
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind 
 
 
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind is a newly retired Episcopal priest and city planner whose ministry has 
included work for social and environmental justice, interfaith relations, sustainable urban 
development, arts and culture, and progressive theology.  Most recently, Tracey’s ministry has 
extended to include the spiritual insights and lessons she has gained from a life complicated by 
dementia.  
 
On Nov. 8, 2016 (Election Day), Tracey was diagnosed with early stage Frontotemporal Dementia. 
This diagnosis hasn’t stopped her from fully immersing in what life has to offer -- and what she has 
to give. From October to December last year, she was invited to speak at seven European churches 
in Belgium, France, Germany, Italy and Switzerland.   
 
For 17 years (2000-2017), Tracey served as Dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, a thriving and diverse 
urban congregation, a center for arts and music, and a gathering place for those devoted to 
Cleveland and its future. Trinity Cathedral is part of Trinity Commons, an award-winning, 
environmentally sustainable, urban campus developed under Dean Lind’s leadership. During her 
tenure, Dean Lind also led the establishment of Greater Cleveland Congregations and a number of 
other faith-based and civic initiatives. She also is the author of Interrupted by God: Glimpses from the 
Edge. 
 
From 1989-2000, Tracey was Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Paterson, New Jersey, where 
she led the effort to revitalize a large, multicultural urban congregation and establish the St. Paul’s 
Community Development Corporation. Prior to entering seminary, Tracey worked for a decade in 
nonprofit management, city planning, and community organizing.  She continues that work as a 
board member of a variety of nonprofit organizations, including the Episcopal Church Pension Fund, 
Judson Retirement Services, and Cleveland Neighborhood Progress. 
 
A native of Columbus, Ohio, Tracey is an alumna of the Columbus School for Girls. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in urban studies from the Honors College at the University of Toledo, a master’s of 
community planning from the University of Cincinnati, and a master’s of divinity from Union 
Theological Seminary in New York. 
 
Tracey has received numerous recognitions, including:  The Human Rights Campaign Equality Award, 
The YWCA Woman of Achievement, Cleveland State University Leadership Award, Community Shares 
Social Justice Award, National Council of Churches Circle of Names Award, Columbus School for Girls 
Alumnae Award, and Union Theological Seminary’s Unitas Distinguished Alumni/ae Award. 
 
Tracey is a renowned preacher who has spoken in a variety of national pulpits, including the 
Chautauqua Institution. In the summer, she serves The Chapel of St. James the Fisherman in 
Wellfleet, Massachusetts. In 2014, she presented a widely viewed TEDx Talk entitled “How I Met God 
in a McDonald’s.”  She is an exhibiting photographer, an enthusiastic folk musician, an avid gardener, 
and an adventuresome hiker, cyclist, sailor and traveler. Tracey and her spouse Emily Ingalls live in 
an environmentally sustainable home overlooking Lake Erie in the heart of Cleveland. 
 
To learn more about the Very Rev. Tracey Lind, to read a selection of her writings and view some of 
her photographs, please visit www.traceylind.com.  

http://www.traceylind.com/

