congregation in Hong 
Kong—over mu shu for dinner, hear how 
individuals came together over shared val-
ues to create a lasting Jewish community. 
What can we learn from their endeavor, 
and how can we use it to enhance our 
Beth Torah community?

Rabbi Joseph will lead Sichat Shabbat the 
next morning, so come at 9:15 a.m. for 
some small group learning with him.

We will have THREE great Family 
School experiences this month: Fifth 
grade on Sunday, February 3rd, Fourth 
grade on Sunday, February 24th, and 
our first Shabbat Dinner Family School 

for the second/
third grade on 
Friday evening, 
February 22nd. 
Our second and 
third graders will share the bima with our 
worship team to bring new voices and 
faces to our Shabbat celebration.

Over Presidents’ Day Weekend, our 
faculty will attend a fantastic in-service 
with Rabbi Joseph and faculties from area 
religious schools. 

There’s a lot to be excited about and I 
look forward to sharing these great expe-
riences with you!

Continued on page 7

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
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Ethical Food Team 
Announces Enhancements for 

Kiddush & Oneg Shabbat
The Ethical Food team, along with sup-
port from Laura Intfen, has announced 
two changes for our Friday night Shabbat 
experience to improve our environment 
and give congregants healthier and higher 
welfare food choices. First, beginning in 
February, we will no longer use plas-
tic Kiddush cups. We will begin using 
compostable cups. Throughout their 
production and disposal, compostable 
products use less energy and water, and 
release less harmful pollution, than their 
conventional counterparts. Reducing 
the volume of litter in our world is a 
key benefit of switching to compostable 
products. To get the full benefit, we are 
exploring options to dispose of these in 
a composting facility or compost heap. 

In the meantime, we are storing these so 
they don’t end up in a landfill. We are 
also looking at reusing glass cups as a 
long-term option.

Second, beginning in February, our Oneg 
Shabbat will include options for dried 
and/or fresh fruit. These are both vegan, 
and are healthier choices than most of 
the sweets. Since almost all the food at 
the Oneg is donated, we will add dried 
fruit as an easy option for congregants 
who don’t want to bake or like the idea of 
having another option. Costco has great 
inexpensive choices! We will also have 
options for congregants to drop off fresh 
fruit, although this will require drop-off 
only on Fridays so they can be served 
while the fruit is still fresh!

mkleinman@beth-torah.org, the Beth To-
rah office at  913-498-2212, or myself at 
swfine42@gmail.com. You can also join 
the BTTY Facebook group or join our 
Remind Group by texting “@btty5779” 
to 81010 to keep up-to-date with what’s 
going on in BTTY and stay informed of 
future events.

Until next time, Sam

Continued from page 6

Come Join Us!!! Save The Date!!!
SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019

“WE JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN”
CBT’s 30th Anniversary yearlong celebration 
will be coming to a close, but not without one 
last ADULT ONLY big evening of FUN! FUN! 
FUN!!!! Only Beth Torah would have so many 
fun activities planned in one evening. We will 
begin the evening with a beautiful Havdalah, 
followed by wonderful, very filling appetizers 
and adult beverages. Then, dance the night 
away to the Jewbie Brothers, including not just 
one special guest, but a surprise one, as well. 
A parody is being written just for the evening 
by our very own Estelle Edelbaum. 

A silent auction that promises to be bigger 
and better than ever before! There will be lots 
of great items in various price categories to 
tempt you. This will include many restaurant 
gift certificates ranging from family-style to 
dress up restaurants. We will have tickets for 
museums, movie theaters and entertainment 
venues. Let’s not forget the homemade food 
items. There will be something for everyone!
Looking forward to seeing you on April 13th. 
Be sure to save the date now. Tickets will go on 
sale February 13th. 

Chevre ha Tzevet
Thank you to Linda Katz 

for creating a lovely tribute 
to our CBT Faculty in the 

glass display case in the 
Ulam at Beth Torah. We 

hope you’ll take a look the 
next time you are there.

mailto:mkleinman%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:swfine42%40gmail.com?subject=
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Emily Tummons, Music Director
emily@beth-torah.orgMusic Program

2019 Spring Session
Sunday, April 7th, 3:00 p.m.

It’s wintertime! Which means that work is already underway to 
make this our best Spring Session yet. The year 2019 brings us 
our fourth concert in this series celebrating original Jewish songs 
by local composers.

For this issue of the Tekiah, we wanted to share four ways you 
can get involved if you’d like: writing a song, singing, volun-
teering, donating.

Composers
Right now is the timing of the pre-season when we put out the 
call for submissions to the Spring Session. Exactly one month 
ago, in the first newspaper issue of the year 2019, Barbara Bayer 
was kind enough to feature our call for song submissions in her 
column on page 2 of the Kansas City Jewish Chronicle.

In her article, Barbara laid out all of the guidelines; here is a 
brief sum-up—please help spread the word!

• Deadline for submissions is 12:00 p.m. on 
Friday, February 8th.

• Submissions should include a lyric sheet and a demo record-
ing for reference. Sheet music is helpful but not required.

• In the context of this concert series, a “Jewish song” is de-
fined this way: “written for a Jewish purpose.”

• Past themes have included the following: Shabbat liturgy; 
original poetry; Hanukkah, Pesach, Yizkor, and other holy 
seasons, days, and moments in the Jewish calendar; new nig-
gunim, prayers for healing, Jewish songs for children, original 
melodies for modern Israeli poets; Talmudic texts; and other 
Jewish prayers, blessings, and stories.

We recently counted—across the three concert seasons so far 
(2016-2018), 63 original songs have been featured by these 
23 composers: 

Jim Abel, Jim Appelbaum, Rachel Black, Michelle Cox, Carmen 
Dieker, Coleen Dieker, Jill Fine, Mike Fine, Kris Gray, Steve 
Greenberg, Howard Iceberg, Tim Intfen, Cantor Sharon Kohn, Stu 
Lewis, Rabbi Jonathan Rudnick, Linda Salvay, Steve Shapiro, Rab-

bi Jeffrey Shron, Warren Sickel, Roberta 
Solomon, Emily Tummons, Rabbi Scott 
White, and Lezlie Zucker.

Would you like to join this list of 
amazing songwriters? Email your 
songs to emily@beth-torah.org.

Singers
Over the last three seasons, we’ve welcomed many vocal ensem-
bles to the stage to help deliver original Spring Session pieces: 
Adult Choir, Women’s Group, Men’s Group, Kids Choir, octets, 
an Interfaith Chorus, and combinations of all those groups. For 
some of the Spring Session songs, the singers had the opportu-
nity to offer its premiere performance.

Would you like to sing in one of the choral groups for Spring 
Session this year? Email emily@beth-torah.com for rehearsal 
dates and more info!

Volunteers

Each year we lean on our 
CBT logistical volunteers 
to help bring together 
all the details, and help 
everything run smoothly. 
We need greeters, ushers, 
and crews for set-up. We’re 
calling on people to hang 
posters around town, 
collate the programs on the 
day of the concert, deco-
rate the ulam, and get the 
snacks ready. Whatever your cup of tea is, we’ve got a task for 
you! Email Emily to find the perfect way to lend a hand.

Donors
For the second year in a row, our CBT music department has 
been honored with financial support from the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Kansas City. This grant award recognizes the contri-
butions that Beth Torah has made to the greater Jewish commu-
nity and beyond, through this citywide concert. 

Most of the remaining funding for this event comes from a 
group of individual donors called the Supporters Circle. These 
folks contribute at a sustaining level toward the expenses of the 

Continued on page 9

mailto:emily%40beth-torah.org?subject=
mailto:emily%40beth-torah.com?subject=
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Spring Session. They are our heroes. Here 
is a comprehensive list of all the donors 
who have joined our Supporters Circle 
for one or more of the past three Spring 
Sessions—thank you all!

Jeff & Sharon Altman, The Beth Torah Gift 
Shop, Chuck & Sandi Cantor, Thom-
as Cohen, Steven & Marjorie Cooper, 
Martha Gershun & Don Goldman, Jesus 
& Barbara Gutierrez, Jo-Ann Harris, Jim 
& Kelly Kaplan, Allen & Elizabeth Kossoy, 
John Lantos & Martha Montello, Eric 
& Shanny Morgenstern, David & Nina 
Shik, SueAnn Strom, Aaron Tarjan & Liz 
Willen, Emily Tummons & Hunter Chris-
tophersen, Jay & Andrea Zwibelman, and 
anonymous donors. 

If you’re interested in being counted as 
one of this year’s donors, talk with Emily 
to find out how to join the 2019 Spring 
Session Supporters Circle.

Continued from page 8

Simon Joseph Balanoff will be called to the 
Torah on Saturday, February 23, 2019 as a 
Bar Mitzvah at Shabbat worship. Simon is 
the son of Brian and Christa Balanoff.  He 
is the brother of Olivia, and the grandson of 
Arnold and Diane Balanoff (Leawood, KS) 
and Charles and Sylvia Ruble (Umatilla, FL).
Simon is in 7th grade at Hyman Brand 
Hebrew Academy. He loves computer 
programming and gaming, art, music and 
spending time with friends.  Simon is active 
in Boy Scout Troop 61 and loves being 
outdoors, camping, and learning. He also 
loves skateboarding and has combined his 
love of skating with his mitzvah project. He 
will be collecting needed items for those 
less fortunate. These will be delivered to an 
organization called Skate for Change; they 
travel the city on skateboards distributing 
these needed items to those who may 
otherwise not have the resources. 
The congregation, family and friends are 
invited to join us for the Kiddush luncheon 
following the service. 

Shoshana Rayna Fisher will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 
March 2nd, 2019 during Shabbat worship. 
Shoshana is the daughter of Brandi Fisher 
and Greg Raymond and sister to Jonathan 
Raymond. She is the granddaughter of 
Jene Fisher (Wichita, KS) and the late 
Jerry Fisher, Merle and Arnold Cole 
(Leawood, KS) and Alan Raymond and 
Myra Rosenthal (St. Louis, MO). 
Shoshana is a 7th grader at Indian Woods 
Middle School where she was on the cross 
country team this fall. She loves musical 
theatre, horses, cooking and baking, reading, 
traveling and spending time with family 
and friends. She enjoys being a madricha 
on Sundays and participating in TAG on 
Wednesdays. She can’t wait to spend her 
5th Summer at Olin Sang Ruby Institute 
(OSRUI), a URJ camp in Wisconsin.
For Shoshana’s mitzvah project, Shoshana 
is partnering with the local nonprofit, El 
Centro. She is visiting their preschool 
children and reading favorite books to 
them and conducting a book drive to help 
provide children’s books to the families 
who are served by that agency. If you 
would like to donate new or gently used 
children’s books in English or Spanish, 
please bring them to the drop-off box at 
Beth Torah on or before March 2nd.
The congregation is invited to join the family 
for kiddish luncheon following services.

Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah  

Strangers No More
Jewish and Christian women have been 
meeting together as part of a group called 
“Strangers No More” for almost five 
years. Sponsored by the JCRB/AJC and 
the United Methodist Women of the 
Church of the Resurrection, they meet 
twice a month for Coffee & Conver-
sation. Meetings are held one Monday 
evening a month at Congregation Beth 
Torah and one Thursday morning each 
month at the Leawood Pioneer Library. 
No RSVP is necessary for these events.

Monday, February 4th 
7:00–8:30 p.m. 
Congregation Beth Torah

Thursday, February 21st 
11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Leawood Pioneer Library

Monday, March 4th 
7:00–8:30 p.m. 
Congregation Beth Torah

Thursday, March 21st 
11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Leawood Pioneer Library

The goals of Strangers No More are to:

• construct paths to understanding
• build bridges through developing 

relationships

• develop new understandings of what it 
means to be citizens of a loving com-
munity created in the Image of God

• and pursue the possibility of future 
events and ways to unite and work to-
gether to make a difference in our own 
lives and in our community.

More information and a schedule of 
events can be found by joining their Face-
book group at https://bit.ly/2RCgvWS or 
contact Beth Torah members Henri Goet-
tel, Judy Hellman or Marcia Rittmaster 
for more information.

https://bit.ly/2RCgvWS
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• TRIBUTES •

Beth Torah General Fund
Sarah R. Elyachar, B’nai Tzedek Fund 
Jonah Elyachar, B’nai Tzedek Fund 
Jeff Lefko, B’nai Tzedek Fund 
Linda Zappulla 
Jonny & Jane Girson 
Jim & Kelly Kaplan
Bill & Randi Lefko

In Memory Of:

Bobbie Levy
Harvey S. Bodker
Bernard & Betty Sue Balkin
Sandy & Marvin Romer

Bernard M. Capper
Gail & Larry Altman

Elizabeth Ann Gray
Jim & Kelly Kaplan

Larry Fine
John Lantos 

Gaye Franklin
Scott & Amy Franklin

In Honor Of:

Joel Waxman & Family
Ted Hutchens

Rabbi Cattapan 
Discretionary Fund

Ron & Jo Ann Ginson

In Memory Of:

Elizabeth Ann Gray
Margie & Steve Cooper

Eddie Goldstein
Mindy & Tonja Hayungs-Goldstein

Dr. Abe Braverman
Barash & Neuman Family

Bobbie Levy
Leonard Glass & Ann Stern
Merle & Jean Beach
Mary Ellen Levy Grahl
Steven & Lori Samazin
Neil & Blanche Sosland

Irving Muller
Fran & Whitey Kuhn

Christine Mattes
Tina & Kevin Shea

Addie Shaffer
Norman Shaffer

 

Rebecca Sibner
Karen Agron Flattery

In Honor Of:

Rabbi Cattapan
Joseph Levy

Jackson Hensley’s Bar Mitzvah
Bud Weneck

Rabbi Levin  
Discretionary Fund   

In Memory Of:

Bobbie Levy
Kimberle Stark

Ruth Eiler 
Sol Eiler

Irene & Martin Goldstein
Donald Golden

Karin Golden
Harry Skikne

Barry Skikne
Daniel Freid Breslauer

Patsy Shanberg
Raymond Shaw
Sarah Hurst

Radine Shaw

CBT Fund for  
Families in Need

In Memory Of:

Dora Freed
Morris & Lynne Faiman

Hunger Fund

In Memory Of:

Ruth Litvien 
Sheila Goldberg & Lisa Levine

Jeanette Salz
Morris O’Brien

Maureen & Sandy Salz
Jacob Klieger

Judy & Marshall Weingarten
Sherry Kaplan

Linda & Barry Katz

Educating Our Future Fund
Debbie Berkowitz

In Memory Of:

Robert Deister
Joni & Larry Weiner

Music & Choir Fund

In Memory Of:

Sally Osman
Stan Osman

Larry Fine
Jim & Kelly Kaplan
Margie & Steve Cooper

Doris Rudman
Margie Cooper

Amy Dennis Pierron  
Music Fund

In Memory Of:

Bunnie Chesis
Paul & Julie Chesis

Larry Fine
Raymond Shaw

Randy & Rosanne Deutch

Joel H. Winston 
Social Justice Fund

In Memory Of:

Connie Broughton
Edgar Broughton

Betsy Wanger
Edward Goldstein
Ethyl Portman

Gail Goldstein
Diane Lipman

Ellen & Bob Bruennig

Gordon Waller  
Youth Activities Fund

In Memory Of:

Charlotte Kapel
Paul Chapman

Ida R. Jaben, mother
Etta Brenner
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Healthy Habits/Healthy Kids 
Symosium

National Council of Jewish Women, 
Greater Kansas City Section (NCJW) is 
hosting an exciting symposium entitled 
Healthy Habits/Healthy Kids on Sunday, 
February 24th at 2:00 p.m. in the Social 
Hall of the Jewish Community Center.

Our goal for the symposium is for at-
tendees to: become more aware of the key 
components of a healthy lifestyle for kids; 
become knowledgeable about current re-
search and other efforts to stem childhood 
obesity; and provide access to the latest 
available information and resources to 
help families lead healthier lifestyles. 

The format of the day will be presenta-
tions from the speakers and then an open 
forum for questions followed by attendees 
going to the tables set up by our speakers 
and partners. 

Learn Laugh & Love Programs 
Lined Up into the New Year

The Learn Laugh & Love program series, 
sponsored by Jewish Family Services 
and the Heritage Center of the Jewish 
Community Center, will explore Jewish 
genealogy in a program facilitated by 
Ron Doctor on Thursday, February 21st 
at 1:00 p.m. in the MAC Room. When 
Doctor earned his Ph.D. in nuclear 
engineering in 1967, he became known 
as “Dr. Doctor.” He would not learn until 
many years later that in so doing he was 
mirroring his ancestors, who also had a 
surname that reflected their professions.

Near the end of his lengthy career in the 
energy industry and as a professor, Doctor 
began researching his genealogy—a pas-
sion that culminated in a lifetime achieve-
ment award from the International Asso-
ciation of Jewish Genealogical Societies.

Park Place & JFS Team Up 
To Fill The Food Pantry

The Ice at Park Place is now open and you 
can have fun while helping those in our 
community who struggle with hunger. 
The Ice at Park Place and Jewish Family 

Services Food Pantry have teamed up 
to collect canned goods for the two JFS 
Food Pantry locations! Now until the rink 
closes in mid-February, skaters who bring 
canned goods, personal care items or 
non-perishable items receive $1 off their 
admission. (Skate rental is separate.)

Items can be dropped off in the big JFS 
Food Pantry barrel at The Ice. For hours 
of operation, please check www.park-
placeleawood.com/special-offers/ice.

Please ask The Ice attendant for your dis-
count—then you can skate your cares away.

Driving Risk Awareness Program 
For Parents & Teens 

Offered February 3rd
Do you have a teen-age driver in your 
house or are about to have one? Did you 
know that each year, 6.5 million accidents 
take place involving teen drivers? Statistics 
indicate that a teen’s risk of being in a car 
accident is at its highest within the first 
12 to 24 months of driving.

You can take action by attending the 
“Driving Risk Awareness for Teens 
and Parents” program, put on by the 
C.H.A.I. program of Jewish Family Ser-
vices. This free workshop, which is open 
to ninth and 10th grade students and 
their parents, takes place Sunday, Febru-
ary 3rd, from 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m. at 
the Jewish Community Center, Confer-
ence Room C.

The workshop will be facilitated by Susie 
Hurst, Adolescent Specialist at Jewish 
Family Services, and police officer Cap-
tain Mark Terman (retired). While the 
Driving Risk Awareness workshop is free, 
reservations are required. To make a reser-
vation, please contact Hurst at 913-327-
8259 or email her at Susieh@jfskc.org.

NAMI & JFS Offer Free Course 
to Help Families  

Coping with Mental Illness
Jewish Family Services and NAMI (the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness) are 
working together to offer NAMI’s Fam-
ily-to-Family Education Course to help 

families dealing with a loved one who has 
a mental illness.

This free, 12-week series of classes is held 
on consecutive Monday evenings begin-
ning February 25th at 6:30–9:00 p.m. in 
Conference Room C at the Jewish Com-
munity Center. Participants must commit 
to the entire 12 weeks. This course is for 
the caregiver and not the loved one with 
mental illness. NAMI, Jewish Family Ser-
vices, and the Greater Kansas City Mental 
Health Coalition sponsor the course.

During the course, participants will learn 
communication and problem-solving 
techniques as well as coping mechanisms 
to help them deal with their loved one’s 
journey with mental illness.

Space is limited for the free course so 
those interested are asked to register in 
advance by contacting NAMI 
representatives Michelle Reeves at 
Michelle@johnsoncountytow.com or John 
Thompson, tntkc@hotmail.com, 
or call him at 816-763-6169.

For more details, visit: nami.org.

• COMMUNITY NEWS •

http://www.parkplaceleawood.com/special-offers/ice
http://www.parkplaceleawood.com/special-offers/ice
mailto:Susieh%40jfskc.org?subject=
mailto:tntkc%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://nami.org
http://whitetheatre.org/cabcbt

